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The inqoiry has often been made, since the death of 
Mr. Arthur Tiippan, When will a suitable memorial of 
one so widely known and so highly esteemed, be pub- 
lished ? The answer has been : A man*8 good name is 
his best monumenL Still the inquiry is reiterated, and 
an earnest desire expressed, from various sources, that 
at least some sketch of the life of a man so eminently 
useful, should be prepared, not only for surviving rela- 
tives, and near friends, but for many who knew him 
only by roputjition. Wo want, wiy they, to know some- 
thing of liis parentage, his early life, his habits of busi- 
miHHf the secret of his miecoKS, and the roiisons of his 
rcTCi*scs as a merchant, his experience as a philanthro- 
pist and a Christian. We desire to know something of 
the inner man, how he appeared in his family, in his 
place of business, in the walks and conflicts of life. 

It is natural that such requests should be made, and 
it is rojiHonablo that those who make thorn should bo 
graliliod. But it is ncccssai7 to bear in mind that ho 
was a man of a remarkably quiet spirit, unostentatious, 
averse to publicity, and desirous -of being felt rather 
than seen. He had but a common school education, 
was not a writer, or speaker, and kept no journal of his 
feelings, or actions. Ho was seldom seen except at his 
place of business, in his family, in his garden, in the 
church, or Icctiuro-room, at committee meetings, and as 
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presiding officer of pablic meetings. In all these rela- 
tions he gave himself to the work in hand. He was 
remarkable for seriousness, despatch, impatience at nou- 
observance of rules, at prolixity, waste of time, or oppor- 
tunity. He consulted the rights luid convonionco of 
others as well as his own, and reflected that the Mas- 
tor whom ho served, roiptirtul fidelity, diligence, faith- 
fulness, accomplishment — few words and abundant 
deeds. 

It is proposed, with the materials at hand, to give 
a narration of the principal incidents in the life of Mr. 
Tappan, for his children and grandchildren, primarily, 
and with such minuteness as may bo of special interest 
to them. And also to give a statement of his connec- 
tion with the benevolent institutions of the times in 
which he lived, and in whose doings he pai*ticipated ; 
together with the views he cherished on the subject of 
moral reform in its various departments. 

In doing this, it will be necessary to speak with 
plainness of men and measures, defending the right 
and condemning the wrong. The tnith of history 
requires that this should be done, although it is obliga- 
tory to " spoak the tmth in love." That good men, as 
individuals and membci*s of benevolent societies, some- 
times manifested opposition to the course he pursued, he 
did not deny. He lamented the inconsistency of such 
persons, but justly considered that it afforded no sanc- 
tion to what was wrong, either in principle or conduct 
" To err is human." • While ho made all due allowances 
for the frailties of others, he never forgot the duty he 
owed to his Maker and his fellow-men, in opposing as- 
sociations when they acted as if they overlooked sound 
principles, and in laboring with men of any class who 
appeared to keep them in view. The cause of good 



INTUODUOTION. 11 

morals and ancomipied Christianity, requires that in 
delineating the character of an eminent and successful 
moral reformer, it should be made to appear that his 
zeal was accompanied with knowledge, that ho had good 
groin ul for his opposition to prevailing delinquoncics, 
that he did not spend his strength or his property for 
naught 

It was not however wholly as an opposer of wrong 
that Mr. Tappan devoted his energies and money. He 
also advocated thr uinirr. lie aimed to build up good 
institutions, while he strove against those that conduct- 
ed their affairs, as ho believed, to the injury of his fel- 
low-men, and the dishonor of Christ 

Uad the narrative been prepared solely for the rela- 
tives and near friends, a considerable portion of what is 
said might with propriety have been omitted, but in a 
portraiture of the man for other persons, his views of 
reform c.onsl.il.iil.o an iinpovijint ]mi't of l.lto dolineation. 
It hna not been the object of the compiler to prepare a 
popular, so much na a faithful narrative. His desire 
has been to do good rather than to please fastidious 
readers. Some of them will peruse a portion, while 
others, it may be, will read the whole. 

An old friend of my brother, an officer of one of the 
societies, whose conservative poUcy he felt bound to cen- 
sure, after a general examination of the narrative says : 
" I took up the memoir of Arthur Tappan, (name ever 
dear to mo,) and .... I am ivr// glad yon have prepared 
U, It seems to me a truthful, Ixma fide record ; and 
though perhaps in some parts it is too long and minute, 
I cannot doubt that it will circulate widely and be highly 

valuedj and do great good I suspect that, just as 

the manuscript now stands, most of the readers will fail 
to see the Idndness and true lovehness of his character 
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08 yon and I know it to haye been ; bnt while I hint 
this, I wonld leave all to your own judgment and dis- 
cretion 

"You certainly wish to say many things of Mr. 
Arthiir Tappon (ns yon have said in the mcmou*) for 
which our Society would not be the appropriate pub- 
lisher, ^fany such things it would be appropriate and 
doubtless desirable that you should say. ..... Person- 
ally I am not displeased with any thing I saw in the 
manuscript, and I thought from your standpoint, you 
treated the subject certainly without intending to dis- 
please those called more conservative." 

In copying for the iSroaa, the suggestion cx)ntained in 
the above has boon borne in mind. Without any pre- 
tension to literary oxcellonce, the compiler has aimed to 
luako a truthful sketch, with such inferences as natu- 
rally flowed from the subject, in honor of a beloved 
brother with whom he was intimate from childhood ; in 
honor of the cause of philanthropy and reUgion so dear 
to his heart ; and in honor of Him who raised up, sus- 
tained, and blessed him. 

I commend the work to the considerate judgment of 

all parties interested in the subject of it ; and especially 

do I implore upon it the Divine benediction. 

LEWIS TAPPAN. 

No. 218 DKaiULW-BTBBIT, 

Bbookltm, N. Y., May 22, 1870. 
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I. 

Abthub Tappan was bom at Northampton, Mas- 
sachnsotts, May 22, 178G. His father was Benjamin 
Tappan, and his mother's maiden name was Saiiah 
Homes.* 

Benjamin Tappan carried on the business of a 
gold and silversmith, in Northampton, for twenty 
years, when he relinquished it to engage in the dry- 
goods business, first under the firm of Tappan & 
Fowle, and afterwards as Tappan & Whitney. It 
was honorable to him, as it is a matter of just pride 
to his childien, that while all the country merchants 
in the place, at that {>eriod, sold spirituous Uquors, 
he always refrained from selling such articles. 

The seventh child, who was also the fifth son, of 
Mr. and Mrs. Tappan, was Aithur, the subject of 
this memoir. His childhood and early boyhood 

o For gouoolugicol uoticos boo Appoiidi;c 1. 
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were piissed in a Tillage distinguished for its many 
privileges and also for its beautiful scenciy. 

His father was a man of medium size, of uncom- 
monly fair skin ; his head was early gray, somewhat 
bald, with a long queue and powdered hair. He 
was a man of sound ovangolical principles, attontivo 
to religious duties, holding the clergy in nnich 1*0- 
spect, never forgetting that he was the son of a 
minister. He loved good men, good preaching, and 
good books; and was a constant attendant upon 
public worahip. An amusing anecdote respecting 
this trait was told. One of his townsmen, on coming 
from the morning service, Sabbath noon, told his 
wife that neighbor Tappan was dead! Tlio good 
woman expressed great siirprise and concern, as she 
was an intimate friend of Mrs. Tappan. Seeing her 
distress her husband said, " I suppose he is dead, 
for he was not at church." The fact was, Mr. Tap^ 
pan had returned from a journey on Saturday night, 
much fatigued, and remained at home the next fore- 
noon. 

He was also scrupulous about attending the 
week-day sacramental lecture, and would lock the 
door of his store, if no member of his family was 
present to "'tend shop" in his absence. He enjoy- 
ed social intorc()ui*so willi noighboi*8 and frionds, 
knew all the ministei*s and good people in the neigh- 
boring towns, and met them with cordiality. Ho 
was also fond of telling and hearing good stories, 
but never used profane or indelicate language ; and 
his heai*ty laugh evinced the pleasure he took in the 
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wit of others, as well as his own. He was not severe 
with his children, but required strict obedience, and 
did not spare the rod when he deemed it necessary, 
and ospccinlly when com])laints were made of their 
ill-conduct by thoir mother. Ho had groat resi)ect 
for her judgment, and sometimes reminded his chil- 
dren of the gi'atitude they ought to feel for having 
so good a mother. 

He was veiy fond of visiting, in a social way, in 
which respect he was different from his wife, who 
loved home, and the society of her husband and 
children. Still, she would put aside her knitting 
whenever there was an urgent request: "Come, 
come, wife, let us step over to neighbor so-and-so, 
and see how they are." 

It was the custom, in those days, more than it is 
now, among refined and cultivated men, to indulge 
in Rinoking and in the uko of K])iritn()UH liquors. Ho 
never fell into Ihese uboIosh and pernicious habits, 
and neither brandy nor kindred drinks were ever 
seen on his table. At one time he had for a guest 
a young minister from a neighboring town, who, in 
the morning, took a flask of bitters from his pocket, 
saying, " Friend Tappan, if you will furnish me with 
some water I will prepare a drink for us before 
breakfast." The suiprise and grief that he express- 
ed at this request produced such an impression upon 
the young preacher, that, in after-life, he reminded 
the faithful reprover of the incident, and said : " I 
gave up that bad practice, immediately on hearing 
your kind and Christian expostulation." That cler- 
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gyman, during bis life, had the training of more 
than fifty young mmiHtoi*B, inchiding seven or 
eight foreign missionaries, on whom he faithfully 
inculcated strict temperance principles. ''A word 
fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictureer of 
silver." 

A granddaughter, who lived many ycara in tho 
family, and contiibuted greatly to their comfort, 
says: "The time I spent with my beloved grand- 
parents was to me a rich privilege. I was with them 
when they died. They wore both dead on tho Sab- 
bath, and both wore loft in tho liouso, mth no guard 
but the blessed angels, while the family attended 
public worship. I should not luivo thought of leav- 
ing grandfather in that way if he had not chosen to 
do the same when grandmother died. He remark- 
ed that if we ever needed the consolations of the 
sanctuary it was in the time of affliction. Grand- 
father loved the Bible, and I think it was his practico 
to read in it about two hours each day. After he 
was eighty years of age he was requested to teach 
a Bible-class in the Sunday-school, and declined on 
account of deafness." 

While Arthur reverenced his father, ho had tho 
most affectionate regard for his mother, as did all 
her childron. In poi*8on sho was sniul], with a fine 
head of dark-brown hair, which in her youth nearly 
reached to tlie groimd, and which even in old age 
was unmixed with any gray locks. Her eyes were 
hazel, her complexion fair, her skin soft and un- 
wrinkled to the end of her days. The preaching of 
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Wliitefield in Boston, during her early years, was 
often the subject of conversation with her children. 
The discourses of that eminent man, together with 
some remarkable providcuccs of God in sparing her 
life on several occasions when in imminent danger, 
made a strong impression on her feelings, and re- 
sulted in lior convci-sion. Led by tlio Holy Spirit, 
as she often said, she united with the Old South 
church in Boston, when she was about twenty-one 
yoai'S of age. She maintained a consistent walk and 
convoi'sation during her entire pilgriuiago. 

Her seriousness was not of a gloomy cast. She 
was affectionate, sweet-tempered, and yet resolute 
and determined when such qualities were called for. 
It was her endeavor to gratify her children so far 
as would be for their good ; but it was her especial 
do^iro to be faithful to their souls. She was iudccd 
a living example of piety, her unconscious iuUuonco 
shedding light upon the whole household, while 
valuable instruction was ever falling from her lips. 
As a remarkable evidence of her respect for public 
worship, and of her cheerful submission to the divine 
will even under the most afllicting circumstances, it 
may bo mentioned that on the Lord's day when her 
beloved daughter had been found dead in her bed 
that morning, she attended church, both services. 
To one who afterwards expressed surprise at her 
doing this, she said : " I could never have done it, if 
I liiul not been so raised above self by the over- 
whelming sense of the happiness of my dear depart- 
ed child. My lirst thought when I saw her dead 
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body was, 'Ob, what a beautiful morning this is to 
her,* and this wont with mo all day." 

Arthur's mother, though small in stature, and 
quiet in disposition, evinced, when the occasion call- 
ed it forth, uncommon norvo and resolution. Sho 
was awakened one night by a noise in the sitting- 
room, and supposing some one had broken into the 
house for burglarious purposes, sho arose and con- 
fronted the supposed housebreaker, when she found 
that he was only a member of the family who had 
come home at a late hour. 

Wlien the British army, under the command of 
General Burgoyne, had entered the state of New 
York, mona(nng the whole couiitiy, and mew wove 
called from Massachusetts to rej)air to Saratoga to 
oppose him, her husband among the number, she 
was seen buckling on his knapsack and other accou- 
trements, and was heai'd to say, "Hurry off, my 
husband ; I'm afraid you will bo too lato." 

The child of such parents, it would bo strange 
indeed if something of their firmness as well as 
genial and devout chai'actor had not been impressed 
upon their son, the subject of this narrative. They 
watched over his childhood and youth with tender 
and prayerful solicitude, and both lived to see him, 
in mature life, an exomplaiy Christian, a successful 
merchant, a man well-known and greatly respected 
as a liberal benefactor to benevolent and religious 
objects. 

Arthur was small in size, of a rather delicate 
constitution, and serious minded. He was not averse 
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)x) play, but was of a more indastrions habit and 
thoughtful disposition than most boys. From the 
ago of five to fifteen he attended the school in the 
centre of the town, under the discijjlinc, if not in- 
^ti-uction, of perhaps a dozen sch(>olmasters, who 
were hired by the selectmen of the town by the 
quarter or year. Tlie sons of farmers and other 
laboring men generally attended school during the 
winter months, and the sons of professional men and 
tradesmen throughout the year. 

These schoolmasters were sometimes educated 
men, often very young and inexperienced, and gen- 
erally persons whose attainments did not go beyond 
the most common branches of arithmetic, grammar, 
and geography. They had no blackboards, maps, 
or globes, or steel pens I And as the number of 
8cholai*s was very large, and many quite uumly, the 
time of the master was occupied to a great extent, 
in making pons, and fcniling or birching the disor- 
derly. The large schookoom was imperfectly warm- 
ed; compared with schoolrooms at the present day, 
it was more like a prison than a schoolliouse. About 
once a quarter the minister visited the school, and 
hcaixl the boys Siiy the catechism. 

Arthur was diligent and painstaking in study, 
and well-behaved. He had the good fortune to es- 
cape much chastisement, either at home, or in school. 
Out of school, he delighted in play, in nutting and 
swimming. He also did his share of making hay, 
picking apples, working in the garden, driving the 
cows to pastiu'o, and such laboi*s as were required 



20 ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

» 
of tlie sons of moclianics and counhy merchants ill 

they owned, as his father did, fifteen to twenty acres. 

of land in a homestead, orchards, and pastures. 

On more than one occasion his earthly career) 
seemed to be near its termination. Once, when quitr ^ 
an infant, owing to some carelessness, the press-bed- 
stead in the sitting-room in which he had been laid 
to sleep, was turned up by some one who did not 
know that a little child was in the bed. Soon after 
the mother or nurae came into the room, and ex- 
claimed, "Where is the baby?" The bedstead was 
let down, and the almost smothered child wixs carried 
out into the open air, whore, under a good Provi- 
dence, the broczo rovivod liiiii. 

At another time, when a small boy, he and other 
lads in the neighborhood went to the " raising" of a 
new dwelling-house near by. According to the cus- 
tom of those days the owner of the frame provided 
the town's people who assembled on the occasion, 
with pails of rum and water. At the conclusion the 
boys scraped up and swallowed the sugar and rum 
that remained in the pails. The consequence was, 
some of them became tipsy. Little Arthur was one 
of the unfortunate ones, and on reaching home fell 
prostrate on the floor of the shed. His father, in 
quest of some wood for the next morning's fire, saw 
what appeared to him in the darkness of the even- 
ing to be a log, was arrested by the gi-oan or mo- 
tion of his son, and was thus spared the hon*or of 
striking the axe into his head ! At another time, 
when Aithur was about ten ycai-s of ago, he under- 
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look to skate from tl^e ferry at Northampton to the 
lower ferry at Hadley, about a mile on the Connec- 
ticut river, when, on nearing the shore, the ice gave 
way, and ho came neai' losing his life. 

His mother related to her children, that during 
her childhood and youth she had several escapes 
from death, once in falling from a chamber window 
to a paved yard, and she thought that if people 
would record all the wonderful interpositions of 
Providence in preserving life, it would astonish 
them, and lead them to exercise more gratitude to 
God. 

In view of such remarkable preservations she 
often repeated to Aiihur and her other children, 
among the many beautiful hymns she had treasured 
up in her memory, one, from her favorite author. 
Dr. Watts, that reminded her of her own thought- 
lessness when a child and youth, with admuing 
wonder at the grace that had spared her life, and 
pardoned her sins, and given her so good hope, nay 
a certain assurance, of a blessed immortaUty. Her 
children never forgot the deep emotion, with which 
she would acknowledge her neglect of religion; and 
the imprcHHiveness witli which she would rocito the 
hymn alluded to : 

**How sweet and nwful is the place, 
With Christ witliin the doors ; 
While eTerlosting love displays 
The choicest of her stores I 

"While nil our lioartH, luul nil our sougH, 
Joiu to admire the fonst, 
Each of UH cries, \?itli tlmukful tongues — 
* Lord, why was I a guest? 
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* 

<* * Why was I made to hear thy voice, ^ 

And enter while there 's room, 
When tliomumdu moke a wretched ohoiee. 
And rather starve Uian come T ' 

** Twas the same love that spread the feost^ 
That sweetly drew us in ; 
Else we had still refused to taste, 
And perished in onr sin. 

*<Pity the nations, O oar Gk>d! 
Gonstrain the eai'th to come; 
Send thy victorions word abroad, 
And bring the strangers home." 

Ho remembered all his days the hymns his moth- 
er taught him, and particularly the beautiful one 
written by Addison, which he learned at her knee : 

"When iiU thy niurcJuH, my Gin}" <»Uu 

He often repeated it. On his bed of death it 
was sweet to his memory, and most appropriately 
was it incorporated into the funeral service. 

Sunday, in the last century, was a somewhat 
tedious, if not gloomy day, especially to children. 
From Saturday at sundown, to Sunday at sundown, 
they were kept indoors, except when they went to 
and from church. They were forbidden to play, or 
make any noise, and had very few books to read, 
while the small number in the " bookcase *' were ill 
adapted to the taste and capacity of young persons. 
In religious families, and probably in most of the 
families, the children were required to remember and 
recite the texts, and commit to memory a hymn or 
two, and portions of the "Westminster Assembly's 
Catechism." This was the invariable Sabbath-day 
lesson. Foiining a semi-circle around the armchair 
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t)f their father, Arthnr and the rest of the children, 
with '' the girl/' recited the hymns and catechism. 

There was one practice in the family that re- 
deemed the Sabbath from its austerity, at least for 
a time. At the conclusion of the "catechising" a 
nice applcpie was the reward for study and good 
behavior, but the mother so managed as seldom to 
exclude any child from participating in the treat 
Which of the children will ever forget that oblong 
tin pan, with the luscious pie, particularly those 
who wore fortunate enough to get the comer piece I 
This portion often fell to the faithful girl. Folly, 
whose diligent study, and retentive memory, usually 
gave her the post of honor among the catechu- 
' mens. 

There was no Sunday-school at that time, and 
parents had not acquired the art of making the 
Ixml's day pleasant and profitable to their children. 
It is probably even now, a problem difficult of solu- 
tion, how to keep the fourth commandment — " Be- 
member the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy" — aright, 
with sufficient license for the exuberant spirits of 
tlie young. It may be that too many parents de- 
volve uiH)n Smiday-school teachers the chief govern- 
ment and instniction of their children, instead of 
teaching them " in the house and by the way" them- 
selves, as their companions when they are not in the 
Sunday-school. Our forefathers, we think, were 
ovci-strict, so as to make religion distasteful to the 
young. It was probably so. But is there not danger 
on the other side, in giving a loose rein, and not 
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suiSciently restraining and guiding the yonng ? May 
God lielp parents in the arduous work of training uj) 
children in the way they should go I 

Mr. Tappan had one rule that delighted his chil- 
dren ; he would never whip them on the Lord's day I 
On the contrary, if he had a supply of the good 
'' Seek-no-further/* as he often hod, ho would take 
out some of the apples from the bottom of the old 
clock, and divide them among the children. The 
mother thought in her advanced age, and acknowl- 
edged that rather too tight a rein had been held in 
family government. " If," said she, " I wore to live 
my Ufe over again, I would allow my children great- 
er indulgonco on the Lord's day, ospocially when I 
recollect how few interesting books they had to en- 
tertain them. I would not confine them to books of 
a strictly religious character, but allow them to read 
good moral publications adapted to their capaci- 
ties." 

Sunday evening, as might have been expected 
after such dilatory lioiirs, was the gayest and most 
noisy of the whole week. The children were impa- 
tient to have the Sabbath over. They might well 
say, "O sun I I hate thy bebms." Watching the 
declining sun, and seeing who could the soonest 
exclaim, "Tlio sim is sot," the moment the last rays 
ceased to shine upon the chest of di'awei's in the 
kitchen, they would rush out of doors, and, together 
with all the boys in the neighborhood make the 
rodldn ring with their yells and noisy merriment. 
Strangoi-s in town, who had boon accustomed to 
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consider Sunday evening part of the Sabbath, were 
^astonished at this apparent irreverence of sacred 
time. Wliile some of the boys were trundling hoops, 
or slanting in the streets, others with their sisters 
had hilarious limes in the houso, while the mothers 
were engaged in sewing or knitting, and the fathers, 
too many of thoni, wore at Uio public houses, dis- 
cussing the news or indulging themselves in smok- 
ing and drinking. 

The native place of Arthur Tappdn was the shire 
town of a largo county, now divided into three coun- 
ties, Hampshire, Hampden, and Franklin. There 
were semi-annual sessions of the court of common 
pleas, and of the supreme court; and both the 
civil and criminal courts were full of business. The 
five judges, who composed each coiul;, would walk 
from their lodgings in i)]atoon form, with cocked 
hats and powdered hair, preceded by the high 
shorilF, with his half-uniform, his sword and staff, 
whUe the bell was rung until the judges entered the 
courthouse. Meantime the lawyers would be flock- 
ing from all quarters carrying their briefs in green 
satchels, with their law-books under their arms. 
August sight I 

Saturday was the day for the infliction of pun- 
ishment upon the the poor wretches who had been 
convicted and sentenced. A gallows was erected in 
the public street in front of the schoolhouse, and 
used for a pillory and whipping post. The prison- 
ers were brought from the prison by the jailer, as- 
sisted by the deputy sheriHis, wliile the high sheriff, 

2 
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often mounted on horseback, rode about the gallows 
and among the spectators, superintending the cxo- ' 
cution of the law. Meantime the boys were let out 
of school, it being considered proper that the rising 
generation should, for their warning, see, in the 
punishment to be inflicted, that "every transgres- 
sion and disobedience received a just recompense of 
reward.*' 

Some were set in the pillory an hour, some were 
whipped forty stripes save one, or a less number, 
on the bare back; others, convicted of manslaughter, 
wore branded M in their foreheads with a hot iron ; 
others had their ears cropped, or wore seated upon 
llio gallows an hour with ro})OH about Ihoir ucHtkH. 
Such barbarous punishments were inflicted upon 
convicted felons in all the shire towns of the com- 
monwealth, until a more enlightened public senti- 
ment induced the Legislature to abolish them, and 
substitute the penitentiary for the whipping x)ost, 
the pillory, the knife, and the branding iron. 

The effect produced on the boys was very differ- 
ent from the calculations of their fathers. The pub- 
lic exhibition being over, they would assemble in the 
rear of the schoolhouse, and inflict upon each other 
an imitation of the punishments they had just wit- 
nessed. Aithur was not a boy to take jiart in such 
cruelties, but it is not amiss to describe the scenes 
of which he was a witness. He believed in after- 
Hfe, that some improvements had been made in 
society, that men in general were loss sanguinary 
than liorotoforo, but ho considorod that Uio term 
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"penitentiary** was rendered by savage usages in 
stateprisons, a misnomer, suggesting any thing but 
penitence or reformation. 

One of the most cruel usages of that day was the 
incarcoratioi^ of debtors. Not a few honest and 
worthy, but unfortunate men were shut up in the 
common jails of the countiy by merciless creditors 
simply because they were unable to pay their debts I 
Taken from their families, deprived of laboring for 
their 8up|)ort, constantly increasing instead of dimin- 
isliing thoir indoblocbicsH, and left to monrn in idle- 
ness, in company often with criminals, over their 
misfortunes and the distresses of their families, they 
suffered often more than felons who were imprisoned 
for their crimes. Arthur, with other boys, frequent- 
ly saw respectable men thus cut off from society, 
gazing through the iron bai*s of thoir colls, in com- 
pany with malefactors who had made war upon their 
fellow-men, and were justly receiving the due reward 
of their deeds. Happily for the country, the im- 
prisonment of men guilty only of inability to pay 
their debts was, after a severe and protracted strug- 
gle, done away. 

Some one has said that children ought to live in 
the country until they are at least twelve years old. 
It was well for Ai-thur Tappan that he had the ad- 
vantages of birth and early life in a country village. 
Had he been reared in a city he might not have 
Uvod to adult years. The wholesome air, the health- 
ful recreations, and the custc^niary employments of 
the country, conduced to the invigoration of his con- 
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stitution, while the beautiful scenery improved his 
taste, invigorated his mind, and was a source of 
unmixed enjojrment. He had Iiis full share of the 
frolics, amusements and occupations of bojhood. 
Simply clad, barefoot half of the year, roaming over 
hill and dale, swimming in worm weather, or sUding 
down hill or sloigliing or skating in the winter season, 
with the healthful exercise of climbing, trundling of 
the hoop, flying of the kite, ball playing, trout fish- 
ing, nutting, berrying, gsurdening, wood chopping, 
all these, and the numberless pastimes and employ- 
ments that occupied his time, gave a charm to his 
youthful days, and laid the foundation of whatever 
hardiness of constitution, and general health he 
enjoyed in after years.' 

His parents indulged him, as they did his broth- 
ers, in permission to keep doves, squirrels, rabbits, 
chickens, and sometimes a dog, or a fox, and he 
was never known to treat them cnielly. His dispo- 
sition was kind and humane, albeit, like other boys 
at that day, he gathered birds* eggs, and kept them 
in his chamber on sti'ings, much to the discredit, as 
we now think of both the pilferers and their parents. 
There was in those days no kmd-hearted Henry 
Bergh* to keep "watch and ward" over the animal 
kingdom. 

It was a joyful time to the children when they 
were permitted to throw aside their stockings and 
shoes, and go barefoot duiing the summer months. 

^ President of the ''American Society for the Prevention of 
Gmolty to Animals.*' 
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\ " When yon can't see any snow on Mount Holyoke," 
their father used to say, ''then you may leave your 
shoes off.'* The mountains, both Mount Holyoke 
and Mount Tom, were daily watched by the impa- 
tient boys, who fancied the snow was gone long bo- 
fore their parents did, and many little disputations 
took place whether that white appearance was snow 
or not. 

Arthur's mother contrived to rear her ten chil- 
dren without much aid from the physician, who 
once said, " If there were ten such mothers in town 
I woidd move away." With Buchau's "Domestic 
Medicine," and pills made of a decoction of the bark 
of the butternut-tree, she managed to be the physi- 
cian of the family, so that a doctor was seldom em- 

' ployed. Tlie pills, made fi'om the bark the boys 
were sent into the woods to gather, were a panacea 
for all childliood complaints. The nauseous medi- 
cine was hid in preserved quince, and in the pres- 
ence of the sick child, the good mother seeming to 
forget the proverb : " Surely in vain the net is spread 
in the sight of any bird." 

One of the wondrous sights of Artliur's boyhood 
was to see from the belfry of the meetinghouse, the 
great freshets that occasionally occurred in the 
spring. At such times the Connecticut river would 
overflow its banks, and submerge the meadows, 
thousand of acres appearing like a vast lake. These 
overflows cnriclicd the gi'ounds Nilo-liko, and were 
the cause of gi'eat excitement to the inhabitants, 
and exhilaration to the children. 
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As the water subsided the shad and salmon fish- / 
mg-place on the banks of the Connecticut, in the 
meadow, attracted the* boys; and as the nets were 
drawn to the shore the action of the fish in their 
attempts to escape greatly excited and amused 
them. The proportion of salmon to shad was very 
small, and the ytUuo of a pound of the former was 
equal to a full-sized one of the latter. Those scenes 
are unknown probably at the present day, when 
dams and factories prevent the fish from ascending 
the river. 

The lii-st death in the family was on October 30, 
1793, when the youngest child of the family, lillle 
George, a moro infant, was taken away. A vUiur was 
seven years old. He never forgot the solemn scenes ; 
the christening, the death, the funeral, the long pro- • 
cession, the grave, the lowering of the coffin, the 
heavy sound upon it, and the tolling of the dreadful 
bell, whose inscription was: 

**I to tho chnrch the living call, 
Aud to tho gruvo do siininKm nlL" 

But joys and sorrows are mingled, not only in 
the hearts of children, but of adults also. The same 
year was the first wedding he attended, that of a sis- 
tor very dear to him. The scones attending it wore 
also engraven upon his memory. After tlio cere- 
mony, tho singing, the congratulations, the enter- 
tainment, a procession was formed according to pre- 
vailmg custom, that moved from the dwelling of the 
bride, to the house of the bridegi'oom. Little Arthur 
brought up the roar with some boy or girl of his 
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own age, while the two younger children could 
hardly be pacified to remain at home when all 
seemed to have gone away to enjoy themselves. 

When a lad, his mother held up to him the ex- 
ample of his schoolmaster— one of the best he ever 
had — Mr. Bancroft Fowleu, then in a law office, 
and subsequently a minister of the gospel in much 
estimation. Being somewhat intimate in the family, 
she had knowledge of a set of rules he had written 
down for his own guidance. One of them, " Dabe 
TO BE SINGULAR,** particularly pleased her, and she 
recommended it to her son as a valuable rule for him 
in the journey of life. 

These items have an interest for young persons, 
at least, and especially for the descendants of him 
whose life is heroin sketched. Wordsworth says : 

"Tho child in fnllior of Iho lUiiii." 

And they may see, in the preceding narrative 
and what follows of the youth of Aithur Tappan, 
the germ of the man. 

In after-life his native town was never forgotten. 
The scenes of his childhood were dear to him, and 
the companions of his youtli wore over in his mem- 
ory. Ho loved play, took a full share of the hilari- 
ties of his playmates, and cheerfully di<f his part of 
the small labors that devolved upon him. In liis 
view there was never such a delightful place. Well 
might he say then : 

** TlicRO woro thy clmnuR, fnvcct viUogo ! RiK)rt8 like tbose, 
With swoot sncccsKiou, tivnght o*cu toil to plcaso.** 

He retained all his days a peculiar love of the 
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country, and praisod its streams, its troos, its flow- 
ers, its woods, its roads, its kills, its mountains, with 
almost youthful delight ; and he mourned that, chil^ 
dren reared in cities could not in their early years 
have the enjoyments and healthy pursuits of a 
country life. It seemed to him that Providence 
had so ordered it that his life was to be spent chief- 
ly in the city, and he submitted to the necessity, en- 
deavoring to make the best of it, while his choice 
would have been a rural residence. 
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II. 



Abthur's brother John, five years older than him- 
self, was a clerk in the wholesale importing store of 
Sewall & Salisbtiry in Boston, and had made ar- 
rangements by which he was admitted as an appren- 
tice, as clerks were then called, in the same establish- 
ment. It was in the spiing of 1801, when he was 
nearly fifteen yeara of age, that he left his father's 
house, and, moimted on a horse belonging to one of 
his employers, that had been kept during the winter 
in the country, proceeded to Boston. His parents 
had confidence in him, as they had trained him in 
the way he should go, and confided in a covenant-^ 
keeping God. His mother had said, "I never know 
him tell a lie." With their small means to give him 
an outfit they might have said, ** Silver and gold 
have we none, but such as*we have give we thee — 
our benediction and prayers." Wlien he was pre- 
sented to Mr. Sewall at No. 16 Merchants' Bow, near 
Faneuil Hall, that gentleman, who was himself be- 
low the medium size, gave him a scrutinizing look, 
and said, " You are smaller than I expected." The 
fi'tigile little fellow in aftcviimcs, on mentioning this 
reception to one of his children, said, " I straight- 
ened myself up and looked as tall as I could." 

Boston was liis mother s birthplace. At no great 
distance from the store whore he was to be employr 
edy was the shop where his father had served his 

2* 
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apprenticeship, just forty years before, "with William 
Homes, the ^'lioncst goldsmith," as ho was ctilloil, 
and the father of his future wife. Boston was a 
small town then, containing about thirty thousand 
inhabitants. His uncle Homes now occupied the 
same shop, and also pursued the goldsmith business. 
There were two deimrtmcnts in tho store of Sowall 
& Salisbury, the hardware and dry goods. Arthur 
was placed in the former. His employers put him 
to board in the family of Colonel Joseph May, whose 
wife was a sister of Mr. Sewall. The young clerk 
had the privilege of visiting in tho family of Mr. 
Sewall, and it was a privilege ho highly valued. Of- 
ten did ho speak of tho intolligonce and amiability 
of tliis family, of tlie affectionate intercourse between 
the parents^ and between them and their children. 

In Col. May's family he had many advantages. 
From daily intercourse with a man of so much prac- 
tical wisdom, ho doubtless received impressions tliat 
were useful to him in subsequent life. It is said in 
Freeman Hunt's "Sketches of Public Charactoi-s," 
that Col. May, having failed in business at the early 
age of thirty-eight, gave up all his property, " even 
to the ring on his finger, for tlie benefit of his cred- 
itors;" that "he resolved never to be a rich man,** 
preferring to take a moderate salary as secretary of 
of an insurance company, being there and elsewhere, 
remarkable for his " love of order, his methodical 
habits, and his high estimate of the importance of 
punctuaUty." 

For upwards of two years, young Tappan was in 
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the employment of the firm, and afterwards to the 
end of his minority, the clerk of their successors, 
Scwall, Salisbury & Co., his brother John having 
been received as a partner in 1803. They occu- 
pied the same store, and his board was paid by 
his employers from the first, while the perquisites of 
the store divided among the clerks, were sufficient 
for his other expenses. "My brother John," he 
once said, " was like a kind father to me. I attend- 
ed evening school, and studied all my spare time. 
As the youngest clerk, I had to clean and fill twen- 
ty-foiu* oil lamps in the store. Another boy, who 
afterwards became an eminent merchant, I used to 
meet trundling home goods in a wheelbarrow. I was 
ti'oublcd with a chronic headache, and when it was 
more severe than usual, and I was tired, I occasion- 
ally crept upon a shelf boliuid a pile of goods to rest 
my head and get a little sleep." He was subject to 
this headache daily, during his whole clorksliip, and, 
indeed throughout his hfe ; but although its effects 
were discernible in his coimtenance and mannefs, 
he seldom made any complaint, or even allusion to 
it. He strove hard, and with much success, to com- 
bat its influence on his uei*vous system, and his social 
intercourse. 

Besides making himself master of the hardware 
business, he acquired a knowledge of dry goods, .as 
opportunity offered, and also learned book-keeping 
by the Italian or double entry system, which was 
about that time introduced into the business-firms 
of Boston. 
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Daring tlie early part of liis residence in Boston, 
he attended public woi-sliip on tlio Loi*d's day, there 
being no week-day services among Congregational- 
its, at the Old South church, iiirhere his parents and 
grandparents had been members. On the settle- 
ment of Bey. William E. Channing, as pastor of the 
Federal Street church and society, in the latter part 
of 1803, he attended there, sitting in his brother 
John's pew. Mr. Channing was considered at that 
time an evangelical minister, or something very near 
it. In the pulpit he was the "beau ideal" of the 
poet Oowper's preacher, and discoui*sed with ear- 
nestness and eloquence. In society ho was greatly 
beloved, roniarlvablo for his solf-rospoct, and for 
maintaining the dignity of the ministerial office. 
His preaching, though afterwards considered defi- 
cient by evangelical people, in and out of the con- 
gregation, was characterized by fervor and serious- 
ness. His favorite themes were the paternal char- 
acter of Qod, and Jesus Christ as a moral and spir- 
itual instinictor. In his theological* views ho was an 
Arian. His youthful heai*er, the subject of this 
narrative, ever acknowledged the interest he took in 
the preaching, and in the preacher. And his rever- 
ence and affection were revived and strengthened, 
when in afterlife. Dr. Channing took a decided part 
in the anti-slavery agitation, in favor of free speech, 
and the deliverance of the country from its cliief 
curse, human bondage. 

During the largest part of his minority he had 
the gratification of frequently visiting his sister, the 
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wife of Bey. John Pierce of Brookliue. It was his 
custom on such occasions, to walk fi*om his resi- 
dence in Boston to the parsonage, about five miles, 
on Sunday morning, and rotum in the same way at 
night. In that happy and hospitable family ho 
spent many delightful days, and had the opportuni- 
ty of hearing a largo number of clergymen in their 
exchanges with the Tillage pastor. He had also the 
privilege of occasionally visiting his uncle, Bey. 
Dr. David Tappan, professor of divinity in Harvard 
Oollcgo at Cambridge, until his death, August 27, 
1803. 

Every year he had the opportimity of visiting 
his parents at Northampton, and at intervals of wel- 
coming them in Boston. His father came to Bos- 
ton once or twice a year to make his purchases of 
g(KHlH, and his mother sometimes accompanied him. 
At one time ho went with his father to see his aged 
grandmother at Manchester, Mass., and greatly 
prized the opportunity of paying his respects to the 
venerable woman. 

His mother wrote to him May 9, 1805 : "I doubt 
not you are deeply affected Avith the situation in 
which your dear brother John has boon placed. By 
on overruling providence God has returned him to 
his fiiends, laden with abundant experience of his 
great power and wonderful mercy." She alluded to 
the shipwreck. 

He was passenger in the ship Jupiter, -which 
sailed fi'om London to New York, in the early part 
of 1805, with seventy-two passengers. On the sixth 
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of April, a great field of ice was seen, and before 
night no way conld bo found through it. At mid- 
night the first mate was so intoxicated that he fell 
upon deck, and the captain being upon the bowsprit 
looking out for the islands of ice, the ship slnick au 
iceberg, and began to fill very fast. The boats were 
got out, and all but twonty-sovon sprang into thorn. 
But the boats could hold no more, and all the rest — 
men, women and children — went down in the ship, 
in less than an hour after she struck the ice. 

One man and his wife and nine children, were 
among those that were lost. Another man lost his 
mother, brother, sisters and two nephews. One of 
the pasaongors was a clergyman, who was omigi*a- 
ting to the United States with some of the people 
of his charge. As the yawl left the side of the sliip 
he was heard talking to his two Uttle sons, with 
whom he was walking the deck to and fro, saying, 
""We shall soon bo in heaven, dear children !'* Tho 
deck of the ship was then but a foot or two above 
the water. John Tappan was providentially saved, 
with forty-five others, one of them a babe but six 
months old. He was in the yawl, which, together 
with the long boat, was on the ocean, a thousand 
miles from land, three days before they saw a ves- 
sel. They were taken up and brought safely to the 
United States, having suffered somewhat by being 
frozen.* 

During Arthur's clerkship, his cousin, Bobert 
Homes, died in Boston. He was a merchant, and 

o See *' Memoir of Mrs. Sarah Tappan," p. 60. 
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died at an early age. Arthur attended the funeral 
Funerals at that time, and for several years after- 
wards, were usually conducted in this wise. The 
relatives, acquaintances, noig1il><)i*s, and other per- 
sons after assembling at the dwolluig-houso of the 
deceased, and attending to the prayer ofFcrod by the 
l)a8tor, were treated with wine, earned about on 
waiters. A Ust of the names of persons to walk in 
the procession was meantime prepared. Neither 
carriages nor hearses were used, but the mourners 
and friends followed the bier that was borne on 
men's shouldei'S. As their names were read o£f by 
the conductor of the funeral ceremonies, they left 
the house and formed a procession in couples, walk- 
ing through the streets to the place of burial in the 
town, as it was then called. 

The list incliuled, if practicable, all the peraons 
who attended the funeral obsequies, and it often 
happened that a young man and maiden were called 
off to walk together who had never seen each other 
before. Solemn silence prevailed at the grave, and 
when it was sodded over, the pall-bearers returned 
to the former residence of the deceased \nl\i the rel- 
atives to receive refreshment of some sort, while the 
rest of the company went to their several abodes. 
It was customaiy for the gentleman to wait upon 
the huly with whom he walked, to her abode ; and 
it not unusually occurred that the transient acquain- 
tance of the parties terminated in a lasting fiiend- 
ship, "for better, for worse," that continued the 
whole life. 
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There was living in Boston at this time, on old 
lady, Mrs. Abigail Waters, an aunt of Arthur's 
mother, being her mother's sister, nearly ninety 
years of age. She retained her faculties to a re- 
markable degree, attended the Old South church 
every Sabbath, enjoyed the calls and conversation 
of both old and young people, and occasionally wont 
to httle family parties. She had considerable wit ; 
and her piety was beyond a question. It was enter- 
taining to Arthur, her grand-nephew, to hear from 
the lips of this venerable woman of the youthful 
days of his parents and of their parents, and of Bos- 
ton and its surroundings, in the early part of tho 
preceding century. This aged mother in Lsraol, 
though in unusual health for a person of her ad- 
vanced age, used to speak of her departure witli 
cheerful trust and confidence, as one about to set 
out on a pleasant journey. She said to one of her 
youthful visitors one morning, '^ I woke up last night 
and thought that I was dead, but when I found that 
I was not, I felt, oh, how sorry !" She died Novem- 
ber 22, 1816, in the ninety-sixth year of her age. 
The last words uttered by her were — " Open to me 
the gates, that I may enter in I""*" 

For nearly seven years he was, as we have seen, 
in tho sorvico of tho morcaniilo firms above luun- 
tionod. Duiijig tlio wliolo poriod ho was distin- 
guished for his induatiy, good habits, and exemplary 
devotion to the interests of his employers. He had 

• See •• Memoirs of the Life of Mrs. Abigail Waters," by Rev. 
Joshua Iluiitiugton, pastor of tho Old South church, Boston. 
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bat few associates out of the domestic circle, and 
flhnimed all companionship with frivolous an^;viciouflL,..,^^ 
persons. When not engaged in the store, he employed 
his leisure in uscfid reading and study, or in healthy 
I'ccrcaiion. ILis father had mlviMcil him to bo out 
in the open air as much as possible, and accustom 
himself to walking and bathing frequently, as it 
had been his practice in his youth. He did not 
fail to comply with this advice, which well suited 
liis natural incluiatiou. 

His brother John has recently said of him : "He 
was romai'kably coiTcct in conduct, he acquu*ed 
knowledge by digging hard for it, and though the 
least sprightly, he was the most serious of the broth- 
ers.'* It is not intended that, at this time, he had 
experienced the regenerating grace of God. The 
iustiiiclions and prayci*s of his parents, and the 
other rcUgious teachings in his boyhood, though 
they hiul some effect upon his cousciouco, had not 
induced him to secure " the pearl of great price." 
And the religious teachings during the after years 
of his minority had influenced him to think a change 
of heart was unnecessary, that a good moral char- 
acter was about all that was required. 

Ho aimed to bo moral, and could probably say 
with the yoiuig man in the gospel, as to his obser- 
vance of the second table of the commandments, 
" All these things have I kept from my youth up." 
Without fiUal ti-ust ho felt an awe of the Almighty, 
and might also have truly said of himself, as did 
Milton in his youth : " I again take God to witness 
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that, in all places wlioro so many things are consid- 
ered lawful, I lived sound and untouched fi'om all 
profligacy and vice; having this thought perpetual- 
ly with me, that, though I might escape the eyes of 
man, I certainly could not the eyes of God."* 

He recoiled from vice and from vicious persons, 
and no one, it is believed, ever heard him utter an 
impure or profane word. He avoided also the 
''secret sins," as well as ''presumptuous transgres- 
sions" that too commonly assail and defile the 
young, to the injury of both body and spirit. Ab- 
staining from fleshly lusts and impurities, that " war 
against the soul," he was remarkable for puiuty. 
Tlio advice of the poot to his youtliful friend was 
not unheeded by him : 

**The Bocred lowe o' weel-plao'd Ioto, 

Luxuriantly indulge it ; 
But never tempt th' UicU rove, 

Tho' naething should divulge it : 
I wave the quantum o' the sin, 

The hazard of concealing ; 
But ocli 1 it hardens a' within, 

And potriiioa tho fooling !" 

It may be truly said that he had an aversion to 
the besetting sins of youth, in the sense defined by 
the Bev. Bowland Hill, the celebrated eccentric 
preacher in London : " You ought to fool an aver- 
sion to sin," said ho to a youth with whom ho vn\s 
conversing. "Wliat do you mean by that?" inquired 
the young man- "I mean," said Mr. Hill, "you 

o Bee the ''Account of Milton's Tour through France/' in 1G39, 
after an absence of fifteen mouths. 
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should feel toward sin as jon would if putting your 
hand into your pocket, you touched a toad ?"* 

* Mr. Tappan lind tlio onrio8ity to hear Mr. Ilill when in London, 
in 1810. 'Hio andiontrn >raR Inr^o, and tlio miniHtcr full of aniiniv- 
iioii. II in eruct ligun), jiociiliiir (^mUnilntion, and fortnblo lan- 
guage were not Roon to bo forgotten. Neitlier was the occasional 
coanteneiis of his illnRtrations. The snliject that evening was, 
'*Tlio Rnperiority of the light of revelation over the light of 
nature." 
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III. 

When he was in Lis twonty-first year, he and his 
brotlier Lewis were drafted into tlie United States* 
service, as part of one hundred thousand militia 
ordered out by President Jefferson, in view of the 
possibility of a war with France. Only twenty-six 
soldiers were drafted from the eighth ward, which 
was one of the largest in Boston, and it seemed sin- 
gular that the two brothei*s, out of the large number 
enrolled, were both drafted. They were accustomed 
to ^' train" in the militia company, composed of 
men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, of 
the ward in which they boarded. The twenty-six, 
under the command of an ensign, were paraded at 
the foot of the Common, went through the manual 
exercise, were marched to and fro without music, 
and at length dismissed, to hold themselves in read- 
iness whenever their services should be required 1 
But they never were required, and the preposterous 
notion of mustering such a body of mihtia troops 
to defend the nation against a foreign couiiti*y bo- 
came a subject of derision, especially on the part of 
opponents of the national adnnnistration. 

In the autumn of this year (1806) he visited 
Montreal, with a view to ascertain, by personal ob- 
servation and inquiiy, whether it would be a suita- 
ble place for him to commence business the ensuing 
year, as his employers had determined to set him up 
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in trade, with another clerk, in testimony of their 
appreciation of their long and faithful services. In a 
letter to his sister, four years younger than himself, he 
gave an account of liis journey, which at that day was 
a slow and tedious one. Ho described Montreal and 
its surroundings, mentioned persons he had known 
in his native town, who had become residents of 
that city, and spoke of the hospitahty shown him 
by them, and those to whom he carried letters of 
roconimoudation. Though favorably impressed in 
many respects, he thought there was not much haz- 
ard, to use his own expression, "in predicting that 
Montreal would not be the place for him to settle 
in.'* Still he seemed to have an idea that he might, 
at some future time, take up his abode there, in the 
midst of the French and English population, as ap- 
l>ear8 from anolhor lott<5r to Mie wanio sister, dated 
Boston, February 9, 1807, in which ho says : 

" I have now commenced the study of the 

French language, and, that none of my time may be 
lost, I allow myself but five or six of the twenty-four 
hours for sleep. This I am told by those who are 
too indolent to imitate my example, will injure my 
health, but feeling no ill-effects from it, I have no 
reason to think it correct, but am more and more 
confu'uied in the opinion that most people spend 
twice the time in sleep that is necessary." 

The spring following, having arrived at the age 
of twcuty-one, he made preparations to go into the 
dry goods ini]ic)rting business at Portland, in the 
"District ot iraino," in MaHsachusetts, so-called as 
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it had not then been admitted into the national 
union as a state. His partner was Henry D. Sew- 
all, son of Ohief Justice Sewall, and nephew of 
Mr. Joseph Sewall, his late employer. The new 
firm was Tappan k Sowall. A competent capital 
was furnished them by Sewall, Salisbury & Oo., 
wliich was afterwards gratefully repaid with inter- 
est. 

The following affectionate and faithful letter was 
written to him by his mother, after he had made 
one of his annual visits to his parents, at the termi- 
nation of his clerkship, and when he was about com- 
mencing buaneas at Portland. 

NonrnAMPTON, Jnno, 1807. 

Mt Dsab Son : I cannot feel willing you shonld leave me 
without saying more to yon than I have ; and, as I have not 
the opportunity to speak, I think best to write. Ybnr 
happiness, ns that of all my chililren, lies near my heart. 
I would not, on any account, giy^ them unnecessary pain. 
It is your happiness I seek, and fain would I assist yon 
in building it on a sure foundation. '' OUier /owulalion 
can no man lay dion Hiai is laid^ which is Jesus Christ" 
1 Cor. 3 : 11. Build on Christ Jesus, as the chief corner- 
stone. 

I fear you have imbibed some errors, from what yon 
dropped last night respecting the new bii*tli. There are 
many loose writers, and it is to be feared, unsound preachera 
in our day. But the word of Qod is plain. He that run- 
netli may read. Study it altontivdy, with 8incoro and fer- 
vent pn\yor for the outi>ouring of the Holy Spirit to enlight- 
en your darkened understanding, and make your path of 
duty plain. Qod is a prayer-hearing Qod. He has not said 
to the seed of Jacob, seek my face in vain. The Bible is full 
of encouragement to those who diligently sock for ti'ue wis- 
dom, and assures \m tluit all her paths ia*o poiico, and her 
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irajB pleasant ; and, from forty years* experience, J can sab- 
scribe to the truth of it 

O taste and see that the Lord is gracious, full of compas- 
sion, not willing that any shonhl i>ori8h. Hear him say in 
his word, ** Turn ye, for why will yo die ? Seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall bo oi)oncd nnto you ; whosoever 
will, let him come, and take the water of life freely, without 
money and without price." " Believe, and take the promised 
rest." Pray for an entire change of heart and pursuits ; that 
you may love Gk)d supremely, and place your chief happi- 
ness in obeying his precepts. Hate sin sincerely, and strive 
couKUintly to overcome every evil proiKMisity ; and this not 
in your own strength, but relying on promised assistance 
from Him who hath said, "My strength shall be maile ^icr- 
fect in your weakness, and my grace is at all times sufEcient 
for you." We have abundant reason to believe that if we 
are sincere in seeking for mercy, we shall have God on our 
side, li God was not more willing to save us than we are 
to be saved, he never would have given up his Son a mnsom 
for Kinnern, ncir infonneil ns of it in his word, nor sent the 
Holy H[>irit to convince uh of Kin, and nr^e ns to reiMMitnnco. 
From my own experience I firmly believe the Calvinistio 
doctrines to be S(n*i[)tuml. I would not willingly consent to 
abrogate one of them. I love to acknowledge myself noth- 
ing, that God may be all. I feel that I am depraved in tlie 
whole man ; that in me naturally there ia no good ; that all 
my sufficiency is of God ; and it is my happiness that I may 
go to him OS a guilty, weak and helpless creature, and cast all 
my cares upon him. He has promised never to leave nor 
forsake me, and I can tnist his word. It is this comfort, my 
dear child, that I wish you to enjoy. It is what the world 
can neither give, nor deprive us of. Oh, seek firat the king- 
dom of God, and all other things shall be nddcd unto you : 
that is, you shall be fully satisfied with the allotments of 
Providence ; and how can it bo otherwise if you believe the 
promise, "that all things shall work t<)gc;tlier for good to 
them who put their trust in him." Therefore in all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths; trust 
not to your own undui'Ht4inding, it will deceive you 
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That you may bo made to bob yonr lost, nndono estate, by 
natnro and i)i*actico, and directed to rely wholly on Uiomorite 
of a gloriona Saviour ; that yon may bo filled with the diviue 
influenoes of the Holy Spirit, sanotifyiDg and pnrifying your 
nature, and live to the glory of God, is the sincere prayer of 
your offoctiouato mother, SAIUII TAPrAN. 

Ab was the custom in those days with young 
merchants aboiit to commence business, lie and his 
partner, before occupying their store in September, 
1807, hired a horse and chaise to^visit the different 
towns in New Hampshire and Vermont, to inform 
country merchants of their intentions, and soUcit their 
ciistom. During their excursion they went to the 
White hills, as the White moiintains wore then call- 
ed, liivod a ^ii<l<^, uikI fiHC<^iHl<u1 Uy iho top of Mount 
Washington, an exploit almost equal, at the time, to 
an ascension of the Alps at the present day. There 
was then no road, and not much of a path, and the 
ascent had been rarely made. The pedestrians 
were out two nights, losing themselves in a fog, but 
being amply recomi)ensed with a magnificent view 
when the sun shone out. 

After being in business about two months, he 
wrote to his sister from Portland, under date of Oc- 
tober 25, 1807, giving a brief description of the town, 
and his boarding place, which, he says, ''is at the 
house of a merchant recently reduced to bankniptcy, 
and now keeping boarders for a livohhood." He 
adds : 

" When I behold such a picture, my mind recoils 
at the view, and a resolution half escapes me, to 
avoid the possibility of over sluvriJig a similar fate. 
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and beholding those who would be endeared to me 
by the most tender ties reduced with myself to 
struggle with misfortune. But should we reject a 
certain good from an apprehension of evil ? Should 
wo not brand that pci'son as an idiot, who refuses to 
buy an estate because it would increase his cares 
and subject him to gi'oator losses, when the posses- 
sion would extend his means of benevolence, and 
enable him, by giving happiness to others, to enlarge 
the boimds of his own. No less is that person to 
bo despised who denies himself the enjoyments of a 
family and the opportunities such a situation gives 
of doing good, from the cowardly apprehension of 
misfortunes which ten thousand chances to one, 
never happen. But what am I writing? You will, 
I believe, be no less puzzled than myself to answer 
lliis quoslioj), so winliing you huccchh I am yoiu* most 
obedient and most aflbctionaUi lii-othcr, 

••AUTUUUTAITAN." 

The following letters to his sister were written in 
the ensuing year. 

Portland, April 2, 1808. 

After mentioning that an overture had been 
made to him to remove his business to Boston, 
which, after reflection both he and his partner had 
declined, he says : 

" 'T is not so much on the place or the circle of 
acquaintance that our happiness rests, as on our- 
selves. A contented mind is a source of enjoyment 
within the reach of every person, and which it is 
our duty to possess. I do not mean that we should 

3 
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be satisfied with our mental acquirements^ or ad* 
vancement in piety, but with tlie dispensations of 
Providence. The numerous sources of enjoyment 
which encircle every one, may be embittered or made 
productive only of misery, by an unhappy temper, 
while a firm reliance on Qod will promote a disposi- 
tion to enjoy his bounties and sweeten every occur- 
rence of life. Since, then, I can have little hope 
of again residing in Boston, it will be my study to 
know and appreciate the advantages of my present 
situation." 

Being on a short visit at Boston he writes to 
his sister at Northampton, his views of the circus, 
especially its influence on young women, and tlion 
sarcastically says: 

••BoBTON, May U, 1808. 

" But I know some who, too lilUe refined to relish 
such amusements, have had the independence and 
good sense to resist the allurements of fashion, and 
form a just estimate of this ennobling entertainment! 
We seem fast progi*ossing to that state of purity of 
mannera and perfection of tastes which delight in 
exalted pursuits, and to that time when bull-baiting 
and other amusements equally characteristic of a 
polished age will be encouraged by the fashionable 
world. Fashion! Fi\ahion! How mucli is society 
inlluencod by this Uttlo word ; how few are able to 
resist its potency. To be wholly insensible to its 
power is perhaps not desirable, but those are surely 
to be pitied who allow its influence to predominate 
over nature and over reason." 
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After liying at Portland abont two years, thej 
made up their minds that Montreal was probably a 
larger field for business, and tlierefore closed up 
their affairs, and o|K3nod a store in that city, with 
the lioiH) of soon realizing a nioderalo fortnuQ. Li 
a community where so many of the inhabitants and 
people with whom he should transact business spoke 
the French language, he deemed it best to board in 
a French family. He derived botli instruction and 
amusement while hving in this way, but after a while 
thought it best to reside with his own countrymen. 

The following letter was written to him by his 
father: 

'* Northampton, Jon. 17, 1809. 

Mt Deab Son : I received a letter from you dated the 15th 
of Maj, aud since that time have hoard from yon by the way 
of Charles, in a letter he wrote at Wa1]K)le on hiR return from 
(liiiiaila. I ]io|N) that your gtMulH have nnivcHl before this 
time, tliat yon may make it profitable to do business in that 
regicm. 

I nnderstand by a lino from Lewis, that Charles is now on 
lu8 way to moke you another visit I hoi)e to hear from you 
by him, and to have news that will gladden the hearts of 
yonr parents. Your temporal, and esi)eoially eternal inter- 
est^ will ever lie near our hearts, and we charge you, my dear 
son, to moke religion your business, and to attend to the con- 
cc*rn8 of your soul without any dohiy. Seek the one thing 
uccdfol, and choose that good part which shall never be 
taken away from you. Be not, my dear son, too much taken 
np with the world, and things that are seen and temi)ora], 
and neglect the more important concerns of another world. 
We are all hastening out of time into eternity, and must give 
a strict and impartial accoimt of our own improvement of the 
day and means of grace. We are anxious for you, my son, 
lost, living among the profane and worldly, you lose any seri- 
ons impri^Hsions you may have had heretofore, aud live with- 
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out Oocl in tlio world. Yonr pnrcnts wore sorry to linye yon 
leave Portland and go to Montreal, principally bocanso of tlio 
want of i*oligi(>n tliero, and the abounding of wickoiluciis 
among the inhabitants, the name and day of God openly pro- 
faned, or rather, as we hear, little or no regard paid to the 
Sabbath and the ordinances of the gospel. We know the 
depravity of the heart of man, and how prone we are to cost 
ofif fcac and restrain prayer, even where religion is supported 
and countenanced. What thou must bo the danger of a 
youth who has no examples set before him but those that ai*o 
bad, and is under no restraints but those of his own con- 
science. Temptations are always ready to assault the young, 
and unless restraining grace is given, they will be likely to 
fall into sin and perish. 

Oh, my son, be upon your guard ; shun as much as possi- 
ble evil company ; go not with tho wicked and profane of 
either sex, but, if possible to find any such, associate with 
the virtuous and go(Hl, and niuko such your chosen comiNUi- 
ions and most intimate friends. Pray to Qod, my Son, both 
morning and evening, to sanctify you, and keep you from sin 
and all evil, to make you holy, that you may be happy. Live 
a life of religion ; live above the world, and be not conformed 
to the maxims and practices of it, that are sinful and dis- 
pleasing to a holy God, but abstain from tho V017 ap])euranco 
of evil. You have the prayers of your parents that God 
would preserve you to his kingdom. 

Your friends here are all wclL 

Your affectionate father, BENJ. TAPPAN, 

From Montreal he again wrote to his sister, Oc- 
tober 30, 1809. After stating that he, with his part- 
ner and one or two other friends, had commenced 
housekeeping as bachelors, he says : 

" But upon the whole I am happier in this soi*t 
of life than I was in a boarding-house. We take 
our turns in the care of the house, and have every 
thing aiTanged in the most systematic order. On 
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Sundays we deviate so much from the custom of the 
, fashionable world in this city, as to attend church 
twice; and in the evening we call our little family 
together, closing it by rciuling a sonuon. Thus, you 
SCO, I am in no danger of losing my good old New 
England habits." 

The young merchcmts were so successful that 
they had the means of building a substantial stone 
warehouse on St. Paul-street, and were, as they 
fondly hojKjd, in a way s^wedily to make money 
enough to justify them in relinquishing their busi- 
ness in Canada, and returning to the States. The 
business was a general importing business of British 
goods, and they prosecuted it with an energy and 
devotedness that surprised their neighbors. 

It was hero that he met, for the fii'st time, his 
future wir<», Francos Anlill. Slio wjw llio danghtor 
of Colonel Edwaid Antill, whose father of the same 
name canio from England while a young man, set- 
tled in New Jersey, and married the daughter of 
Governor Morris of that state. The father of Miss 
Antill, after graduating at Columbia College, then 
EJng's College, pursued his law studies in Now York 
city. In order to perfect himself in the French lan- 
guage, he visited Quebec, where his sister resided, 
intending to return to New York, fix his abode 
there, and open a law office. But having formed 
the acquaintance of a yoimg French lady, he was so 
attracted by her beauty that, notwithstanding she 
was a lloman-catholic, he married her. This was 
on the 4th of May, 1707. They settled in Montreal. 
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Wlien hostilities commenced between England and 
the Americnn colonies, Mr. Antill took the side of 
the Americans, received a commission of colonel, 
and joined the army, while his own brother served 
on the side of the British, with the rank of colonel. 

Miss Antill was an orphan. While visiting her 
friends in Quebec, she frequently hoard the two 
young men from New England ridiculed on account 
of their strict morality and careful deportment, so 
much in contrast with the gayety and fi*eedom of 
the society around her. Her interest was aroused, 
and her acquaintance with one of them torminutod 
iA a life-long attachment. Upon her return to Orirt- 
.kaiiy, Oneida county, N. Y., tho homo of hor sistor 
and brotUer-in-law, Colonel and Mrs. Lansing, a 
correspondence was begun that ended in an engage- 
ment, and the parties were married in September, 
1810, by the Bev. Dr. Oamahan, afterwards presi- 
dent of Princeton College, New Jersey. 

Mr. Tappan embarked for England shortly after 
his marriage, to purchase goods for Ids firm in Mon- 
treal. In about two months his brother Lewis, of 
the firm of Tappan & Searle, Boston, joined him. 
The two brothers, who were engaged in similar pur- 
suits, visited London and several manufacturing 
towns in England, niakhig their principal abode in 
Manchester. As leisure afforded, they visited places 
of interest, seized every opportunity to acquaint 
themselves with men and things in the land of their 
fathers, and made purchases of books and prints for 
their future gi*atification and improvement. Early 
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in the ensuing spring, having completed their pur- 
chases and forwarded their goods to Liverpool, they 
repaired there to ship the goods and embark for 
their native land. But as delays of various kinds 
occiuTcd, and Arthur was impatient to return to the 
United States, he left his business with his brother, 
who shipped the goods of both, and embarked for 
home a few weeks after. 

On Arthur's return to Montreal, notwithstcoiding 
the gloomy state of political affairs between the 
United States and England, ho did not anticipate 
any serious inteniiption to his mercantile business. 
On tUo contrary, he and his partner in trade antici- 
pated a career of success, so auspiciously begun. 

The following letters were written to his sister 
Eliza during his residence in Montreal : 

" MoNTUKAL, Juno 28, 1811 Although it is 

now eleven at night, and I have just finished a hard 
day's work at the store, I cannot miss the opportu- 
nity by Mr. D to inform you of our health. . . . 

I am at the store and constantly hurried from morn- 
ing till ten and eleven at night." 

Writing to his sister of the illness of his wife, 
Montreal, March 10, 1812, he says : " The weather 
i3 now fine, and we hope by riding out the fever will 
bo surnioiuitcd. I wish our dear mother was hero. 
She would be worth a thousand physicians." 

Writing to the same. May 20, 1812, after descri- 
buig his domestic happiness, and expressing a sti'ong 
desire that his sister would visit him, he says : " I 
have written lately with considerable anxiety re- 
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specimg the prospect of this country being mode the 
scene and theatre of war; but my fears are now 
very much abated, as you will naturally conclude 
from my urging you to visit ua" 

The affairs between the two countries became 
more and more serious, until the Congress of the 
United States issued a declaration of war against 
Oreat Britain, in 1812, when an inyasion of Canada 
by the United States forces was threatened. The 
two partners continued in Montreal, attending to 
their embarrassed business. They had the mortifi- 
cation to witness the United States soldiers, surren- 
dered by General Hull, marched tlirough the streqts 
of that city amid the derision of tlic i)ooplo. As Uio 
war advanced, the Canadian govemment required 
all citizens of the United States living in Canada to 
take the oath of allegiance to the king of England, 
or to depart from the province. Several who were 
engaged in trade at once took the oath, and some 
went so far as to exult in the disaster that had 
attended the American troops. 

Tappan and Sewall refused to take the oath of 
allegiance, and were therefore obUged to quit the 
province rather summarily, and at a considerable 
sacrifice of property. The firm was dissolved, and 
the partners sought an asylum among their fi'iends 
in the States. Such goods as were not prohibited 
by the order of Sir George Provost they brought 
away with them. The bonds given to the United 
States in this case were afterwards remitted by an 
act of Congress. Subsequently they wore able, after 
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great exertions, to take away the residue of their 
goods, and the bonds given for them were also re- 
mitted by the same anthoritj. Still the losses wore 
very severe, and the young merchants were gi'oatly 
diKappointcd at having their business prostrated 
and tliemselves nearly niined. 

Soon after, ho wrote to his sister: 

««AuiAMT, SeptG, 1812. 

" . . . . You want to know what my future plans 
are, and where I intend to fix my residence. I am 
aI>oiit as much at a loss to give you a satisfactory 
reply, as I am to answer the inquiry that is some- 
times put to me of, * Where do you belong ?* To this 
inquiry I generally say, * I belong where my wife hap- 
ficiiH to be at the tiriic.* My object in coming into the 
States was principally to look after the debts due to 
my lirni. lliul it not boon for this, I should not havo 
relmquished the joys of my own fireside to become a 
wanderer without a place I can call my home. As 
it is, I can form at present no settled plan. My 
debtors are very scattered, and they will take up 
much of my time This town is most conveni- 
ent for me on account of my business, and I may 
conclude to remove hero for a time. I am to leave 
again to-moiTow for Vernon, where I go to receive 
some more of my goods on their way fi*om Canada. 
Those I have taken to New York are chiefly sold, 
and at prices to save me from loss." 

After leaving Montreal he retmned to Canada 
for a short time, to try to collect some claims. The 
firm had dealt lai'gely in blankets for the Indians, 

3* 
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and money was owing to them in several places. 
He used a{toi*wards to laugh heartily in relating 
that he was arrested about this time as a spy, by a 
British soldier, near the Canada line, whom he 
allowed to take him to the commandant without 
disclosing who he was. The commandant happened 
to be an old fiiond of his, and exclaimed on seeing 
him, "Mr. Tappan, how came you here?" The sol- 
dier walked away, quite crestfallen. 

His next letter states that he left his wife and 
infant at Albany, in good health, where he expects 
to reside with his family during the winter; and 
adds: 

<*NKwYoBX,Oot »0, 1812. 

" Alas I when shall I realize again those 

heart-thrilling delights which spring from the pos- 
session of a home I When I reflect on the happi- 
ness I possessed a few months since in the bosom 
of my o\m little family, where each moniing and 
evening we united in praising the bounteous Giver 
of all our blessings, and felt our happmcss increased 
by the pleasing exercise, the contrast my present 
situation presents spreads a melancholy over my feel- 
ings. But tliough this cruel war has made a sad 
breach in my enjoyments, it has left me much to 
be grateful for. It is not my disposition to ponder 
on misfortunes past, or waste my life in ungi*ateful 

anticipations of future ills Could we view 

these little changes as they are designed by Prov- 
idence to weaken the ties that bind us to earth, they 
would have a most salutary effect on our hearts." 
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IV. 



Afteti a fow months of rosUoss inactivitj, reai- 
diiig at Nortliamptou, Albany and Boston, endeav- 
oring to secure the property of the late firm in 
Canada, he proposed to his brother Lewis, who was 
then in the importing business in Boston, to furnish 
him with a moderate capital, with which he could 
commence at New York the importation of British 
drygoods. An agreement was made, and a store 
hired at No. 162 Pearl-street, the style of the firm 
being Arthur Tappon Sc Co. 

Tlie business was commenced soon after the 
treaty of peace with England in 1815. It was con- 
ducted successfully the first year; but in 181G the 
importations so greatly exceeded the demand, and 
the country was so flooded with goods imported by 
American merchants or consigned by English man- 
ufacturers, that freshly imported cotton goods from 
England were sold by the package at thirty or more 
l>cr cent, loss than cost and charges. It was neces- 
sary for Arthur Tappan & Co. to sell their goods at 
any rate, in order to make remittances to their bcmk- 
ers in London, who had come under acceptances 
for them to the manufacturers. Mr. Tappan, there- 
fore, finding it impossible to sell his goods at satis- 
factory prices, at private sale, and being anxious to 
fulfil his engagements abroad, disposed of a large 
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part of them at aaction, and remitted the proceeds 
to England. 

To facilitate the sale of the remaining goods, the 
packages were broken up, and the *' jobbing" busi* 
ness was begiin, that is, selling by the piece. To do 
this more advantageously, Mr. Tappan quit the 
chambers ho had occupied, and took another stoi*o, 
No. 120 Peai*l-«treet, Hanover-square, on a lease of 
ten years, at a rent that appears very inconsidera- 
ble at the present day, namely, one thousand dollars 
per annum, in a situation deemed so eligible at that 
time. In order to be nearer to his place of busi- 
ness, ho moved his residence to Qold-stroot, near 
Mrtidon-lauo, a stroot now occupied sololy by stories. 

In August, 1817, he dissolved with his brother. 
The unfortunate result of the importing business 
had of course essentially lessened his means of pros- 
ecuting trade of any kind ; yet, without loss of cred- 
it, he resolved on persevering, and if possible, build- 
ing up a prolUublo ostablishnicnt on tho ruins of tho 
previous one. With mlmirablo courage ho battled 
against adversity, Uving economically, and working 
laboriously early and late. For a time he associa- 
ted with himself one or more clerks as partnoi-a; 
and on dissolving with them, he fonncd a partner- 
ship, in 1826, with Mr. Charles Koolor and Mr. Alfred 
Edwards, his nephew, the firm being as previously, 
Archur Tappan & Co. 

After changing from the package to piece sales, 
he changed also the kind of goods he dealt in. 
Manchester cotton goods wore suporsodod by India 
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and French goods. Tliey were purchased m port at 
Boston, on the credit of his elder brother John, who, 
with his accustomed generosity, loaned both his 
money and credit. The business proved so success- 
ful, that in the course of two or three years the 
money was all repaid. 

The business was a cash business, and the prices 
but a small percentage over the cost. As the busi- 
ness increased, other merchants in the trade mar- 
Yollod how it could be carried on advantageously. 
The fact was, tlio goods were chiefly bought in 
packages on a credit of four or six months, and sold 
by the piece at about the bare cost, the profits being 
only equivalent to the interest on the amount of the 
sales until the expiration of the credit. The low 
prices attracted the attention of purchasers, and 
neighboring merchant's predicted that this new kind 
of business would soon come to a termination. 

One of thorn assured Mr. Tappau*s brother that 
he was attempting a hazardous, and as he believed, 
a ruinous business ; that he was selling his goods at 
the cost, and that he would find that the expenses 
would "eat him up." This was intimated to him; 
but the shrewd man smiled, kept his own counsel, 
and persevered. The business rapidly increased, 
and the small profit on the aggi'cgato sales soon 
amounted to a large sum. The number of salesmen, 
few at first, were soon increased, and ere long the 
silk store of Aithur Tappau became known over the 
whole countiy, until the sales amounted to upwards 
of a million of dollars annually — an amount far 
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short of what is sold at the present day by numer- 
ous dealers, but considered at that period oxtromoly 
large.* 

Prosperity did not seduce him into personal or 
family extravagances, or induce him to hoard riches. 
On the contrary, it led him to reflect seriously upon 
his obligations as a stewabd of the Lord. His wife 
was already a member of an evangelical church, and 
her influence undoubtedly had a salutary effect on 
a husband who always manifested for her a warm 
attachment. They attended the Presbyterian church 
in MuiTay-streot, of which Bov. John M. Mason, 
D. D., was the minister. He was at the time a man 
of commanding talents, uurivallod eloquence, and 
extensive influence. 

When about thirty years of age, Mr. Tappan 
united with Dr. Mason's church. He had never 
forgotten the instructions of pious parents while 
under their roof, nor the faithful counsel they had 
given him in their lettei*s in subsequent ycai*s. He 
had been a child of prayer, and the strong faith 
evinced by his parents, especially by his mother, 

* It wonld Axnnse the millionaires in trade, at the present time, 
to know what notions respecting trade prevailed half a oontnry 

ago. A neighbor, Mr. A , is said to have stepped into the store 

of the luto Stephen Whitney, when the following dialogue took 

pliico : Mr. A : ** What amount of goods do you think Arthur 

Tuppau sold last year?" Mr. W : " I don't know ; but they 

do a large busiuc&s, and I should not bo sui*pn8ed to learn that 
their sales amounted to four or five hundred thousand dollars." 

Mr. A : *' You are right ; their sales last yef r, it is said, were 

half a milUon of dollars." Mr. W replied : **Only think of 

that!" 
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mode his conyersion not nn unexpected, although it 
was a joyful event to her and his other Christian 
friends. The mother's ferv'ent prayers were answered. 
What encouragement must slie have derived from 
the fulfilment of the divine promise, to pray for the 
conversion of other children and grandchildren I 
"The efFectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much." 

About this time he had the pleasure of welcom- 
ing to the city his youngest sister, with whom he 
had corresponded at an earUer period, and for whom 
ho had mucli afFection. She was married in 1817 to 
Alexander Phcenix of New York. The brother and 
sister both anticipated much happiness as residents 
of the same city, and during the bnef period it 
jiloasod Clod to Rimro her vahiablolito, tho anlicipa- 
lion was fully roalizod. Uor Huddon death in 1819, 
liowovor, in lior twonty-ninth year, blighted tlioso 
fond hopes. He found consolation in this bereave- 
ment where alone it can be found, in the character 
and service of an Almighty helper and supporter. 
« Dr. Mason took notice of his activity and conse- 
cration of property at an early date. On looking at 
a subscription paper, soon after Mr. Tappan had 
united with his church, as liis son Bev. Ei*skine 
Mason afterwards related, he said : " That subscrip- 
tion of Arthur Tappan I regard as the best subscrip- 
tion on the paper, for it canios the heart with it, 
aiul is a Inifijo sum in proportion to liia ability," 
After Dr. Mason's relinquishment of tho pastoral 
ollico, ho was succeeded by Rev. Dr. Snodgrass, 
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upon whose ministry Mr. and Mrs. Tappivn attended. 
As bis success in business increased, so did liis giv- 
ing to benevolent objects. It was his prayerful 
inquiry: "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 
He resolved on consecrating a large portion of his 
gains to the cause of the Bedeemer, by engaging, 
heart and purse, in the benevolent operations of the 
day. 

It was a marvel to many persons that a man who 
appeared to be so enterprising in business, and so 
bent on making money, should be so distinguished 
for his bonovolonco; and ono inliinatod timt philan- 
thropic deeds and money-making wore at war with 
cadi otiior. ''If a luau of businosH is also a philan- 
thropist," said tills person, " he is in danger, while 
he is laying up treasure in heaven, of losing it on 
earth." This was quite plausible; and yet Mr. 
Tappan endeavored to unite the seemingly opposite 
traits of being benevolent and yet energetic in 
business. 

He perceived the*reason why there are no more 
persons of enlarged philanthropy among men of 
business, and why those who are benevolently dis- 
posed frequently act by fits and starts. He saw the 
difficulties and temptations that influence men of tliis 
class, and that too often load them to vaciHato, and 
sometimes dissemble or betray a righteous cause. 
He was aware also that some merchants who pro- 
fessed anti-shivery sentiments made cowardly com- 
pliances in then* iutercourse with slaveholding cus- 
tomers; but he believed that the principal part of 
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those who avowed such conyictions were made of 
''sterner stuff/' and maintained their principles even 
if adherence to them lessened their gains. He hon- 
ored such. 

In his own case, his o\ym avowal of anti-slavery 
sentiments, and his steadfast maintenance of them, 
saved him from losses he might, by a contrary 
course, have incurred There were rivals in his line 
of business, who urged their claims upon Southern 
patronage by alleging that they were free from the 
taint of abolitionism. Some of tliis class became 
engulfed in embarrassment and even ruin on account 
of attracting to their stores unprincipled Southern 
traders. They thus found, to their disappointment 
and dismay, that there is " no friendship in trade." 
One or more of these firms that undertook to build 
up their forlunos on the prodiclod ruiiiH of Arthur 
Tappan's business, suffered so much and so speed- 
ily by the palronage of the " Southrons," that they 
were the subjects of derision even of men who "sold 
their principles with their goods." 

An old friend of his, now Kving, says : " I was 
first associated with Arthur Tappan in 1820, in aid- 
ing the 'Ajnerican Sunday-school Union' in estab- 
lishing schools in the valley of the Mississippi. At 
a public meeting m Masonic Hall, ho gave five thou- 
sand dollars to the object." About the same time, 
at the suggestion of Bev. Jonas King, late mission- 
ary to Greece, he forwarded money for tlie estab- 
lishment of a scholai-sliip in the "Theological Semi- 
naiy at Andovor," as appears by the following : 
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Union, N. J., Bbllyilli P. 0., Sept. 15, 1856. 
Mr. J. L. Tatlob: 

DsAB Sib : I have yonrs of the 13th inst, and am liappy 
to leom the scholarship established in the Andover Theologi- 
cal Seminary by me, ilirough the intervention of my friend 
Jonas King, has boon iustmmontal of goocl. It was given 
for the p^iposo of being aiiplicd in aid of nooily and descr- 
ying yonng men 'socking the gospel ministry ; and my wish 
has been, and stilF is, that tlio incomo arising fix)m tlio gift 
may continue to be so appUed, in the absence of any nomina- 
tion by me, by the trustees to one or more such students in 
your seminary as they shall designate. 

I am very respectfully your obedient servant, 

ARTHUB TAPPAN. 

won TBS VXW TOBK OimEBVXB. 
MOTB FliOM DB. JONAS KINO. 

In your pa|wr I noiiiMul an ariii^lo with i*oj(ard to tho lut^^ 
Arthur Tuppau, which rumindud luo of an act of licnoYo- 
lence performed by him about forty-five years ago, and known 
perhaps only by me, or some one who may have examined 
the books of the Treasurer of the Theological Seminary at 
Andover. 

I took tea with him one evening at the time above men- 
tioned, and in conversation I spoke of the establishment of a 
scholarship at Andover, which I considered of some impor- 
tance. 

Soon after this I left for Andover, where I was going to 
si>end a year as resident Ucentiate, and in a few days I re- 
ceived from Mr. Tappan a letter enclosing a check or order 
from him for the payment of sixteen hundred dollars ($1,G00) 
for the establishment of a soholsxship as above mentioned. 
This I handed over to Mr. Farrar, the then treasurer of the 
seminary. 

I suppose, of course, tho money was applied to tho object 
for which it was solicited by me and given by Mr. Tappan. 

Yours truly, JONAS KINO. 

He became an efficient member of the "Ameri- 
can Bible Society," which had been fonned in 1816; 



RESIDENCES IN Ni;j^ YORK. 67 

snbsequently of the "American Tract Society;" and 
in these and various other ways he aimed to be 
faithful, as a good steward of the Lord Jesus Chbist, 
and to promote the cause of evangelical religion to 
the extent of his ability. The claims of foreign and 
domestic missions, of education, and of the poor, 
were near his heart, and he contributed to them, 
in labor and money, with cheerfulness and hber- 
ality. 

From Qold- street ho moved his rosidonco to 
Whitohall-strcot. Hero ho lived very pleasantly 
three or four years, when he moved to No. 19 Broad- 
way. Aft<er residing here about an equal time, he 
purchased the house No. 25 Beach-street, opposite 
St. Jolin*s Park, and took up his abode there. At 
the opposite side of the park, comer of Varick and 
Laighl sliccls, was a rrosbytoriaii church, of which 
Rev. Samuel H. Cox was pastor ; aud to this church 
Mr. and Mi-s. Tappan transfciTcd their membership. 
He had for a summer residence a hired house at 
Bloomingdale, on the bank of the North river, six 
miles from the City Hall, where his friend Pelatiah 
Perit afterwards resided. At another season, he 
occupied, duriug the summer mouths, a house on 
Love-lane, where his former pastor. Dr. Mason, had 
previously lived. This location was near the Bloom- 
ingdale-road, now an extension of Broadway. It 
was then a i*ural situation, aud considered quite out 
in the countiy. ' During their residence on Love- 
Ian^, they attended the Presbyterian church on 
Blcecker-street, near Broadway; and they over after 
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felt a warm friendsliip for iho pastor, Eey. Matthias 
Bnion.* 

Writing to his eldest daughter, 30th August, 
1826, after speaking of his intention to visit tlio 
Oatskill mountains with his wife, ho says: 

" .... I enclose a short letter received from your 
grandfather since you left us. You will see that 
your cousin Ann has been made the instrument in 
the hands of God of awakening great attention to 
religion at the place where Mr. Wilder now resides.! 
This will be interesting news for you to communi- 
cate to Mra. Sexton, Mr. Wilder's sister. Your 
grandfather feels exceedingly anxious for his grand- 
children, that the last prayora of your dojiartcd 
grandmother may be answered. These prayers, you 
know, were for the salvation of their precious souls. 
Since your grandmother's death, several of your 
cousins have experienced that change of heart which 

* Mr. Brnon had a brilliant oiiroer as a soUolar, pUilontbropist, 
nnd ministor of tbo gospel, but was cut clown by a sbort and dis- 
trossiii|{ illiii^MH, Si)ptoiiil>t)r U, 1820, ai^od 3(! yciurH. Ho Hiiidu'd 
witb Dr. Musou, wus orduluod in Loudon, jNuuMsd six monibs in 
Paris, and was employed as a missionary in tbe city of New York. 
During bis labors be collected tbe Bleecker-street congregation. 
Tbe American Home Missionary Society, tbe Bible, tbe Sunday- 
scbool, tbe Tract, tbe Foreign Mission Societies engaged bis 
efforts. He was tbe corresponding secretary of tbe General Union 
for Promoting tbo Obsorvanco of tbu ObriHtian Siibbatb, and died 
greatly beloved. 

f 'ilie cousin alluded to was Ann Tappan, afterwards Mrs. 
Brewster, now deceased, the daughter of Arthur's brother William 
Slio was but fifteen years of ago when, iu Mr. Wilder's family at 
Ware, Mass., she exerted a happy influence among tbe young 
people of tbe Tillage, during a revival, in leading them to the Sav- 
iour. 



RESIDENCE IN NEW HAVEN. 69 

we are told in the word of Qod is absolutely neces- 
sary to salvation.* 

" My beloYod daughter, your parents feel a ten- 
der solicitude for your soul, and those of our other 
dear children. It depends now on yourself whether 
you will share in the blessing that your grandmoth- 
er's last prayers were put up for, and which Qod 
has so evidently shown he is ready to bestow. And 
will you not accept the blessing? Shall God wait 
to bo gracious, and will you reject his offers of 
mercy ? It you are willing, go to your room and 
tell iQod so, and plead with him that he will make 
you still more willing. Plead earnestly, and depend 
on it you will not be sent away empty. 

" I am your affectionate father, 

"A. TAPPAN." 

During the iiumt prosperous yoai-s of Mr. Tap- 
pan's hfo, ho bought what he considered a more 
pennanent residence for his family. In 1828, he 
purchased of Professor S. F. B. Morse, of telegraphic 
celebrity, the house in New Haven, in Temple-street, 
formerly occupied by the professor's father. Rev. Dr. 
Jedediah Morse. There he had a house and garden 
that greatly pleased him, and his family enjoyed 
advantages they had not hitherto possessed. He 
could visit them once a week at least, after the toil 
of a week's labor in New York, and find some res- 
pite from the turmoil of the mercantile metropolis. 

* It in a retnnrknblc fact, that inritliiu n year or two after the 
loath of Mi*8. Sarah Tappau, upwards of twenty of her grand- 
chihlrcii wore hopefully converted. Many of hor grandchildren 
had 1mm>ii oonvorlod provioiiHly. 
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Mn. Tappak impntod Lis miccoss in trtulo to ^vliat 
was then somowbat of a novelty. " The secret of 
our success was this/' he said. ''I had but one 
price, and sold for cash or short credit." But it 
was also owing to another cause, which his modesty 
prevented him from stating. This was his babe 
iMTEORrrY. His customers had the fullest confidence 
tliat when they made purcliases at his store, thoy 
would not be cheated by false weights, or measures, 
or fugilivo coloiu Evory thing wtiH what it was 
represented to be. Even tliose purchasers who dis- 
liked his opinions, and also those who professed to 
hate him and his philanthropic and religious charac- 
ter, highly prized the principles on which he con- 
ducted business, especially when they were the par- 
ties benefited. Even slavoholding merchants, who 
were in the constant practice of robbing tlioir poor 
victims, were more than satisfied with the treatment 
they received at his hands.* 

The confidence felt was so great, that merchants 

^ It WAS thought fit that day, but not now, that it wna a heavy 
ami uiijuHtiliublo charge to bring aguiiiHt a Hlavuhuhlcr, that lie 
robbed his *'Bervaut»;" but if they had felt the force of what is 
said by the apostle James, they might have acknowledged its 
truthfulness : * * Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped 
down your fields, which is of you kkpt back by vbaud, crieth : 
and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears 
of the Lord of Sabaoth." Jos. 5 : 4. 
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who visltod the city to make thou: purchases, would 
frequently lay aside the goods they wanted, imme-^ 
diately on arriving in the city, with full confidence 
that if any article fell in price in the market, before 
thoy made up their assortment, a reduction would 
be made with or without their asking it. Merchants 
from distant places, who could not conveniently 
come to the city, some of them being unacquainted 
personally with Mi*. Tappan, would send their orders 
for the goods thoy wanted — often considerable quan- 
tities — with entire confidence that they would be 
selected with care, and put at the lowest market 
price, the same as if they had been on the spot. 
This principle of trade may be in practice now, and 
probably is in some cases, but it was considered 
rare at the time, and Mr. Tappan enjoyed a large 
mono]X)ly of it. The Rur|)rise is that it is not uni- 
versal, txH conlidonco is the Hfo of trade, often sup- 
plying the place of a capital, and enabling a mer- 
chant to transact business with the best portion of 
dealers. 

It is an old saying, "Honesty is the best policy." 
John Howe, a highly respected citizen of Boston, 
who amassed a fortune in the lumber business, used 
to say, " If there were no principle in the case, I 
would be honest from policy; it is the surest way to 
make money."* 

The " one price" rule occasioned one day no lit- 
tle meniment in the store. The wife of an American 
gentleman, who had long resided in London, and 

♦ Omiulfiithcr of Coloiiol Fmiik K. IIowo of Now York. 
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who was herself on American woman, being in 
ilow York, thought it a good opportunity to sniv- 
ply herself with* India crapes, then much in vogae. 
After inqiiiring for the best place to make her 
purchases she drove to the store of Arthur Tap- 
pan & Co., accompanied by her " secretary." She 
had not been tliere long before one of the clerks 
came in haste to the desk of one of the partners, 
and said, "Will you come, sir, and see a lady who 
insists ui)on having a reduction in the price of the 
goods; she will take no denial; is making much dis- 
turbance, and insists upon seeing one of the pai*t- 
nci*s." On his approaching, she said, in on excited 
manner, " This clerk refuses to soil mo those crapes 
at the price I olTer for them, and I have sent for you 
to direct him." 

The rule of the store was explained to her, as the 
clerk had previously attempted, and the reason of 
its adoption was given ; but it was all to no pur- 
pose; she raised her voice, appeared veiy angiy, 
and said : " I caino to tliis shop to lay out consider- 
able money; I want some pieces of these goods for 

myself, and some for my friends. Lady A , the 

Duchess B , Lady , etc.; your clerk will 

not oblige me, talks about a rule ; I never heard of 
such a rule in any London shop; there they lot mo 
have goods at my ovm price. If I can't buy at 
prices I think reasonable, I shall not come here to 
purchase any more." Finding that neither the airs 
she put on, nor her threats had succeeded, she quit 
the premises, to the no small amusement of many 
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of the clerks and customerSy who witnessed the 
scene. 

Mr. Tappan felt in after-life, the injury that had 
roRultcd from his not pursuing the Rystcui he adopt- 
ed when ho commenced tlio jobbing business in 
Pcarl-strcct, of selling only for casli, or short notes, 
as they were called, payable, with interest, at some 
bank. The general practice of merchants, at that 
day, the eapest solicitations of his customers, the 
U'm[)l:ili()nH to hcjH at groalor prolitH, and tho aj)- 
parent success of the credit system, influenced him 
io depart, by degrees, from the rule he had estab- 
lished, until his principal sales were made on credit. 
He conducted this credit business also disadvanta- 
geously, compared with ncighbora in the same kind 
of business, for as ho had but one price, and they 
generally had prices suited to tho length of the 
credit given, he could not afTord to take the risks of 
prolonged credits, as others did. 

Had he rigidly adhered to the wise rule adopted 
at an early period, ho would have saved himself 
great anxiety and perplexity, probably acquired in 
the end more property, and been able thus to extend 
ihe sphere of his usefulness by still more hberal 
benefactions. He saw this, when it was too late, and 
rogietted it, and hoped others might profit by pur- 
suing a different course.* 

In the year 1821 Mr. Tappan made himself an 
honorary director of the "New York EvangeUcal 
Missionary Society." He also constituted himself a 

o Soo Ap][)Oudix 2, for facia in iclalioii io tho credit systom. 

4 
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member for life of the ''Young Men's Missionary 
Society of New York" in the same year; and iu 
1824 a member of the " United Domestic Missiona- 
ary Society." In 1826 he made himself a director 
for life of tlio "American Home Missionary Society," 
at its organization. He was also the auditor of the 
Society fi*om its beginning till 1839, thirteen years. 

In the year 1824 he exerted himself on behalf of 
the tract cause, giving his time and money freely. 
In February, 1825, he was surprised by a call at his 
store before sunrise. It was by Bev. William A. 
Hallock from the New England Tract Society, pro- 
posing to form a National Tract Society in New 
York. Meetings for prayer and consnltatiou wcro 
held. He gave $5,000 for that object, which was soon 
increased to $20,000. The site of the present Tract 
House, 150 Nassau-street, was bought, the comer- 
stone laid May 11th, officers were chosen, he was 
elected Chairman of the Finance Committee, and 
devoted Iiiniself witli undying ardor au<l success to 
its best interests, as will further appear in subm^quont 
pages. 

It has been already stated that after tlie forma- 
tion of the "American Bible Society" lie took a deep 
interest in its success. Besides subscribing liberally 
to its funds, he made himself and several of his 
friends life directors, circulated many copies of the 
Scriptures, and gave other substantial proofs of his 
attachment to the cause. 

In 1825, Mr. Tappan was a member of a com- 
mittee of the managers "to devise and take meas< 
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ares to raise by subscription the requisite sum to 
pay off the debt remaining duo on the building of 
the American Bible Society." It seems he declined 
the election as a manager in that year on account 
of other engagements, but being .relieved, in some 
measure, of the pressure of busines.s, he was reelect- 
ed in 1828, and accepted the tnist. By the record 
of the society it appears tliat on the 23d April, 1829, 
a favoritn ]ilan of his was brought Ix^foro the man- 
agers for 8Ui)plying every family in the country with 
a cojiy of the Bible, he havhig i)ledgod himself that, 
provided the board of managers should adopt a 
resolution to recommend to the society at its then 
approaching anniversary, " to supply every family in 
the United States with f\ Bible, that may be willing 
to buy or accept one," and the said resolution should 
be adoi)lod by the socii^ly, he would coutiibulo 
towards its accomplishment, the sum of $5,000. 

His proposition appeare to have been accepted, 
for at the annual meeting of the American Bible 
Society, in the following month, on motion of the 
Rev. Dr. Milnor, seconded by Dr. Boyd, the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted : 

R&uilvcily This socioty, with a roJiaiico on Divino aid, will 
cmlcavor to Rup))1y all tlio dcstitnif^ famihcs in tbo United 
Stal<«8 with tho Jloly S<'ri|»tnroR, that may bo willinp; to pnr- 
chaHe or receive them, within the space of two years, provitlod 
BulHcient means be fiirniHhcd by anxiliaries and benevolent 
individuals in season to enable the board of managers to cnriy 
this resolution into ciToct. 

It doas not appear that he kept any list of his 
numerous gifts to benevolent objects. Neither was 
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he accustomod to talk about tLoin. If lie liad soeu 
them paraded in newspapers it would have disturbed 
him. He delighted in giving to good objects with- 
out solicitation, and felt a satisfaction in often anti- 
cipating the calls .of the "Lord's coUcctoi's.*' 

Yet he did not give to every object pati*onized 
by good men. Tlie calls of this sort for his charita- 
ble consideration were very numerous ; these visits 
sometimes annoying him by their length and unsea- 
sonableness. 

Occasionally the manoeuvres of persons soliciting 
his aid called forth his reproofs, as in tlie case of a 
distinguished lawyer, who called upon him at his 
store to solicit a contribution sot on foot by a broth- 
er, a celebrated doctor of divinity. Mr. Tappan did 
not seem disposed to comply with the request. The 
applicant became importunate, and said : " I want 
your name more than your money ; be so kind as to 
head the subscription, and you will not be called 
upon for the money." Instead of being flattered by 
su(5li a request, ho miwle the proposer of it feel 
abashed for having intimated to him such a propo- 
sal. His manner, if not his words, said: "Is thy 
servant a dog, that he should do tliis thing?" 

Among his benefactions were the following: 
1. To the Auburn TnEOLoaioAL SK^nNAHY, New 
York, as. appears by the farewell address to the 
graduating class of 18C5, by Professor Hopkins, who 
stated that " Mr. Tappan was the early hiend of the 
seminary, donating it the sum of $15,000," which 
" at once set its wheels fully in motion, by enabling 
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the trustees to secure the valuablo services of its. 
first professor in theology, the late Dr. Bichnrds." 

2. To the MiLNOR FitoFESSonsHir iu Keuyon Col- 
lege, Gambior, Ohio. From sUitomouts made iuci- 
dcii tolly by Uishop Chark, at different UmcH, it ap- 
pears that Arthur Tappan of Now York, originated 
the movement by offering $1,000, i)rovidcd $10,000 
should be subscribed. Bishop Chase contributed 
$1,000, but who made up the balance cannot now be 
ascertained. 

3. TuE Yale College Fund. Dr. Bacon, in his 
sermon on the death of Arthur Tappan, says: "And 
when it appeared that tlio young men, aided by that 
society [American Education Society] were hindered 
from coming to Yale College, because there was at 
that time no funds, as at other colleges, for the pay- 
ment of their tuition-bills, he assumed, in 1828, the 
responsibility of paying for the tuition of all bene- 
ficiaries here, till the number should be more than a 
hundred." Allusion is made to this, in an article 
in the " New York Observer," of August 16, 1828, as 
follows : 

XXTBAORDINAIIY MUNIFIOENOE. 

It iH imdoTRiooil ilifit ii boiiovolcnt iiiclivi<liml hiw offcr- 
ed to jwy tlio tuition, ni Yalo CoUogo, of ono Lnudrcd iiuli- 
l*n\i pious Rtiitloiitfi, who arci looldnp forwanl to tlio poRpol 
ministry. Tlio price of tuition bring 833 u yoar, the offer is 
equivolcDt to $3,300 per annum, for four ycai-s.. In conse- 
quenco tbe directors of the Connecticut Bmncb of the Amer- 
icjui I'Mucation Society issued a circular. 

The following note from the president of the col- 
lege relates to the same subject : 
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Yai.k Coi.lkgr. August 28, 1833. 

DkarBir: I t4iko pArticMiliir (uitiKriu^liou in ooininuiiioii- 
tiiig the eiicloHcil vote of our iu>r[M>nilioii, uii<l in uxpn^Msing 
my personal acknowledgiueuts for the deeii interest Avliich 
you have in the most efficient manner manifested in the pro- 
motion of ednoation npou Cliristiun imnciplcs, and the im- 
portant aid which you have given in time of difliciilty iiud 
danger, to sustain the cause of piety and industiy and order 
in the college. 

May the blessing of heaven ever rest u[)on you, and on 
your unwearied efforts to advance the interests of truth nnd 
righteousness. With affectionate and high regard, your obe- 
dient servant, JEKKMLA.1I DAY. 

Abtuuh TAPPiN, Esq. 

Tlio foUowiDg was tlio voto nlludod to in ilio 
aboYo iioto : 

At a meeting of the president and fi*UowH of Yule Col- 
lege, September 20, 1832 : 

Voled^ That the thanks of this board be presented by tlie 
president to Artliur Tappan, for the generous provision which 
he has made for paying the tuition of more thim twenty 
students in the present and preceding graduating (ilauses, 
during the whole of their collegiate coui-se, amounting in the 
whole to four thousand and forty-eiglit dolliMU 

A true copy of record taken by JKItElirAU DAY. 

4. Ameuioan Education Society. He took very 
great interest in IleY. Mr. Cornelius' efforts on behalf 
of this society, while ho was sccrotaiy. Ho often con- 
ferred with him at his house, and had much corre- 
spondence with him. • Fi'om lottei'S to this devoted 
seiTant of Christ, written between 1827 and 1830, 
taken from the files of that society, and kindly fur- 
nished by its present secretary, Rev. Increase S. 
Tarbox, the following extracts are made : 

"I have consulted Dr. Spring regardmg the indi- 
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vidnals named by yoii as speakers at the anniversaiy 
of the Education Society. ... I hope the sum voted 
by the Presbyterian Society hist evening, will en- 
courage you a little The Young Men's Society 

have their annivei-sary to night, and hox)e to get 

some money If, with all your efforts at the 

east, to provide for the next quarterly payments, 
you are likely to fail, I hope you will let us know of 
it through the 'Kecorder,' and I will try to get you 
something mcno from oiu* society hero. If you do 
not like to publish your necessities to the world, 
please let me know privately. You know the gi'eat 
interest I take in your labors. May God spare your 
health and prosper your efforts. 

"Yours, very respectfully, and affectionately, 

"ARTHUR TAPPAN. 
"December 11, 1827." 

On the fifth of March, 1828, he writes : " .... I 
perceive by your favor of the 24th ult., that God is 
tiding your faith by obliging you to remain compar- 
atively inactive. I sincerely regret the cause of this 
suspension of your active efforts, and hope your 
dear -wife will soon be in the enjoyment of perfect 
health. Perhaps you will not regret having been 
prevented coming here at this moment, when you 
learn that money is so excectlingly scarce, and so 
much distress is consequently felt," etc. 

On the 13th of March he refers to his former let- 
ter and writes more encouragingly: " It is 

more painful to me than I have words to express to 
contemplate any suspension in this and similar 
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efforts wJion so much is to bo douo. I uiii Imppy to 
say, that thoro nro iiiclicatious that tho pressure for 
money is subsiding. It is my present opinion that 
the first of April will be the most favorable moment 
for you to be here, and I would recommend that you 
make arrangements with that yiew. Still, I am 
sensible that you will not labor to so great mlvan- 
tage as you might at some other period. Every one 
will be influenced more or less in their feelings by 
tho recent smart, which a scarcity of money has 
made all feel, and which will, I fear, have the effect 
to make people loss liberal. Tho hearts of men aro 
in tho hands of Him who has promised to givo tho 
heathen to our Saviour for an inheritance; and 
abundant encouragement has been afforded the past 
year for us to believe that God is waiting to second 
and gloriously prosper every effort of his children 
for the advancement of the Bedeemer's kingdom 
on the earth." 

On tho 28th of March he writes approvingly of 
the resolutions to be offered at the meeting in Now 
York, that Mr. Oomelius had forwarded for his ex- 
amination, and that of another friend. He also 
alluded to different gentlemen who had been pro- 
posed as speakers; to suitable places where the 
meeting might be held, and adds : 

"The Executive Committee of the Presbyterian 
Education Society is called together .... "Wo have 
no money in the treasury, and I see no way but 
borrowing to provide a considerable sum due in 
A^pril to the beneficiaries imder our care. I think 
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we shall rather resort to borrowing than appeal to 
the public just on the eve (as we hope) of your com- 
ing here to present the subject, as any call, however 
insignificant, would be seized by some as an excuse, 
when applied to by you. . . . 

"I learn with much concern from your letters, 
that Mrs. Cornelius is still feeble. If you will bring 
her with you, and leave her with us while you go 
South and "West, Mrs. Tappan and myself will be 
]iapi)y to cnliU'tain hor, and will do all wo can to 
make her comfortable. What say you to this? lull's. 
Tappan joins mo in this invitation, and you know 
we never make empty professions. Cannot you 
dispose of your childi*en in such a way that Mrs. 
ComeUus would be at ease about them? ... I hope 
you intend to make an effort in this city this spring. 
Munoy in still kcuico, though I think getting Iohs 
so. It will bo a bad year for merchants generally. 
This should not sla(*.ken, but induce greater efforts. 
May I suggest an affectionate remembrance to your 
dear wife? In Christian bonds, yours respectfully." 

He writes again, October 24th, 1829: "Our 
mutual and truly valuable fi'iend, Bev. Mr. Fatten, 
wrote yon yesterday, giving you advice of some in- 
teresting events that have transpired hero. A great 
effort is evidently making to build up the General 
AssemUy Ediwaiion Board, and there is no little 
danger in my opinion, of the whole Presbyterian 
church deserting yoiu* socic^ty. I think you had 
bettor visit us soon, moot our booid, and by oiTan- 
ging for some alterations in the constitution of your 

4* 
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society, wliich appear to bo ndvisablo, provoiit the 
disofFcctiou among our friouds, wliicli wo aro threat- 
ened with." 

Being at Northampton, Mass., on a visit to his 
aged father, he writes, January 20th, 1830, to Mr. 
Cornelius, as follows: ". . . . T write now to recom- 
mend to your attention, and through you to your 
board, Mr. llobert O. Dwight, now in tliis to\vn, as 
a suitable person to fill the office of treasurer. I 
have en tu*e« confidence in his integrity, and believe 
him fully competent to the business. If the board 
shall think fit to appoint him, and he can be per- 
sumlod to accept, I will bo liis bondsiaan, provided it 
iu made the duty of the troasuror to deposit in bank 
the money of the society, in the name of the society. 
I suppose the bondsman would then only take the 
risk of the integrity of the treasurer ; and it is with 
this view, and in the hope of doing a service to the 
society, that I offer to be the bondsman." 

Being at home in New York, he addressed the 
foUoAving letter to Mr. Oomelius, which is inserted 
at length : 

To Mil. Cornelius. Nbw Tobk, April 12, 1830. 

Bbv. and Dbab Sm : I have your muoli esteemed letter 
by Rev. Mr. Fotcra, and havo conferred with our brother 
Fatten on its contents. He is possessed of my views, and I 
believe we aro of one mind. I fool the imporbnico of the 
deliberations of your board at this eventful crisis, and wonld, 
if I possibly could, accompany our delegation. I hope that 
my not doing so will not convoy the impression that I do not 
attach vast importance to your removal to this city. You 
know what has been said by a stanch friend to voluntary 
Qssooiatious about a cougi'cgatiouid '* probe." If you come 
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here, (let me repeat it,) it must be in such a manner as to take 
awny all saspicion that you are not a tlioroagli-going Presby- 
terian. By enlarging the branch of the Presbyterian Socie- 
ty, the appearance of " letting down " may be avoided, at the 
same time the duties of the secretary of the branch will be 
increased, and those of your successor at Boston lessened. I 
do not like the plnn you suggest of forming a new society. 
Any important alterations in our organization will be likely to 
strengthen and extend the impression among tliose who wish 
us ill, that our post plans have not been fonuded in wisdom. 
They would take fresh courage from what would be construed 
into a defeat on our \nivi. As to permanent funds, we have 
none now, and wo may avoid havhig any in 'future, if it iB 
thought best 

I feel that it is asking much of our eastern brethen to 
propose to them to give you up, but they are accustomed to 
taking enlarged views of the interests of Zion, and will ex- 
cuse us for calculating much on their disinterestedness. I 
have all the feelings of an eastern man, and but little of the 
Presbyterian, except the name. If I know my own heart, I 
have no tuHarhm or Rcdhmal f*»clings. I wish only for that 
which shall ii'sult in the gn^iU^st gcxMl. May Cod dii-ect 
your deliberations, and then I know all will be for the best» 
whothor the result is for you to coino hero or not. If Provi- 
dence should so order it as to fix your residence hero, you 
will be welcomed by many, but by none with more sincerity 
than by Mrs. Tappan and myself. 

He wrote to the same, April 29, 1830, of his 
applicatiou to the trustees of the Brick church, in 
which to hold the expected ineetiug and adds : "Mrs. 
Tappan and myself will expect you to come to our 
house, and we shall be disappomted if you do not. 
If Dr. Beecher comes with you, please say to him, 
we shall be happy to accommodate him also. Dr. 
Edwards is with us, so that we can promise you 
Bome good company." 
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Both Mr. uiul Mi's. Tappan, it sconis, woro nut 
negligent of the apostolio injunctions, ''use hospi- 
tality/' and ''be not forgetful to entertain stran- 
gers.*' 

On the 19th and 27th of October, 1830, he writes 
to Dr. ComeUus, (for it seems that some college had 
affixed D. D. to his honored name,) of his mooting 
with the executive committee, the appointment of 
agents, and sundry other matters of the new society, 

and concludes as follows : " I regret that your 

society is embarrassed in its pecuniary concerns. If 
I had any voice in your committee, I would urge an 
entire liquidation of all your permanent funds — 
scholarship and all. Let all be expeniled, and by 
the tiino this is done, we may hope to sec Iho self- 
educating system so far perfected as to make very 
httlc aid necessaiy for the young men. Tlio con- 
sent of those who have given the money must of 
coui'se be obtained, but sooner than have the mill- 
stone of permanent funds aroimd the neck of the 
society, I would give back the money, if consent 
cannot be had to use it." 

Dr. Cornelius had a ready wit, that was a valua- 
ble aid in his arduous labors, of which the following 
' is a specimen: On a certain occasion, he entered 
Mr. Tappan's store and asked to see him. As ho 
came in, another partner, who was not then per- 
sonally acquainted with him, accosted him as a pur- 
chaser of goods, informing him that they had just 
received a large assortment of a particular article 
that he should be happy to show to him, etc. " Will 
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you just examine tbo goods, sir?" " Wliy no, not 
now," replied Mr. Cornelius, "I have come for the 
proceeds."* 

Mr. Tappan's letters to Dr. Cornelius are similar 
to thoso he was accustomed to wiito to the actua- 
ries of different benevolent societies fi*om his little 
recess near the contio of his store, with his bank 
books, bills of purchases, and papers of various kinds 
lying about his desk. "While customers doubtless 
iinagiuod lliat Iho Hilout pcrHon, Hlanding or Kitting 
there, was wholly engrossed with his iiuancial con- 
corns, his purchases and payments and the overeight 
of his large business, the prominent thoughts in his 
mind were the sayings of his Master: ''The field is 
the world " — " Occujiy till I come." 

He managed in the midst of business, to have 
considerable leisure, and it was his habit to have 
no spare chau* to offer to callei*s. When a friend or 
stranger honored him with a call, his practice was 
to lise and receive him with much economy of 
speech, and as no seat was at hand, the person, 
whoever he was, soon took his departure fi'om the 
taciturn and busy merchant. There were excep- 
tions to this rule, however, and when one or more 
venerable persons waited upon him, with affau's 
they deemed very important, he would, if not par- 

o Rev. Dr. Elias Cornelius died nt Dr. Hnwes*, in Hnrtford, 
Conn., on Sabbath morning, February 12, 1832, of brain fever, 
«*brouj;lit on probably by cxccKsivo caro, toil, and labor." His 
nfvo was only 'M, lie was indeed a burning and sinning light 
The memoir of Dr. Cornelius, by Rev. U. B. Edwards, was pub« 
lishcilin 18:13. 
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ticularly engaged, have cLaii*s bronglit for them, 
and listen to their story. 

Neither did he spend mueh time in eating and 
drinking. A cracker and tumbler of water sofficed 
for a luncheon. He ate to live, but did not live to 
eat, being always very abstemious, as well from 
principle as fi*om regard to his inyaiiablo hoiul- 
ache. 

He took a deep interest in the settlement of 
Rev. Joseph S. Christmas, over the Bowery Presby- 
terian church, in the city of New York, and cherish- 
ed pleasing anticipations of the usefulness of this 
youthful and popular preacher. Mr. Chiistmos had 
been pastor of the American Prosbytoi-ian church in 
Montreal, and removed to New York in expectation 
that a change of climate would be beneficial to his 
health. His new charge, however, soon experienced 
a sad disappointment, as, after a ministry of only a 
few months, he died at the age of 27, having been 
seriously ill only throe or four days.* 

Like the youthful and celebrated Itev. Thomas 

o Mr. Gbristmnfi, in early life, kocl a passion for paiutiug, to 
'which art he intended to deyote his life ; hat, becoming religions, 
he resolved to be occupied in more important and useful toils, 
liis father was very solicitous that he should be a physician, and 
made all the arrangements for his entering upon the study of 
physic. The son was constrained by a sense of religions duty to 
disappoint the paternal hopes. lie studied tlioology at Princeton, 
and in 1821 went to Ciuiadu, whoro lio was ordained to the gospel 
ministry. Here he labored upwards of three years, when ill 
health com])elltid hiiu to ask a dismission. Soon after, he lost both 
of his children, and, in a little time, his wife. **0h, beware of 
the world!" was her counsel. **How deeply am I convinced that 
the worldly intercourse of professing Christians is utterly wrong 1 
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Spencer, of Liverjiool, England, whose ministration 
attracted througs of delighted hearei*s, when Mr. 
Tappau was in that town in 1810 and 1811, and 
whoso sudden death soon after spread a gloom over 
tho conntiy. Mi*. Christmas was the ornament and 
hope of the religious community. His premature 
death was a severe afiliction to Mr. Tappan, and to 
many other attached friends and co-laborers, who 
felt the truth of the saying of Job : " TIiou destroyest 
ilic lif^fxi of wiaw." 

Mr. Tappan removed his church connection to 
the Bowery church on the principle of colonization, 
for of such colonization he was a sincere admirer ; 
and ho devoted to the cause of Christ m this desti- 
tute portion of the city his whole power. 

A member of the church, in speaking of him, 
says: " My liusband mid myscilf both romoml)er liim 
whon wo wore jissociatcd in tho Bowery church; as 
' full of faith and good works,' so that it could bo 
said of him that in imitation of our divine Master 
and Lord, * he went about doing good.' A few words 
from him, were more than volumes from some men, 
for, I presume, he never said anything that he did 
not moan." 

After the death of Mr. Christmas, the congi-ega- 
tion was somewhat divided in their preferences with 
regard to a successor. Unsuccessful eflforts were 
made to secure the services of a suitable person, and 

It cntM (till Ww vrry liniit o( piety. Scrk not tho tliiiip:H which nro 
your own, but things which aro Jesus ChriHt's.'* This bereaye- 
mont was pcrhnps tho roc4Uis of prdpariug him for honvenly blissr 
8oe AUcu*s Biographical Dictionary. 
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at length a compromise resulted in tlie choice of 
Bev. Dr. Woodbridge, of Hadloy, Muss. Ho ac- 
cepted the* call, and performed the duties of pastor 
several years. Ho was a strong-minded man, and 
of a positive character, but he 4id not succeed in 
building up the church. 

Mr. Tappan, after attending pul)lic woi^ship at 
the Boweiy chiuch about a year, resumed his at- 
tendance at Laight-street church, with his family. 
Here, as well as elsewhere, he engaged in distribu- 
ting religious tracts, exploring the destitute portions 
of the city for scholars for the Sunday-school, visit- 
ing prisoners, and endeavoring to nlhu'o the young 
and their parents to chnrc]i, and sotting an example 
of Sabbath-day work, congenial to his disposition, 
and worthy of imitation. 

The Education Society was one in which he took 
a deep interest. He exerted himself in behalf of 
beneficiaries, to recommend tliem to the patronage 
of the society, and contributed to the fund for then* 
support. In 1807, he was chosen chairman of the 
executive committee of the New York branch of 
the "American Education Society." In May, 1831^ 
he was elected president, and filled that oflico, and 
also that of chairman of the executive committoe 
until May, 1833, when he sent in his letter of resig- 
nation, as appears by the record of the executive 
committee : " A letter was received from Mr. Arthur 
Tappan, resigning his office of president, owing to 
the removal of his residence from the city, without 
the bounds of this society. The letter contained a 
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fall expression of his affoction for the society, and 
wiUingness still to aid its operations." 

Bev. Dr. Patton, who snccoedod Dr. Coiiielias 
OS corresponding secretary, says, in a letter to the 
compiler: 

"My memories of your brother Arthur Tappan 
ore all pleasant. It was my privilege to work with 
him in many of the benevolent agencies to which he 
devoted so exemplarily his time and money. For a 
HericH of ycai*H, ho was the chairman of the execu- 
tive committee of the society for the education of 
pious young men for the gospel ministry. He was 
deeply interested in this cause, and was very punc- 
tual in his attendance at the monthly meetings. 
When the eflfort was made to have me reUnquish 
my pastoral charge, and take the oversight and ex- 
ecutive jvj^eiicy of the siwioty, he prouiptly oflored 
to i)ay half the salary for five years, and to make it 
Huro he would give his five \uAa\h fov $1,000 each, 
payable yearly. I do not think that his interest in 
the education of young men for the ministry ever 
flagged." 

He was succeeded in the office of president of 
the Education Society by lion. Thc^od<u-o Freling- 
huyscn. 

In the month of May, 1830, the free church 
plan was commenced in the city of New York. 
The success was very great. Six churches were 
successively foruicd. Largo numbers of pei-sons, 
who probably would not otherwise, have attended 
public woi-ship, were attracted to these chuiches; 
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and inauy woro coiivortod iiiiclor tlio nuniHlraUoiis of 
the pastors, aided as they were by the active exer- 
tions of the officers and members. This system ac- 
corded with the views of Mr. Tappan, and received 
his support. 

Having possession of Masonic hall, in Broad- 
way, as lessee, he gave the use of it to the First 
Free church, in 1831, for the unexpired term of the 
lease, and endorsed the notes of the committee of 
the church for $5,400. And when it was contem- 
plated to hire the Ohatham-street theatre for ten 
years, to alter it for the use of the Second Free 
church, under the miiUBlry of llcv. Charles (I. Fin- 
ney, he presided at a meeting of the friends of the 
enteiprise. A subscription was begun, in aid of it, 
and Mr. Tappan contributed his share of the $8,000 
secured. 



JOURNAL OF COMMERCE. 91 



VI . 



Early in the year 1828, Le invited Iiis brother 
Lewis to be a second time associated with him in 
l)nKino8s. Thoy coutinncd partners until the year 
1841/when the connection was amicably dissolved. 
This arrangement relieved him from the pressure of 
business, and enabled him to devote more time to 
philanthropic objects and occasional recreation. 

Ucforo it took place, however, lie conceived the 
plan of estabhshiug a now daily commercial paper, 
one that would exert a wholesome moral influence, 
abstaining particularly from publishing immoral 
advertisements. He included in the category those 
nJaling U) s[)iritn()UH liquoi"H, ciicusos, and thcalros. 
It was his desire also to demonstrate the feasibihty 
of publishing a daily journal of a bettor class in 
every respect than the papers of the day, and es- 
pecially one that would not infringe upon the Sab- 
bath. 

A new paper, styled the Journal of Commerce^ 
was connnenc<Ml, on his solo roHponsibility, Septem- 
ber 1, 1827. It exists at the present day, owned by 
other proprietor, and with some change in its char- 
acter. The first editor was "William Maxwell, Esq., 
of Virginia, who had two or more assistants. The 
business dc^partincnt was conducted by Mr. David 
Halo, of Mjissachusotts, who had unlimited discre- 
tion with respect to the expenditure of money. 
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After nearly a year's trial, finding that he had 
expended upwards of thirty thousand dollars, and 
that the paper was not answering his expectations, 
he came to the resolution of abandoning the at- 
tempt. His brother then took it off his hands, and 
with the temporary aid of Mr. Horace Bushnell,^ 
one of the OHHistant oilitoi*s, and Mr. Halo, coiiliimtMl 
tlio publication, Mr. Maxwell retiring. An an- 
nouncement was made of the principles upon which 
the paper would be conducted.f 

An association was formed of a few early friends 
of the entei*prise to carry on the paper until a per- 
manent aiTangement could be mode. The actual 
property was inventoried, and the ostimatod valno 
was credited to the new proprietor. The members 
of the association, of which Arthur Tappan was one, 
subscribed various sums, hable to be paid, pro rata^ 
OS the receipts fell short of the expenditures. Mean- 
time, efforts were made to secure the services of a 
permanent editor, and to remove some misappre- 
hensions Existing in the public mind. 

The daily press was unfriendly to the plan of 
starting a new paper, and it was felt that the avow- 
ed principles upon which it was to bo conducted were 
a reflection upon the conductors of existing cstab- 
lishnionts. Many porsouH, not connected willi tlicni, 
doubted the feasibility of sustaining a daily paper 
OS proposed, and not a few sneered at the attempt 
to effect a reformation in conducting papers already 

• Now Rev. Dr. Bnshnell, of Hartford, Cojol 
f See Appendix S, for fui'thcr piirliculars. 
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existing. It was said too that the principles upon 
itrliich the new journal was ostensibly conducted 
were not adhered to ; that the business editor and 
8uiH3rintoudent, Mr. Hale, did not refrain £i*om labor 
on the Sabbath, or Uio horn's deemed sacred in New 
York. 

In order that the new proprietor could certify from 
his own knowledge that, in regard to the Sabbath, 
the day was not infringed upon by any work con- 
nected with the paper, he made it an invariable 
practice to stand by and see the printing office and 
editors* office closed at 12 o'clock every Saturday 
night, and opened every Sunday night at the same 
hour. This was done for four months, while the estab- 
hshment was under his control. The paper made 
its appearance punctually every Monday morning, 
118 on ollior (lays, and no Hul)scribor was known to 
couiplain that its delivery was delayed. The facts 
became ho generally known thai the tauiilH subsided, 
and what had been deemed impossible, was shown 
to be a veritable fact. 

The New York Observer, in noticing the accusa- 
tions that had been made, put forth a defence of 
Mr. Ilale, previous to the change of proprietorship, 
in an article endhig as follows : 

" The only serious charge which tee bring against 
the Journal of Commerce is, that it has not been suf- 
ficiently decided, or rather has not gone far enough^ 
in supporting good morals and exposing vice. That 
it has been highly useful in this respect, we admit; 
but wo thuik it might have been more so. And 
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we are happy to state (which we do on the best 
authority) that such changes will be ninih) at the 
close of the present year, as shall effectually secure 
this object. We shall then see whether the papers 
which now condemn it because it has boon ho more 
decisive in these matters, will, or will not, assume 
the opposite gi-ound. Wo hope thoy will not. But 
as to the past we do not believe it was in the power 
of man to edit it in such a manner as to meet their 
approbation."* 

After several ineffectual attempts to secure the 
services of a competent editor, towards the close of 
the year an agreement was made with Mr. Gerard 
Hallock and Mr. David Ilah), by which thoy wore 
to be editors and conductors of the paper, and to 
have two years, if they requested it, to deteimine 
whether they would be the purchasers of the estab- 
lishment at the valuation made at the transfer with 
the addition of the sums paid by the members of 
the association. At the end of the time they agreed 
to become purchaser. The sums advanced by the 
members of the association, were returned to them, 
and six thousand dollars, the estimated value before 
mentioned, were paid to Mr. Arthur Tappan, which 
reduced his advance for establishing the paper to 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

The purchase was an advantageous one on the 
part of Hale and Hallock, as on the foundation laid 
by the original proprietor, a commercial paper was 
established of the fii*st clas^. The sale was satisfac- 

• Soe New York Observer of Augiist 2:J, 1828. 
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ioTj to all parties interested. Tlie merchauts, who, 
as proprietoi's, or niembei*s of the association, had 
devoted consideniblc time to the object, had secured, 
as tljey thought, its acconipliKhincnt, and were re- 
lieved from further responsibility, while those who 
succeeded them, by their unweaiied diligence and 
enterprise, secured for themselves and their succes- 
sors an ample fortune. It would have been very 
gi'atifyhig to Mr. Arthur Tappan, after expending 
so much in laying the foundation of an estabUsh- 
ment that has been so profitable to those who suc- 
ceeded him, if they had conducted the paper in 
support of, rather than opposed to, the anti-slavery 
sentiments he afterwards cherished, and had made 
it an auxiliaiy to the great plan of universal eman- 
cipation that has, under an ovonuling Providence, 
been so signally suiu^oKsful. liul ho rejoiced in all 
the good it accomplished. 

In the following letter, addressed to his brother, 
thirty years after his connection with the Journal of 
Commerce had ceased, he gives the views he held at 
the establishment of the paper and subsequently : 

•'NkwTTavkn, Doc. G, 1858. 

"... Mr. S has given me a newspaper con- 
taining a statement of what is called the oiigin of 
the Jounud of Commerce, etc. As there are, in that 
publication, several erroneous assertions, I send the 
paper to you, that they may be corrected in an arti- 
cle luldrcKsed to the editoi^s of the Journal, or other- 
wise. 

" First. The fact that Hale and Hallock gave so 
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many thonannclH of doIIai*s for tho ])apor ifl sufficient 
evidouce that it was not nni down to so low an obb 
as the writer represents. 

''Second. The cause of its not succeeding better 
was not abcliiion, for that subject had not then been 
broached. It was tho theatroH, and particuLirly tho 
indecent danchig thoro; and tho doHocralion of tho 
Habbalh, and tlio use of intoxicating drinks, that 
called the paper into existence. There was also a 
desire to have newspapers better printed. At that 
time most of them used ink that blackened the hands 
on handling them. And if papers were issued on 
Monday, most of the work was usually done on the 
Sabbath. 

"Tlio fact that tho first editor was from Virginia 
is further proof that the slavery question was not a 
reason that the paper did not succeed better. We 
needed, in order to stem the torrent of opposition 
from other newspapers and their supporters, and 
from the supportera of theatres. Sabbath breaking 
and intemperance, an editor, or editors of true 
Yanlre <jriiy wlio, when thoy attempt an ontorpriso 
that is practicable, alwa}'s succeed. These were 
found in Hale and Hallock, from whom I do not de- 
sire to detract any of the merit they have so richly 
earned." 

The SAnBATH Question, as it was called, attract- 
ed tlio attention of Christians at this time tlirough- 
out the country. The desecration of the Iiord's 
day was a just occasion of alarm, and Christians of 
different denominations were considering the sub- 
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jeot, with an earnest desire to effect a reformation, 
especially with reference to the opening of postofficcs, 
the transmission of the mails,, and the various ways 
in which the fourth comniandnient was openly dis- 
obeyed ill the coniinunity. In those efforts Mr. 
Tappan took a decided part, as appears by the fol- 
lowing extract from the New York Observer : 

THE SABBATH. 

At an ndjonrned mectiDg of citizens of New York, held 
oil thiMwriiinfi; of April ]$K 182H, to proiiioU) llio l>oltcr oIh 
M4TV}iii(*o of tlm SablMitli, ilio nn(loi*8igiuMl wero upjioiiited n 
rf»iiiiiiilU*n t<o uvikv. iirnin^oiiiriilH for ii jiuM^Liiig of hiicIi dulo- 
g.'iU'M iiA bfivo l>eon or kIiuU be fipi>oiiiicd to meet in tliiH city 
to tnko into couBidcmtiou the subject of forming n gencml 
society for the promotion of this object In pnrsuanco of 
this fip[>oiutmeut, we hereby invito a meeting to bo held at 
tlio American Tract Society's house on Tuesday the sixth of 
May next, at four o'clock, r. m. 

AUTimU TAPPAK, 
JOHN STKAUNH. 
JOHN NIT(^niB. 
1). M. MEV&K, 
ELIJAH PIERSON. 

A. meeting was accordingly held. It was well 
attended by gentlemen from different pai*ts of the 
country, and the proceedings were animated and 
harmonious. A constitution of a new society was 
formed, called " The General Union for Promoting 
the Observance of the Christian Sabbath." Aiticle 
II. stat<x1 that " it should consist indiscriminately of 
the friends of morality and reUgion, of all denomi- 
nations, who may choose to combine their influence 
for the promotion of this interesting object ;" and 
Article III. avened that, "As the weapons of the 
Clirislian warfare are not carnal^ but spiritual, tlio 

5 
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great means employed by this society for effocting 
tbeir design, shall be the influence of personal ex- 
ample, of moral suasion, with arguments drawn from 
the oracles of God, from the existing laws of our 
countiy, appeals to the consciences and hearts of 
men, and fervent supplications to the Lord of the 
Sabbath." 

Hon. Stephen Yak Bensselaer was chosen pres- 
ident. Bey. M. Bruen corresponding secretary, and 
Arthur Tappan treasurer, of the society. 

At the fii^t anniversary. May, 1829, at the Meth- 
odist church in John-street, Now York, the coito- 
sponding secretary read the annual report of the 
oxeculivu conimittoo, and several important resolu- 
tions were offered and adopted. The following 
gentlemen took part in the proceedings: Jeremiah 
Evarts, Esq., Bev. Dr. Milnor, Bev. Charles P. 
Mcllvaine, Bev. Dr. Proudfit, Bev. Dr. McAuley, 
Hon. Charles Marsh, and Bev. Dr. Boechcr.* 

Dr. Beecher and Mr. Evarts took an active part 
in promoting the interests of tlie society. Thirty 
thousand copies of an able address, written by the 
former, were published at its commencement and 
widely circulated. Meetings were held in further- 
ance of the objects of the society, in various places, 
and much ontliusioKm was evinced for a tinjo in 
eilbrts to accomplish the object aimed at. 

The subjoined letter was written by Mr. Tappan to 
his brother, who was on a visit to Boston ; Mr. Fre- 

o Mr. Evnrts romnrked nftcr tho nicetiuf;, ilmt it Nvns the ablest 
1 peecli lie luul over licard hvm Dc. liccuiior. 
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linghuysen disappointed the hopes of the friends of 
the cause by decHniug the appointment of the secre- 
toiyship of the "General Union," which he did, after 
dolilK)rato and prayerful consideration, in the belief 
that ho could do more good to the general cause of 
Christian philanthropy in other spheres. 

**New Yo&k, Jane 4, 182a 

"I have your letter informing me of your doings 
on tlie subject of the Sabbath, and liavo handed it, 
OH you rccpiostod, to Mr. Pioi-son. 

"I am sorry to inform you, that Mr. Freling- 
huysen has dechned. This is a great disappoint- 
ment to me, OS it will be to you. What is to be 
done? I feel as if Mr. Frelinghuyscn should not 
be despaired of until another effort has been made 
to obtain him. Diit thi.s nnist devolve on ycmr com- 
mittee. You have done nobly in Boston. I cannot 
leai-n that there has been, or is h'kely to be, a public 
meeting in Fhiladelpliia. The subject was brought 
before the general assembly by Dr. Beecher, and 
resolutions brought in by a committee were adopt- 
ed. But clergymen returning from Philadelphia 
heard nothing said about a public meeting. 

"... While I was writing, a clergyman came in, 
who has been at Mr. Frelinghuysen's house, some 
days post, and he thiiiks we may yet succeed in ob- 
taining him. He says Mr. Frelinghuyscn is deeply 
int<Tested in the subject. Probably Dr. Beecher's 
address has iniluenced him some. I do not despair 

of him If wo engage Mr. Frclinghuysen, there 

ought to be some way devised for obtaining funds. 
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Can you got the society at Boston to bo responsible 
for a specific amount r 

Several distinguished persons were solicited to 
accept the office of general agent, with assurances 
of a competent salaiy, but they all declined. Dr. 
Justin Edwards, being at the time about to resume 
his labors in the temperance cause, declined the call, 
and wrote: 

'* Sabbath-breakers ore generally rum-drinkers; 
and while they continue the use of distilled Uquors, 
it will not be possible to lead them duly to obseiTC 
tlio Christian Sabbath. Li order, therefore, to ac- 
complish the great object of the General Sabbath 
Union, as well tin that of the Bible Society, thoITonio 
and Foreign Missionary societies, and every other 
benevolent institution, I think it proper for me at 
present to labor to banish the use of distOled liquors 
from the earth.'* 

Others concurred in the opinion of Dr. Edwards, 
and among them the officers of the society, who 
thought that an interest would not be foU in the 
specific object while so many persons, including pro- 
fessors of religion, manifested lukewarmness in other 
departments of Christian obligation. Still they 
would have persevered had it been in their power 
to socui'o the services of a competent 2)ei'8on to bo 
the actuai-y of the entei'prise. After very strenuous 
exertions they failed in obtaining such a one. 
In a short period, therefore, the society ceased its 
operations, much to the regret of Mr. Tappan, and 
those who had been associated with liiin in the 
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efforts, long pursued, to rescue from desecration the 
day set apart by the Creator, in the infancy of the 
race, to promote tlie well-being of man, as well as 
his own glory in all ages. 

Dut the labors of those parliculai'ly interested in 
the effort were not wholly ineffectual. The publica- 
tions that were issued, and the mcctuigs that were 
held, awakened attention to the subject of Sabbath 
desecration, and in numerous instances produced 
salutary rofonnationa. Among other instances of 
the kind were the following : A postmaster in one of 
the villages of Now York, who at tho ago of twenty- 
five had a salary upon which he depended for su|>- 
port, resigned his place because he coidd not con- 
scientiously keep the postoffice open part of the 
Lord's day, as was required by the act of Congress. 
He rolaUul this in Mr. Ta[)i)an's ston\ 

In one of tho religious papers was the following 
article, hojulod, "Si'AdKS on titk SAnuATir. — Mossi^s. 
Editoi-s : Having recently travelled through the val- 
ley of the Connecticut river, I was pleased to learn 
that a large proprietor of stages in Vermont had 
come to the resolution not to suffer a single horse 
owned by him to travel on the Lord's day; and the 
resolution is put into practice. This proprietor is a 
member of the Baptist church. He told me he had 
long felt the impropriety and inconsistency of per- 
mitting his horses and stages to travel on the 
Sabbath, but as ho was a mail contractor, lie did 
not know how to avoid it. The measiu'es of the 
General Untoii had, however, taken hold of his feel- 
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io^ mnd eooaeiei^oe^ ami lie tlien fstsilj ftmiKl a vaj 
Uf ariHil tlie eTil, wliidi van U» ilKs|MMe t»f libi eiNi- 
tnet Lei ollieis go and do likewiaeL'' 

It 18 belieTed that yerj many instances of a sim- 
ilar character resolted from the attempt maile to 
secore a better obfierraDce of the lionrs clay. Those 
mofsi actiTclj engaged in the enterprise, after it wsis 
started, were bnidness men; and tlieir own a(^un^ 
and their hibors in other societies, prerented them 
from con tinning their hdx>r8 in this society, nnder 
the disadrantage of haying no able pelson to fill the 
oflice of agent. 

The efforts made for the suppression of ditem- 
FKiiAKCE early enlisted Mr. Tappau's ftx^lings and co- 
operation^ Especially was he interested in the ques- 
tion of PUKE WINE for churches at their commaniou 
seasons. Pledges of *total abstinence from all intox- 
icating drinks were made by large portions of the 
conimnnity, especially by chnrch meml)ers. An 
excepticm was made of wines used on sacramental 
occjihIohh. Tlio noii-almtainiiig iK)i*iion of tlio ]mu>- 
I>lo were quick to see this, and to use it as an argu- 
ment against total abstinence. Leading Christian 
men engaged in the temperance cause saw and 
acknowlcdgcil the inconsistency, and were desirous 
of providing a subHtituto for the alcoholic winos 
univcrsiilly UHcd at tlio TjonVs Supper. 

Mr. Tui)i):ni ciicouragtHl llio ])ub]ication of fiu^t^ 
on the subject, and the employment of temperance 
lecturers, who advocated the entire disuse of all alco- 
holic beverages, whether at communion seasons or 
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otbcrwiso. Tliis discussion prodnccil somo division 
amoDg the frionds of temperance. Wine is the 
article, said they, that was used by the Saviour at 
the institution of the ordinance; it has been used in 
the churclios over since ; and since the pure juice of 
the grape cannot be had, it is sacrilegious to dis- 
use the commercial wine of the day, or provide a 
substitute. It was evident, he believed, that two 
kinds of wine are mentioned in the Scriptures, one 
fcnnc]itcd, and the other mifcrmontod ; that the for- 
mer is called " a mocker," " the poison of dragons," 
and the latter, tlio wine that " such as bo faint may 
di'ink." This theory explains the passages condemna- 
tory of wine, and those that commend its moderate use. 

Some denied that the wines usually sold con- 
tained any considerable portion of alcohol. To de- 
mouKlrate llio orror of this opinion, Mr. Dolavan, a 
dislin<i;uis1iod advocate of toUl abstinence, caused 
choice wines from his collar to bo analyzed, and 
published the result. It was found that alcohol 
composed more than fifty per cent, of the wines. 
He therefore caused the bottles to be broken and 
the contents poured into the street. It was mani- 
fest that inferior wines, such as were commonly 
used, contained a much gi-eater proportion of alco- 
hol, and it was made evident that a lai'ge part of the 
"wine," so called, in general use, including that 
used by the churches, did not contain any juice of 
the grape, but was manufactmcd fiom the most 
deleterious articles. 

Mr. Tappan, and other out-and-out temperance 
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men, saw at once that while alcoholic wines were 
allowed at commuuion seasons, an insnporablo ob- 
stacle existed in extending the reformation among 
church members. Those person^ who, before or 
after uniting with the churches, had boon habituated 
to a free use of intoxicating drinks, and had been 
induced to take the pledge of total abstinence, would, 
it was feared, have the appetite for such beverages 
rekindled, unless the pledge included wine at the 
communion as well as on other occasions. 

To meet the difficulty, various suggestions were 
made with regard to ])rovidiug a substitut-o, and tlio 
subject undenvont ample discussion. Mr. Taiipau 
encouraged a tomi)oranco firm, who woro in the gro- 
ceiy business, to procure and offer for sale an article 
called PUKE wine, warranted to be free from alcohol 
and all impure mixtures, and publicly recommended 
it. In this way he beUeved that the example of the 
churches would aid rather than fnistvate the tem- 
perance reform, and prevent its enemies from taunt- 
ing church members with usuig alcoholic wine at 
communion seasons while they denounced its use at 
other times. 

Many churches availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity; and the quality of wines used for religious 
purposes lias since that period been mnoli imimwod. 
Wine-bibbers, however, employed their wit and rid- 
icule wth regard to efforts tending to make their 
favorite beverages unpopular, and too many mem- 
bers of churches quailed before the opposition. Mr 
Tappan was one of those who believed that ferment- 
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ed wines were not used by the early Christians. But 
whether used by them or not, he held that Chris- 
tians at the present day are bound to abstain from 
their use, if detrimental to others. 

It was not a little annoying to those who assailed 
Mr. Tappan with their ridicule in consequence of 
his claiming that the wine created at the marriage 
festival at Cana must have been unfermented wuie, 
that a distinguished Jew in New Y(uk, during the 
controvoi*sy, stated in his daily paper that unfer- 
mented wine was used at the Passover by the Israel- 
ites. The editor, Moiu)ECAI Manasseu Noau, was 
deemed good authority, and his testimony corrob- 
orated the statements of Mr. Tappan, and aided the 
friends of " pure wine." 

IIo had the satisfaction to believe that success 
hod attended his eilbrts, and that intoxicating wines 
were far less used, after attention had been directed 
to pure wines, than before, and that consequently 
the temperance cause, so dear to him, was gi-eatly 
promoted. 

In the "Life and Labors of Justin Edwards, 
D. D.," page 327, is the following extract of a letter 
fr'om that eminent seiTant of Chiist to his wife, writ- 
ten whOe he was engaged in the temperance cause : 

" I cannot but hope that in some way the Lord 
will provide means to extend and perpetuate this 
work of mercy, till there is not a drunkard on the 
globe, and not a sober man to nuiko the drunkard's 
diink. Mr. Arthur Tappmi, at the monthly concert, 
put in a thousand dollars for foreign missions ; and 

5* 
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Boou after, at a missionary mooting, sulmeribod fonr 
thousand dollars; about tbroo times as much as all 
the rest of the people. I expect that he will give 
me something for temperance." 

Mr. Tappan was of course a PRoniBniONiST. He 
never encouraged halfway measures in questions of 
moral reform, and was not of tho number that inter- 
preted thus the declaration of the apostle: "I am 
made all things to all men, that I might by all means 
save some.'' He was on immcdicUist also, not as an 
abolitionist merely, but on all subjects toucliing the 
proper restraint and thorough reformation of men; 
for ho believed that thero was more energy, consist- 
ency, and porsovoranco, and more probable su(;ce.ss 
in the ultimate attainment of an object, when reform- 
ers acted from principle instead of policy, and had 
for their motto the talismanic injunction: TouoH 

NOT, TASTE NOT, HANDLE NOT. 

Did he then omit to employ moral suasion for 
the con*ection of evil and the reclamation of offend- 
ers ? By no means. Ho was now, as he had ever 
been, a zealous advocate of moral suasion; but when 
the community was ripe for it, he was for using pro- 
hibition with incorrigible transgressors. If men could 
be persuaded to abandon hard drinking, he rejoiced 
in it; but if tliey would, in spite of remonstrance and 
entreaty, become drunkards, he was decidedly tor 
prohibiting the distillation and sale of the article 
that enabled them to destroy body and soul. It is 
^awful for a legislature to prohibit the sale of poi- 
sons. Intoxicating drinks are poisons, and therefore 
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it is riglit that tbej should be prohibited. And when 
lawmakers understand the subject, and can enact 
prohibitoiy hiws, it is their duty to enact and enforce 
thciu in such a way as best to secure the object 
He believed that men have no right to destroy them- 
selves or their neighbors, and so far as prohibitory 
enactments will prevent such fdo de se, and such 
homicide^ they ought to be enacted. 

He had no confidence in the Ucense system, and 
considered it wrong and wicked, believing that " the 
traffic in intoxicating beverages is a dishonor to 
Christian civilization, inimical to the best interests 
of society, a political wrong of unequalled enormity, 
subversive of the ordinary objects of government, 
not capable of bcmg regulated or restrained by 
any system of* Ucense whatever, but imperatively 
demanding for its suppression ciroctivo legal ju'ohi- 
bition, both by state and national legislation." 
Moantimo ho wius in favor of employing moral sua- 
sion unceasingly, for all who will yield to it; and 
legal enactment, to be vigorously enforced, for those 
who will not be influenced by moral suasion. 

Sound poUcy, he believed, required prohibitory 
laws against the traffic in intoxicating beverages; 
but he relied on a higlier authority. The Bible is 
prohibitoiy on the subject. It is a principle of the 
Divine government, that designs that are criminal 
if consummated, must not be meditated or com- 
menced: "Whosoever lookcth on a woman to lust 
after her, hath counnittcd adultery with her ah-eady 
in his heart." Therefore, when it is said, "No 
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drunkard shall inlierit tho kingdom of God," we 
have tlio teachings of tho Savionr, that a voluntary 
act that knowingly leads to drunkenness is, in the 
Divine mind, drunkenness itself. 

From childhood he had also been opposed to tho 
use of TOBAGOO in all its forms, considering its use 
waHtoful and injurious, alike to body, intollottt, and 
soul. His personal cleanliness made him shrink 
from one whose breath and apparel, and even coun- 
tenance, betokened that he was addicted to the use 
of the " filthy weed;" and he knew too many whose 
stomachs and nervous system had been greatly im- 
paired or iiToparably deranged by it. Ho felt gi'ato- 
ful to his pai'enLH,whoHO example liml been so odiea- 
cious in this respect, believing that, with regard to 
such a pernicious habit, children of the third and 
fourth generation are often the victims of the en- 
slavement of their progenitors to this offence against 
cleanliness and health. It was a grief to him that 
the farmers in his native town had fallen into tlie 
"tobacco mania," and for the sake of making money, 
were turning their beautiful fields and meadows into 
tobacco patches. He mourned over the fact, also, 
that some men, who had been distinguished for their 
advocacy of the temperance cause, had, on taking 
up tho practice of smoking, fallen into the habit of 
using intoxicating drinks. He wished to warn those 
who had not thus fallen of their danger: "Where- 
fore, let him that tliinketh he standeth, take heed 
lest he fall." 

Dr. Hosack the elder, in a temperance Iectui*e 
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deliyered in Murray-stroot church, (Hoy. Dr. Ma- 
son's,) where Mr. Tappan had attended, in alluding 
to the use o[ tobacco, said something like the fol- 
lowing: " I warn j'ou against the use of tobacco. It 
affects injuriously the physicid and mental functions. 
Besides, it leads to intemperance, as there are very 
few men who use it who content themselves with 
washing out their throats with cold water.'* This 
celebrated physician discarded the opinions of med- 
ical men who recommend to then* patients the use 
of tobacco and intoxicating drinks, and founded his 
own upon the delcteri<ms nature of the articles, their 
natural effects, and his observation during a long 
course of practice. 

Mr. Tappan's friend. Dr. William Patton, long 
associated with liim in benevolent' enterprises in 
New York, and now a resident of New llaven, Conn., 
liJiH givcMi his t^^sliniony resp(».cl.ing the baneful effects 
of smokiug during his early ministry, and the bene- 
ficial results of entire freedom from this habit. It 
corroborates the opinion of Dr. Hosack fully.* 

There are men who will disregard the opinions 
of j)hysicians and ministers of the gospel, if adverse 
to their long-ijidulged habits, althougli these opin- 
ions are founded u]ion physiological principles, ob- 
servation, or experience, who will be restrained by 
the tender and self-denying declaration of the apos- 
tle : " Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, 
I will liut no llesh wliiie the world standeth, lest I 
make my brother to offend." 

* See Cliicngo Advance of May 5, 1870. 
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VII. 

It was in tlio year 1831 that Mr. Tappaii lH3Cumo 
intorcstoil in efforts tlion making to repress lickn- 
TIOUSNESS in New York. His attention had been 
called to the subject previously. When in London 
in 1810, he attended one Sunday evening, the reli- 
gious services at the Magdalen Asylum, then on 
the Blackfriars road. The singing was by the in- 
mates, who were screened from observation by a 
curt'xin in fi*ont of the choir. Their performance 
was HO oxcolloiit that an Aniiivican clorgynnui who 
was present, remarked afterwards, " They sang as if 
they had never been sinnei-s." It was stated that 
large numbers of these "fallen women," had been 
restored to their families, friends, and society, and 
many of them hod contmiied honorable and conoct 
in their behavior. 

At his visit to Philadelphia, in later years, he 
was so much impressed with the importance of 
doing something for the prevention of the sin, and 
the restoration of those who had wandered from the 
path of virtue, that he held conversations with per- 
sons who had interested themselves in the subject, 
in respect to what had been done, and what was 
contemplated. When efforts were made in New 
York to correct the evil, he lent the project all the 
aid in his power. 

Mr. John H. McDowall, a licentiate in the min- 
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istry from Princeton, New Jersey, lind come to New 
York ill the mouth of September, 1830, to do Avhat 
ho could for its eiilightenincut and ])uriflcatiou. It 
WAS an eiTand of bonevolonce, and his fii-st object 
was to hibor as a domestic missionary among the 
poor, particulaily in bringing their children under 
the influence of Sabbath-school instniction. "While 
engaged in this way, in the neighborhood of the 
Five Points, where he was iustnmiental in estab- 
lishing a Sunday-school, ho wius brought under the 
painful observalicm of some of the hideous develoi)- 

ments of the sin of impurity He soon decided 

that this opened a field which should, under God, 
be the one for his future labors."* 

Mr. Tappan became deeply interested in Mr. 
McDowall's labors. Having so many young men 
iu his oiiiployinont, most of whom wore separated 
from their homes in the country, he felt for them 
nuicli solicitude, and also for other youtli in a city so 
full of temptations. Seeing that efforts were made 
for their protection and welfare, he stepped forward, 
with his influence and pui*se, to aid in this praise- 
worthy enterprise. He felt compassion also for the 
wn^f.iOu^<l womc^n, who had Ix^eii beguiled and ruined 
by unprincipled men. The disagreeableness of the 
subject did not deter him, for he had no love of rep- 
utation when it must be kept unsullied bj' refusing 
to interfere in a question of this kind, or dccUning 
to go into the haunts of vice, and the dens of iniqui* 

o Kc« n (u^nniininoiitiou in *'Tlio Advoculo of Moral Reform, " 
of Jsinimry I, 1837, by Slcpbcu 13iowu, M. D. 
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ty on an errand of mercy. On the contraiy he glo- 
ried m all the soiling that attaches to one in Huch 
e£forts. To save the tempted, and reform the fallen, 
he was willing to explore the recesses of Satan, and 
engage in an unpopular enterprise. 

There existed at the time an association named 
the "Female Asylum Society," but ou the fonnaliou 
of the "New York Magdalen Society," in the spring 
of 1831, of which Mr. Tappan was the president, the 
former society became merged in it. Mr. McDowall 
was elected chaplain to the new society, and began 
to publish essays, containing facts and appeals cal- 
culated to arouse public attention, and enlist the 
sympathies and l)onefactions of benoYoloiit pci*8ouH. 
He had also a periodical, styled McDoioaWa Journal^ 
that entered into the subject of this reform with 
zeal and fearlessness. As he prosecuted the work 
he secured the countenance of a considerable num- 
ber of iuflnciitial ininisti^rB and laynu^n in the city, 
and in diiTorent parts of the country, whose names 
were freely given to his testimonials and circulai's, 
recommending both him, and the cause of which he 
was such an intrepid advocate. 

Donations were made for the support of Mr. 
McDowall, and in aid of his journal, and other efforts 
put forth by individuals in various states, who seem- 
ed to fool a deep interest in the subject and in his 
self-denying labors. Parents and guardians in the 
countiy, who had sons and wards in the great city, 
so full of attractions and temptations, manifested 
much interest in the movement. Societies were 



MR. McDOWALL'S LABORS. 113 

formed iu luaiiy townn, also iii cliiirclies, not only in 
tlio city of New York, but in oilier cities and villa- 
ges. Some of tbom were composed of men, others 
of women. Mothei's and sistei's hoped to do some- 
thing couHistcntly with their appropriate spheres 
of duty, to abate, if not eradicate, an evil so preva- 
lent and so desolating, and to afford protection to 
sons and brothers so gi'catly exposed in a large city. 

The country appeared to be moved. PubUc 
meetings were held, lecturing agents were employed, 
publications were circulated, and the work seemed 
to advance prosperously. Mr. McDowall was the 
leading agent, and his labors diffused through the 
other agencies an enthusiasm seldom evinced. But 
when, in June, 1831, the Magdalen Society pub- 
hshed their famous report, made up of statistics 
of thc^ vice in (juostion, galliored cliiefly by Mr. 
McDowall, in his explorations and uiquiries, and 
eslimatos made of the extent of tlie prevailing vice, 
it was received with a burst of indignation and with 
threats of vengeance. "The city has been slander- 
ed," exclaimed the vicious and their quasi allies 
among certain professing Christians. "This auda- 
ci(mM and libc^llous man must bo put down, and the 
society that has patronized him must be silenced," 
was the general cry. 

The city press, with few exceptions, commented 
upon the report with severity ; some of the religious 
newspaper's censured the agent without stint, and 
McJJoiraWfi Jonrmil, in which the report was pub- 
lished, was presented as a nuisance by tlie giand 
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jury of New York, the foreman of which was an 
elder in a Presbyterian church ! The uproar seemed 
like a renewal of the scones at Ephosus, in olden 
times. 

It may be that Mr. McDowall was not always so 
pnident and discreet as he should have boon, and 
that his zeal and courage were greater than his 
judgment. He was also more gifted in searching 
out and exposing iniquities than in suggesting rem- 
edies. It was a subject of great delicacy and diffi- 
culty, it must be confessed, requiring much experi- 
ence and wisclom in prosecuting it, in gathering and 
publishing facts, and applying remedies. The evil 
however was notorious, active efforts for its preven- 
tion were demanded by the public voice, and yet 
too many "experienced, competent men" hung back. 
A devotedly pious young man, full of zeal for his 
Master, and desirous of doing good, seeing that no 
one waged battle with this foe to society, stepped 
into the bromih, and risked every thing in efforts to 
stay an iniquity that threatened the niin, for time 
and eternity, of tliousands of the young. He re- 
solved on gathering additional facts and pubUshing 
them, ti-usting that pubUc sentiment would lead to 
the adoption of efficient measures for the restraint 
if not suppression of the iniquity. Let not his zeal, 
even if it trespassed sometimes on the bordera of 
indiscretion, be severely censured. There were wiser 
men than himself, doubtless, among those who sanc- 
tioned his proceedings, but few of them that had his 
indomitable courage and perseverance. 
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The editor of the Portland (Me.) Christian Mir- 
roTy of December, 1832 — considered a conservative 
|m|)er — ^justly said: "We have conchidod that he 
I Mr. McDowallJ is actuated by disinterested bcnev- 
oU^nco, if Hucli a thing cxisLs on earth, for wo see 
not what other principle is adequate to sustain him 
in exemplary labors, reproach, self-denial, and ma- 
lignant threatenings of violence in such a revolting 
scene of action." 

Mr. McDowall did as well as he could under the 
trying circumstances in which he was placed. He 
gathered the moral f^tatistics of crime, and published 
them under the inspection and endorsement of two 
physicians, without fear of consequences. This bold 
assault upon vice was an unpardonable offence in 
the opinion of all pai'tics interested either in perpe- 
trating or concealing crime. Unjust judges, unprin- 
cipled "officers of justice," covetous landlords, hoary 
and youthful inc»,n of dissipated habits, together with 
all who profited by the wretchedness of lewd men 
and women, were boisterous in their denunciations 
of McDowall, who might have said, " The world can- 
not hate you, but me it hateth, because I testify of 
it, that the works thereof are evil." 

Mr. Tappau saw that Mr. McDowall had come 
to the city, with a desire, in imitation of his Master, 
to go about doing good; that he had overcome his 
natural diflidenco, and had gone forward, through 
evil report and good report, to accomplish a refor- 
mation, that lias been opposed more than any other 
by the powers of darkness, and the selfishness and 



116 ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

(loprayity of vicious men. He believed also, that 
much good had been ac^complished, and ho desired 
to stand by him. He did so as long as he could 
anticipate satisfactory results from his labors. 

Tlie position of Mr. Tappan, as president of the 
society, as one of the committee to prepare and 
publish the Magdalen rej^ort, and as the avowcil 
friend and 8up[K)rtor of Mr. McDowall, exposed him 
to much unmerited censure. He was threatened 
with personal violence, his house was supposed to be 
in danger of being mobbed, and he was denounced, 
not only by the openly wicked, but by some wdl- 
nicaning but timid Christian men, as Iho upholder 
of a dmigerous man, and Uio patron of a disgracofnl 
cause. The circulation of the report had alarmed 
all dissolute men, and had unnerved a large majority 
of the Cluristian community. The wicked feared 
exposure, and the opposei's of wickedness were 
apprehensive that reformatory measures had been 

overdone. 

The committee charged with the duty of prepar- 
ing and publishing the report, made up from the 
statistics gathered by Mr. McDowall, were Arthur 
Tappan, Stephen Brown, M. D., and David M. 
Boese, M. D. All of them wore memboi'S of churches, 
and stood well in the denominations to which they 
belonged. The re^Mirt was wiitten by Dr. Ileese, 
as ho avowed to the compiler, saying, with charac- 
teristcric complacency, "They say it is the best 
thing I ever wrote." One can judge of the surprise 
felt on seeing, in an evening newspaper, a day or 
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two Afterwards, a card to tlio following ofToct: "I 
am not the author of the Magdalen lle[>ort, D. M. 
Beese, M. D." On meeting him, soon after, the 
inquiry was put, "How came yon to publish such a 
coi'd, after statuig that you were the author of the 
rci)ort?" The reply was, "They threatened to 
tear my house down." 

Both Mr. Tappan and Dr. Brown treated the 
recreancy as it deserved. Largo poi-tions of tho 
comnmnity would, after the denial of Dr. lleese, be- 
lieve, of course, that one of his luwociatcs on tho 
ctnnmitteo was tho author. Thoy were content to 
have it so understoo<l, and took no notice of the 
denial. Dr. Brown, during the whole turmoil, was 
firm as a rock. He was an able phj'sician, a calm, 
thoughtfid man, "and one that ft^ired God, and 
(wchowed evil." Ho boliovod that ho had done 
his duty. As a physician ho had acquired much 
knowledge of tho state of things in the city, and he 
believed in the truthfulness of the statements made 
in the report. 

In tho course of the year, the society was dis- 
solved. Mr. McDowall thenceforth continued his 
labors wholly on his own responsibility. Ho con- 
tinued to publish a ))criodical, circulate moral re- 
fonn tracts, and preach in tho open streets at the 
Five Points and the neighborhood, to " publicans 
and harlots." Ho was lampooned, caricatured, 
shunned by man)*, and, at loiigtli, reprimanded by 
Ilia rr(\sbytorv. Ho saw lit io publish somo criti- 
cisms respecting the Magilalen Society, which Mr. 
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Tappan folt called upon to answer, under his own 
signature, but in a friendly tone, feeling much es- 
teem for Mr. McDowall, although he did not apx)rove 
his whole course. This answer was in the Nao York 
Evangdiat of January 2G, 1833. 

Mr. Lkwitt — Drau Siu : Youi* coiTOspcnuloiit, Rcjv. l^fr. 
MoDowall, hiiH uiiulo mnno HtiitcmouUi riisiHictiiig tho liiU) 
Mogdiileu Society that reqniro cxplauatioii. The assertion 
that tho efforts of the society were discou tinned because of 
the opposition_of the unprincipled, or for wont of funds, is 
without foundation. The true cause was the discouraging 
fact that wo saw no fruits of our hibora, and tho conviction 
on our minds that it was a wasto of nioiid effort ; that tho 
same amount of effort ajiplied os a preventive in tho distribu- 
tion of tnuitH, tho faithful Lduu's of tho tntct diKtril>ut(ii'H, tho 
tompciiinco effort, etc., would produce uu&|>eidiabJy greater 
results. 

The mismanagement of the asylum, mentioned by Mr. 
McDowall, admits of exx^lonatiou. It may be sufficient now 
to say, that while lie has stated the truth, he has not stated 
the whole truOi. WJien, for instance, he says the femiUes were 
allowed to visit tho plmu) of thoir alnxlo, ho omits to inform 
the reader, that it was a mother who went in care of some 
faithful pei'sou to try to reclaim a dauglitia*, or a sihtiT to try 
to mn a sister, and induce her to enter the asylum, etc. 
That mistakes occurred, I do not deny, but they were never 
sanctioned by the executive committee. Our by-laws were 
good, but tliey weiH3 not in oil ciises strictly observed by some 
members of tho conmiittce. It is not true that wo ** closed 
tho iLsyhim, and turned tho ftuuaU^s into the slrcot;** and I 
am surprised that Mr. McDowall should niako tho assertion. 
The care of the females remaining in the asylum was trans- 
feiTcd to a gentleman who hod shown a warm interest in 
tho cause, and who engaged to carry on the effort on his own 
• responsibility. 

I send you a eommuuiaitiou from a highly respoetod 
correspondent, which will \hrow light on the cause of Mag- 
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dalen refonn, and will point oni to the friends of the ennse 
the bent conrao for obtaining the dc8irablc end. Your friend, 

AUTllUU TAPPAN. 

Mr. McDownll mmlo a rosiwctful reply, iu which 
he said, that when the eflfoi-ts were in a languishing 
condition Mr. Tappan "resuscitated the conceiji;" 
and that " there is no real contradiction in our sepa- 
rate statements." After a career of arduous and ill- 
requited labor for the good of others, ho at length 
sickened and died in poverty, Decouibor 13, 183G, 
ag(Hl 35. His funeral was attended at the Broad- 
way Tabernacle by many friends of humanity. A 
sermon was preached by Bev. Joshua Leavitt, then 
editor of the New Yoik Jivangdisf, which was print- 
ed in tho paper, and also in pamphlet form. 

Dr. Brown, whose testimony has already been 
Inn'Jie, and who attended him in his last sickness, 
says : " His pei*secutions from the wicked, out of the 
church, gave him very little trouble ; but his recent 
trial by his presbytery, and suspension from the 
ministry, was a source of great and indescribable 
anguish of mind. He looked upon it as not only 
cruel to his feelings, but in a high degree imjust, 
and of coursi^ uniightoonH. His nervous sj'stom 
wjts weakened, his body became prostrate, and ho 
rapidly sunk." 

Several societies for the same avowed purpose 
were formed, but onp after another, with but one or 
two exceptions, were soon relinquished; yet Mr. 
McDowairs laboi-s were not in vain. It is supposed 
that the moral reform elTorts, since his death, and 
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continued at the present day, are the result of Iiis 
labors. ''The x)ath of the just is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day." 

This subject has been dwelt upon at such length 
because it was one in which Mr. Tappan took a 
deep interest, and for whi'.?h ho suflbred much unde- 
served censure. The labor he shared with a few 
othera, but the expense devolved chiefly upon him. 
He believed that if the ministers and laymen who, 
at one time, stood by Mr. McDowall, had continued 
faithful to the cause ; had wisely corrected his mis- 
takes, and continued their confidence, vastly more 
good might have bcjon achiovod, a iioblo pliilau- 
thropist saved fi*om a premature death, and a cause 
so eminently entitled to the support of a Christian 
community preserved from even temporaiy defeat. 
What was wanted, after gaining the moral statistics, 
was a discreet plan of a remedial chavactor, to bo 
followed out with pemevoring onoig}'. Still Ihii siuul 
sown has sprung up and borne fmits of righteous- 
ness, and Mr. Tappan never regretted the agency he 
had in sowing it. May those who have succeeded, 
emulate his example, and the examples of McDowtvll 
and Brown, and bo, like tiieni, faithful unto deatli! 

It will come in place here to ju'osont some con- 
siderations that induced Mr. Tappan to take such a 
strong interest in the subject. He knew that the 
evil was one of gi'eat moment, involving both the 
temporal and eternal welfare of men and women, 
especially of the young. IIo boliovod also that in- 
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stmctions and warnings respecting it were yery in- 
frequent and indefinite ; that parents, ochool-teach- 
ers, and even ministers of the gospel, were very 
remiss in their instructions on tliis subject. Books 
cm such themes arc rarely consulted and seldom put 
into the hands of youth, while publications and pic- 
tures of a lascivious character are widely diiFused by 
youthful associates and the emissaries of the devil. 
The consequences are disastrous. Those impure 
publications and pictures are suffered to influence 
and cornipt the young without any sufllcient anti- 
dotes. Young poraons also, in their academical 
studies, pore over the lascivious writings of heathen 
authors without any adequate correctives. They 
indulge impurities hm*tful to body, and mind, and 
soul, often without knowing the deleterious effects 
of such transgressions. Having no religious prin- 
ciple, they brave the warning of Scriptiu'o, and being 
destitute of physiological knowledge, they commit 
" sins of ignorance," unaware of the consequences. 

Both nature and revelation teach most important 
truths on the subject, but on parents *and teach- 
ei*s devolves the duty of making suitable applica- 
lioiiH of such knowledge. Aie not parents in duty 
bound to instinct their children fully on matters of 
snch vital importance, relying upon Goil to bless 
their efforts? The aid of the family physician can be 
had, if necessaiy, and few young persons but would 
be alarmed at the lessons he could give, respecting 
the consequence of jiclding to "youtliful lusts;" 
the idiot^y, insanity, disliguronK^ufc of body, and im- 

() 
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becility of mind, often prodaced. Children can be 
tanglit that the Oroator '' has not mode the body for 
nncleonness nor indulgence in sensuality." 

If parents, by plain teachings from the Bible and 
other books, or by the instrumentality of the ftxmily 
physician, discharge their duty faithfully, the hap- 
piest results may follow. Is it too much to say, no 
parent has a right to roar a famUy of chUdren with- 
out imparting to them, personally, or by a more 
competent teacher, every thing necessaiy to be 
known respecting one's own body, and the danger 
of illicit communication with otliciu Childron at 
an earlier ago than is generally supposed, acquire 
pomiciouH habits that toi*mont them all their days, 
and which might be avoided by instructions early 
and faithfully given. So thought the founders of the 
New York Magdalen Society, in the efforts to oppose 
"the vice of vices." 

Besides family instruction, Mr. Tappan was fully 
persuaded that pulpit instructions could be present- 
ed with effect, on a subject at once so delicate and 
important. * A minister, contemporary with him, once 
said : "I can not preach on the seventh command- 
ment." Other clergymen have shirked the duty, 
while some have performed it effectively, and in an 
unexceptionable manner. * But parental and pro- 
fessional instruction, with the warnings of Scnpture, 
are chiefly to be relied upon ; and these, it is be- 
lieved, will, in most cases, be adequate to accomplish 
the end designed. 

While he considered puevention the chief object 



MORAL REFORM EFFORTS. 123 

to be aimed at, as it respects the young and inex- 
perienced, lie believed that asylums for " fallen wom- 
en," such as exist at the present time, wore worthy 
of confidcuco and deserving ampio snppoii ; and it is 
pleasant to bo able to state, on the authority of tho 
chaplain of one of these excellent institutions, that 
within a few yeai's past, there has been a growing 
interest in the reformation and salvation of tlie in- 
mates. 

Ho was also in favor of nmnicipid and legislative 
int<ei1>osition. Oi'ime must bo subject to law, and 
receive punishment. "When city functionaries, faith- 
ful legislators and upright magistrates, perform their 
dutj', vice will hide its head, dens of iniquity will be 
broken up, and a moral purification will take place. 
But effectual moral efforts will never bo made unless 
the ministry and the church take tho lead. Profli- 
gate jurors, unprincipled attorneys, and debauched 
judges, can not bo reHed upon for tho prevention 
of crime, or the punishment of ti-ansgressora. Chris- 
tians, in and out of city councils, and legislative 
halls, must cooperate with virtuous magistrates, in 
reformatory labors. 

Mr. Tappan believed that, as "an ounce of pre- 
vention is wcnth a pound of cure," a large propor- 
tion of tho viciousn(*sH of both sexes could be fore- 
stalled and prevented by early, faitliful, persevering 
instruction and warning ; that on religious instruc- 
toi-s n^sts much of the obligation, but that parents 
are called in i>rovitlence to discluu*go a duty in this 
respect to their children that cannot bo neglected, 
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nor evaded, without great injury to tlieir offspring, 
and gi'cat guilt to tliomscIvcB. Children, in every 
department of society, ai'e liable to wrong influences, 
and corrupt habits, from the destroyer of souls and 
his emissaiies. Pointed instniction, from parents 
and religious teachers, as well as moral education, 
will alone, under God, save the young, amid the 
snares set for them. ' 

He has given a oomhandment, that if fully explain- 
ed, and set home upon the youthful mind and con- 
science, with all the needful explanations, such as fa- 
ther and mother can give, and which they are inexcu- 
sable if they do not give, may prcHorvo the moral 
purity of children and youth, and tliuK Have faniilios 
^nd society from untold wretchedness. This subject 
was one upon which Mr. Tappan pondered deeply. 
He knew that he had the Bible on his side, and he 
resolved that, witli the aid of the God of the Bible, he 
would do something to awaken the community, and 
arouse parents and guardians, to the consideration 
of saving the tempted, and rescuing the fallen. 

Those Christians and parents who shrink from 
such investigations and exposures, and refuse to at- 
tack vice in its strongholds, fi*om false delicacy or 
prudery, have Uttle resemblance to the Master, who 
did not keep hiniKolf aloof from the vicious, or apol- 
ogize for open and persevering effoi-ts to reclaim 
them. The ungodly and self-righteous of that day 
taunted him for such association with the vicious, 
and they have since that period continued to taunt 
both men and women who boldly enter the den of 
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iniquity to snatch its victims from Uio roaring lions 
that seek to devour. 

Mr. Tappau received some scratches in his efforts 
of this kind, but he considered them in the light of 
trophies rather than evidences of defeat. He Avas 
willing to lend his name, give his money, and con- 
tribute personal labor to this cause; and to unite 
with good men and women in such self-denying 
lal)ora. Tliero were some of this class, among his 
own and iho oilier sex, as tliere always has been, 
. who "despising the shame," like their divine Lord, 
esteem it an honor to snatch as brauds from the fire, 
the unhappy and miserable victims of self-indul- 
gence and pollution, and to lend their aid in ex- 
posing and bringing to condign punishment flagrant 
offenders. 

His experionce in other labors for the reclama- 
tion of the wicked, and the punishment of evil-doers, 
hail taught him that incipient efforts are often de- 
feated, and that final victory sometimes results from 
early discomfitures. In the efforts made for the 
recovery of the licentious he knew also that defeat 
has often attended philanthropic labors; and it 
might be so again. Ho felt willing, however, to 
make renewed efforts with the best agency at hand, 
believing that even partial failure in a good cause 
was better than inaction when a mighty evil was 
to be assailed; and that good seed, prayerfully 
sovnif would spring up and bear fiiiit. 
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VIII. 

Mr. Tappan's mind liad beou for a long time di- 
rected toward the condition of the people of color, 
and he spared no pains to gain iufoiiiiation both as 
to the free and the enslaved. In the course of his 
inquiries he had some correspondence with Willum 
WiLBERFORCE. The Amei^ican ColonizcUion Society 
was then in the ascendency, and its hiends claim- 
ed to be, par excellence^ the friends of the colored 
race. 

Near the close of the year 18] (i, a nio(^ting was 
called to assemble in Washington City, to form the 
society. Henry Clay presided. The project origi- 
nated with slaveholders, although some good men 
from non-slaveholding states, were associated with 
them in the scheme. The ostensible object was 
expressed in the second article of its constitution : 

"The object to which its attention is to Ik) exchi- 
sivehj directed is to promote and execute a plan 
for colonizing (with their consent) the free people 
of color residing in our comitry, in Africa, or 87ich 
other place, as Congress shall deem most expedi- 
ent." The object in view, therefore, was the re- 
moval of the free nogi'ocs to Africa, if Congiesa so 
determined; but to any place out of the United 
States, if it should be deemed preferable by the na- 
tional legislature. 

Mr. Tappau, "with many other fi-iends of the 
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blacks, was iuclnced to give the society a cordial 
support "Wlien, however, it became known to him 
that New England mm, powder and sliot, and weap- 
ons of war were regularly sent to Liberia by the 
society, and 8upi)licd to the colonists, ho remon- 
strated.^ And when he saw that slaves were manu- 
mitted on condition that they should be sent to 
Africa, he came to the conclusion that he could no 
longer aid a society tliat inflicted such an injury 
upon the colonists and the natives of Africa, besides 
trampling upon its own constitution. 

The society, by sending to Afiica slaves who 
gave no consent to go there, unless a choice of evUs, 
hettccen expcUriation and slavo'y, be called a "con- 
sent," violated its own constitution, as Mr. Tappan 
believed; and by sending mm, powder, shot and 
guns donior.'ili/AHl both coloiUKts and native Africans. 
Blany northern people had been induced to give 
tiioii' conlidcnco, their money, and their prayers un- 
der the assui*auce that the Society was missionary 
in its design, and would also tend to the extinction 
of slaveiy. 

As the society proceeded in its operations, the 
minds of thousands were opened to the design of 
the leaders in the enterprise. Among them was 
Daniel Webster, who, in his pahniest days, in pres- 
ence of a committee appointed in Boston to report 
a constitution of a Society to be called the Mas- 
siwIniscUs Cdimizaiion Sodefijy said, "I cannot give 
my sanction to the object, for I see that it origina- 

^ Soo Appouilix it {or /(Ida, 
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ted in a plan to get rid of the free negroes in order 
to render slavery more socm*c, and I will have noth- 
ing more to do with it."* 

After the commencement of the anti-slavery agi- 
tation the opposition to the Colonization Society 
increased. Mr. Tappan was applied to from various 
quarters, to know the reason of liis witlidrawal fi-om 
it. On being appUed to by the Anti-slavery Society 
at Andover, Mass., to give his views respecting the 
"American Colonization Society/' he replied in a let- 
ter, thus introduced by the secretary to the editor 
of the Liberator: "Theological Seminary, Andover, 
Mai'ch 29, 1833. Mr. GaiTison : In the correspond- 
ence of the Anti-slavory Society in this Heniinavy, 
the following communication has been received from 
a distinguished philanthropist, which it is presumed 
will be read with interest by the Christian commu- 
nity." 

New Youk, Murcli 2G, 1833. 

Mn. LEWIS y. ULTHM, BEOBBTABT 07 THB ANTI-BLAyEIlT BOOIBTT IN 
THE TUBOIXKIIOAL BKMINABY AT ANDOVEll : 

Dbaii Sm : Your commiiuication of ibe 8ih insi. has re- 
mained till now unanswered, in consequence of a press of 
other cores. You ask my opinion of the Colonization Soci- 
ety, and suggest the inquiry whether with its present prin- 
ciples and character, it is worthy of the patronage of the 
Christian piiblio? My ongogomonta do not admit of my 
giving un oluboiiilo unswor to this inqniiy, or oxpliviuiug ut 
length my views of the colonization project 

o This was said in presence of John Tappan, and other mem- 
bers of the oominittoe, who after such a declaration, declined 
reporting a constitution for an auxiliary society in Massachusetts. 
Mr. Webster afterwards mode a speech in behalf of the Parent So- 
ciety at Washington. 



LETTEU TO MR. LAINK 129 

WlieD this societj was organizod, I wns one of its wnrm- 
Gst frionds, and anticipaied great good from its iufliience, 
both in Gliristiauizing Africa and abolisliiiig slavery in onr 
country. At one time, I had a phin for cstabliHhiug a line of 
imrkets lictweon tliis city and tho colony, and for opening a 
inulo with tho intiu'ior of Africa. 1 hIho olTorcNl to pay ono 
thousand dollars to tho society, if the one hundred individu- 
als, proposc<l in the plan of Gorrit Smith, could bo found in 
ono year. I mention these things to show how heartily I 
entered into the scheme. 

The first thing that sliook my confidence in tlie society, 
was tho fact that anient si)irit8 woro aUowcd to bo sold at tho 
colony, and, as tho agents wrote mo from Liboiia, in giving 
tho lusHtn'tniont suitable to make up an invoice, were consid- 
ered iudisiHMisable. 

I used the little influence I had with the society to obtain 
a prohibition of the admission of ardent spirits into the col- 
ony ; with what success may be seen in the fact, that no less 
than fourteen hundred barrels of the liquid i>oison have boeu 
sold ihovc witliin a year. 

Willi u\y foc»linf;HKoniowliat co<)h>d by tlio knowliMlgn that 
anloiit H[uriU, tobacco, iM)wdor and ImiIIh, wtu'o lomling ai'ti- 
c1(>R of tnido at tho colony, I read with Konic! cju'o tho argn- 
nionlflof that diHtingui.shed and fciulcsH pliilantliropist, W. L. 
Qarrison, in tho Liberator, and was soon led to ask myself 
whether this splendid scheme of benevolence was not a de- 
vice of Satan, to rivet still closer the fetters of the slaves, 
and to deepen the prejudice against the free colored peo- 
ple. 

I now believe it is, and that it had its origin in the single 
motive to get rid of the free colored people, that the slaves 
may be hold in greater safety. Good men have been drawn 
into it, under tho delusive idea that it would brealc the chahis 
of slavery and evangelize Africa ; but the day is not for 
distant, I believe, when the society will be regarded in its 
true ehamet(»r, and bo dcsc^rted by oveiy one, who wishes to 
see a 8i>eedy end i)ut to slavery in this land of boiusted free- 
dom. 

You are at liberty to make what uso you x^lonso of this 

G* 
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expression of nij fioutimonis. I rojoico to witness the effort 
that is eveiyAvlioro making to lot tlio captive go free, and that 
the number is daily increasing of those who ai*e resolved not 
to oease their efforts in every lawful way to secure to our col- 
ored fellow-citizens equal rights with others. 

That your society may bo eminently instrumental in dis- 
sipating prejudice and pouring light upon the intellect of 
the millions of our countrymen who are held in bondage, is 
the earnest prayer of your fellow laborer, 

ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

The following letter, published in the Ne^o York 
Evcmgdiat of June 29, 1833, is a corroboration of 
the statements made in the preceding letter to Mr. 
Laine : 

Mb. LBAvrrr — Dbab Sm : The Oolonization Society has 
given a wide circulation to the it^niarks r(*forred to in the on- 
closed communication, and I ask as a favor that you will ad- 
mit to your columns my vindication. 

I am truly yours, 

A. T. 

to bxv. b. b. gublbt, sbobbtaby 07 thb ambbioan oolonization 
sooibtt: 

In the African Repositoiy for May, I observe some re- 
marks accompanying the letter recently mldrcssed by me to 
tlie Anti-slavoi7 Society in tlie theological seminary at Ando- 
ver. The writer of the remarks makes me say, that because 
ardent spirits are sold at Liberia, I was led to the belief that 
the colony was founded in the single motive to perpetuate * 
slavery. I ask if my language will justify this construction ? 
I certainly drew no such inference from sucJi premises, as a 
ro-pcriuud of my letter will satisfy any candid mind. 

The wi-itor of the remarks says, my Lmguago would loiul 
to the belief that I had received from the agent of the Colo- 
nization Society the statement, ** that ardent si)irits was an 
indispensable ai'ticle of trade at the colony." This iufei*ence 
is coiTCct. It was from Doctor Bandnll I had that informa- 
tion, OS liis letter in my possession will show. 
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It will be incambont on me to produce my aailioritj for 
the assertion that "fourteen hundred barrels of ardent 
spirits have been sold at the colony in one year," when the 
society has denied the fact, as they doubtless have the means 
of doing if it is untrno ; and when they do deny it, I shall 
show that not hdf the Inttii haa been tMy as I am now enabled 
to state from more recent informatiou. 

It is said I liave no authority for the opinion that tlie Col- 
onization Society "is a device of Satan, and owes its exis- 
tence to the single motive to perpetuate slavery." I would 
ask if it is not supposable, that Satan sometimes uses good 
mcMi to promote his pnrposcH? What else will account for 
tlie fact that so many of our best men are now "led captive 
at his will " in the uuright^us prejudice agaiust the colored 
man ? a prejudice that is to be found in this land of boasted 
freedom alone, out of tlie eiglit hundred millions that people 
the earth. Yes, let me repeat it, a prejudice that exists in 
this country alone, against the seutiment of the whole world 
besides, and which iu the face of heaven wo dare to allege as 
a reason why the colored man cannot be elevated in this 
country. What! Shall eight or nine millions of "pale- 
faced" human beings, arrogate to themselves tlie right to 
trample under foot their fellow-men, because the color of 
their Kkiii is difTorent, when, too, a vast majority of mankind 
is on the side of the colored man ? I ask then if there is no 
reason to believe, that such a prejudice comes, not from God, 
"who made of one blood all the children of men," but from 
the source I have ascribed to it ? 

I have no intention to impugn the motives of those great 
and good mon, Finloy, IMill.M, a^id othera, who it is said flint 
conceived the idea of the Colonization Society. But there is 
abundant evidence, that a »iniilar plan had been in agitation 
in the Virginia legislature year after year, before these esti- 
mable men broached the subject, and we know that when 
the plan was brought forward by them, it had its chief sup- 
port from Rlave-owncrs, who have never evidenced the purity 
of tlieir motives by giviug freeilom to their slaves, a measure 
one would expect natimilly to flow from a p'ncere desire to 
benciit the colored men. 
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Trusting in a sense of justice to obtain for this, admit- 
tance into the next Eq>osUatyy I am with great personal es- 
teem, Yours, 

ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

The demoralizing effects of mm shipped to the 
coast of Ahica have not ceased. Mr. Walker of the 
Gaboon Mission, states facts that should crimson 
the fticcs of uU poi*sons ^vho have boon iuulriuncnlal 
in shipping from this country, and pouring upon the 
benighted people of that countiy, this burning lava. 
His letter "closes Tvith statements which may well 
cause Christians to respond^eamestly to the call for 
prayer in behalf of a heathen people, cm-sod and 
wasted away by the traffic in rum from Christian 
lands; and for the Christian missionary called to 
encounter such evils brought in from liis own home, 
and creating a banier against his success more 
hopelessly impregnable than all the native pagan- 
ism, vice, and degradation of that people." Mr. 
Walker concludes his letter thus :* 

But Satan is not to bo thus dcfcatocl, and where the 
foot of tlio >v]iito man has never trod, the (iory sti*eam of 
alcohol rolb and bnrns, causing waste and anguish and hor- 
rors greater than the middle passage ever witnessed. Some 
people wonder why the coast tribes of Africa waste away and 
disappear. It is no wonder to one who lives hei*e, with his 
eyes open, unless he himself has come within the maelstrom. 
Tlio con8t is belcagucrcil with the liosts of Satan ; and they 
are bold, pci'sistont, untiring, unscmpulous, uumorciful. If 
you wish to know some of ilie concomiUiuts of the rum trade 
and rum drinking, read Pro v. 23 : 33. Those are our real ob- 
stacles. Heathenism is bad, but unmixed it is not imi)reg- 
nable. Nine-tenths of the liquor exported from Liverpool 

o Missionary Herald, rebruory, 1870, p. id. 
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oomeB to tills coast Amoricon iraderB gcneroUj am the 
some. Pray for us, that there may be fonud ten righteous 
men hero, and that all the ixsople perish not 

TIio vory fjujU* mlclucctl by frioiulH of tlio Coloni- 
zatiou Society iu 8iipx)oi'i; of its claims, aud paiiicu- 
lai'ly those that wero offered to justify the expatria- 
tion of the people of color to another land, seemed 
to Mr. Tappan's mind irresistible to influence liim 
and others, to oppose it. "The prejudice against 
the negro is so strong that it cannot bo overcome; 
even Christianity cannot overcome it." This, thought 
he, is a slander against the religion of Jesus. "They | 
never can be elevated here to equal rights, and 
will ever be unhappy and miserable while they | 
remain among us." This, if true, thought he, is | 
our fault and not theii*s. We are bound to remove j 
obsliudos, give the colored man a clianco, offer him 
the right hand of fellowship, do away with oppres- 
sive enactments and usages, treat him as a fellow- 
citizen, and fellow-Christian, /tere, in the land of his 
nativity. Christ died for the colored man as well 
as for the white man. He is no respecter of persons. 
He taught that "a certain man " — a poor slave per- 
haps — fell among thieves, who robbed him, and left 
him half dead. A true picture of slavery I 

And we aie told that there came down a certain 
priest that way, and when he saw him, he passed by 
on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he was 
at the place, came and looked on him, and also pass- 
ed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, 
when he saw him had compassion on him, bound up 
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his wounds, and took care of him. " Wliich now of 
these three, thinkest thou," said our Lord, "was 
neighbor unto him that fell among thieves?" The 
answer was, "He that showed mercy on him." 
Then said Jesus unto him, "Qo, and do thou like- 
wise." 

It bohoovos us, then, thought Mr. Tai)piiu, to lust 
the part of the Samaritan toward ' the poor colored 
man, bond and free; bind up his wounds of body 
and mind, take care of him in his own land, the land 
of his birth ; console, relieve, and administer to his 
best good here, rather than among strangers, in a 
distant, heathen land. He saw nothing in the para- 
ble of the Good Samaritan to justify sending the 
colored man to Africa, to do him good there. 

The Saviour taught that neiglihm* means any one 
whom we can benefit, by administering to his imme- 
diate wants; and the dictionary interprets the word 
to mean "a countiymap," a "fellow-being," "one 
that needs our help." The negro, reasoned Mr. 
Tappan, is a fellow-countryman, he needs my help, 
it is for his good, and for the honor of Christianity 
that assistance be afforded him, here and now; and 
hating caste, and loving the Saviour, he shall have 
it so far as it is in my power, with divine aid, to 
givo it. 

This subject has been discussed at such length 
because ho was once a zealous supporter of the colo- 
nization scheme, and abandoned it for wise and good 
reasons, much to the annoyance of his former asso- 
ciates, some of whom were never reconciled to the 
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conrso ho folt constvainod to take, ami soizod every 
opportimity to oppose the auti-slavery canse, in 
which he heartily eugagecl when he turned away 
from the Colouizaiiou Society. He believed it to 
be, not the friend but the foe of ihe x>eopIe of color. 
But he acknowledged that there were individuals 
who continued to cling to that scheme, and were yet 
their fiiends. He deplored their delusion, but re- 
solved on exercising candor, while true to his own 
matui'ed judgment. 

The people of color, from the beginning, had an 
instinctive dislike to the colonization scheme. This 
dislike was not pronjpted by the originatora of the 
anti-slavery reform, as their opposition is dated 
anterior to the agitation of the slavery question. In 
January, 1817, a month or two after the formation 
nF llin (!oloni/.alion iSocioly, more than throe thou- 
sand flee |H3c)ple of color assembled in Philadelphia 
to express tlieir views of the society. At this meet- 
ing they ummimously replied to the question, " Are 
you willing to accept its oflfers?" with an emphatic 
NO. They sent forth an address, " To the humane 
and benevolent inhabitants of the city of Philadel- 
phia," frojn which the following is an extract: 

Wc liavo no wisli to scptu^atc from our present lionios for 
any puiixise whatever. Conteutcd with our preseut situa- 
tiou and condition, we arc not desirous of increasing their 
prosperity but by honest efforts, and by tlie use of those 
oi>j)()rtunitir« for their improvement, which tho constitution 
and ihe laws allow to all. It is, therefore, with painful soli- 
citude and Ronx)wing regret, wo have seen a plan for coloni- 
zing tho free i)coplo of color of tho United States, on the 
roiist of Africa. 
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We hutnbfy, respeoifnlly, and fervently entreat and be- 
Beech yonr disapprobation of the plan of colonization now 
offered by the "American Society for colonizing the free 
people of color of the United States." Here, in the city of 
Philadelphia, where the voice of the suffering sons of Africa 
was first heard ; whera was first coninicucod tiio work of abo- 
lition, on which Heaven has smiled, for it could have success 
only from the great Master ; let not a purpose be assisted 
which will stay the cause of the eutu'e abolition of slaveiy in 
the United States, and which may defeat it altogether ; which 
proffers to those who do not ask for them, benefits, but which 
they consider injxtries, and which must insure to the multi- 
tudes, whose prayers can only reach you through us, misery, 
suffeiHngs, and perpetual slavery, 

JAMES FORTRN, CnAntMAN. 
UnHSKL Pauuqtt, Socrotury. 

MootingH of pooplo of color wove liohl in ino8fc of 
the cities and towns in the United States, at that 
early period, and it was their united and strenuous 
Gfpposition to the expatriation scheme that first 
induced WHiUAM Lloyd Gabbison and others to 
oppose it. 

No wonder that such an appeal, when it became 
known to Arthur Tappan, and when he became per- 
sonally acquainted with the leading men who had 
adopted it, touched his keenest sensibilities, and 
attached him more strongly to his oppressed fellow- 
men. In company with his friend, Mr. Jocelyn, he 
viHiUul Philmlolphia, and hod intoi-viows with Mr. 
James Forten, and other intelligent and influential 
men of color. Their industry, thrift and respecta- 
bility dciiply impressed him, and he fully sympa- 
thized with them in their distrust of a society, com- 
posed largely of slaveholders, that aimed at theii 



LIBEL ON CITUISTIANITY. 137 

remoToI from the land of their birth and affections 
to a heathen hmd. 

This feeling was intensified as the sentiments of 
influential colonizationists were promulgated, from 
time to time. Li the Fifteenth Annual llci>ort of 
the Ameiican Cohnizaficni Sw^ciy, the managers 
say : " Causes heyomi tlic control of the human will 
must prevent their ever rising to equality with the 
whites." "The managers consider it clear, that 
CHUMtm oxisk, and aro oponiting, to provont Uioir 
ini2>rovomont and elevation to any considerable 
extent, us a class, in this country, which are fixed, 
not only beyond the control of the friends of human- 
ity, BUT OP ANY HUMAN POWER. Christianity cannot 
do for them here, what it will do for them in Africa. 
This is not the fault of the colored man, nor of the 
v'liiic imniy nor. of Christianity; but it is AN 01U)INA- 
noN OF Providence, and iio more to he chamjed than 
the latos of mdurc.'* 

No wonder that abolitionists, the world over, 
rejected such atrocious sentiments. English philan- 
thropists, as well as American, uttered their con- 
demnation of them. "No one," said Judge William 
Jay, "surcl}' need to blush at acknowledging that ho 
has been deceived in the society, since Wilberforoe 
placed his name at the head of a protest against it. 
The following is an extract from this protest : * We 
must be understood utterly to repudiate the prin- 
ciples of the Ameiucan Colonization Society.' " 

It will be in place here to insert a most eloquent 
appeal on behalf of the much abused people of color. 
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by ODO of tlicir own uiimbcr, Uio lato Ilov. Pbi'EII 
WiTJJAMB, rector of St. Pliilip's clmrcli, Now York: 
** We are natives of this country; we ask only to be 
ti'eated as well as foreigners. Not a few of our 
fathers suffered and bled to purchase its indepen- 
dence. We ask only to be treated as well as thoso 
who fought against it. Wo have toiled to cultivate 
it, and to raise it to its present prosperous condition. 
We ask only to share equal privileges with those 
who come from distant lands to enjoy the fiiiiits of 
our labor." 

Mr. Williams, during the mob violence in the 
city of New York, was the leading mhiistor of the 
gospel among his i)oop1o, and also a member of tho 
executive committee of the American Anti'dcivei-y 
Society. He was required by the bishop of the dio- 
cess, Mr. Onderdonk, to renounce his connection 
with it. Such a command pained the heart of the 
good man, and he would have refused compliance, 
but tho influences employed were too powerful for 
him to withstand. He submitted, and jirepared an 
apology to be submitted to his anti-slavery friends, 
in which, while obeying the order of his spiritual 
chief, he expressed his opinions, modestly but firmly, 
of the anti-slavery cause. This apology he left with 
his ecclesiastical superior, who undertook to alter 
it by expunging several sentences, and then causing 
it to be published without consulting Mr. WilUams! 
The aggiieved man of God keenly felt the outrage, 
but deemed himself bound by his ordination vows 
to submit in silence. 
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It appears necessary to express sucb yiews of 
the colonization scheme because, even at this day, 
ignorant black j^eoplo are persuaded that Africa is 
their natural home, that they will never have their 
riffhts in this country, etc. ; and their consent is 
f^aincnl to l>o shipped olT to a distant hind, where the 
mlvantiiges for successful labor and education ai*o 
for inferior to what they are in the United States. 
And this, when there is such a demand for labor at 
the South, and colored men of good capacity are 
eh^ctcnl to the judicial bench, to state legislatures, 
and even to Congress! 

While we write, a report is published in one of 
the daily papers, of a public meeting on Brooklyn 
heights, at a chm*ch (St. Ann's) on the evening of 
the Lord's day, in which one of the speakera uses 
tlio foHowing laiiguago: "In the United StaloH, with 
ten to one against them, the blacks must ultimately 
be crushed by and give way before the whites in the 
great struggle of life." And the audience, in a 
Christian church, are invited to lend their influence, 
and contribute their means, and thus to fulfil this 
unchriKliaii j)ropliecy. The speaker said, that " those 
who \vere willing luight go to Liberia, where they 
would become agents in the grand work of civilizing 
Africa." If thus capable they should by all means 
be retained in this country to teach the first princi- 
ples of Christianity to those, who yielding to an 
unchristian ju'cjudico, would expatriate them. Mr. 
Tappan contended zealously for the extinction of 
this prejudice to his dying day, and it is fit that a 
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remonstrance against suck a perversion of Christian 
benevolence should accompany this tribute to his 
memory. 

It is sometimes o^ed, "Have not the colored 
people the same right to emigi*ato to Afiica thai 
other persons havo to emigrate to any part of the 
world they choose?" Tlio answer is, certainly tlu^y 
have. Abolitionists, and intelligent fi*oe people of 
color, oppose the Colonization Society because it 
was directed by slaveholders and their allies, not to 
benefit the blacks, but to get rid of them, or for the 
double motive in some coses; and it is a matter of 
history that very few, if any colonizationists, then 
or since, have labored for the extinction of slavoiy. 

Slavery being abolished, and the full rights of 
citizenship secured to the people of color, the ques- 
tion now is, ought or ought not the colonization 
scheme to be encouraged ? As already conceded, 
colored men have the right to go where they please, 
and white men have a right to help them to emi- 
grate. All this is allowed. But no individual or 
society has a moral right to inculcate the impos- 
sibility of people of color rising here as well as 
abroad. Such sentiments are anti-republican and 
unchristian; particularly when the rights of colored 
men, to their fullest extent, have been recognized 
by the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Is it not worthy of the most serious considera- 
tion of all truly benevolent and Christian men 
whether it is consistent with the principles of our 
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goremmenfc and of Cliristionity to onoourage tbe 
emigration of any citizen to a foreign land, especial- 
ly to a heathen land, who is not a peraon of moral 
and ChriHlian priiiciplos, and who cnugnitcs to do 
good. Ml*. Tappan, in his mature life, bolioYcd it 
was wrong to encourage the emigration of pei*sons 
who went from selfish motives, whoso principles and 
habits were unwortliy of imitation, and who them- 
selves needed the restraints of moral and religious 
institutions, instead of being models for the imita- 
tion of those loss favored than themselves. He felt 
that encouragement to emigrate should be held out 
to those, and those only who desired to go with a 
missionary spirit. Was he not right? 

Mr. Tappan had no objection, of coui*se, to the 
emigration of deserving men of color to Africa, 
tliough ho did obj(».ct strongly to the coercive sys- 
tem, direct or implied; and thought it against the 
genius of Christianity to encourage men who were 
destitute of religious principles, and especially if 
destitute of common moraUty, in going from a Chris- 
tian to a heathen or semi-heathen land. 

Among those he aided to return to their native 
shores w:ih an African iianiod AnnuAL Uahaman, a 
son of one of the native kings. He had been cap- 
tured in war by a neighboring tribe ; sold by his 
caj)tois to slave traders ; and by them brought to 
Ni!W Orluans. After living a slave at Natchez, Mis- 
Kissi|»|»i, roily years, lie was recognized by a sur- 
•j;oon in tlu^ IJniUMl Hlati^s' navy. 

The surgroii \\\u\ Iuh'Ii attached to a United 
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Statos man-of-war off tlio coast of Africa, and liav- 
ing gone ashore to liunt, was loft by the ship, llo 
lodged one night at the house of Abdual's father, 
and on seemg the son at Natchez, he made interest 
with influential poi-sons on his behalf. Ho was 
bought of his master with a view to send him to 
Liberia, ivs it was thouglit lie couUl bo of groat ser- 
vice to the colonists by influencing his countrymen 
to befriend them. 

He came to Boston, where through Mr. Charles 
Tappan's exertions, a considerable sum was raised 
in Massachusetts for his benefit. Ho rocommondod 
him to his brother Arthur in New York, who, in con- 
junction with other friends, paid a largo sum to 
redeem Abdual's wife and children from slavery. 
The whole family embarked for Liberia, with a num- 
ber of other emigrants. Abdual died in six weeks 
after his arrival, and half of the number of emigrants 
met within the time the same fate. 

Abdual llahaman was a Mohammedan, of Moor- 
ish extraction, well educated, tall and dignified in his 
appearance, and read the Arabic language fluently, 
and wrote it with elegance. His princely bearing, 
and intelligence excited much interest, wherever he 
went, and contributed to increase the indignation 
felt for the cruel system of slavery. 
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IX. 

Atteb ceasing to feel an interest in the Coloni- 
zation Society, Mr. Tappan applied himself more 
than before to the improvement of the people of 
color in their own country. He inquired into their 
condition and wants, and took ploasnro in aiding 
them in all wrvys consistent with their best good. 
Ho was especially desirous of promoting their intel- 
lectual and moral elevation. To this end he spared 
no expense of time or money. Whatever plans of 
usefulness were suggested he investigated, and aided, 
so far as they appeared judicious. 

After luirchosing a house in Now Haven for a 
family rcsidouce, and being there ahuost weekly 
liimsolf, ho formed an acquaintance with Eov. Sim- 
eon S. Jocelyn, who was minister of a congi'cga- 
tion of colored people in that city, and liis fiiend- 
shij) and intimacy continued with this devoted friend 
of theirs during his whole life. With him he ascer- 
tained the condition of the colored people in New 
Haven and elsewhere, and they united in devising 
plans for their benefit. 

He learned that a society had been formed at 
New Haven, called the "African Improvement So- 
ciety," in which several prominent Christian ladies 
took a deep interest, and he gladly cooperated 
with thorn, and the advisory committee of gentle- 
men, in carrying forward its plans of usefulness. It 
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was liis practice, as opportunity ofifered, to attend 
the meetings of the colored people, to counsel tlicm, 
express his sympathy with them in their trials and 
privations, and to manifest that he discarded, both 
in sentiment and practice, the hateful caste feeUng 
that so extensiyely prevailed in the country, and in 
no part of it more than in Connecticut. At the 
same time he aimed to be discreet in his deport- 
meht, and thus avoid all reasonable censure. He 
knew that the prejudice against the colored people 
was vincible, but at the same time he realized that 
it woH doop-rootod, and must bo roiiiovod, not l>y 
extroino nioHHuros, but by thoir grmbuil oloviilion. 

Dolioving fully in the ocpiab'ty of all inon in llio 
sight of God, as laid down in the Scriptures, and in 
the Declaration of Independence, it was his earnest 
desire to show that he regarded the colored man as 
a fellow-citizen; and to treat him as he would a 
white man in the various walks of life. This coiu*se 
of action he believed was consonant with the prin- 
ciples of our republican government, and the pro- 
cepia of Christ. The contrary course he beUeved 
to be cruel as well as dishonorary to Christianity 
and insulting to the Creator; so contrary to the 
principles of the gospel that it is a marvel that it 
any whore exists in lands called Clivistian. It is 
also so oj^positc to the sjiirit of republicanism that 
foreigners are gi'catly smi)riscd that it prevails in a 
country where the doctrine of equaUty of all men 
before the law lies at the foundation of the govern- 
ment. 
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Gk>d has made of ouo blood all men, black and 
white; and Christ has died for all, and offers salva- 
tion to bond nnd free, Jew and Gentile. He has 
provided mansions in heaven for all true believers; 
and shall man, in his egotism and pride, spurn his 
colored brother, like himself made in the image of 
God, and invited to a glorious immorUiUty? Espe- 
cially is it befitting those who think they have been 
redeemed by the atoning blood of the Saviour to set 
at naught, or stand apai*t from those who ai*e made, 
by the all-wise Father of all, of a different complex- 
ion from themselves? Sucli a prejudice is enough 
to make angels weep ! 

He beUeved also that the total abolition of the 
caste feeUng is for the welfare of the whole commu- 
nity, white and colored. Thus judging ho deter- 
mined to evince by his whole deportment that he 
despised caste, and was the friend and brother of 
all men without distinction of complexion or condi- 
tion. To those who objected to this course, and to 
all who opposed it, he could say: "Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye." 

He was fully impressed with the importance of 
parents so training their children, that they will 
grow up with kind feelings toward the poor, and 
especially toward those whose complexions expose 
them to the insults of coarse-minded and hard- 
hoavUnl persons. For the harmony of society, and 
i.lio wi^lfaro of iho whole people, it seems important 
llijit groat forbi\ininco sh(»iilil be exercised cm the 
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port of the rich toward the poor, and the laboring 
classes toward otvch other, irrespective of condition 
or complexion. It is all-important also that, now 
the people of color are invested with all the privi- 
leges of citizenship, and of course brought into 
closer affinities, hostilities of every kind should come 
to an end. 

If, as children, they are not allowed to meet in 
the same week-day and Sabbath schools, and en- 
couraged by parents and teachers to behave kindly 
to each other, how, as men, will they be able to meet 
at the polls, sit on juries, attend political meetings, 
practise at the bar, unite in processions, and mingle 
with their fellow-men in the various walks of life, on 
equal terms, as the religion of Jesus, and the laws of 
the land require ? 

A convention of people of color was held in Phil- 
adelphia in 1831, of delegates from several states, 
to consult u2)on the common interest. It was nume- 
rously attended, and the proceedings were conducted 
with much ability. A resolution was adopted that 
it is expedient to establish a collegiate school, on 
the manual labor system. Soon after, a committee 
appointed for the purpose made an appeal to the 
benevolent, in which they stated the disadvantages 
under which their sons and daughtera were 2)laced, 
in not being able to gain admission into seminaries 
of learning, or in mechanical establishments; the 
strong desire felt for their education, and the neces- 
sity that existed for such a school. Tliey also sug- 
gested that New Haven, Counocticut, Avould bo a 
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suitable place for its location. Mr. Tappan wlio had 
given much attention to the subject, expressed his 
satisfaction in view of tlie laudable cutei-prise, and 
promised substantial aid, wliile Mr. Jocelyu and 
other fiicnds of the colored people cooperated Avith 
him in dcvisuig a plan for caiTjiug out the desired 
object. 

It was supposed that a favorable impression had 
been made at New Haven, with regard to the eleva- 
tion of the people of color, and Uiat the oilicers of 
Yale Colloj^o, and influential citizens would not 
opi>o8e, but rather aid the i)roject. Benjamin Lundy 
had been there, and had oddiessed the membei*s of 
the Legislature of Connecticut in the stat^house 
on the importance of educating the blacks, and his 
address had been very favorablj' received.* A book- 
seller in the city luul published an edition of a 
pamphlet by CiiAiiLics Stuart, on the beneficent 
results of emancipation in the West Indies, at the 
request of Mr. Tappan, and chiefly at his expense, a 
large part of which had been circulated.f The im- 
pression on the public mind seemed to be good. 

* TliiH iiiioRtont4itioiiR Mu\ iiioritoriouR man died in Aii^ist, 
I8!K), III llniiiopiii, lllinoiK. A wrKtorn pupcr Hiiid of liiin, "Tho 
pioneer editor of tlio nnU-Kluvery cnterpriKo Iiiih ^ono to liis rent" 
In (icnend Wiiium's nrticlo iu Uio AtUinlic MoiilUUj^ Febrnnry, 
1870, p. 2 13, coniiuenioriitivo of Edwin M. Stanton, it is said : 
''Denjamin Lnndy, the early abolitionist, was a freqnont visitor at 
bis father's lionsc, and lilr. Stanton once told mo that he had often 
Hill upon tlnit di*vol(>d pbiliinlhropiKl's kneo wlien a child, and 
lisU'ned U» his words." 

t A world-wide phihinlhn»pist, aiul ontspoken (/hrislian. Ho 
was an Englishman by birlli, and long a captain in the British 
East India service, from which, at the period alluded to, he hod 
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Mr. Tappan, therefore, after causing inquiry to 
Ik) made of some of the profoasora, and other load- 
ing individuals, united with Mr. Jocelyn and other 
persons friendly to the enterprise in projecting a 
college or high school, for colored youth. It was 
believed that some of the professors would give them 
the benefit of their lectures. It was supposed, also, 
that young men of color might come from various 
parts of the country, and from the British Islands, 
and- avail themselves of the opportunity to acquire 
a soHd education. Mr. Tappan purchased several 
acres of land, in the southerly part of the city, and 
made an*angements for the erection of a suitable 
building, nnd fumishing it with noiulful supplies, iu 
a way to do honor to the city and countiy. His 
heart was full of the subject, and personally and by 
letters he invited the aid of other friends of the col- 
ored people, and urged forward the undertaking 
with his accustomed zeal and hberality. 

To his gi*eat regi-et, and that of his associates, 
the people of Now Haven, became violently agitated 
in opposition to the plan. Misrepresentations were 
made of the designs of the founders, fears were 
expressed that both city and college would sufibr 
injury, if the scheme was prosecuted. " The whole 

retired on liiilf pay. "During a HorioH of yciu-H lio Itu'luivil on tlio 
anii-Hluvery subject, and other moral rcfonuH, in Ent^lanil and the 
United States, with disinterested zeal and fearlessness, giving his 
time and money for the promotion of benevolent enterprises. He 
died in Canada, at an advanced age, having been promoted to be 
a major in the British army. He might appropriately have adopt* 
ed the motto of Franklin: *' Whore liberty dwells, there is my 
aountry." 
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city was filled Avitli confusion." Tbe people bad 
heard of Mr. Tappan*s supposed wealth and gener- 
osity, of his determination to carry forward favorite 
plans at all events, and seemed to fear that the city 
would bo overrun with negroes from all parts of 
the world. There were not wanting persons to in- 
flame the public 'mind. "A negro college by the 
side of Tale College !" " The City of Ehns disgraced 
for ever!" " It must not and shall not be I" Such 
was the popular cry. 

Even pei*sons of calm judgment and philan- 
Uiropic views on most subjects, were canied away 
by the clamor. They seemed to imagine that the 
success of the enteiprise would be a stain upon 
the city, injure its business and bring a stigma upon 
Yale College. A panic seemed to have seized the 
minds of the po<)i>1(^, and it was decided to have a 
pubUc meeting of the citizens to take into consider- 
ation the project of establishing the "odious insti- 
tution," and expressing their views upon it. Ac- 
cordingly the mayor of the city summoned a meet- 
ing to be held on the 8th of September. There was 
great excitement. Mr. Jocelyn calmly stated the 
fjujts and corrected Rome of the many nuHropresen- 
tations. liut very few of those supix)scd to be 
favorable to the enteii>rise, came forward in this 
exigency to sustain it. Mr. Tappan was in New 
York, and of course not present at the meeting. 
The opposers of the measure rjJlied in strong force 
and were vociferous in opposition. Several of them 
belonged to the legal profession, and by their in- 
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flammatory speoches, added gi'oatlj to the excite- 
ment. 

But there were a few who did not quail before 
the storm. One of these noble spirits was a native of 
Virginia,* who had been educated at New Haven, and 
lifted up his voice in favor of giving colored youth 
a chance to acquire an education in the "land of 
steady habits," and with great manliness, as a lover 
of univei*sal education, avowed his belief in the 
brotherhood of man nccording to the Scriptures. A 
distinguished la^vyer,t a native of the city, came to 
his support, and the support of Mr. Jocclyn, and 
in a speech of much force dofondod the right of the 
friends of the people of cohn* to establish a school 
for their benefit wherever they chose; reimdiated 
the notion that such a school would be injurious 
to the city or the college; and lamented the ex- 
citement and the opposition to what he deemed a 
praiseworthy undertaking. Uut it wius all in vain ! 
The following resolution was submitted for adop- 
tion, and was passed by nearly a unanimous vote : 

Resolved, by tho Miiyor, Aldcrmon, Common Coiinci], 
and freemen of tbo city of New Haven, in city meeting as- 
sembled, tbat wo will resiiU tbo cstablisbmcnt of tbo proposed 
college in tins place, by every Liwfnl means. 

•In view of the imexpected hostility to the meas- 
ure, Mr. Tappan and its other friends abandoned 

o Mr. Jauics Donagho, now a resident of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

f llooER S. Baldwin, Esq., afterwards the defender of tbo 
"Amistad Africans," Governor of Connecticut, and Senator in 
Congress, who, from conviction and hereditary proclivities, was ever 
the friend and advocate of tho colored man. 
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it Tbcy published iu the Neta Ilaven Journal a 
full account of the proceedings, with a remoustrance 
ngaiust the action of the city meeting, the dishon- 
orable caste and pio-slaveiy 8ubsci*viency mani- 
fe8t<Hl by the le.'Mlci*8 of the opposition; and on 
appeal to the Christian and honorable feeling that 
should exist in the community. Tliey had the sat- 
isfaction to know that the appeal met the approba- 
tion of not a few in Net^ Haven, and in other parts 
of the country. Many pei'sons attributed the oppo- 
sition of the people of New Haven to the education 
of the pcoi^o of color, to the prevalence of coloniza- 
tion sentiments. It was thought to be against the 
policy of colonizationists to favor their elevation in 
this couutiy. It was the opinion of Judge Jay, 
that " the colonization party in New Haven could 
have i)r(WonUul this high-handed ojipression, but 
their inihienco was exerted not for, but (ujaiust the 
improvement and elevation of their colored breth- 
ren."* However this may be, the prevalence of 
caste has been veiy great, and exists at the present , 
day, when happily slavery is abolished. 

An improved state of feeling, however, com- 
menced soon after the action of the "Common Coun- 
cil and freemen of the city of New Haven." A dis- 
tinguished professor in Yale College, within a year 
or two, publicly expressed sentiments in favor of the 
elevation of the colored people, and we have reason 
t-o believe uttered the sentiments of others in the 

o Seo ** Miscelloueous Writings on Slavery," by William Jay, p. 
52. 
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faculty of the college and in the city. He said : "It 
is deliglitfol to see so many of our colored people 
living in neat and comfortable dwellings furnished 
in decent taste, and sufficient fulness : thus indica- 
ting sobriety, industry, and self-respect — to see their 
children in clean attire, hastening of a Sabbath 
morning to the Simday-school ; and other days, 
with cheerful intelligent faces, seeking the common 
school."* At a subsequent period, when the "Ami- 
stad Africans " were incarcerated in the New Haven 
jail, many of the inhabitants, including officers of 
Tale College, did all in their power for the protoc- 

• tiou and education of the hapless strangers. 

The triumph of prejudice and unchristian feeling 
toward the people of color at New Haven, had, as 
might have been expected, an unhappy influence 
in other parts of the state. Miss Prudence Cran- 
dall, a member of the Baptist church, had a female 
boarding-school at Canterburj% Conn. A pious col- 
ored young woman applied to her for admission, 

' stating that she wanted to get a little more loani- 
ing — enough, if possible, to teach colored chil- 
dren. Miss Crandall received her. The parents of 
the white pupils were displeased, and insisted that 
the colored pupil should be dismissed. But the in- 
habitants of Cantorbui'y miulo the greatest o])po8i- 
tion. They were led on by a few distinguished in- 
dividuals in the place, among whom was a promi- 
nent lawyer, who then and afterwards attained to 

o See remarks of Professor Silliman, Senior, in ** African Re- 
pository" of 1832, p. 184. 
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an unenviable notoriety.'*' Miss Craudall pondered 
the subject, reflecting with pain upon the disabili- 
ties to which colored youth throughout the country 
wcro subjected, and, with a disintcrestiHlncss and 
hcroisin that entitle her to iU)iYei*sal conjuienda- 
tion, determined not to accede to the demand. But 
finding that the feeling was veiy strong against the 
admission of colored persons into schools of white 
pci'Rons, she resolved to open a school exclusively for 
colored girls. She made the anuouuceuient. This 
notice, iuKlead of allaying, increased the commotion 
in the Canterbury community. 

Among those who took pai*t in befriending Miss 
Crandall was Rev. Samuel J. May, son of Col. May, 
already mentioned as the gentleman with whom Mr. 
Tappan boarded in Boston during his clerkship, (the 
worthy son of such a father,) who resided in a neigh- 
boring town. The friendship manifested by Mr. 
May came to the knoAvledge of Mr. Tappan, who 
was in no wise disheartened by the recent discom- 
fiture at New Haven. On the contrary it inspired 
him with new zeal on behalf of the much wronged 
people for whose improvement he felt so gi'eat a 
solicitude. He wrote to Mr. May to encourage and 
aid him. Mr. May's naiTative is so full and inter- 

® Aiulnnv T. .TiulRon, Esq., in the pcrsou allndod to. llo nmn- 
ifcstcd fill exceedingly wrong Rpirit at the time and afterwards ; 
bnt 08 a judge of the United States district court Rubscqucntly, 
although not evincing much legal acumen or judicial ability, he 
oresidcd during the trial of the " Amistad Africans "in a way to 
secure the respect of their friends, while he disappointed the 
expectations of his i)ohtical partisans at the seat of govcrumehfc 
and olscwhcro. 

7« 
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csting with respect to the part Mr. Tappnn took in 
the matter, that it is insei-ted at length, and is hon- 
orable not onlj' to Mr. Tapj)au but to the benevo- 
lent narrator: 

A TUIBUTE TO TUE MEMOUY OF AllTHUtt TAPPAN. o 

BT BEY. SAMUEL J. HAT. 

BYiiACtrAK, July 2r», IRCiT). 

Tlio tidings of Mr! Tiippnii's dcAili, jnat iXHioivod, Imvo 
set my boHoiu aglow with the feelings of respect and grati- 
tude to liim that have long been oherished there. I have 
known that most excellent man from my childhood; and 
most of my memories of his good deeds are the same that all 
mnat have who have been acquainted with his largo and wise 
bcneficonco for the lost fifty yeara and more. But tliero is 
one of his philanthropic acts that would luivo Inion known 
to none on earth oxtiopling him and myHeU, uuIdhh I had 
sometimes privately told of it And now Uiat he has gone 
from us, it is due to his unostentatious charity that this act 
should be recorded upon the public memory. 

Many of your readers may have heard of the Canierbttty 
acluxd/or coUn'ed girls ; but none of tliem probably know how 
n\uch Jilr. Tapjian did to uphold that truly Christian ontor- 
in'ise, and defend it against the midignant assaults of its ene- 
mies. I wish I had an opportunity to tell you, and all who 
love fidelity to i)nneii)le, how naturally, how providentially 
Miss Prudence Craudoll was led, in the spiing of 18^, to 
open her boarding-school to the daughters of colored people, 
as well na others ; how cnielly she was iHsrstH^uted, and 
shamefully tiiuluccul ; how patiently she bore her trials ; how 
courageously she peraibted in her endeavor to maintain the 
position she knew it was her duty to take ; and how fully 
she was justified by the decision of the highest tnbunal of 
the state of Connecticut. But the story is too long to be 
recited here. I have t:iken my pen only to toll you what Mr. 
Arthur Tapi)an did to strengthen the hands and encoui*age 
the heaH of that noble woman. 

o From the New Yoi'k Imlcpendcni. 
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Of conrnr, ivi I lived in an ivljoininp^ town, and thoro wiui 
not a man in Canterbury who would lift a finger in her de- 
fence, I conld not refuse to proffer Miss Crandall such assist- 
ance as I might be able to give. She made me her attorney ; 
and I went to a town meeting to spcuik in her behalf, and to 
suggest such a course as I thought should have been satis- 
factory to her neighbors, without involving any saorifioe of 
principle on her part But they would not hear me. They 
sliut their ears, and rushed upon me with threats of personal 
violence. 

There being no law of the state against which she had 
offend(Ml, her perseoutorR, by their personal and political 
influence and intrigue, succeeding in persuading the legisla- 
ture of Connecticut, then in session, to pass an act making 
it a penal offence, puniKhablo by fine and imi)risonment, for 
any one in that state keeping a school to take as his or her 
pupils the children of colored people of other states. 

Knowing this law to be unconstitutional as well as im- 
moral, I advised Miss Crandall to disregard it She did so, 
was arrestefl, examined before a justice of the peace, bound 
over for trial, and ronnuitU'd to jail. ThuH T found myself, 
iiH hor lulvisiM* and aMoni<*y, involvrd in a legal eoiiHiet wiUi 
the town of Caiitc^rbnry that proniised to be a pn>tractcd one, 
and would probably bo very exponwive. But alreiuly the 
affair was noised abroad, and had become the subject of 
much new8i)aper comment ; and I had received letters from 
several of my anti-slavery friends, assuring me of tlieir sym- 
pathy, and encouraging me to maintain the ground I had 
taken. 

Better than all, a letter had come to me from Mr. Arthur 
Tappan, whom I had not then seen for ten yeai's, and from 
whom I was widely separated by our theological differences — 
a letter in which he expressed his joy that I had espoused 
Miss Crandall's cause ; his clear perception of the importance 
of the principles involved in her case ; his earnest hope that 
I Khonld not bo dismayed by the multitude or the strength of 
those who had risen, or might rise, up against me ; and add- 
ed, "But I am aware, sir, that you can ill afford to bear the 
expenses of the contest you have dared. In this respect I 
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am happily able to help you, and shall consider it a dnty and 
a privilege so to do. I >vish yon to consider me yonr banker, 
assured that I will honor promptly yoiu* draifts. Koex) your 
accounts carefully, and let me know whenever you need any 
money. Spare no necessary expense ; employ the best legal 
counsel ; and let this great question be fully tried, not doubt- 
ing that, under the good, providence of a righteous Qod, 
the true and the right will ultimately prevail." 

Thus 8UX)portod by one of the wealthiest as well as one of 
the best men in the laud, I assure you I felt equal to what I 
had undertaken. But I soon found I had not duly estimated 
the strength, the artifice, or the malignity of my opposers. 
The Democrats were bitterly hostile, and the Whigs did not 
venture to show me any favor. The newapapera of the 
county, and of tho luljohiing ctounticH, UunutMl with \ho gro^is- 
(mt niiKi*opr(*Hont4itiouH, and the vilest iusituiatioiis aguiiiKt 
MiHA (/iiindull, hor ))upilM, and hor )>atronH; but, for tho 
nioHt part, ponnniitorily rufusud us any ruuni iu tlioir col- 
umns to explain our iirinciples and puiix>ses, or to refute 
the slanders they wore circulating. Thus excluded from the 
audience of the public, I found myself becoming an object 
of general distrust, and perceived that I was losing my hold 
upon the confidence of the few who had ventured to give mo 
any sui^port. I kopt l^Ir. Tappan duly infornuHl of o.yory 
thing that occurred having any inqM)rt4Uit bearing upon tho 
controvei'Hy in which ho wius my Ktrong tower. I'lsiMunally 
did I set before him my bad predicament — the disadvantage 
at which I was contending for the right — inasmuch as my 
adversaries wielded several newspaper presses incessantly 
against Miss CrandaH's school, and the others would not 
venture to defend it. I lulded in one of my Icttera, ''Oh, 
that I could leave my post long enough to come and spend 
one hour wilh you, that T might get tho lulvico from you 
which I so much need." 

On the morning of tho third or fourth day afterward, as 
Boon as it wius practicable for him to come, the door of my 
study was opened quietly, and in walked Mr. Tappan. He 
hod left all his then immense business in New York, and 
hastened to me, that ho might the better judge, after a per- 
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Bonal survey of the field, what ought to be doue. I never 
grasped a Unman hnud with more joy and gratitude. He sot 
in conversation with mo a couple of hours, oiul possessed 
himself of all the information I could give him in tlie prem- 
ises. Ho thru roilo to Cantcrbuiy, six mih^s from my house 
in Brookl^'u, that ho might see Miss Crandidl ; satisfy him- 
self that she was all that I had represented her to be ; and 
give her renewed assurances that, as far as his sympathy, per- 
sonal influence, and wealth (which then was very great) could 
aid her, she should not want help and protection. In about 
three hours he returned to my study, very much gratified by 
what ho hail soon of the Cantorbury sctluMil, and its devoted 
tcachor. lie hml also leanied still more than 1 luul been 
abU) t4) tell him of the iKU'seeutions and annoyances to which 
that excellent young lady was continually subjected. 

After a few minutes, he said to me, in liis quiet, subdued 
manner : "I beheve I now fully understand ' the bad predic- 
ament * of which you wrote to me in your last. It is even 
worse than I supposed. You must start a newspaper as soon 
as ]>ofl8ible, that you may disabuKO the public mind of the 
misi'epr(»Ki*nlntioiiH and falsehoods with wliieli it liiis been 
filled. Scatter the numbers of your paper broadcast over 
the community. Get all the subsciiboi-s you can, and I will 
pay all the expenses you may incur more than the income 
you receive from subscribers and advertising patrons." 

I was elated at the prospect thus opened to me of a speedy 
delivemnce. I informed him that fortunately there was then 
in town a i)ress with types and other necessaries that had 
been, a few days before, abandoned by the proprietors of an 
unsuccessful newspaper. ** Wo must have it," was his prompt 
but calm reply. "Let us go immediately and secure it" 
Forthwith we started, walked to the village, found the per- 
son who hiul the dispos:d of the abandoned printing oflice, 
and engaged it for a year. The next week a new paper 
called IVifi Unionist appeared, under the very able editor- 
ship of INIr. ('hiules C JhulcMgli. It was eonduoUul with so 
mucli spirit and i)(>wer by him, and afterwards by his broth- 
er, l\Ir. William II. Ibuleigh, that it rendered us essential 
jcrvice, and helped, no doubt, to make Windham county the 
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most nuti-Bl(^erj county of tlio Rtnto of Gonnocticiit. Fonr 
or five difforeut trials were lind of tlie case, which her i)crse- 
on tors ottempteil to moke against Miss Oiundall, for tho 
crime of keeping a boarding school for colored girls. The 
first come off before a justice of the peace in Canterbury, in 
May, 1833, and resulted in her committal to the jail in Brook- 
lyn. The last she liod before the ** supreme court of oiTors " 
of the state of Connecticut, at Brooldyn, in the mouth of 
July, 1834, and resulteil in her favor. The Hon. William 
W. Ellsworth, of Hartford, and the Hon. Calvin Qoddard, of 
Norwich, were her counsel.* They exerted themselves gen- 
erously in her behalf, and refused to receive any thing more 
than the retaining fee, of $50 each, which I sent them in the 
beginning. Nevertheless, tlie other expenses, the fees of 
minor lawyora, tho cosbi of court, etc., a<ldo<l to tho oxiMnisos 
incidontid to tho OMtalilishmont of T/ie UnitmiiU, amounted in 
all to over six hundiHHl dollars, which l^fr. Tuppan promptly 
paid. This is but one of tho almost cuuntliiSM acts of guiior- 
osity which illustrated all the prosperous portion of hid life. 
It was not by any means the greatest. But you will not 
wonder that I remember it with especial thankfulness ; nor 
refuse a place in your columns, that I may record it to be 
remembered and admii^d by the thousands of your readers. 

Mr. Tappan undisconraged by opposition, de- 
voted liis time to other effoi*ts for the improvement 
of tho colored people. He was one of tho orig- 
inators of the "Phoenix Society," in New York, 
formed in 1833, and composed of young people, 
chiefly colored young men. The president of the 
society was Rev. Christopher Bush, afterwards 
Inshoj) in the Zion connection of colored Methodists, 
a most cstiuiablo man. Rev. Samuel E. Cornish was 
the agent of the society, his salary being paid by 
Mr. Tappan, who was treasurer, and bore a large 
part of the expenses of the library, hall, etc. He 

* Ilcniy Strong, Esq., was also associated with tliuin. 
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was a frequent visitor to tlio library and teaehors' 
rooniK. It was a high gratificatiom to him to assist 
tlu) young nion in their buulable cfTorts to acquire 
echieation, an<l [ucpare theniRelves for UK(;fulnes8 m 
the coniniunity. There was a board of directoi*s 
composed of both white and colored persons. 

The object of the society was to promote the 
improvement of the colored people in morals, litera- 
ture, and the mechanic arts. In a circular of the 
ofliccrs it avjIh Klutod that " the society is made np of 
no particular sect or party. It is designed to be the 
goal of the entire colored population, and of their 
friends, in New York city;" and it was also stated: 
''It is obvious that no foundation of society can be 
strong without more virtue, and that the arts which 
are essential to universal industry, are to be promo- 
Uh] as tho utrahH of w<^a1th and doiiK^nlic comfort. 
A spirit of intprovemont is now moving the colored 
p(u)plo in various phiccs to secure for tlicmselves 
and their children advantages which they have here- 
tofore but partially enjoyed." 

There were to be "ward societies" in the city, 
and the aims were so laudable, and were set forth 
in terms so interesting, that they could not but claim 
respect. 

This socioij will aim to nccoinplisk the following ob- 
jects : To visit every family in tlio ward,, and mako a rogistor 
of cvoi-y colored jicrson in it — their name, sex, ago, occnpti- 
lion, if th(^y read, write, and cipher — to invito them, old and 
yonnf^, and of both sexes, to become members of this society, 
and t^) mak«^ qnarUn-ly paj-ments muiording to their ability — 
to get the children ont to infant, Sabbath, and week scIiooIb, 
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find induce the adults also to attend school and church on the 
Sabbath — to encourage the women to form Dorcas societies 
to help to clothe poor children of color if they Avill attend 
school, the clothes to be loaned, and to be taken away from 
them if they neglect their schools ; and to impress on their 
parents tlie importance of having the children i)unctnal and 
regular in their attendance at school — to cstiblish montid 
feasts, and also lyccums for speaking and for lectures on the 
sciences, and to fonu moml scMUctios — to seek out young men 
of talents, and good mond character, that Uiey miiy be assist- 
ed to obtain a liberal education — to report to tlie board all 
mechanics who are skilful and capable of conducting their 
trades — to procure places at trades and with respectable 
formera for lads of good moi'al character — giving a prefer- 
ence to tlu>Ho wlu) have loimuul to read, writ4), und (tiphor — 
and in every way to endeavor to promote the luippiuess of 
the ])eople of eohn*, by eneouruging tlu^ni t4) ini]M'ovo their 
mincU, and to abstain from every vicious and demomlizing 
practice. 

The "mental feasts" alluded to were suggested 
at New Haven, by Mr. Jocelyn, who says : 

Not long after tlie utility of the "African Improvement 
Society" was proved, it became evident that not only litei*a- 
ry, but moral and religious culture among the colored people 
wius important, and I suggested in the early numbei's of the 
Libei'uior, organizations to be called Mental Feasts. They 
were introduced in Boston and Philadelphia. Mr. Tappan 
was interested in them. These meetings were rather sociid, 
but comi>ositions, essays, poptry, etc., were read by the 
authors, (young women as well as young men attending,) and 
to])ic>f of inter(\st wore discuased in a familiar way. The 
refroshmenU wore very simple — a cmcker and a glass of 
water — thus avoiding costly preparations of refreshment, 
which are adverse to mental improvement. 

Mr. Tappan and myself attended one of these meetings in 
Phihulelphia and took much pleasure in it. He was ever not 
only for the emancipation of the slaves,, but for the time ele- 
vation of the free peox)le of color. He hod no caste feeling. 
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and the colored peoplo wherever he went felt that he was 
bent on their highest good. It was natural that these atten- 
tions to the moral and intellectual wants of the colored peo- 
plo should have suggested the idea of a high school, or col- 
l(*g(% partic.uhu'ly as colored youth were excluded from thorn 
throughout tlio counti^." 

In Philadelphia, at that time, Mr. Tappan be- 
came acquainted with some of the principal colored 
people of that city, Messrs. Forten, Gardner, Glou- 
cester, Casscy, etc., men of mark, not only among 
their oAvu people, but who were oulitlcd to and would 
have obtained distinction in any society of white 
X)oi*sons that appreciated moral worth, and intellect- 
ual abiUty. Two of them were ministers of the gos^ 
pel and deserved to bo ranked with the most pious 
and useful pastors of the day. 

Mr. Forten was a sailmaker. He employed a 
lar^o number of hands, white and colored, and was 
considered among the most eminent in his calling at 
that day. It was said by the secretary of the navy, 
" Mr. Forten can undertake to rig a seventy-four- 
gun ship, and not call for any money until the job is 
done." 

It will be thus seen that Mr. Tappan took every 
opportunity in his power, to acquaint himself with 
the condition and needs of the colored people, both 
cultivated and unlettered, and to afford them all the 
sympathy and aid in his power. He derived a sweet 
satisfaction in this work of philanthropy, and felt 
that it did him good while ho was benefiting them. 
In Mr. Jocolyn ho realized that he had a wise ad- 
viser, and a truo-heoitod helper. 
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Tlio Phcenix Socioty rented, at first, rooms at the 
comer of Canal and Mercer streets, where they were 
favored with a course of lectures by several clergy- 
men of the city, on moral, scientific, and historical 
subjects. Afterwards a hall was hired on West 
Broadway, which thenceforth was named Phoenix 
Hall. It became somewhat noted in anti-slavery 
annals. Hero the convention of the dolcgatos of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society was held. They 
were of the apostolic number of seventy, and after 
lecturing in different parts of the free states, they 
met in Now York for consultation and plans of 
enlarged influence. Hero also a flourishing evening 
school for adult colored persona was OKtabliKhod, 
the teachera being both white and colored. 

The Phoenix Society established a high school 
for colored youth, which was continued two years 
or more. 
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X. 

In Apiil, 1830, it came to tho knowlodge of Mr. 
Tapiian tliat Wiujam Lloyd Garrison had been 
convictocl of a libel, at Baltimore, for publishing, 
with comments, the fact that a vessel owned by 
Francis Todd, of Newbnryport, Mass., had taken 
Hhivoa "as freight" to New Orleans; and that ho 
was, under the sentence of the court, lying in jail, 
for lack of means to pay the fine and costs. Mr. 
Ganison was personally unknown to Mr. Tappan, 
but he was an innocent man, suffering in a right- 
eous cause. That was sufficient to arouse the sym- 
l>alhy of Mr. 'rjip]>an, and induce him t-o send 
relief. Ho silently paid the fine and costs, and Mr. 
Garrison, on his way to Boston, called on his deliv- 
erer to express his thanks for the unexpected favor 
bestowed upon him.* 

His appearance and deportment, at that time, 
were not likely to be forgotten. His manly form, 
buoyant spirit, and countenance beaming with con- 
scious rectitude, attracted the attention of all who 
witnessed his introduction to Mr. Tappan. 

o "After seveu weckn of close confiuemcut, Mr. Gnrrison was 
libemied by the noblo, discrimidating generosity of the late 
Arthur Tnppnn, then in the height of his affluence, who, so long 
fvs ho luul wi'jiUh, felt tlmt ho wjir nn almoner of God*8 bounty, 
and gave his money gladly, in many ways, to tho relief of suffer- 
ing humanity." Heo "Some BecoUoctions of our Anti-slayery 
Ckjullict," by Samuel J. May, page 17. 
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After this interesting intomew, Mr. Garrison 
proceeded to Boston, and in a short time com- 
menced the publication of a weekly paper, 21te 
Liberator. His object was to expose the conspiracy 
of the slayocracy against human rights, and the 
cruel delusive character of the American Coloniza- 
tion Socioty. 

The ])apor had in Mr. Tappan a wann-hoartcd 
and liberal supporter. He subscribed for a large 
number of copies, to be directed to different indi- 
viduals, in hopes that it would enlist them in the 
cause of freedom. It had this effect; and several 
of the early and devoted fiiends of emancipation 
traced their first impressions of the guilt of slave- 
holding, and the heinousness of the expatriation 
scheme, to the paper sent to them from some un- 
known friend of the colored man. 

Henceforth the condition of the slaves, as well 
as the condition of the free people of color became 
loadhig objects with him, occupying his thoughts, 
his rciuling, his conversation, his correspondence, 
his benefactions, and his prayei*s. He witnessed, 
with great satisfaction, the influence produced on 
the minds of the true friends of the people of color, 
bond and free, and he had not the shadow of a 
doubt of the fulfilment of the declaration: ''He that 
gooth forth and woopoth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, biinging 
his sheaves with him." 

In a year from the commencement of the Liber- 
ator, viz., January 1, 1832, was formed The Neto 
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Engl/xiid Anti-Slavei'y Soctdy, at Boston, and the 
fact was welcomed by Mr. Tappan and the little 
band of abolitionists with joy and thankfulness. 
Moantimo the Lilfcralor was increasuig in influence. 
With a view to diffuse more extensively anti-slavery 
principles and to correct the effects of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, the Emancipator was estabUshed in the 
city of New York, March, 1833, under the editor- 
ship of Charles W. Denison. Mr. Tappan aided 
tliis undoitaking. 

During this year a pamphlet was pubUshed at 
Haverhill, Mass., entitled "Justice and Expediency; 
or, Slavery considered with a View to its Eightful 
and Effectual Eemedy, Abouiion," by John G. 
Whittier. The esteemed author, who has done so 
much and so ably, in song and prose, for many 
ydJiiK for the cause of equal rigliln, printed only five 
hundred copies. He sent one to Arthur Tappan 
who wrote to the author an encouraging letter, and 
had five thousand coi)ics printed at his own expense. 
It was for Joaning a copy of this pamphlet to a 
physician in Washington that Dr. Crandall was im- 
prisoned, luitil his health was entirely destroyed, in 
the old city prison at Washington, 
. William Goodell, in his volume, entitled "Sla- 
very and Anti-Slaveiy," says: "In 1835, Dr. Beuben 
Crandall, from the state of New York, was arrested, 
imprisoned, and tried for his life, in. Washington 
City, for having loaned to a white citizen, at his 
own Request, a pamphlet against slavery." 

The facts, roivsoning and appeal of this early 
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discussion of the principles of slavery and coloniza- 
tion by Mr. Wliittier, arrested the attention and 
increased the sympathies of Mr. Tappan. With his 
characteristic sagacity and generosity, he desired 
to send it broadcast over ilio laud. In ro])ly to tliu 
question, "Why I seek to agitato tho subject of 
slavery?" tho aullior said : 

"Let the truth on this subject — undisguised, 
naked, terrible as it is, stand out before us. Let us 
no longer seek to cover it ; let us no longer strive to 
forget it; let us no more dare to palliate it. It is 
better to meet it hero with rcpcntunco than at the 
bar of God. The ci-y of the oppressed — of the mill- 
ions who have peiished among us as tho bnito per- 
isheth, shut out from tlie glad tidings of salvation, 
has gone there before us, to Him who as a father 
pitieth all his children. Their blood is upon us as 
a nation ; woe unto us if we repent not as a nation 
in dust and ashes. Woe unto us if we say in our 
hearts, * The Lord shall not see, neither shall the 
God of Jacob regard it. He that planted tho ear, 
shall he not hear ? He that formed the eye, shall 
he not see ?* " 

The concluding paragraph of this eloquent pub- 
lication is as follows : 

"And when tho stain (m our own oHcutcheon 
shall be seen no more ; when tlie Declaration of our 
Independence and the practice of our people shall 
agree; whenTnith shall be exalted among us; when 
Love shall take the place of Wrong ; when all the 
baneful pride and prejudice of caste and color slnill 
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fall for ever ; -when under one common sun of polit- 
ical Liberty the slavelioldiug portions of our Bepub- 
lic shall no longer sit, Uke the Egyptians of old, 
thcnisolves mantled in thick darkness, wliilo all 
around them is glowing with the blessed Ught of 
freedom and equality — then, and not till then, shall 

it GO WELL FOR AmEIUCA !"* 

Public attention in the city of New York hod 
recently been drawn to the slavoiy question by a 
discussion between 11. S. Fhiley and Simeon S. 
Jocelyn at Clinton Hall, on the comparative merits 
of colonization and immediate emancipation. This 
discussion resulted in the adhesion of several per- 
sons, who were subsequently numbered among the 
supportera of the anti-slavery cause in the city. 
They were convinced by the arginncnts, facts, and 
fervent appeals of Mr. Jocelyn, that the Bible and 
the claims of humanity required them to abjure the 
colonization scheme, aiid to advocate the recogni- 

* 3d, 6th mo., 1870. 

Mt Deab Friend Lkwis Tappan : My pamphlet on Slnvery, 
'* Jastice and Expediency," was printed in the early sammer of 
1833. I only printed five hundred copies. I sent one to thy 
brother, and Koon received from him n very kind letter. He had 
live IhoiiKtind copif'K jirinted iit his rxpenKO. 

In the very eiirly days of the nnli-slavery cnuso, thy brother's 
Hyinputhy mid libtM*ality wore Mio iiiiiin doiH'udcnco of the zculoiis 
but poor young men who cnga<;cd in it Wo all remember him 
with gi'atitude. When Garrison was imprisoned, I ai)pealed to 
Henry Clay to use his influence with his Baltimore friends in his 
behalf, and he wrote me that he intended to have assisted him 
through Nilcs of the Uegistcr, but had been "anticipated by^^Tr. 
Tappan." 

Always and truly thy friend, ' 

JUUN 0. WlUlTUfiR. 
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tion of tbeir colored brethren, in tlie land of tlicii* 
birth, to all the privileges of citizens and Christians; 
in other words, that as "God hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath detcriuhiod the times before a])- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation," ho 
roquiroH that the rights of the " AnioricunH called 
Afiicans"'" as equal before the law as well as equal 
before the gospel, should be recognized here in the 
land of their nativity, rather than in Africa. 

The New Yai'k Evangelist , conducted for a time 
by Bov. Samuel Griswold, and aftcnvards by Ilov. 
Joshua Leavitt, entered into the discussion, and 
espoused the cause with ability and fearlessness. 
The Oenius of Temperanc€y edited by William Good- 
ell, was already committed to the cause. Mr. Tap- 
pan felt a deep interest in these publications. ** By 
co5peration between the Messrs. Tappan and a few 
others, very large issues of anti-slavery tracts were 
circulated monthly during the gieater pai-t of this 
year, and sent by mail to clergymen of all denomi- 
nations, and other prominent men throughout the 
country. A great amoimt of important information 

was thus diffused."t 

The abolitionists of the city had made such 
progiess in the diffusion of their- sentiments, that 
they were encouraged in the belief that the time 
had come to form a society, and thus combine and 

Q The expressive words of Mrs. Child in her "Appeal," pub- 
lished iu 18U3, a work of great merit, aud one that exerted a pow- 
Irfiil iuflucuco. 

t See *• Slavery aud Anti-Sluvcry," by Wui. Qoodell. 
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extend iheir influence. Accordingly^ a oall was 
made for a meeting of the friends of immediate 
emancipation, to be lield at Clinton Hall, on the 2d 
day of October, 1833. The notice was published in 
the papers of the day, and by showbills put up in 
the streets and on pubUc buildings. 

Very soon a counter-notice was published in a 
similar manner, signed by many southbons, inyiting 

• 

a meeting at the same time and place. The object 
was evidently to oubiumbor the friends of freedom 
at their own lueotiiig, and crush ui tlio shell the 
anti-slavery ontorpiiHo. The propriotoi-s of Clinton 
Hall, alarmed at the demonstrations made, under- 
took to annul their agreement. AppUcation was 
then made to the lessees of Clinton Hotel, near by, 
but in vain. The " Southrons," encouraged by their 
Northern sympathizci-s, seemed to triumph. 

But when every hall appeared to be closed 
against the abolitionists, it occuiTcd to one of them, 
who was a trustee of Chatham-street Chapel, that 
the lecture-room of that building afforded sufficient 
accommodations for the meeting. Verbal notice 
was accordingly given at a late hour of the day, 
and as many as could be convened on the emer- 
gency, fifty or more in number, assembled at the 
appointed hour. 

Their opposers, finding Clinton Hall shut against 
them also, adjourned to Tammany Hall, in large 
numbers, filling the building and the street oppo- 
site. The meeting was duly organized. General 
Bogardus, United Slates mai^shal, in the chair. 

8 




170 ABTHUR TAPPAN. 

Besoluiions of a denunciatory character were adopt- 
ed, and inflammatory speeches made by prominent 
citizens. The proceedings were published in the 
city papers, along with gratulations for the " security 
of the Union !"* Before separating, they learned 
where the abolitionists were assembled, and ad- 
journed the meeting to Chatham-street Cliapol by 
acclamation and shouts of, " Let us rout them !" 
Anived at the place, the numbers swelled to two 
thousand or more. Tliey foimd their steps arrested 
by the closed iron gates at the entrance of the pas- 
sage leading to the chapel, the keys of which were 
m the hands of the tnistee previously alluded to. 
Being thus kept at bay, the mob mmlo fniitless 
eflbrts to gain admittance, meantime shouting, "Ten 
thousand dollars for Arthur Tappanl" Several abo- 
litionists were called by name, and loud threats were 
uttered. 

Within the building the abolitionists were hold- 
ing their meeting with an order and solemnity beiit- 
ting the occtision. It was commenced with prayer 
for Divine protection and guidance. Brcsolutions 
were adopted that it is expedient to form an anti- 
slavciy society, and thnt committees be apj^ointed 
to report a constitution and board of officei-s. On 
the reports of committees being received, they were, 
after some amendments, severally adopted. A com- 
mittee was then appointed to prepare for publica- 

• See a valuable work entitled " Slavery and Anti-Slavei-y," by 
William Goodell, who was early associated with Mr. Tappan in 
the temperance and anti-slavery cause, and whose \vritings have 
beou highly prized by thousands of philanthropists and jKitriots. 
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tion the proceedings, odcI hnye them inserted in the 
morning papers of the ensuing day. The meeting 
was then adjourned, sine die. 

The keys of the iron gates were now handed to 
the janitor, with instructions to unlock them, and 
let the clamorous multitude in while the abolition- 
isls wore withdi'awiiig. Mr. Tappan and a fow oth- 
ei*s went to a private door, in the rear of the build- 
ing, but finding it fastened, they withdrew by an- 
other passage a few moments before the infuriated 
crowd had burst into the room where they had held 
the meeting. The mob, seeing that the persons 
against whom they meditated mischief had escaped,'*' 
amused themselves by organizing a mock meeting, 
for(^ing a ncgi'o man to take the chair, whom they 
addressed as Arthur Tappan, and requiring him to 
mako a h]hhh'1i. The man mado Koino hositalion, 
but his* audience would take no denial. Summon- 
ing, thercrore, all his coiuagc, ho addressed them 
after this sort, as it was reported : 

" I am called upon to make a speech ! Yon 
doubtless know that I am a poor, ignorant man, 
not accustomed to make speeches. But I have 
heard of the Declaialiou of ludepondonco, and have' 
read the Bible. The Declaiation says all men are 
created ctpial, and the Bible says God has made us 

o It was afterwards made known that one of the mob punnied 
Mr. Tappnn and bin friends tbrongb tbe nnligbted main ball of 
the chn|>ol, with a ligbt and a di*awn dagger. The janitor of tbe 
cliiipel, who bml taken a deep interest in tbe proceedings, saw tbe 
villuin ns be followed tbe little baud, blew out tbe ligbt, and took 
tcfugu in ono of tbo slips. 
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all of one blood. I think, therefore, we are entitled 
to good treatment, tliat it is wrong to hold men in 
slavery, and that — " They would hear him no fur- 
ther, but with yells and curses broke up their meet- 
ing and dispersed. 

Tlie committee appointed to prepare for publi- 
cation the proceedings of the anii-shwery incoting, 
proceeded forthwith to execute the trust. They sat 
up to a lat«>hour, and then went to the editorial 
rooms of the daily press. At the office of the c/cnir- 
nal of Commerce^ Mr. Hallock, the editor, informed 
them that an article was already in typo, the pur- 
port of which was that the meeting of the aboHtion- 
ists had been intonniptcd, and the poi-sons attend- 
ing it dispersed, without accompUshing their object. 
On being made acquainted with the actual facts, 
he, fi'om a sense of justice, substituted the official 
account of the proceedings for the fictitious state- 
ment that had been imposed upon him. 

At the office of tlie CouHcr ami Enqnircn^ the 
conniiittoo loaniod that tlie editor, James Watson 
Welib, after Avriting and giving out his editorial, 
had gone to his home. The next morning, the pub- 
lic manifested much merriment at the appearance 
of the Courier and Enqtiirei', The loader of the edi- 
tor was couched in language evincing a high degree 
of exultation at the supposed defeat of the aboU- 
tionists in their attempt to organize an association 
to oppose slavery, and reaffirm the doctrines of their 
revolutionary forefathers. But when, in the same 
l»apcr, was scon the official Htat(»niont of the success- 
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• fill efibrts of the abolitionists in forming the New 
York City Anti-Slavery Society, in juxtaposition, as 
it were, with the anticipated triumph of their oppo- 
nents, the "broad grins" of the defeated party min- 
gled with the serene .salisfaclion expressed by thoso 
on the opposite side of the question. 

The headuig and leader were as follows : 



Mm> %9fflh< 
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GUEAT PUBLIC MEETING. 

THE AGITATORS DEFEATED! 

THE CONSTITUTION TRIUMPHANT! 

Some iliousniHlH ns.somblcd'iu tlio vicinity of Clinton Hall 
to mark tlu»ir ilctosbition of any attempt to or^^nnizo a socioty 
in ih'iH city fniii^iit with danger to the Union, and baHod 
upon an open violation of the Constitution of tlio Unit(*d 
Staitca Infornmtion was there given, however, that the tniR- 
tecs of the Hall, with the single exception of Abthub Tap- 
pan, had prohibited any such meeting ; in consequence, 
those who had assembled quietly to vote down these disor- 
ganizing fanatics, organized and adjourned to Tammany 
Hall. Not less than live thousand persons were present. 

Wo rejoice that this opportunity has been presented to 
the inhabitants of our city to convince their Soutlicrn breth- 
ren of their determination not to countejiance, in any mamier, 
the interference of Tappan, Qabrison, k Co. with their slavo 

property. 

PER CONTRA. 

In tlie same paper, bought in as an advertise- 
ment at a late hour in the night, when the editor 
was probably asleep, was the offieial aecount of the 
proceedings at Chatham-street Chapel, as follows: 
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ANTI-SLAYEllY SOCIETY. 

At a meeting of ilie fiiciulH of immecliiite emaiiciimtion 
3f slaves iu tlie Uuited States, held at Chatliam-street Chapel 
lost evening (Wednesday), at half- post 7 o'clock, John Ran- 
kin was chosen Ghaiiman, and Abuauah L. Cox, M. D., 
Secretary. 

After an address to the throiio of gi'i^oe, on motion, it was 

liesolveilf That it is cxpodieiit at this time to form a soci- 
ety for promoting the abolition of slavei'y. 

A committee appointed at a preliminary meeting then 
offered the draft of a constitution, which was reml, and its 
principles discussed, when the stimo was unanimously adopt- 
ed, and was as follows : 

00N8TITUTI0N 

OF TUB NEW YORK CITY ANTLSLAVEBY BOCISrY. 

(Hero tlio Conotitntlon wna Inaertod.) 

Tlio Society then wont into the choice of Ofllcers, when 
the following persons were chosen : 

OPFIOBUS OP TUB 80CI1ITY. 

AUTHUn TAPPAN, PBk»iDBKT. 
WILLIAM GRREN, Jr., VicePrbsidbnt. 
JOHN RANKIN. TuEASUKBii. 
KLIZnil >YUI(;ilT, Jr., Cou. Skc. 
(•nAULI>4 W. UKNJSON, Ki.»;. SiiO. 

Jo«iiUA LiCAvrrr, 

ISAAC T. IIOriMOR, 
AllUAIJAM L. COX, M.D., 
LEWIS TAPPAN, 
WlLLIABf GOODELL, 

After which the meeting was adjourned. 

JOHN RANKIN, CnAUiifAN. 
Adrauam L. Cox, Secretary. 

Tlio samo day, tlio Jovvmd of dymmcnxt camo out 
with a fair statement, ending as follows : 

After all, it appeal's that the immediate emancipationists 
outgoncrallcd their opposcrs ; for while the latter were be- 
sieging Clinton Hall, or wa.sting wind at Tammany Hall, the 
former were quietly adox)tiug their Constitution at Chalham- 
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street ChapeL Thoy had but juat ndjonniecl, wo nndcntand, 
when tlie din of ilie invading army, as it approached from 
Tauimony Hall, fell upon their ears; and before tlie audience 
was fairly out of the chapel, the flood poured in through the 
g:itt^ as if thoy would tjikc it by storm. But lo 1 thoy wore 
t<M) lat<^ ; the Anti-SLivory Siwiety liiul been formed, the Cou- 
stitutiou adopted, and the meeting adjourned 1 So they hod 
nothing to do but go homo. 

" Tlio king of Franco, iritli eighty tbousand mon, 
Marched np the hill, and then marched down again." 

Shoiily afterwards, Mr. Tappan met "with a few 
fiieudH to conHJclor tlio pro[)riety of issuiug a call 
for an aiiti-Hlavcry convention, to form a national 
society. The gall was published in the anti-slavery 
newspai^rs, while letters were addressed to individ- 
uals in different parts of the country believed to be 
interested in the cause, inviting their attendance. 
The convention met in Philadelphia, December 4, 
IHlVi); h.'ul a Iiannonious nioclhig; adopted the Con- 
stitution of the " AMEmcAN Anti-Siavery Society," 
and a Declaration of Sen'jimeni's ; and voted that 
the Society should be located in the City of New 
York. 

AjiTHUB Tappan was chosen President of the 
Society. He had neither sought the office nor 
oxpoctcd it, but he was elected because, as one of 
the delogatcs said, " He will not llinch ; you can 
r<^ly upon him." Ho did not attend the conventicm, 
owing to a press of business, but his heart was much 
interested in the proceedings, and they had his 
entire concurrence. The executive committee of 
the new society had regular meetings, at wliich Mr. 
Tappan presided. His yearly subscription in aid of 
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the Society's operations was tliree thousand dollara, 
wliich was in addition to conHidorablo sums x)aid by 
him otherwise' for the promotion of the cause. He 
continued its liberal supporter while he had the 
means. He fully identified himself with the cause 
so unpopular at its commencement, but destined to 
have, under the Hanclion and good providoiico of 
God, a glorious success. 

During the six or seven years that he was con- 
nected with this society, he attended the annual 
meetings m New York, and presided, it was re- 
marked, with unusual self-control and dignity amid 
the exciting scones that often took place, owing to 
the feverish state of jmblic fooling, and the attempts 
of the populace to disturb and break up the meet- 
ings, urged on as they were by embittered editors of 
the public press. 

The society met with rapid and great success. 
Its auxiliaries were numerous and efiicient; its 
agents, of whom there were many, lectured through- 
out the free states ; the publications were scattered 
far and wide; and not a few men and women of cul- 
ture and influence joined themselves to the ranks of 
the sect " oveiywhcre spoken against." 

Theodore D. Weld, one of the lectining agents of 
the society, had engaged to deliver a course of lec- 
tures at one of the toAvns in JolTcrson county, Ohio. 
Previous to delivering the first, he gave notice to 
the audience that he had no objection to any one 
taking notes of what he should say. He observed 
a young man taking notes, and at the close made 
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inquiries about him. He was told he was a young 
law}'er residing in the place. On reaching his lodg- 
ings, the stranger came to his room, introduced him- 
self, and said: "I went to your lecture with the 
intention of taking do^vn your argument, and reply- 
ing to it at a future time, but you have entirely 
swept away the ground of my opposition." It was 
predicted by the law partner of this young attorney 
that if he lived, his talents would insure him the 
oflico of attonioy-goucral of the United States. The 
prediction was fulfilled, and subsequently he actually 
hold a more important office in the govciiimont, that 
of Socrotaiy of War, during the tremendous conflict 
that resulted in the downfall of slavery, and gave to 
the name of Edwin M. Stanton an enduring place 
in the afTcctions of his countrymen, and in the his- 
tory of hi.s country.* 

It cannot be truly denied that some who were 
engaged in the enterprise were indiscreet, and some- 
times rash, both in language and measures ; but it 
is believed that, considering the opposition they met 
and the false statements uttered respecting their 
principles and measures, rarely has any reform been 
conducted with more discretion. Still, as is over 
the case when aggressive movements are made for 
the coiTcction of public sentiment and the wicked 
practices of men, the abolitionists were subject to 

* The death of this diRtingiiished pniriot, in the early pari of 
1870, hiiH l)pon a imticniul ufllirtion. Ho wiir bom at Stoulwiivillc, 
Uliio, ill IHIA ; wiim a law i>artncr <»f Sknatok JtKNJAMiN Taitah ; 
and just before his lamented death had been apiH)intcd as asso- 
ciato justice of the Supremo Ckinrt of the United States. 

8* 
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denunciation both from the pulpit and the forum, 
in tlio walks of ImsincsH, in religious and literary 
assemblies, and to social ostracism of themselves 
and famiUes. 

The publications issued by the society, and the 
annual reports contained in its newspapers, or pub- 
lished in pamphlet form, can be fearlessly appealed 
to in justification of the above remarks, while the 
attacks made upon individuals and the societies 
with which they were connected, by the pro-slavery 
press, evince in their spirit and language ample evi- 
dence of the falsity of most of the accusations. 

The facilities given to slaveholders by obse- 
quious and unprincipled magistrates in the Northern 
states for the recovery of then* slaves, and the not 
unfrequent kidnapping of free people of color, under 
the forms of law, were notorious. AboUtionists and 
their colored friends were on the qtii vive ; but while 
they secured the freedom of many, they were often 
baiUed by the subtlety or knavery of official peiBOus 
who seemed to feel it to be an honor to bow the knee 
to the lords of the slaveocracy. 

In illustration of the preceding remark, a case 
may be stated that occurred under the obseiTation 
of the compiler. His attention was called by a col- 
ored man, who said, " I have just come from Re- 
corder Biker's office, where is a man they are going 
to send into slavery ; do come over as soon as you 
can." On reaching the office, then in the City Hall, 
^ it appeared tliat a stranger was urgently demanding 
that the recorder should give up a black man, who 
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was present, whom he alleged was his slave. Sev- 
eral colored persons were there ready to affirm that 
the pci-Hon claimed had lived in the city six months 
or more, and they believed they could prove that ho 
had never been in a Southern state. Apparently 
yielding to the evidence and pleadings, the recorder 
at length said : " I will adjourn this hearing until 
to-morrow at 9 o*clock, A. M., when all parties will 
attend, and I will do what the law requires.'* 

In anticipation of the hour of adjournment a few 
minutes, the writer went to the recorder's office, 
where were assembled the sympathizing friends of 
the colored man. Addressing the writer, this ma- 
gistrate, to his astonishment, said : " I have given 
up that negro to his master, who told me the whole 
story ; I believed every word he said, for he is a 
perfect gentleman — a perfect gentleman, sir, enti- 
tled to entire confidence." " Given him up !" was 
tlio rciply; "did you not adjourn the hearing, sir, to 
this morning, and notify all parties to be present?" 
The recorder replied : " Yes, yes, I think I did, but 
I learned all the facts from the master ; he satisfied 
me that the man belongs to him ; and I believe he 
is i^) 1)0 re1i(Ml upon — ]io is a most gentlemanly man. 
I believe every word he said." 

While this was taking place the slaveholder and 
the victim of judicial tyranny were on their way to 
Virginia. The recorder listened rather impatiently 
to the oxpostidations oflfored and turned away from 
the giieved and disappointed colored persons that 
thronged his office, to take his seat on the bench of 
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tlio criminal conrt. Such was tlio administration of 
the law In tlioso days, in rofovonco to fugitive slavoa, 
and those claimed as such ! This was the fii*st judi- 
cial announcement made that the negro has no 
rights that white men are boimd to respect. The 
poor blacks were trembling with alarm, the remon- 
strances of their friends were unheeded, and base 
acquiescence in the claims of Southern despots 
almost universally prevailed throughout the North- 
em states. 

In November, 1835, a meeting of the friends of 
human rights was Iield for the purpose of adopting 
measures to ascertain, if possible, the extent to 
which the cmol priustice of kidnapping mon, women, 
and children, was carried on in tliis city, and to aid 
such unfortunate persons as may be in danger of 
being reduced to slave7*y, in maintaining "their 
rights." A committee was chosen, styled the " com- 
mittee of vigilance," "to protect unoffending, de- 
fenceless, and endangered persons of color, by 
securing tlicir rights, as far as practicable, and by 
obtaining for them, when arrested, under the pre- 
text of being fugitive slaves, such protection as the 
law will afford." 

The firat anniversary of the " committee of vigi- 
lance" was colcl)rat<xl on the evening of January 1 (>, 
1837, at the Presbyterian church, comer of Thomp- 
son and Houston streets, Now York, Rev. Theodore 
8. Wright, chairman. The exercises continued until 
a late hour, while a large audience manifested their 
interest by listening with profound attention to the 
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facts communicated, and to the appeals mode, until 
the close of the meeting. 

Bev. John T. Baymond, pastor of a Baptist 
church in the city, introduced the following resolu- 
tion: 

Rescivedy That we commend the yigilanco cominiitee to 
the coufidonco, cooperation, and prayers of the friends of 
oppressed liiimanity. 

Ml*. Baymond spoke with great feeling on the 
force of prejudice, and related his own experience 
in being banishod from his native state of Virginia, 
under a law that forbade fi*eo people of color to 
return after an absence of a year, because he had 
delivered a speech in New York, in relation to the 
Wilbci-forco colony, in Canada. Other addresses 
were made. The secretary presented to the audi- 
ence the itllllclod wife of Peteu John Lee, (a colored 
man who had been recently kidnapped fi-om Bye, 
New York, and humcd into hopeless bondage, by 
the minions of slavery,) and her two fatherless little 
sons. The audience were deeply affected.* 

The above account of the committee of vigilance 
is hero presented because Arthur Tappan, and most 
other abolitionists, after becoming acquainted with 
its piinciples and measures, were greatly interested 
in them, and because such was the origin of the 
system of operations afterwards pursued, styled the 
"Underground Bailroad," which aided not only 

• Tlio iVrio York Stale VltjUance GommlUee was foriuod fifteen 
yours nftur ; its objoct bciiip^ **To nssint persoufl seeking freedom 
from chnttcl Rliwcry, and to protect and defend those whose per* 
souiil hberty may be colled in question.** 
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fngitivo slaves, long rcsidont in tlio frco states, bnt 
their relations and brethren in slave states to escape 
into Canada. At first, some abolitionists doubted 
the propriety of such measures, fearing they would 
not be justified in aiding slaves to escape from 
their masters: but reflection convinced them that 
it was light to ignore human enactments which 
were contrary to the law of God, and that it was 
not only right to assist men in efforts to obtain 
their liberty, when unjustly held in bondage, but a 
DUTY. He was always ready to help the flying fugi- 
tive on his way to Canada, or elsewhere, and was 
active in this benevolent work. It is a sufficient 
answer to those who pretended that it wiiH wrong to 
meddle with slaves, or protect them in their flight 
from bondage, to quote the memorable saying of 
Lord Brouqham: "There is a law above all the 
enactments of human codes. It is written by the 
finger of God on the heart of man ; and by that law, 
unchangeable and eternal, while men despise fraud, 
and loathe rapine, they shall reject with indignation, 
the wild and guilty fantasy that man can hold prop- 
erty in man." 

The agitation of the slavery question in England 
for many years, in which Thomas Clarkson and 
William WniBEUFOUOE were iibly seconded by many 
coadjutors, and which resulted in an act of emanci- 
pation, that passed the British Parliament, and 
received the royal assent August 28, 1833, quickened 
the zeal and animated the hopes of the abolitionists 
in the United States. 
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The details of the act were adjusted on this basis 
nanielj : 

1. The entire exiiuctiou of slavery, to take place 
on the Ist of August, 1834. 

2. Field laborers, above six j'oare old, to servo as 
apprentices for six years. 

3. Domestics or house servants to seiTO as ap- 
prentices four years. 

4. Children under six years, to bo free, and chil- 
dren thereafter born to be free. 

G. The slaves to pay no part of their redemption 
money, but a compensation of twenty thousand 
pounds, sterling, to be paid out of the public treas- 
uiy, to the plantera, at the dose of the ajijircrUiceship. 

In Antigua and Bermuda, the colonial legisla- 
tures ])rcfoiTod to disponRowith the "ai>prcnticoship 
system," believing innnedialo and complclo eman- 
cii):ili()n to bo Raf<»,st. The vexations attending the 
system in other islands led to its voluntary abandon- 
ment, and the entire freedom of the field laborers, 
on the 1st of August, 1838, two years before the time 
hniitcd in the statute. The whole number liberated, 
in the British islands, was about eight hundred 
thousand.* 

The abridgment of the apprenticeship system 
was due mainly to the cflforts of JosEru Stduge, one 
of the most liberal and devoted friends of the slave 
among the British emancipationists. At his own 
charge he went to the West Indies in 1837, accom- 
panied by two or three friends, whose expenses he 

o 8co OooiloirB "Slavery and Anti-Slavory." 
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defrajed, investigated the evils of the system, and 
published the results. ' The effect was so great that 
it soon led to the abandonment of the system.^ 

The executive committee of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society deemed it so important that the 
misrepresentations of the pro-slavery press of tho 
United States should be corrected by a publication 
of facts and testimony ascertained on the spot, that 
they deputed James A. Thome and Joseph H. Kim- 
ball to proceed to the West Indies to make the inves- 
tigations, Mr. Tappan contributing a lai*ge share of 
tho expcnscs.t 

Both deputations arrived in the West Indies 
near the close of tho year 1830. Tlio facts juiblinh- 
ed by them had a remarkable agreement, and car- 
ried conviction to the minds of disinterested and 
liberty-loving people, throughout the civilized world, 
of the safety and advantage of immediate emancipa- 
tion. American abolitionists were gi'oatly cheered 
and encouraged in their labors by the gratifjring 
intelligence thus spread before the people, and wore 
sanguine in beUef that it would lead speedily to 
universal freedom ; but slaveholders and their allies 
persistently labored to falsify the information, and 
counteract its influence.^: 

Tho vcucrablo Thomas Clarkson >vi*oto, for tho 

* See ** Tlie West Indies iu 1837 ; being tho Jounuil of u Vitni 
to Antigua, etc. By Joseph Sturge and Thomas Harvey." 

t See " Emancipation in the West Indies, a Six Months' Tonr 
in Antigua, etc., in the year 1837, by J. A. Thome and J. H. Kim- 
Dall." 

I See Appendix 5, for an interesting statement of Joseph Sturge. 
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information of Arthur Tappan, and his anti-slayery 
fiiends, that he had been informed bj a British 
consul that fiditioxis sfaienicnfs respecting the condi- 
tion of the emancipated in the West Indies and the 
condition of the islands, wore sent to the United 
Sbitcs as warnings to the people not to encourage 
the abolition of slavery. 

While the abolitionists were active and fearless 
in their efforts to arouse pubUc attention to the 
atrocities of slavery, the leading people of color were 
not inactive in laboi's to diffuse light and intelligence 
among their people; and to make them worthy of 
equal privileges wherever they should be secured to 
them. 

They commenced the publication of a journal, 
edited and conducted by colored men, entitled "The 
OolorcMl Amorioan and Advocate." It wius com- 
menced March 4, 1837, with the means contributed 
by aiiti-Hlavcuy friondrt, Mr. Tappan givuig the lar- 
gest sum, and was a neatly printed and well edited 
paper; the proprietor was Phihp A. Bell, and the 
editor Samuel E. Cornish, both men of color, men of 
abilities, of much consideration among their people, 
and rcai)ected by all who knew them. 

The paper was intended to be the organ of color- 
ed Americans. Its columns were filled with excel- 
lent selected and original matter. It ably advocated 
the emancipation of the enslaved, and the elevation of 
the free colored people ; and to this end it urged on 
the whites the abolition of caste, and on their own 
oeoplo a thorough education. Gifted men, among 
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tlie peoplo of color in Now York and olsowhoro, and 
there were not a few of them, hod an opportunity, 
that was well improved, of addressing their people, 
and the pabUc at large, in the columns of this excel- 
lent paper. 

The appearance of this paper was cordially wel- 
comed by Mr. Tai)pan, whoao confidence in the 
editor was very great; and ho believed it an impor- 
tant auxiliary to the cause of emancipation in pro- 
moting, on behalf of the people of color, LIBERTY 
and EDUCATION. It was sustained a year or 
two, giving abundant evidence of the capability of 
colored men to sustain a respectable newspaper, and 
WJV8 then discontinued, as wore sovoral other anti- 
slavery papers, during the iinancial convulsion that 
occurred throughout the coimtry. 

On the third day of December, 18(61^ a meeting 
of members of the convention that formed the 
"American Anti-Slavery Society," was held in Phila- 
delphia, commemorative of that event, to which Mr. 
Tappan was specially invited. The following letter 
accompanied the invitation : 

Boston, Novcmbor 12, 18C3. 
Dear and Yenbbated Sui: Tliirty-tlirce ycai*s seven 
months ago I was lying in tlie cell of the citypiison in Balti- 
more, for the crime of exposing and denouncing certain towns- 
nxMi of niiiio, whom I (lotoctcd in currying on the domostio 
slavotnule, between that city and New Orleans. Comparative- 
ly unknown at that time, and utterly without means to pay 
the fine and costs of court that were imposed upon me by a 
slaveholding judge, I might have died within those prison 
walls, if your sympathizing and philanthropic heart had not 
prompted you, unsolicited, to send the needed sum for my 
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redemptiun. It is Dot for me to trace the consequences of 
that deed to the cause of the oppressed since that period ; 
but I desire to assure yon that my gratitude to you is as fresh 
and overflowing as it was when I was delivered from my in- 
carceration, and will ever remain so. 

It is now more tlian a score of yours sincx) I hml the plcns- 
nro of seeing you. Time, of course, has been busy with us 
both in makhig liis impression upon us, although I am con- 
siderably younger than yourself. On the lOtli of next month 
I shall complete my fifty-eighth year. I presume yon have 
numbered fourscore years. May God grant us the inex- 
pn^ssibly hn])]\y j)rivilogo of witnessing a univonml jubilee, 
n horribly wickc^l rebellion Hn]>prcssod, and iwiico and unity 
sccMiriHl from soa to sea, before this *' mortal shall have put 
on iniiiiort4ility.*' Your ever gnitoful frioiid, 

WM. LLOYD GARRISON. 
Arthub Tappan, Esq. 

At the meeting Mr. Garrison said: "The first 
letter I bold iu my baud is from oue wlio deserves 
to be bebl in bouorable and lasting remembrance 
for bis early, devoted, and long-continued service in 
our cause ; I mean tbe first president of tbe Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery Society, once tbe distmguisbed 
mercbant-pbilantbropist of the city of New York^ 
Arthur Tappan ; the benefactor to whom I owe my 
liberation from the Baltimore prison in 1830; and 
but for whose interposition at that time, in all prob- 
ability I should never have left that prison, except 
to be carried out to be buried. I think it is some 
tw(»>nty ycai*s sincje I hml the plea.suro of looking 
into his face. But I could do no less than to send 
him a letter of invitation to be present at this com- 
nieniorativo meeting, renewing my expression of 
gratitude for all liis kindness to me personally, and 
my admiration for all he had done iu the cause of 
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the oppressod; aiid I was glad to rocoivo this Icttor 
in reply." 

The letter was read, as follows, bj Wendell 
Phillifs Qabbison, one of the secretaries : 

Nkw IUvkn, Nov. 17, lK4*i3. 

Wm. LiiOYd Gaiuubon, Esq., Duau Siit : Few oveuU could 
givo me so much pleasure ns the receipt of your note of the 
12th inst. During the years that have intervened since we 
kst met, I have often recalled the time when we were united 
in working" for the slave, and regretted tliat any occurrence 
should have estranged us from each other. 

I shall be glad to attend the meeting at Philadelphia, but 
my advanced age (seventy-eighth year) and growing mfirmi- 
ties may x)rovout I am, very truly, your friend, 

ARTHUR TAPPAN. 
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The most unfounded charges were brought 
against the abolitionists, many of them being absurd 
OS well OS maUcious. They were accused of a de- 
sign to change the social habits of the community, 
to mix up people without any regard to distinctions 
in society, and to enforce associations of peraons of 
education and culture on equal terms witli ignorant 
and degraded persons. Not only an unscrupulous 
press, but persons moving in refined society gave 
out, as credible facts of which they were personally 
cognizant, that it was part of the creed of anti-slave- 
ry people, Uiat marriage rchilions ought to take 
place between white and colored persons. 

It was a singular fact, said a writer, that those 
who profess behef in strong, instinctive, insurmount- 
able prejudices against color, are the very persons 
who are most alarmed about amalgamation by inter- 
marriages; as if the two propositions did not ob- 
viouHly destroy each other. It was said that at a 
town meeting in New Hampshire the question was 
discussed, whether colored people ought to be 
admitted into schools upon equal terms with white 
scholars: One individual arose and treated the 
Hubj(M!t after the usual numncr of those who have 
Mion«;;lit lililo about it. " If we cultivate these peo- 
pli»," said lie, " llio liml thing wo shall know, tliey 
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will be marrying our danglitors. Siicli a thing as a 
kind social relation between the two races was never 
intended by Providence. Tlie colored people are 
naturally inferior, and cannot be elevated. It is 
impossible for us to exist together in the same com- 
munity with them on equal terms; you might as 
well try to mix oil and water." 

Upon this, a plain fai'mer remai'ked: "Why, I 
thought you said just now that the firat thing we 
should know they would be manying our darters. 
Now, if they wont mix any better than ile and water, 
what are you afraid on?" 

At the same meeting, a person observed that ho 
had no objection to colored people's being (uliicaUul, 
but they might get up schools for themselves. It 
was his opinion that white folks had better let the 
niggers alone. An elderly man arose, and asked the 
following question: "When the angel of the Lord 
commanded Philip to enter the chariot of the Ethio- 
pian, and explain to him the Scriptures, what if 
Philip had answered, *I think, Lord, it is best for 
. white people to let'the niggera alone'?" 

These anecdotes illustrate the kind of dialogues 
that were canicd on in those days on the part of 
the opponents and fiiends of emancipation. It ap- 
pears almost incredible at the present day, that 
stories respecting the social intercourse of leading 
abolitionists with people of color should have the 
currency they did during the heated controversy. 
Peraons in the higher walks of society, at that time, 
did not scruple to repeat the slanders, sometimes 
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vouching for their tmthfuhiess from their own knowl- 
edge! 

The anti-republican and unchristian feeling of 
caste, though much abated, has not yet been dis- 
caixlod, either by the cultivated or ignorant mem- 
bers of society. Abolitionists merely proclaimed 
anew the doctrine maintained by the founders of 
the republic, that all men have equal natural rights, 
and are entitled to life, liberty, and happiness. It 
followH, of coui*8o, that bhick men have the same 
rights as white men ; the right to acquire knowledge, 
eugage in purmiitH of their own selection, and ele- 
vate themselves in the iutellectual and moral scale, 
without molestation. Is it not an obvious sequence 
that, as citizens of the same country, and as chil- 
dren of the same family of which God is the Fa- 
ther, thoy ought to be treated irrespective of com- 
plexion ? 

Mr. Tappan, and those associated with him, con- 
tended against the cruel and heai*tless usages of 
society that oppressed and degraded the people of 
color. They were excluded from the public schools, 
academies and colleges, they were forced to sit in 
"negro pews" in houses of public worahip, often 
obliged to partake of the bread and wine ai the 
Lord's supper after they had been served to the 
white communicants, and denied the privilege of 
obtaining instniction in theological seminaries to 
qualify them to preach the gospel. They were re- 
fused seats in omnibuses and cai's. They were com- 
pelled to remain on the decks of steamboats, while 
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other passengora woro taking roposo in cabins and 
statcroonm. Tlioy woro oxcliulotl from places of 
public amusement. They were forbidden the priv- 
ilege of voting, and in all manner of ways maltreat- 
ed, often by persons of loss education and refine- 
ment than themselves. They were shut out from 
the jury seats even when their own people were on 
trial, and thus a fundamental principle of law and 
equity was ignored that a man has a right to be 
tried by his peers. 

The whole community, with few exceptions, took 
part against them. Law-niakoi*H, niagislratcs, school- 
masters, ministers of the gospel, sextons, and hod- 
caniors seemed to conspire to browbeat pci*Hons of 
color, as unworthy to " live, move, and have a be- 
ing" with themselves, or to pass by them with frigid 
indifference to their just claims. 

The blindness as well as prejudice of the com- 
munity, at that day, is illustrated by an anecdote 
told by Frederick Douglass. He attended public 
worship, and was directed to a "negi'o-pew" in an 
elevated comer of the gallery. The Lord's supper 
was celebrated. The preacher invited all the white 
brothers and sisters to come forward and partake of 
the elements ; and when they had thus partaken, he 
looked up to the nogio pew, and with outstroU*Jiod 
arms exclaimed, "We nowinvrite oiu* colored friends 
to come down and partake of this holy feast, for the 
Lord is no respecter of persons !" 

There were even then a few ministers who ab- 
horred the caste feeling so generally prevailing, and 
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who did not hesitato to trample upon the usage as 
a desecration of the house of Qod, and an abomina- 
tion among Christian people. Among these was 
Dr. John M. Mason of the Murray-street church in 
the city of Now York. He had invited a young 
slave girl, Katy, afterwards the well-known and 
highly respected Mi*s. Catharine Ferguson, to unite 
with his church. He knew the hostile feeling that 
prevailed at the time among certain prominent 
nu^niboi*H of ]m diuroli, and was doterminod to 
show his disapprobation of it. Accordingly, when 
ho saw the timid girl standing afar off, near the end 
of the broad isle, he went from the communion ta- 
ble, took her by the hand, and as he led her to a 
seat near the Lord's table, he said aloud : 

" For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female ; for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus."* 

On another similar occasion, as the colored 
membera of the church wore slowly coming down 
Ht^'iii-s from the gallery to take the back scats, one 
A the cldoi*s spoke to Dr. Mason across the com- 

* Mrs. FergQBon had the privilege and the honor of establish- 
ing the first Sunday-school ever formed in the city of New York ; 
and during her life she took from the almshouse and elsewhere, 
at difTcrciit times, forty children, white and black, supporting 
them until tliey were of sufficient age to go into service, and then 
placing them in families to bo reared for nsefnlnoss. See tract 
published by tlio Boston Tract Society. 

9 
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munion table, saying, " Do n't let the black people 
partake nntil the white members have got through." 
The doctor said, '* Well, well ;" and then addi*essing 
the colored communicants, he said, " Come this way, 
take seats hero." He placed them in front of the 
table, and helped them to the bread and .wine be- 
fore it was passed to tlie other niombcrs of the 
church. 

Anti-slavery men refused to be a party to all 
unrighteous conduct, set their faces against caste 
usages, and denounced them. For doing this they 
were slandered and maligned. On one occasion, 
Mr. Tappan finding the Bev. Samuel E. Comish, a 
colored member of tlie Fii*st Prcsbytciy of New 
York, of which the Rev. Dr. Spring was a member, 
standing on the steps of the Laight-street church, 
Bev. Dr. Cox*s, invited him to take a seat in his pew. 
No little excitement was the result. The devotions 
of the congregation were much disturbed. 

The services being over, one or more of the 
elders or trustees called upon the offending mem- 
ber of the church, remonstrated with him on the 
gross impropriety he had committed, and requested 
him in terms veiy Uke tlireatening not to repeat the 
offence. 

Mr. Cornish was a mulatto, neat in his person, 
gentlemanly in his deportment, a well-educated 
man, a good preacher, and both he and Mr. Tap- 
pan had been managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety. All this did not protect them from insult and 
annoyance in a house consecrated to tlie worship of 
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Q(kI on UiO part of those who professed to be his 
worshippers. 

Dr, Cox, in view of the angry feehngs prevailing 
in his congregation towards Mr. Tappan, attempted 
in his weekly lecture to set the matter right. He 
wamed his people not to indulge these inhuman 
prejudices, and said that they might well inquire 
how white the Asiatics were, or how white must tlie 
complexion of the Saviour be, were he now on earth, 
in order for us to tolerate his person or endure his 
presence. 

One of the daily papera, the Couiicr and Enqui" 
rci\ came out with a violent attack upon Dr. Cox 
for his utterances to his own people, accusing him 
of having stated that the Saviour was a colored 
man, etc. Dr. Cox vindicated himself in another 
morniii<^ [)ap(M', llio plonrmd of Conimvnr* and gave 
a suitable answer to the asperaions. " How great 
and anti-philosophical, as well as anti-Christian," 
said he, '^ the prejudice of us Americans against our 
colored brethren ; that such a sentiment, .... guard- 
edly appUed to the complexion of Jesus Christ, 
should rouse the angry feelings of many .... whose 
blindness niistakos for piety the antipathy which • 
despises the Creator in his creatures I" But for his 
vindication of Mr. Tappan, his espousal of the anti- 
slavery cause, and his controversy with the Courier 
ami Enquirer^ he was remembered afterwards by 
that paper and the mob, when his house and person 
were threatened and assailed. 

* Boo New York Evangdist of June 21, 1834. 
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It so happened that a fellow-townsman of Mr. 
Cornish, one of his own playmates in Virginia, a 
man of a skin rather darker than his own, mixed at 
the time and after with the "bulls and bears*' of 
Wall-street on equal tenns. And why? Beeanso 
he had shaved liis head, put on a wig, had consid- 
erable property, was an astute financier, and called 
himself a Brazilian I 

Mr. Tappan recognized among the colored mhab- 
itants many excellent persons — scholars, artists, wor- 
thy members of society and of the church. They 
wore entitled to, but did not enjoy tlio ju'ivilogcs 
and amonilicH of society. Tlic^y wore cramped in 
their laudable eflbrt^ and as])irati()nH by an iuKauo 
and heartless prejudice, as unmanly and preposter- 
ous as it was unchristian. The fact that so many 
of the proscribed class stood up against the unjust 
opprobrium, and by their industry, attainments, and 
good conduct, had made their way to competence 
and affluence and usefulness in spite of opposition, 
was evidence sufficient of their inherent capabilities 
and pei*severance in the race of life. 

Included in the number of the estimable colored 
men contemporary with Mr. Tappan, was the Rev. 
Theodore Sedgwick Wright, pastor of the church in 
Frankfort-street, New York. He had his theologi- 
cal education at Princeton, N. J., and was highly 
esteemed by his instnictors, among whom was the 
venerated Dr. Alexander. And yet, while attending 
as a spectator, the annual meeting of the " Literary 
Society of the Alumni" of Nassau Hall, having pre- 
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vipnsly been a member, his imassiimiiig (leportmcut 
and evangelical piety did not screen him houi nide 
ftnd disgraceful treatment by some of the students 
in the chapel. His only fault was having a skin 
not colored like their own. 

It was in Mr. Wright's church that a distin- 
guished lawyer of New Orleans, recently deceased, 
Alfred Hennen, Esq., who was also an elder in the 
Presbyterian church of which Mr. Wright was a 
un]iiHtor, on witncKsing for the iii'st time a commo- 
dious and woll-lightcd cliurch belonging to colored 
people, tt congregation of well-dressed and respecta- 
ble persons, an organ and a choir of excellent sing- 
ers, and an educated preacher, exclaimed, "This is 
a new and interesting scene to me, and I shall never 
forget it." T]ie minister, unconscious that he was 
present, Kn])pIicatod for slaveholders, for the coun- 
try, and for the church, in a way that touched the 
feelings of Mr. Hennen, and called forth his wai*m 
encomiums. 

He afterwards said to the friend who had accom- 
panied him : " At your house to-day you convinced 
me that all the doctrines of the abolitionists are cor- 
rect and unausw(u*ablo, except that of inHiiediato 
emancipation, and I promised that if satisfied of the 
correctness of that doctrine, I would liberate my 
slaves forthwith. I am now satisfied on that point, 
and am resolved no longer to retain the relation I 
hold to shivery. You will soon hear from mo, and, 
meanti]no, I wish you to give mo copies of your 
prin(*.ipal publii^alions, that I may lake them to 
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Now Orleans nud show Uioin to iny frioiulH." TTis 
request wiis complied with ; but exeepi a casual 
expression of remembrance in a letter* to a mutual 
friend six months afterwards, lie was not heard from 
again. For aught that was known, his convictions 
subsided, his promise was forgotten, and he re- 
mained a slaveholder until the proclamation of 
President Lincoln. 

Mr. Tappan did not claim any peculiar merit for 
being free from the caste feeUng that so generally 
prevailed. In childhood he had been taught to 
respect worthy colored i)oi*H(nis. From one of them 
he had been the recii)ient of many kindnesses when 
cpiito young. Near the rcHidiuico of his parents 
lived a colored woman, who had once been a slave 
in the family of a daughter of President Edwards, 
the mother of President Dwiglit of Tale College. 
She was kind to children, had a motherly watchful- 
ness over them, and sometimes screened tliom from 
harsh treatment. Arthur was often at the house, 
with his hoop or sled, playing with the giiindchil- 
dren of Madam Dwight, and many kind words and 
bits of cake did he and the other children receive 
from Lnx, as she was called. At one time, when 
the little ones had wandered a mile or two fi*om 
home, she went, near the close of day, in search of 
ttiem, and brought them back. 

Her memory was ever precious in his recollec- 
tion, and next to their mothers, he and the other 
children thought her the best friend in the world. 
This pious and tender-hearted woman, Sylvia, lived 
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during two generations in the Dwight family. She 
was an exemplary member of the church, and her 
remains repose in the central part of the village 
bni*ying-gronnd, having a headstone at the grave, 
with an inBcri[)ti()n connuomorativo of her excellent 
character. Her kmdness to Ai'tluir, and the affec- 
tionate regard he had for her, doubtless laid the 
foundation for the interest he "ever after took in peo- 
ple of color. Dear old "Lilll" Tlie subject of this 
nniTulivo m)\o.v looked, it may bo, upon a colored 
face without thinking of you as a fi'icnd of Jesus, 

s 

and 2is an uilicritor of a glorious immortality. 

It was during the year 1834 and afterwards that 
Mr. Tappan, accompanied by his long tried and 
devoted friend Mr. Joccl^n, who had moved to New 
York, was accustomed on Sabbath mornings to ex- 
plore the streets in the ward where the poor j^eople 
of color cliiefly dwelt, visit them in their different 
rooms, incpiire into their wants, administer relief, 
give them useful advice, invite them to Sabbath- 
schools, often praying with them. " He had," said 
one, " a deep sense of the worth of the soul, and the 
importance of efforts for the salvation of , men." 

An anecdote of an interesting character has 
been related by a merchant who was accustomed 
to purcliase goods of Aithur Tappan, showing the 
hard feelings cherished towards him by unthinking 
and prejudiced persons, and how they were over- 
come by the Christian conduct of the abused man. 
This merchant said ho was travelling in a public 
conveyauco, and heard one of the passengera vio- 
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lently abusing Mr. Tappan. He replied, "I was 
formerly of tbo same opinion with yourself, and 
believed that man as much of a hypocrite as you 
do ; but I ascertained tliat he was a humble Chris- 
tian, and a praying, godly man. Once, while piu- 
chasing goods of him, I noticed a poor woman who 
came to solicit charity, and I heard him promise to 
call and see her. I had the curiosity, when he left 
the store, to follow him. I saw him enter the lowly 
dwelling, and listened at the door to inquiries he 
made, the prayer he offered, and his offer of pecu- 
niary assistance. Now, as long as I live, I will 
never speak evil of that man again, nor hear him 
abused, without lifting up my voice in his belndf, 
for I know him to be a ime philanthropist and a 
man of God." 

It was seldom that he wrote any thing in defence 
or in explanation of his course on the anti-slavery 
' or other reforms, but the following letter, aildrcssod 
to a nephew residing in a foreign land, acquires an 
intcn^Ht fi'om ils being an aulhonlie oxposilion of 
his own feelings and views during several trying 
periods of his life. 

TO ▲. F. STODDABD, B8Q., OF GLA8O0W, BOOTIiAND. 

New Haven, Ang. 27, 18G3. 

My Dbar Nephew : I havo this day received youi-s of the 
8t1i inst. lioforo Una reuchcs you, the tidings of tho duiith 
of my dear wife will doubtless liavo readied you. The event 
has made a great inroad on my happiness, but I will not 
murmur, but be thankful that she was spared to me fifty- 
three years ; and now my aspimtion is that we may soon be 
reunited where sorrow is unknown. 
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Bespecfciug my eai'ly experience in the anti-slavery cause, 
I Imvo time now to give you but a brief Iiistory. When it 
commenced, the news soon reached the South, and a Lirge 
hotel was siHiedily lilh^d with young Sou ther uora, sons of ** the 
chivalry,** who came on to employ the southern argument, 
the iMnvie-knito and the pistol, to ari*est our proceedings. 
By employing a young man to go to the same hotel to board, 
I found out their plans, and took the necessai-y precautions 
to elude them. My family was at the time living iu this city, 
and I lodged in a building where rooms were let without 
lioard, and very near whcin) the Southerners wero congi'O- 
pit4Hl. Jieaniing that tlu'y had fixed on the night for attiu*.k- 
iug me, and had provided tar to give mo a coat of it on the 
couHug S*thhath night, I, with a friend, left the city and 
siMMit the day up the North river. By chmiging my place of 
lodgings I again frustmted their attempt to get me. 

It was our first object to get an anti-slaveiy society 
formed, and a time and place were agreed on. When the 
time luime, we discovered that the enemy were on our track, 
and we went as privately as possible to anotlier place ; 
but by tlni tune we wen^ fairly at work, our (^m^mies were 
upon us, and wo hastily finished by a<lopting a constitution 
and ap|>4»ih(.ing th(^ oIVumm-h, and eH<*a)MMl by the roar entrance 
while the mob were forcing the front door. 

The only overt act of mine in the way of amalgamation, 
that I remember, was my giving a seat in my pew in Dr. 
Gox*8 church to a clergyman who, as I entered the ohiiroh, 
was humbly waiting at the door for some one to invite him 
in, th jugh he lived in the city, had a congregation (colored) 
of his own, and wius but slightly tinged with the des})ised 
color, and I may odd, was highly resi>ccted as a colored man ; 
yet so gi'oat was tlio ofTt^nce I committed, that the occuimnts 
of one or more neighboring pews withdrew from the society, 
and a g^eat ferment was occasioned. 

Though I advocated the sentiment that as Christians we 
were bound t^) treat the colored people ^vitllout respect to 
color, yet I felt that gro^vt prudence was requisite to bring 
about the desired change in public feeling on the subject ; 
uid therefore, though I would willingly, so for as my own 

9* 
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feelings were concei*ned, linve puhlidy Assoointcd with a well 
cdiutiiUxl luid it^lliKMl coloivd [K'I'hoii, hihIo or foiniilo, I fdt 
tlmt their best good would bo promoted by my refraining 
from doing so till the pablio mind and conscience were more 
enlightene<l on the subject. If, therefore, yon should know 
of any one's chiu*ging luo with luiy gross iissunlt on the fas- 
tidiousness of the age, when I became the avowed friend of 
the colored man, you may set it down to the score of igno- 
rance or malignant falsehood. As to the luisertion, that I 
understand is made against me on your side of the ocean, 
that I or any other one of my family have ever put aims into 
the hands of colored men or women in New York or any- 
where else, it is ^dthout the slightest foundation. If the 
publication of what I have stated vriXL be of any nse in cor- 
recting public sentiment with you, please to nso it. 
With kind regards to your family, I am affoctionatoly 

Your nndo, 

ABTUUR TAPPAN. 
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XII. 

Extensive manifestations of mob violenco were 
commenced in the summer of 1834, in the city of 
Now York, and for two years or more prevailed in 
other cities and villages in different parts of the 
countiy. They were instigated by a servile press, 
and aided by unsci*upulous poUticians, who found in 
the apathy of a large majority of the people, oppor- 
tunity to work upon the passions of the masses, in 
attempts to stifle free inquiry and free speech on 
the subject of Americim slavery. 

Arrangements had been made by the executive 
committee of the American Anti-slavery Society to 
have a public meeting on the fourth of July, in 
Chathani-Rtrcet chapel, to celebrate the anniversary 
of American Independence. It was thought to be 
a fitting occasion to speak of the rights of man, 
and to advocate universal freedom on a day conse- 
crated by our forefathers to the maintenance of the 
luialicnable rights of ''hfe, Uberty, and the pursuit 
of hap[)incsH,** intended to bo secured to themselves, 
their descendants, and all the inhabitants of the 
land, then and thereafter, to all generations. 

David Paul Brown, Esq., an eminent lawyer of 
Philadelphia, who had for many years been the 
friend and legal adviser of the people of color, 
bond and fiee, was invited to deUver an oration. A 
hymn was written for the occasion by JoiiN Giueen- 
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LEAP WHrmEB, to be sung by a select choir, con- 
cluding in these words : ^ 

** And grant, O Father 1 that the time 
Of earth's deliverance may be near, 
When every hind and tongno and climo 
The messogo of thy love shall hear — 

**When smitten as with fire from heaven, 
Tlio captive's chain shall sink in dost ; 
And to hiafelUred soul be given 

ThB OLOniOUB FBBSDOM OW THB JUST!" 

The Declaration of Independence, and the decla- 
ration of sentiments adopted by the society at its 
formation, were also to bo read. 

A hirgo andioiUH) was couvonod; a Holonni ad- 
dress was offered to the Throne of Grace, the Dec- 
laration of Independence was read, but when the 
declaration of sentiments was commenced, it became 
manifest that hundreds of young men who sat near 
the doors had determined if possible to prevent its 
being heard. At length, however, the reader's voice 
and poiTseverance triumphed over the noisy demon- 
strations. When tlie orator of the day, however, 
had uttered but a sentence or two the exclamations 
were so loud, and the derisive cheers so boisterous, 
that, after several attempts to proceed, he felt 
obliged to desist, and the meeting came to an ab- 
rupt termination, amid the huiTalis of the riotei-s. 

On the following Monday, July 7, an article ap- 
peared in the Courier ami Enquirer, a daily paper 
edited by James Watson Webb, ridiculing Mr. 
Brown's attempt to deUver his oration, and throw- 
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lug obloquy iipou tbo abolitiouists, wbile it misro^)- 
resented tboir sentiments. No one could fail to 
understand tbe animus of the concluding para- 
graph: "However much we may regret such irreg- 
ularities 2is Uioso at Chatbam-Btrcot cbai>cl, it must 
be borne in mind that it is tbe Tappanists who pro- 
duce them." 

The evening of the 7th had been selected by the 
people of color to celebrate their anniversary, and 
listen to an oration on American iudcpondonco by 
one of their own number, Mr. Hughes. The New 
YoiiK Sacued Music Society, had a lease of the 
chapel for every Monday and Thursday evening. 
As they were not to use it for the evening of the 
7th, an arrangement had been made by which the 
colored people could have possession on that even- 
ing. One of the oflicors of the society. Dr. Rock- 
well, who had not been apprized of the fact, on 
passuig by and seeing the building Ughted up, 
stepped in to see the reason of it. Supposing, as 
was stated, that leave had been given to the colored 
people to use the room in violation of the agree- 
ment with the society, he was highly incensed, and 
commanded the speaker, who was in the midst of 
his oration, to desist, and ordered the audience to 
disperse. 

The oflicei-s of the meeting not being disposed to 
obey the order. Dr. Rockwell and some members of 
the KCK'ic^iy, who had conic there ignorant of the 
arrangements by which the colored people were in 
possession of the room for that evening, proceeded 
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to remoye Uie occupants of the platform by force. 
Besistance was made and the blacks overpowered 
the whites. A portion of the famiture was de- 
stroyed daring the melee. 

The Conner and Enquirer of July 8, seized the 
occasion to defame the colored peqple and the abo- 
litionists, and to stir up the populace to vcngoanco 
against them. The editor, under the heading of 
" Negro Biot,'' said : 

Another of those disgraceful negro outrages, with which 
our city has been afflicted for some days, and with whicli we 
shall continue to bo annoyed, until AHhur Tuppiin and his 
troop of incendiaries shall be put down by the strong arm of 
the law, occuiTcd last night, at that common focus of pttllution, 
Chatham-street chaiicl. Dniing the uftenioon of Monday, 
July 7, a black fellow, named Hughes, was to deliver an ora- 
tion on the subject of American Independence, to a congre- 
gation of blackamoors at Chatham-street chapel. Thb Nbw 
York Saorbd Music Socibtt liave a lease of the building for 
Monday and Thursday evening of each week, and had as- 
sembled as usual for the piu*poso of practice, when to their 
utter astonishment they found tlie orchestra filled up with 
negroes and nogri«8es. The Vicc-prosidcut and mombci's of 
the Sacred Music Society, after the blaclcs had connncnced 
their proceeding, insisted upon their right to the room, etc. 

The riot at the chapel last evening was a riot commenced 
and earned on by the negroes themselves. The white citi- 
zens present were there with no disi)osition to disturb the 
blacks. It was the Sacred Mnsic Society alone that iuter- 
forod, as they were fully justiliod in doing : and when thoy 
mildly insisted on their clear rights they were beaten — yes, 
beaten, fellow-citizens, by the bludgeons of an infmititcd 
and an eiicourar/ed negro mob ! How much longer are we to 
submit ? In the name of the country, in the name of heav- 
en, how much more are we to bear from Arthur Tappau's 
mad impertinence ? 
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Such was the perversion of facts, and such the 
too successful efforts made to stir up the populace 
to take vengeance against the dcRi)iscd i^eople of 
color and their anti-slavery friends. Tlie editor of 
the New York Evening Post, of the 8th of July, re- 
marked: "The story is told in the morning journals, 
in veiy inflammatory language, and the whole blame 
is cast upon the negroes; yet it seems to us, from 
those veiy statements themselves, that, as usual, 
there liave been faults on botli sides, and more 
especially on the side of the whites." 

In another editorial in the Courier and EnqiArer 

of Wednesday, July 9, headed "The Fanatics," it 

was said : 

A mcoting was liclcl nt Oliuion Hnll Inst night for tho pur- 
pose, wo believe, of again discussing the question ofimmodi- 
\\\A^ iiholiiion. . . . Thon^ worn nlnnit fifty negroes, nmlo ami 
ftMiiiilr, |>n>Hcnt, hihI about twice that nuiiilHU* of white p(M)- 
]i]o. Jj(Miriiing that iXwiw is to 1)0 anotli(>r mooting to-night 
nt (*hathain-stroot chai>el, wo caution tho cohircd i)coplo of 
this city against it No one who saw the temper which per- 
vaded last night can doubt that if the blacks continue to 
allow themselves to be made the tools of a few blind zealots, 
the consequences to them will be most serious. 

The above inflammable article seems to have 
been a shocr fabrication, as none of the prominent 
people of color, or aboUtionists, heard of any such 
meeting. 

In the Courier and Enquirer of Thursday, July 
10, was an account of the proceedings of the mob 
under the head of " Disturbances in the City." Tho 
paper states that a considerable crowd collected in 
front of the entrance to the chapel, (the gates of 



208 ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

wliicli were closed,) and remained for some time in 
silence, as if waiting to learn the result. " No indi- 
cations of a meeting, however, were apparent," said 
the editor; but, in the same paper, he afterwards 
said^ "it seems that a meeting was held; the mayor 
appeared accompanied by the district attorney and 
some police officers, and tlie meeting hastily ad- 
journed." 

The only meeting held, it is believed, was that of 
the rioters, who were in search of the law-abiding 
abolitionists, and the peaceable people of color, de- 
termined on creating a disturbance in compliance 
with the insidious intimations given by the profligate 
paper alhidod to. Ah Uu^y ihil from the <:hiipel 
there was a cry of "To the Bowery 1 to the Bowery I" 
but a portion of the assemblage proceeded to tlie 
house of Lewis Tappan, No. 40 Bose-street. The 
Courier and Enquirer, well versed in the art of sup- 
pressing facts, or fabricating them, disposed of 
tliis attack by simply saying, "We learn that a 
brickbat was tlirown into one of the windows; but 
no other injury was then done." 

A portion of the rioters repaired to the Bowery 
theatre, to bo revenged on one of the actora who, it 
was reported, had used some "disrespectful expres- 
sions towards the American people." A body of 
watchmen with theii* clubs came down the Bowery, 
and about the same number shortly after from the 
park. Tlie theatre was closed, and a few persons 
collected in the rear, on Elizabeth-street, and broke 
some windows. 
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About half post nine o'clock, a bell was rung, 
and a cry arose of " A^vay to Arthur Tappan'sl" A 
great number then proceeded to the house of Lewis 
Tappan, his wife and children being at the time 
with him at Harlem. They broke open the door, 
smashed the bUnds and windows, the looking-glass- 
es, crockcrywaro, and threw the furniture into the 
street. The mob next lighted a fire and fed it with 
the beds and bedding taken from the house. 

Mr. Arthur Tappan, being in the city, went to the 
house of his brother, muffled up so as not to be 
recognized, mixed with the riotei*s, and afterwards 
repaired, with Mr. Jocelyn, to the office of the mayor, 
whom they persuaded to send to the house a posse 
of the police, to disperse the mob. This was attend- 
ed with some success. He heard one of the officers 
iiiqniro, "Who is llnil nuiu?'* and on boing told, Iho 
oflicor said, "I shall not bo able to protect him if it 
is known tliat ho is hero." The name was being 
called on every side, with curses. "He had better 
leave,'* said the officer. At this time an alarm of 
fire was ordered to be sounded, which brought the 
engines to the spot, and order was finally restored 
at this place. 

Hon. Schuyler Colfax, now Vice-President of 
the United States, being then a boy and living in 
New York, his native city, had the curiosity; with 
thousands of other persons, to visit the scene of mob 
violence the next day, relates that the impressions 
he then received against the " institution of slavery" 
had an abiding inlhicnce. The sacrifice of property, 
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in the loss of farDitnre and the damago to the house, 
was a small sacrifice upon tlio altar of froodoiu, 
especially when it made such an impression on one 
who has since become both an ornament and a bless- 
ing to his country.* 

A feverish state prevailed throughout the city on 
Thursday, and it was evident that the rioters had 
greatly increased in numbers, in strength, and in 
intentions of mischief. Indications were very ap- 
parent that they intended to attack Mr. Tappan's 
store, in Pearl-street, Hanover square. Numbers of 
persons wore prowling about, and some ventured to 
throw stones and break some of the windows. By 
the advice of the mayor the store was dt^fondod, 
night and day, with firearms, the clerks and several 
men engaged for the emergency at all times ready 
to use them if occasion required. Mr. Tappan was 
at the store day and night, overseeing and directing 
all the movcmcnls for the defence of the property. 
He directed that no violence should be offered to 
the iiHHailants, unless they obtained outranco by 
breaking in the doors and windows. 

The editor of the Commercial Advertiser stated 
that Assistant Alderman Johnson, one of the coun- 
sel of Rev. Dr. Janeway, owner of Chatham-street 
chapol, had called upon him and requested the inser- 
tion of the following Card: "The ownera of tlie 
Chatham-street chapel have been assured by the 
lessee** (Mr. William Green) " that no meeting on the 
svhject of slavery shall be hereafter held in the building. 

o See Appendix 6, for Mr. Colfax's letter. 



ATTACK ON MR. TAPPAN'S STORE. 211 

The cbapel will be closed this evening, nntil Sondaj 
next, and then opened only for public worship." 

On Tliui*sday night, July 10th, an attack was 
made on the store. Almost every pane of glass at 
the front end of the store was broken, but the per- 
petrators of the mischief feared to proceed farther, 
being apprised that a large force from within would 
open fire upon them if they persisted in their de- 
Bifijns. Tlio next day the windows and doors on the 
front of the store were barricaded, and at night 
a number of men, as before, armed with muskets, 
stood pr(>i>avcd for any onset that might bo mado. 

Large crowds of people had been through the 
day constantly passing back and forward in the 
vicinity of the house of Lewis Tappan. At night 
the numl)cr of j^orsons assembled there became im- 
n)(^ns(^, and ihvy bnuidiod olT iiiti) dilTomnt direc- 
tions. Some gathered about the gate of the Chat- 
ham-street chapel, but finding it was not open they 
soon left the spot. Others proceeded to the church 
of Bev. Dr. Cox, at the comer of Laight and Varick 
streets, and others to his dwelling house on Charl- 
ton near McDougal-strect. In both places, before 
the watch arrived, they broke a few windows, but 
the timely interference of the police, and a small 
detachment of cavalry and infantry that came to 
their aid by command of the mayor, prevented 
farther injury. 

The mob also visited the houses of John Itankin, 
William Oku^u, Rov. H. G. Ludlow, and tlio office of 
McUowalFs Journal The churches and schools of 
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Iho colored people were also marked out for the 
von^geauce of the infariated multitude. 

On Friday afternoon, July 11th, the mayor issued 
a proclamation, which was posted in every part of 
the city, requiring and commanding all good citi- 
zens to unite in aid of the civil authorities, to put an 
end to these disreputable occun*ences. Major-Gene- 
rai Morton issued an order, directing the several 
brigades of his division to be on their respective 
parade grounds at 4 o'clock, p. M., on Saturday the 
12th, to assist the civil authorities in putting down 
the rioters. The military and civil forces assembled 
from time to time the ensuing week. At the same 
time the wlmlo body of the city police woro put iu 
requisition, and a large force of military, consisting 
of cavalry and infantry, amounting, it was said, to a 
division of troops, was ordered out, and the next 
day stationed at the arsenal, to be ready in case 
their interference should be required. 

The "respectable" portion of the community, 
that had, thus far, looked on with indifTcrcnco, or a 
willingness to see the hated band of abolitionists pun- 
ished to a certain extent by popular violence, began 
to bo alarmed for the safety of their own property, 
it being reported that the mob intended to make 
some dcmouBtrations in Wall-strcot, whore the mon- 
eyed institutions of the city were principally situated. 
The peraons interested were at length aroused to 
stimulate and sustain the magistracy in eflbrts to 
suppress disorder and defend the rights of the citi- 
zens, abolitionists included. And ere long the su- 
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premacj of Uie laws was amply maintained by the 
military force under arms, prepared to sally forth at 
short notice, to suppress crime, and guard the pub- 
lic peace. Meantime the riotous acts were continu- 
ed, the law-breaking uidividuals, justly supposing, 
it may be, that the imbecile mayor only meant a 
feint by issuing the proclamation and summoning a 
miUtaiy force, as while exhorting the people to 
abstain from breaking the laws, he had seen fit to 
allude to the doctrbies and measures of the aboli- 
tionists, as the acts of " a few misguided individu- 
als," in a way not calculated to allay popular fer- 
ment. 

On this night. Dr. Cox*s church was again at- 
tacked, and the windows demohshed. The Vre^by- 
terian church on Spring-street, of which Rev. H. Q. 
Ludlow was pjislor, was assailed by. the mob, who 
very deliberately i)repared themselves for a regular 
attack upon this edifice. They placed a barricade 
of carts and wagons across the street, in order to 
prevent the miUtary and authorities from interfering 
with the designs of the multitude, and then com- 
menced a fire of stones and missiles at the church. 
])y such means the doors and windows were smash- 
ed, and the crowd made a rush for the interior. 
The building was instantly filled to overflowing, the 
organ, pulpit and pews demohshed, and the infuria- 
ted mob were in the act of tearing down the galle- 
ries, wlicn a troop of cavalry arrived and put an end 
to Mioii* ]>r()C('(Hlings, after the riotei'S had been for 
a long time inidisputed masters. The mob then 
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passed up Laurens-street, to tlio house of tlie pas- 
tor, whose family had retired. Here they broke 
in the windows and doors. A company of military 
appeared, formed in line, and the mob speedily quit 
tlie place. 

On their way down the city they broke some of 
the windows in the colored church, comer of Leonard 
and Church streets.* Tbey also materially injured 
the colored church in Centre-street, near Anthony. 
The windows were broken, and the ulterior much 
damaged. The house of the minister, adjoining, 
Rev. Mr. Williams, shared no better fate. For one 
or two hours the mob were loft undisputed niastei'S 
of the ground. Four or five houses,. occupied by 
coloi'cd pei*sons, in Mulberry-street, were complete- 
ly despoiled. A colored barber, named Davis, in 
Orange-street;^ whose property to the amount of 
several hundred dollars was destroyed, fired four 
musket shots at the assailants, and wounded one 
man. 

The attacks of the mob, consisting of two to 
three thousand persons, in the neighborhood of the 
Five Points, were directed to all the houses known 
to be occupied by blacks. A dozen or more in 
Orange, Mulberry, Elm, and Centre streets, occu- 
pied by colored people, were more or less injured, 
the roofs torn from several, and the furniture they 
contained was either burned or broken to pieces. 
Among them was the "Mutual Relief Society Hall,'* 
in Orange-street. The house of a colored man in 
Leonard-street was forced open, and robbed of $192 



DISCLAIMER. 216 

in specie, four watches, and other articles. Other 
acts of wanton barbarity committed in the neigh- 
borhood, were reported in the newspapere. 

While the watchmen and peace officers were en- 
gaged in qnolliiig this mob, a third mob, amounting 
to some thousands, gathered in fi'ont of Arthur 
Tappan's store in Pearl-street, and threatened de- 
mohtion to that estabhshment. To accomplish their 
purpose the more readily, the crowd had caused a 
load of stones to be dumped near the store and had 
supplied thomsclves with brickbats fi'om the ruins 
of a recent lire in Pcarl-stroot, whicli they might 
have used with effect, had not Justice Lowndes, 
accompanied by a company of watchmen, appeared 
just as the attack began, when, after a few minutes, 
there was not a rioter to be seen. 

At two o'clock on Saturday iiionmig the riotci*s 
had generally dispci'sed, tliough the police and mili- 
tary were still on duty. The depredations, it was 
evident, were not committed by the same persons, 
but by different bodies. The tranquiUity was undis- 
turbed during Saturday and Sunday. 

On Saturday, July 12th, a handbill was posted 
in different parts of the city, as follows : 

AMERICAN ANTI-SIAVBllY SOCIETY— DISCLAIMER. 

Tlio undersigned, in belinlf of tbo executive committee of 
the "American Anti-Slftvery Society," and of other leading 
friends of the cause, now absent from the city, beg the atten- 
tion of thoir follow-citizcns to the following DiscLAntRR: 

1. Waontiroly diwlaini any desire to promote or encour- 
age intcrniurrijigCH between wliitc and colored persons. 

2, Wo discbiini, and uttiM-ly disapprove, the language of a 
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handbill recently cironlatod in this city, the tendency of 
which is thought to be to excite resistance to the laws. Onr 
principle is, tliat even liai'd laws are to be submitted to by all 
men, until they can by peaceable means be altered. 

8. We disclaim, as we have already done, any intention to 
dissolve the Union, or to violate tho coiiHtitiition and laws of 
the country; or to ask of Congress luiy act tmnsconding their 
constitutional powers; which the abolition of slavery by 
Congress, in any state, would plainly do. 

ARTHUR TAPPAN, 
JOHN RANKIN. 

On the 17th July, several members of the execu- 
tive committee of the American Anti-Slavery Socie- 
ty addressed a letter to Mayor Lawrence, in which 
they [uoscnlod a statement of facts, showing that 
thoy had neither done nor designed anything incon- 
sistent with their duty as patriots, as Christians, as 
friends of the Union, and of the peace and prosper- 
ity of the city. The letter concludes as follows : 

Having thus expressed our principles, and disclaimed a 
few of the numerous charges promulgated against us, we do 
not wish to trouble you, or the Common Council, with more 
detailed expositions, not being conscious that we ou^ht to 
recent or relinquish any principle or measure wo have adopt- 
ed, and being willing as free American citizens, to live and 
die by the constitution of our society, and the declaration of 
the National Anti-Slavery Convention. 

We herewith transmit to you a copy of each of the imb- 

lications issued by the society since its formation, and have 

the honor to be 

Your fcUow-citizcus, respectfully, 

ARTHUrt TAPPAN, 
JOHN RANKIN, 
E. WRIGHT, Jr., 
JOSHUA LEAVITT, 
Wn.LIAM GOODELL, 
LEWIS TAPPAN, 
New Yonx, Jnly 17, 1834. SAMUEL E. CORNISH. 
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" Tho communicatiou was treated with great con- 
tempt bj the Board of Aldermen, although a per- 
fectly respectful document," said the Evening Post, 

It is manifest that on effectual stop could have 
been put to the riotous proceedings had the pub- 
lic authorities been prompt and efficient in using the 
police force. Their culpable apathy was notorious. 
The maddened rioters, intoxicated with success, and 
beUeving that the magistracy of the city winked at 
the tumult, wore prcpai*cd to molest tho moneyed 
interests of the city, including the property of some 
of these magistrates. Then, and not till then, was 
the majesty of the law displayed; and the riot 
quickly subsided. 

The editor of the Courier and Enquirer, above 
all other editors of the daily press, had employed 
his ulniost skill to inflamo tho public miud and 
bruig about tho discomfiture of tho anti-slavery 
party. On Friday, July 11th, he said: "It is time 
for the reputation of the city and perhaps for the 
welfare of themselves, that these abolitionists and 
amalgamators should know the ground on which 
they stand. Now we tell them, that when they 
opoiily and publicly promulgate doctrines which 
outrage public feeUngs'they have no right to de- 
mand protection from the people they thus insult." 

This was said, while in the same paper, the edi- 
tor professed that it was "a painful task" to record 
ilio miscliicf ho himself had instigated. "Deeply 
indeed," he says, " is the state of things to be de- 
plored." Agaui, in his paper of JiJy 14th, ho 

10 
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stated : " On the whole, we trust the immediate 
abolitionists and amalgamators Avill now boo in tho 
proceedings of the lost few days, sufficient proof 
that the people of New York have determined to 
prevent the propagation among them of their wick- 
ed and absurd doctrines, much less to permit the 
practice of them. If wo have boon instmmontal in 
producing this desirable state of public feeling, we 
take pride in it. Let our political opponents make 
the most of the avowal. New York will henceforth 
not permit the ears of her people to be polluted by 
tenets that degrade Christianity, are an insult to 
common sense, and threaten the greatest disastera 
to tho inhabitiuitH of many of our HisUn* staloM.*' 

He goes on to say: "The indications of public 
indignation which have been exhibited against this 
church [Dr. Cox's] have induced six of the trustees 
to call upon us with a request that we would state 
to the public that of the nine tmstecs who represent 
the congi'cgation only mc approves of tho doctrines 
and opinions of Dr. Cox, and not one-fortieth of his 
congi'egation coincide with him on the subject of 
immediate abolition." 

During all this period, Mr. Tappan was enabled 
to retain his accustomed composure and firmness, 
carrying on his large business as usual, bent on dis- 
charging his duty fearlessly, as a citizen and Chris- 
tian, let the consequences to himself be what they 
might. He put his trust, not in an arm of flesh, but 
in that Being who causeth the wrath of man to 
praise him, while the remainder ho restrains. 
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The New York papers, with only one or two ex- 
ceptions, had denounced the abolitionists, and con- 
tinued to misrepresent them. The Courier and En- 
quv-eTf edited by James Watson Webb, was the most 
virulent, and the Oomimicud Advertiser, cilitcd by 
William L. Stone, the most unscrupulous, if possible, 
while the New York Times, the Journal of Commerce, 
the Ncto York Evening Star, the New York Mercan- 
tile Adverfuter, the Truth Teller, and Netv York Ob- 
ftei'ver, followed in the train, misroprosonting and 
abusing the abolitionists and the people of color. 

Bettor things wore expected of the American, 
edited by Charles King, whose family had professed 
to espouse the cause of freedom, but even he could 
now say: "The grand jury have tlieir duty to per- 
forin at tlio ))rcRont oxigoncy, and one of tlio fii-nt wo 
hold lo 1)0, to indict Dr. Cox, Mr. Tappau, and thoir 
associates as PUBLIC NUISANCES. Wo are 
credibly informed, that among our most respectable 
citizens there is testimony enough in relation to their 
share in the 'present shameful proceedings, to sus- 
tain a bill against them%'* 

Posterity will be sui [)rised that the editor of the 
Nciv Yoi'k Observer, a professed evangeUcal paper, 
should have published the following: "It is said 
iliat abolitionists agitato the subject of slavery in a 
way that endangers the safety of the South and 
the Union of the States. This is true. It is true 
that some of the most conspicuous of the aboUtion- 
ists are wild and reckless incendiaries, and if they 
should succeed in infusing their spuit into the moss 
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of tlio population at the North, civil war would bo 
excited in the South, and there would be an end at 
once to our happy union." 

While the city press generally, including one or 
more of the religious journals, was in violent opi>o- 
sition to the abolitionists, the New York Evening 
Post, a democratic political paper, edited by Will- 
iam Legqett, who was not at the time an abolition- 
ist, came out manfully in opposition to the riots, and 
to the quasi support given to them by the daily and 
weekly press, and in vindication of the colored peo- 
ple, and their friends. He said : " The fury of de- 
mons seems to have entered into the breasts of our 
nnsguided poimhico. Like those ferocious animals 
which, having once tasted blood, are seized with an 
insatiable thirst for gore, they have had an appetite 
awakened for outrage, which nothing but the most 
extended and indiscriminate destruction seems capa- 
ble of appeasing. The cabin of the poor negro, and 
the temple dedicated to the service of the living 
God, are alike the objects of their blintl fury. Tlie 
rights of private and public property, the obliga- 
tions of law, the authority of its ministers, and even 
the power of the military, are all equally spumed 
by these audacious sons of riot and disorder." 

Tlie progress this intiei)id and distinguished 
man afterwards made in anti-slavery principles is 
shown in a letter he addressed to a friend : 

Aylkmeub, Nkw PiOCiiELLE, N. Y., October 24, 1838. 

What I am most afmid of is, tlmt some of my fneuds, in 
their too earliest zeal, [referring to the Congressional eleetion 
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of 1838, when Mr. Leggett was a candicUiio iu tlio nomiuatiug 
committee,] will place me in a false position before the pab- 
jic on the slavery subject I am an abolitionist I bate 
slavery in all its foi*ms, degrees, and influences ; and I deem 
myself bound by the highest moral and imliticid obligations, 
not to lot that Kcntiniont of hate Ho dormant and smouldor- 
ing in my own breast, but to give it free vent, and let it 
blaze forth that it nuvy kindle equal ardor through the whole 
sphere of my influence. I would not have this fact disguised 
or mystified, for any ofBoe the people have it in their power 
to give. Rather, a thousand times rather, would I again 
mo<^t the dcnnnt'ialion.s of Tammany hall, and 1)0 ntigmatizod 
with all the foul ei>itliolH with which thoanti-alxilitiou vocab- 
iiLii-y abounds, tlian recant or deny one tittle of my creed. 
Abolition is, in my sense, a ncccssaiy and a glorious piu't of 
democracy ; and I hold the right and the duty to discuss the 
subject of slavery, and to expose its hideous evils in all its 
bearings, moral, social, and political, as of infinitely higher 
moment than to carry fifty sub- treasury bills. 

. . . And hero let me (uld, I would not, if I coiUd, have my 
name disjoiuod from abolitionism. To bo an abolitionist, is 
to bo an "incendiary" now. . , . The stream of public opin- 
ion now sets against us ; but it is about to tuni, and the re- 
gurgitation will bo trenunidouM. Proud in that day niay.well 
be the man who can float in triumph on the first refluent 
wave, swept onward by the deluge which he himself, in ad- 
vance of his fellows, had largely shared in occasioning. Such 
be my fate 1 and, living or dead, it will, in some measure, be 
mine. I have written my name in incfTaceable letters on the . 
abolition record, and whether the rewiu'd idtiniat(^Iy come iu 
the shape of honors to the living man, or a thbuto to the 
memory of a departed one, I would not forfeit my right to it 

for as many oflio^s as has in his gift, if each of them was 

greater than his own.® 

The following statement is furnished bj Bev. S. 
S. Jocelyn : 

Tho mldress of Mayor Lawrence, after the night of tlio 
• See 2d vol., pp. 335, "Life and Writings of Wm. Lcggctt" 
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]n<i1>, broiikin^ your fnrnituvo and Iniriiiu^ purt of il in iho 
street Imforo the honso, wiis posU^d nil iihont t lie ci ty. Tliongi i 
it C4i]led upon the citizens to pi'i^tuirvu law amd order, it rather 
influnicd tlie i)opulaoe by its reference to the ** misguided 
abolitionists," who, it was intimated, hod uttered inflammatory 
seiitiments, and were guilty of repn^houHibh^ (*ouduct Thtiso 
were indeed days of dm'kness. Satanic powt^r seeiuinl to piH)- 
Tail, reminding one of the liour of dnrkiu>88 at the tinu> of 
the betrayid and cruciiixion of Christ. Men's faces gathered 
blackness. Mr. Arthur Tappan, and othei*s of our nnml)er, 
were looked upon as public enemies, seeking to annihihvte 
all the valuable interests of the nation, all the (so called) 
sacred rights of the Southern States, and the commerce of 
the city. 

I recollect the fo4irful night when the mob in great forco 
threatened to breivk into Mr. Tappan's store, and destroy 
both proi)erty and life. I was in the store part of the time, 
and also minghul with the crowd, and lu^ard the mutterings. 
''These Tappans, Arthur and Lewis, are always making 
trouble ; they tried to get up Sunday mail laws ; now they 
ai*e engaged in abolition acts; ii is time they ipere stoppetU* 
It was noised about that there was a suflicient provision of 
arms and men in the store, and that Mr. Tnppan intended to 
nsoUluMU in defence of his property and right«. This did 
more to keep the ]>eaee than all the police or military f(*rces 
outside. The clerks in Mr. Tappan's employ, and several 
friends who volunteered their services, were in the store, fully 
armed, and ready to stand by the life and property of the 
assailed. 

During all this time Mr. Tappan was as firm as man 
could be. He moved about quietly and coolly, giving direc- 
tions, animating his friends by his bearing and words. 
While he placed all due reliance upon the force organized in 
the store, he evidently looked up to the God of the oppress- 
ed as his chief defender. On Saturday the bank direetora, 
and the pnucipnl merchants, began to be apprehensive for 
the safety of their own treasures and goods. The mob had 
become more and more emboldened and reckless, seeking 
not only to wreak their vengeance ui>on obnoxious individu- 
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filfl, bni io plunder the banks. Moneyed men were exceed- 
ingly frightened nt the apparent strength and violence of the 
mob, and the possible results of the storm that was raging, 
npon which they had hitherto looked with unconcern. 

Somo of tlio frionds of Mr. Tappau's family, who did not 
KyiiipHMiizmvilh him in liis aiitt-Klavory opiiiiouH, woroappro- 
lif usivo that liis life was in danger ; they recalled to his recol- 
lection tliat rewards were offered for his head, and that it 
was said, a vessel was prepared to take him South. To allay 
tlicir fears ho promised to spend tlie ensuing Lord's day in 
the country, and accordingly he left with me Saturday after- 
noon fi»r Poughkoopsio. Wo stopiKjd at the City hotel, 
att(*ndod chiuch, and returned to New York Monday 
morning. 

Mr. Tappan*s family lived at this time at Now Haven, and 
he had lodgings at the house in Cedar-street where I boarded. 
On our return from Ponghkeepsie we found soldiers stationed 
in our rooms. Wo were told that during Saturday night 
men wore seen Uirking about the house, and their conversa- 
tion was hoard l»y some of the inmates. Thoy seemed to bo 
<',oMcocl.inp: miHcliif^r, and at k*ngth agreed upon a time to 
come ngain and soizo Mr. Tappan. They came, but on see- 
ing Koldioi-H about, guarding the premises, they went away. 
On the S:ibbath also i)arties were seen hovering about ; but 
fearing, as it seemed, the armed force, no violence was 
attempted. Mr. Tappan went to his store on Monday as 
usual, and continued to do so daily, with the calmness becom- 
ing the great benevolent and Christian principles that ani- 
maUul him, filling his soul, and banishing all fears of conse- 
qucnc<»s. 

At one time I had a room contiguous to his at a boarding- 
houHo, and thoro was a door between them. Ho often invi- 
ivd mo into his aparlnu^nt, where wo mxi and scmietimos 
prayed together. The childlike simplicity and deep rever- 
ence of his prayera were peculiar. I saw him occasionally 
also in liiH bon.s(\ IliH tenderness and courtesy in domestic 
life wore very happy. Both he and Mra. Tappan sympa- 
thized with and Jiided me in my labors among the colored 
[>eoplo. 1 always hiul a most wclcomo rcc(^ptiou from them, 
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mul nil ilioir fiiinily. His lufliionco was liiglily fqiiniiial, aiuI 
blcusoil to liiB fiunilyiuul those iiitiiuiito friomlii, who bent 
know how to approouito liis excellent traits of ohoracter. 

The brevity and explicitneas of his style of conyersation 
were in harmony with his mode of speaking, either as a pre- 
siding officer of A public mooting, or a chtiirmon. of a com- 
mittee, thongli whon perfectly released from care, ho could 
be for a time fluent, and no stranger to humor, enjoying a 
stroke of pleasant wit, ospedally if it liad a good moral ele- 
ment 

The Ohnroh of Christ, with all its defects, was dear to 
him, and hence his fidelity to it in endeavoring to remove its 
blemishes, csx)ccitdly the giant sin of slavery and the sin of 
ooste, which was so exceeding great at the North. Qod, who 
heard his prayei's, pormitteil him as well as ourselves to soo 
tlie day of dulivcrance to the slave and the nation, and to wit- 
ness a gi'oat cliango for the hotter, in the churtslicH' on thcMO 
fuUijocU. Foruioi'ly, instcoil of rogiu'd for ai; ti-Hlavory oiTorts, 
many of them exhibited decided opposition. A great ohango 
for the better, but still how slow the abolition of caste 1 I 
have often witnessed his sensibility whon convorKiug upon 
the >vrongs and sufforiug't of others, aed lomember well lua 
deep emotion, even shedding tears, oa hcannf; btmteraonts of 
the Olir'stian Cunimisaion dunng ttio Uvii ma. 
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XIII. 

Mr. Tafpan took great interest in the election o 
Rov. Dr. Lyman Beoclior of Boston to be tlio seuio' 
professor of Lone Seminary, near Cincinnati. I< 
was owing to him chiefly that the appointment tool 
place. For many years ho had been desirous oi 
promoting education at the West, especially ol 
young men for the Christian ministiy in the vallo} 
of the Mississippi. It was. therefore with peculiar 
gi*atification that he had induced a man of such 
eminent qualifications to assume the oversight oJ 
this theological school. His satisfaction was much 
incroas<Ml when ho loarncd that a largo number of 
the studouls of Oneida Institute, in the stato of 
New York, had decided to resort to Lane Seminary 
to prosecute their studies. He encouraged the 
trustees in the enterprise, and held out to them 
expectations of liberal pecuniary aid. 

While the students were pui-suing their studies 
with energy and success, and interesting themselves 
in the great topics of the day, preparatory to enter- 
ing upon the duties and responsibilities of Ufe, the 
anti-slaveiy cause, among other questions, came up 
for discussion. The students had already formed 
"sociotios for diflc^cnt objects, such as, for Liquiry 
on Missions, for Mutual Improvement, a Bible Socie- 
ty, n Furoign Miusiuu Society, a Oolouizaliou Sucio- 

10* 
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tj, and a society for Miscellaneous Discussion. 
These societies had been foi*med withont the for- 
mality of asking permission either of the faculty ot 
the trustees. Neither body took any exception to them. 
Wlien the students saw fit to add to the numlH3r an 
Anti-Slavery Society they submitted to Dr. Beecher, 
at his request, the preamble and constitution. Ho 
expressed his entire approbation of tlioir spirit and 
sentiments. 

The anti-slavery and the colonization questions 
had become exciting ones throughout the whole 
country, and the students deemed it to bo their duty 
thoroughly to examine them, in view of their bear- 
ing upon thoir future responsibilities as ministers of 
the gospel. Tho condition of the coIoixkI people in 
the neighborhood, many of whom had escaped from 
bondage in the adjacent states, added to the interest 
felt in these questions. 

Tlie tinistees became alarmed, fearing a loss of 
interest in the seminary, a loss of funds, and a loss 
of students. Tho professors, though generally sym- 
pathizing with the students, shared to some extent 
the apprehensions of the trustees, and were unwill- 
ing to oppose tliom. l?liey advised the students not 
to discuss either the anti-slavery or the colonization 
question, as the subjects wore exciting, and the dis- 
cussion of them would be likely to excite opposition 
in the neighborhood, and might result in serious 
differences among the students themselves. A com- 
mittee of students waited on the faculty, and ex- 
pressed to them thoir coniidonco, that they could 
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discuss grave moral questions, of deep public inter- 
est, without quarrelling among themselves; they 
also stated that they should feel it their duty to 
go forward in the discussion, if it was not prohib- 
ited. They were assured that no prohibition was 
intended. The discussion therefore proceeded, and 
was conducted with almost entire unanimity. 

The trustees soon expressed a determination to 
prevent all further discussion of the comparative 
nioriLs of the policy of the Colonization Society, 
and Iho doclrino of innncdiato emancipation, either 
in the recitation rooms, the rooms of the students, 
or at the public table; although no objection hod 
previously been made to the free discussion of 
any subject whatever. During the vacation that 
followed, in the absonoo of a majority of the profes- 
sors, this purporfo was framed into a law,. or rule, 
of the seminary, and obedience to it required from 
alL 

The trustees laid down the doctrine that ''no 
associations or societies ought to be allowed in the 
seminary, except such as have for their immediate 
object, improvement in the prescribed course of 
studies." This was followed by an order in these 
words : " Ordered that the students be required to 
discontinue those societies [the Anti-slavery and 
Colonization societies] in the seminary." 

Wlien this arbitrary order of the trustees was 
passed, Dr. Beecher was on a jouniey to New Eng- 
land, in the interest of Lone Seminary. In the 
healing of thousands, at Boston, New York, and 
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other places, he had spoken of the students in high 
terms. "Tliey are," ho said, "a sot of noble men, 
whom I would not at a venture exchange for any 
others." Professor Stowe also " had vindicated the 
character of the students, assorted tlich* diligenco 
in study, their respectful demeanor towards the 
faculty, their obedience to law, and their Christian 
deportment." 

On his return to the West, and while in New 
York, Dr. Beecher invited several prominent aboli- 
tionists to meet him and Bev. Dr. Skinner, at the 
Tract House, on subjects gi'owiiig out of the recent 
discussions at Lane Sominaiy. Accowlingly, Avtliur 
Tappan, John lliinkiu, S. S. Jocolyn, S. E. OOr- 
nish, and several others attended. Dr. Beecher 
stated that he had confeiTcd with leading men, in 
Boston and elsewhere, with respect to tlie difficul- 
ties between the trustees and the students, and he 
had invited the present meeting to see if tlio dis- 
cordance between anti-shivcry men and coloniza- 
tionists could not be harmonized; Ue said that he 
did not think the differences were so great that this 
could not be eifected without material sacrifices of 
opinion and feeling. Both parties, he added, be- 
lieved slavery to be an evil, and both desired its 
removal, if it could bo od'eclcd peacefully and on 
riglitocms pvinci[>les. 

Dr. Skinner also expressed a hope that conten- 
tion would cease, and that Christian men, who aimed 
to promote the welfare of the colored race, would no 
longer be at variance on subjects of so much im- 
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portanco, and wLicIi myolvod the peace of Uie coun- 
try and the world. 

They were replied to by Mr. Tappan, and other 
friends of the anti-slavery cause present. They 
stated the principles and aims of the two societies, 
and the measures that had been pursued by them, 
showing that both in principle and conduct, they 
were diverse and in direct opposition. One of them 
considered slaveholding a crime against man and a 
sin against God; that the goveiimient hod been 
founded on the doctrine of the equality of man be- 
fore the law; that Christianity inculcated love to 
om* fellow-men, and discarded prejudice, alienation, 
and tyranny in all their forms; that this country 
was the birthplace and homo of tho colored man, 
bond and fi*ee, and that here he should be allowed 
his fi'oodoin, his civil and religious riglits; that 
coercing him, directly or indirectly, to leave tho 
counlry was inhuman and imchristion; and that 
genuine love to the people of color would best be 
manifested in administering to their comfort and 
welfare on then* native soil. 

Colonizationists, on the other hand, while pro- 
foRHing to si^nd to Liberia only those who went >vith 
their own consent, offered, in fact, to the colored 
people, merely a choice between two evils, and choos- 
ing either, instead of being a benefit to them, was 
opposed no less to humanity than to the constitu- 
tion of ilu^ Colonization Society iLsolf. The society 
Utul its origin, and main support in prejudice against 
color; this liivsto feeling was strengthened by it; 
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sending to Africa ignorant slaves, emancipated for 
the special purpose, and a degraded portion of the 
free people of color, did not tend to the civilization 
and elevation of themselves, or the people of tliat 
country. Intemperance and war were both fostered 
by sending rum and guns with the expatriated peo- 
ple; and the existence of the Colonization Society 
was a hinderance to the prevalence of anti-slavery 
sentiments. The discussions were earnest but mu- 
tually respectful and kind. The two reverend gen- 
tlemen were assured that all tliey had said had been 
attentively considered and weighed, but it did not 
remove objections to the Colonization Society, or 
lesson attiichinout to the anti-slavery cause. 

Dr. Beecher expressed very great surprise and 
disappointment. Being pressed on the subject of 
the recent coui-se of the trustees of Lane Seminary, 
in forbidding discussions on the slavery question, he 
in the most emphatic manner dcclnrod that their 
action did not meet his approbation, as he believed 
in the absolute right of the students to confer 
together and discuss the subject of slavery and 
colonization. He also said he would never consent 
to the suppression of such discussion in the Seminary. 

The meeting was closed by a most appropriate 
and fervent prayer, oflbred by the colored, brother, 
Mr. Cornish, suggested, as was felt, by the Holy 
Spirit. He alhided ^vith deep pathos, to the wrongs 
inflicted upon his people, to the wicked prejudice 
and sufferings under which they groaned, to the 
gratitude they felt in hope of deliverance through 
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friends raised up to plead and defend their cause, 
to the iujuiious influence of other schemes in creat- 
ing hostility to the countiy and to Christianity, and 
ho implored the benediction of the Almighty uix)n 
the advocates of his people, then present, and all of 
similar heart and mind throughout the land. Mr. 
Tappan and the other brethren felt greatly sti*ength- 
ened and refreshed by such an utterance. It seemed 
as if the whole body of the people of color was 
pleading at tho Throne of Grace. 

Dr. Beecher returned to Lane Seminary. He 
f(mnd that tho trustees were resohite, tho faculty 
fearful and undecided, and the students determined 
and unyielding, repudiating the doctrine laid down 
by tho trustees, and the "order" based upon it. Dr. 
Beecher said the "order" could not be repealed at 
pr('..S(Mit, and advised tho studentH to remain in 
oxpoctaliou that it jnight ore long be disregarded. 
Thoy replied that their self-respect and future use- 
fulness would not allow of their obedience to the 
"order," or of their remaining members of a sem- 
inary, one of whose laws they should be constrained 
to violate. In what they had already done, they 
had violated no law of tho seminary, they had made 
no failure in their duty as students ; and in view of 
tlio assurance that tho law or rule would not be 
repealed, ihey asked and received honorable dis- 
missions to any seminary they might desire to unite 
with, and withdrew fiom Lane Seminary, publish- 
ing a "Statement of Reasons," to which fifty-one 
Ktndoiils attached then* signaliu'es. 
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It is on admirable prodaction, both in temper 
and argument, and concludes as follows : 

"Finally, vre would respectfully remind the trus- 
tees, that even though students of a theological 
seminary, we should be treated as men — ^tliat men, 
destined for the service of the world, need, above all 
things in such an age an tliis, the pure and impar- 
tial, the disinterested and magnanimous, the un- 
compromising and fearless — ^in combination with 
the gentle and tender spirit and example of Christ; 
not parleymg with wrong, but calling it to repent- 
ance; not flattering the proud, but pleading the 
cause of the ]ioor. And wo record Uio hope that 
the gloriouH Htand tiikoii upon llio subject of din- 
cussion, and up to the close of the last session, 
maintained by the institution may be early resumed, 
that so the triumph of expediency over right may 
soon terminate, and Lane Seminary be again re- 
stored to the gloiy of its beginning. 

"CiNCiUNATi, Deo. 15, 18:W." 

Dr. lliHMjlicr rogi'ottod the decision of the stu- 
dents, but he did not exercise Uie ^visdom and firm- 
ness that the exigency required. He might have 
thrown himself into the breach, and said to the 
tnisteos: "I have never had such an opportunity; 
I cannot be sopiti-ated from such 'noble men;' you 
must repeal the 'order,' or I shall feel constrained 
to put myself at the head of these students and 
lead them elsewhere." Had he done this, he might 
have saved the seminary from the loss of such a 
band of moral heroes, and gained to himself a repu- 
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tation beyond any tiling that lie liad previously 
acquired. 

But, on the contrary, he acquiesced in the arbi- 
trary rule of the trustees. A truly noble and fear- 
less man in many respects, the opposition that 
prevailed at the seminary and throughout the coun- 
try scouicd to ovorcomo him. Boni to be a leader, 
imder some circumstances, tliis eminent man failed 
at this time in an essential attribute of leadership 
of morjJ and religious ontorprisos. Ho had pre- 
viously avowed in his lectures at the seminary, as 
wjus \indoi*slo()d, that true wisdom consists in advo- 
cating a cause only so far as t/ie community tvill 
sustain the reformer. Is this Christian philosophy? 
Does it accord with the conduct of Uio prophet 
Daniel, or that of the martyrs and confcssoi-s of 
anc.i(uit tiiiKSM? Is it possible that Iho gloiiliod 
spirit of Bki*X!11KH now approves such a sentiment? 

Mr. Tappan, though ho anticipated good results 
from the decision of the students, was greatly dis- 
appointed at the course taken by the trustees and 
the faculty. He had induced Dr. Beecher to leave 
a field of usefulness in Boston, to assume a post 
deemed second to none other in its prospective use- 
fulness; he had promised to endow a professoi*ship, 
or what was equal to it; he placed a high value 
upon the students who had repaired to the institu- 
tion to place themselves under the theological and 
ethical teachings of "a master in Israel;" and his 
blight anticipations were, for the moment, eclipsed. 
J)iit good ollon proceeds from seeming evil. Prov- 
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idence had provided an asylum for the students, 
who had also met with a griovons disappoiutnioiit; 
and the patron and the students soon rejoiced 
together. 

It was natural that Mr. Tappan should feel 
grieved that one on whom he had so greatly relied, 
one with such rich endowments, with such zoal, 
eloquence, and influence, one who had so "earnestly 
contended for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints,'* should, when all these qualifica- 
tions seemed gifts of God to be called into exercise 
at such a crisis, have been restrained by his ^dow of 
expediency, overlooking, as would seem, the oxam- 
l>lo of those who said: "Wo ought to obey (hnl 
rather than men." 

He the more regretted it because it seemed to 
be the settled policy of his clerical friend, with 
regard to moral reforms, as will appear from the 
following statement. At a time subsequent to the 
departure of the students from Lane Seminary, Dr. 
Beecher called at the store of Mr. Tappan, where 
he was remonstrated with for the course he had 
taken at that institution. He justified it, and said, 
"The anti-slavery doctrines, if tnie, ought not to 
be pushed to such an extremity.*' He was respect- 
fully asked, "If, doctor, when you preached your 
sermons on intemperance, many years since, you 
had known all the principles connected with the 
temperance reform that you now know, would you 
not have divulged and enforced them at the time ?" 
Fie replied, "I would not liave done it.** 
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Mr. Tappan, belieying that what is right is the 
highest expediency, cousidered that a golden op- 
portunity had been lost by tliis venerable man to 
achieve increased influence and more extensive nse- 
fnhicKs. Li view of the liistory of Lane Seminary 
and Oberlin College impartial men will decide. 

The following letter from Theodobe D. Weld, 
who was one of the students of Lane Seminary, 
gives interesting facts in relation to the exodus of 
the students, besides his estimate of Mr. Tappan's 
chanicter : 

IIydn Pakk, Moral., Juii. 1,1870. 

.... I cliorish ibo momory of Arthur Tappnn with deep 
reverence, and garner it among my most precious things. 
So simple in all his tastes and habits, so quiet and modest, 
yet so firm, indciH'ndeut, and conscientious, that nothing 
could Rwcrvo him from the right — so careful and deliberate 
in forming cnnrhinions, yot instiutt and indoniitnldo in ox- 
c<;iiting. l«kMinoHiind in spending, yet lUways bountiful 
in giving. So faithfnl and true, so scrupulously just in all 
things. Never seeking his own ; of few words, each straight 
to the iK)int, and that a deed, and how often a great one ; so 
earnest in daring for the weak against the strong. The race 
has a right to know more of one of its great benefactors ; 
and I rejoice that it is about to get through you some part 
of its due. 

You asked me what I know about Arthur Tappan's prom- 
ise to Mr. Vail of $10,000 for Lane Seminary. I find that 
I cannot recall the details with suHicient accuracy to sot tlie 
whole niattiu* right, and thoreforo had best not attempt it. 
I liiul the facts from Mr. Vail, and from your brother, and 
distinctly recall the fact that to me, it seemed perfectly clear 
that, under the circumstances, your brother was fully jnsti- 
Aod in tiiUing the coui-ko that he did.* 

o A fornior professor writes : "Air I know in respect to Mr. 
ArUuir TiippiurH HuhKcriptioii to the funds of Jjiuio Somiuary, is 
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Ton (utkcHl mo ii> hUxIq what I kuoNv of Iiih qxUh to tlio 
coIoi'cmI tuibook of Ciiuuinniti. "NVIion tho luiti-Hlivvory Ktii- 
deuts of Ldino Somiuary established tivoiiiiig-scboolH for the 
adults, and day-sohools for the children of the three thou- 
sand colored of Cincinnati, yonr brother wrote to me, saying 
in substance, "Draw on mo for whattjvcr is necessary for 
the schools, teachers, hoiischire, books, etc." 

As the students were occupied with their studies and 
recitations in tho daytime, it was nccossiu'y for them to get 
others to teach the day-schools, and as none but earnest 
abolitionists would teach negroes gratuitously, or were fit 
for the work, your brother paid the travelling expenses to 
Cincinnati of a number of young ladies from central New 
York, and of others from Northern Ohio for that purpose. 
The young ladies declined all compensation for teaching, 
and your brother paid their board. 

The amount that he advanced for the nse of the schools, I 
have now no nicaiiH of Htjvting. Ah soon iih Mr. Ta^ipan hojtrd 
that the trustees of Lane Seminary had passed a law dissolv- 
ing the Anti-slavery Society, and prohibiting anti-slavery 
discussions, and that the students, finding that the faculty 
wpuld enforce the action of the trustees, were preparing to 
withdraw to a neighboring village, he wrote to me enclosing 
a dmft for a thousand dollai*8, to be expended in hiring a 
building whore thoy might room, in buying such books as 
they might need, and in paying for their board, etc. The 
letter also empowered mo to draw on him at sight for what- 
ever they might need in addition, during the autumn and 

what was repeatedly stated, and I believe published, that it 
amounted to ten thousand dollars. It was said that he proposed 
to secure it, but Mr. Vail, the agent, regarded this as unnecessary ; 
and that it was not paid simply because he became unable to do 
so in consequence of his financial embaii*assments. Mr. John 
Tappan states : "Brother Arthur subscribed, I think, fifteen thou- 
sand dollura, and wiih the originator of Dr. Beecher's going to 
Lane Seminai'y. He failed before he was called upon for payment, 
after Dr. Beccher had left. I afterwards paid half of the amount, 
viz. $7,50U, and refen-ed Dr. Beeoher to fiiends and connections 
for the rest of it." 
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winter, or until some permanent provision for completing 
their conrse might be mode. He also requested tlint all who 
decided to return to their friends, or to go to other institu- 
tions, and were in need of funds, shoiUd bo provided with 
whatever wfts rcqnisito. As I cnU^rcd the Anti-slavery lec- 
turing field in Ohio soon after, I do not know whnt other 
amounts were forwarded by your brother to help classmates 
in tlieir Anti-slavery Patmos at Gumminsville. 

Heartily sorry that I cannot help you, my dear long time 
friend, in your labor of love, and with ever vivid memories 
of our associate labors in the blessed old cause — oUi yet for 
over new, I am ever faithfully yours, 

Lkwis Tappan. TllJiODOBB D. WELD. 

Ml*. Tappau, uotwitlistaudiug his agency in 
bringing about the removal of Dr. Beecber from 
Boston to Cincinnati, and bis giief at separating 
from one wbose cbaracter and services be bad beld 
in bigb estimation, and fi'om wbose labors at Lane 
Sominary lie bad anticipated large results, felt com- 
p(»llcd to take tbe part of the students. He fur- 
nisbcd many of tbem witb moans of reacbing otber 
institutions, or of prosecuting a winter's study in a 
neigbboring village. A large number of tbem made 
anangements to repair to Oberlin Seminary, Obio, 
having received satisfactory assurances tbat no at- 
tempt would be made tbere to prevent fiee discus- 
sion, or oppose tlio resolution of tbe students to. 
repudiate caste, and treat tbe colored people, in tbe 
seminary and out of it, as equal witb tbemselves 
before tbe law and tbe gospel. He resolved to 
afford tboni all tbe aid in bis power in building up 
f\\. tbat ]>lac(\ a school of tbe prophets. He pro- 
vailod on tbo llov. Charles 0. I'inney to succeed 
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Dr. Beeclier, as the spiritual guide and instructor 
of the students. With the twelve thousand dollars 
he contributed, a spacious brick building was erect- 
ed at Oberlin, which in honor of him, the trustees 
named ?'Tappan Hall."* 

He promised additional aid, but his adverse cir- 
cumstancos prevented the fnlfiluHmt of his intim- 
tions. This was a source of extreme regi*et to him, 
as well as the officers and students. Providence, 
however, raised up other benefactors, and a collegi- 
ate as well as tlieological department was organ- 
ized. The number of students increased from year to 
year, able and self-denying instructors were secured, 
multitudes of young persons of both sexes received 
instruction, revivals of religion occurred every year, 
and the histoiy of the institution shows clearly that 
the Holy Spirit guided the founders, and has made 
it a name and a praise in the whole land. 

At the "breaking up" at Lane Seminary, and 
while Mr. Finney was preaching at the Broadway 
Tabernacle in the city of New York, he was solicited 
to go to Oberlin. • He has narrated the facts in a 
letter to the compiler as follows : 

Arthub Tappan proposed that I should go West long 
enough to get the students into the ministry ; and lie offered 
to pay all the bills. He was very oanioHt in this request, 
but I did not see how I could leave New York, as I felt great 
reluctance to leave the Tabernacle, and told him that I did 
not see my way clear unless sufHcicnt funds should be guai*- 
anteed. . . . Messi-s. J. J. Shepherd and Asa Mahan came to 
New York to persuade me to go to Oberlin, as professor of 

o Suu Appendix 7, for resolutions on deccuso of Mr. Tappan. 
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theology. The proposal met the view of Arthur and Lewis 

Tappfin The brethren in New York offered to endow 

professorships if I would spend half of each year in Oberlin. 
I offered to go on two conditions : 1, that the trustees should 
never interfere with the internal regulations of the school, 
and 2, that wc should be allowed to receive on equal footing 

colorcil students The trustees hml a great struggle to 

overcome their prejudices. The brethren in New York 
agreed in an hour or two to endow eight professorships. 

Brotlier Arthur Tappan's heart was as large as all New 
York, and I might say as large as the world. He was a small 
man in stature, but he had a mighty heart. .... When I 
laid the coho thuH before hint ho said : "Brother Finney, my 
iiicomo, I will UA\ f/<m on thin (M;cii8ion, avorogeH about a hun- 
dred llioitHiuid (lul]ai*s a year. Now if you will go to Oberlin, 
take hold of the work, and go on and see that the buildings 
are put up, and a library and every thing provided, I will 
pledge myself to give my entii'e income, except what I want 
to provide for my family, till 3'ou are beyond pecuniai-y want. " 
Havinf:^ p<^rfoct conPHhuieo in l)r«ther Tiippau, I said, "That 
will (li> ; tlniH far the diniciiltics are out of tiio way." 

Mr. Fiunoy further states : 

It was agreed between myself and my church that I 
should spend my wintera in New York, and my summers at 

Oberlin When this was arranged I took my family 

to Oberlin ; the students of Lane Seminary came and the 
tniHtccs put up barracks or shanties, in which they were 
lodged. Students soon flocked here. I was authorized to get 
a large tcuit. ... a hiuidred feet in diameter. There was a 
streamer at the top, on which was written in large char- 
acters, "Holiness to tub Lobd." The text was of gi*eat 
B^^rvicc. Arthur Tuppan sjiid : " I want the institution to be 
known. Collect what money you can, and spread the knowl- 
edge of your enterprise through your agencies as far as you 
can. I do not want you to spreml an abolition flag, but 
au'vy out your di^sign of rocoiving colored sUufents ui)on 
the same conditions that you do white students ; and see 
that the work bo not taken out of the hands of the faculty, 
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and spoiled by the trtistocs, as was the case at Lane Sem- 
iiiaiy. Jnst let it l)o knowu that you thus m:oivo students, 
and work your own way ou, the best you can. Qo and put 
up your building as fast as possible, and for whatever defiU 
cienoy of funds there may bo, after making efforts through 
.your agents, you may draw on luo, and I will honor your 
drafts to the extent of my income from year to year." 

I came on the ground with this undoi'sttuiding ; but it 
was further undorMtood between brother Tapinin and myself, 
that his pledge should not be made km)wn to the ti'ustees, 
lest they should fail to make due efforts as lie desired, not 
merely to collect funds, but to make the wants and objects of 
the institution known throughout the land. .... We pushed 
on. The location was bad, and it cost thousands of dollars 
to overcome obstacles. . . . 

By the commercial crash of 1837, brother Tappan and 
nearly all the num Avho had snbsca'ibod the fiindn for the 
support of the facidty were prostnvlod. Wo were without 
funds for the support of the faculty, and fifty thousand dol- 
lars in debt, without any prospect that we could see of ob- 
taining funds from the friends of the college in this coun- 
try. Brother Tappan wrote to me at this time, acknowl- 
edging the promise he had made me, and expressing the 
dot^poKt rogn^t that he was wholly unable to fullil his pU>dgo. 
Our nece.s.si ties Avere th(m great and to hunmn view itmnuued 
as if the college must bo a failure. We had to resort to new 
subscriptions. 

Mr. Finney, in relating afterwards the difficulties 
with Hudson College and Mr. Coe, said : " Arthur 
Tappan wrote to put me on my guard against going 
to- Hudson. I found his prediction verified and 
declined going to Hudson."* 

At the time the students were meditating upon 
the subject of repairing to Oberlin, the views of the 
trustees and faculty were not settled on the subject 

Soo Appendix 8, for letter from Mr. Fiuuoy. 
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of reccivmg colored students, and treating them as 
cqiml in all respects with white students. Though 
they were Christians considerably in advance of the 
prevailing sentiment of the churches, they had not 
wholly rcnoimced the hateful prejudice against the 
people of color that so generally prevailed in the 
country and in the chm-ches. The Lane Seminary 
students were fully aware of this, and determined 
not to go to Obcrlin until both free discussion 
and the light treatment of colored students were 
fully secured. 

The subject so enhsted the feeUngs of the pious 
inhabitants of Oberlin, that earnest and persevering 
prayer was offered, especially by a band of godly 
women. The result was an acquiescence if not 
entire harmony of views in the board of tinistecs, 
and the adopliou of a resolution that students 
should b(*. rocoived and treated irrespective of color. 
It wjvs also decided that in the boarding-houses and 
elsewhere, no observances should be allowed that 
infringed upon this rule. Caste has found no asy- 
lum or toleration at Oberlin since that day. 

Mr. Tappan made no effort to have the seminary 
an abolition insiitutiou, in such a sense tis to exclude 
diff(ncnces of opinion and free discussion. He had 
no desire to force confonnity to the pruiciples or 
rules of the majority ; but he did insist as a condition 
of receiving his patronage, that students should bo 
admit ted irrespective of color, that entire freedom 
should be alloMcd on the anti-slavery question, and 
that a high order of religious instruction should bo 

11 
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given, especially in favor of revivals of religion. He 
would be tolerant, but never submit to Uio "gag- 
ging" principle. It was not his nature, and it was 
abhorrent to his principles. 

The ex})eriment of having youth of both sexes 
taught in the same institution had also his entiro 
approbation, and its great success at Oberlin pleased 
him to the end of his days. Had his prosperity con- 
tinued, Oberlin would have had no more liberal 
patron. He loved the self-denying professors for 
their sound principles, firm adherence to them, and 
rejoiced with them in the success of their labora and 
in the evidences of Divine favor in answi^r to their 
prayers, and the prayers of others. 
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XIV. 

TnE mob spirit that was inteuclod to put an end 
to the anti-slavery agitation seemed to extend and 
increase it. Its abettors might have foreseen this, 
had they not been blinded by passion. Neither phi- 
lanthropy nor religion can be put down by such 
excesses. Daniel Webster, in his celebrated speech 
at Niblo*s Garden, New York, in adverting to the 
anti-slaveiy agitation, ac^vertised his hearers that it 
was in vain to contend against the religious senti- 
ment of a people. And a doctor of the law, of an- 
cient times, proclaimed the same truth : " Te men 
of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to 

do as touching these men llcdain from 

these men, and let them alone ; for if this counsel 
or this work be of men, it will come to naught ; but 
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply 
ye be found even to fight against God." 

The slaveholders at the South and their North- 
em allies exerted themselves to put an extinguisher 
upon the flame that was diirnsiug its light over the 
whole land. Buffianism for the time seemed to have 
the ascendency. " Southrons," as they proudly 
called themselves, attempted to overawe all at the 
South who had or were suspected to have anti-sla- 
very proclivities ; while pensonally, or by their North- 
em allies, they stirred up violence at the North. 
Northern merchants and poUticians vied with their 
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Southern coiTespondcuts aud coadjutoi*s in efforts 
to pat a stop to inquiries and discussions tliat 
brought the *' institution *' into suspicion and hatred. 
A gentleman of New York, who owned a store in 
Charleston, S. C, received a letter from that city, as 
follows : " If you are seen going into Tappan's, Han- 
kin's,* or any abolitionist's, vong<».anco will bo ]Mnirod 
out on your now flourishing establishment in Charles- 
ton. By order of the Select Committee." 

^^ A record made in the private journal of a mem- 
ber of the anti-slavei7 committee, of September 21, 
1835, says : " Tliere is a nimor that (me huiuhrd ihov^ 
saml (lotlars are offered for Arthur Tappan and Lewis 
Tap]mn, to bo d<'.livored in sojno shiv<^ states and that 

. two pilot-boats are in the harbor from the South." 
In the New Odeuns Bee was the following notice : 
"Fifty dollars reward for Aiihur. He may be 
known by being in the habit of preaching among 
slaves." This was probably meant as a pasquinade, 
to satirize rumors of large rewards being actually 
offcirod. It was b(iliov(Ml, however, that rewards of 
considerable sums were offered, and that plans were 
on foot for the abduction of Mr. Tappan. 

Several of his friends called at his store to in- 
quire into the matter, and asked if he was not 
alanned. They were assured that ho had gi'eat 
composure ; that ho did not think any attempt 

o Tlio late John llnnkin. Esq., mcrcliunt of New York, who 
was the firKt treasnrer of the American Anti-Shivery Society, and 
who for many 3'ears contributed to its funds $1,200 per annum. 
He was a steadfast friend of the cause, and died in 18G9, in the 
eightieth year of his ago. 
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woiild be made to carry liim off; that fear was use- 
less ; and he trusted in Qod. 

Not long after, a report- was in cii'culation that 
was believed, that a pilot-boat was in the harbor of 
Now York, from Savannah, Ga., and feai*s were 
expressed by several citizens that jjossibly, and not 
improbably, a plan was on foot to kidnap some of 
the abohtionists. It was evident that the slave- 
holdci-s and tlicir Northern allies intended at least 
to fiigliton tliom. To jin inquiry, " Are the mcmbei*s 
of the an U-slavory committee alarmed?" the answer 
was, " Not at all. Tlioy hold their meetings at the 
anti-slaveiy ofiSce regularly, transact the business 
on hand, and have no intention to cease their oper- 
ations." 

The daily press, with some exceptions, instead 
of attempting to allay popidar feiment, lent its aid 
in denouncing the abolitionists and encoiu'aging the 
violence of Southern men. Meantime efforts were 
made by " Northern merchants with Southern prin- 
ciples" to injure Mr. Tappan's business, by per- 
suading Southern merchants not to purchase his 
goods, and to combine their hifluence to break him 
down. 

Intelligence soon reached the city that great 
excitement prevailed at Charleston, S. G. A mob 
had robbed the postoffice of that city of a quantity 
of anti- slavery publications, Jidy 29, 1836, and 
buriHHl thorn in the Htreet, together with effigies of 
Pr. Sanmel H. Cox, William Lloyd Garrison, and 
Aithiir Tappan. The news stiired up sympathizers 
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in Now York, who renewed their reproaclies against 
tlio ubolitioniHtR, an<l thoro wcro apprchonsionH on 
the part of many people of mob violence. It was 
alleged, contrary to tlie fact, that the abolitionists 
had sent largo quantities of their publications to 
Charleston, with "incendiary" pictures, to be dis- 
tributed to the slaves. Mr. Tappan suggested to 
the committee the propriety of issuing a calm and 
resolute statement of facts, to allay the excitement 
at the North, occasioned by the false representations 
on the subject. Accordingly, an address To the 
PuDLTO, wi'itton by Judge Jay, was published in 
pamphlet form and in the religious newspapers, 
and widely circulated. It set forth the distinguish- 
ing sentiments of the anti-slaveiy party, and ex- 
pUcitly disclaimed the charges so industriously 
made against it, concluding as follows: 

"Such, fellow-citizens, are our principles. Are 
they unworthy of republicans and Christians? Or 
are they in truth so atrocious, that, in order to pre- 
vent their diflusion, you are youi-selvos willing to 
suiTender at the dictation of others the inviolable 
privilege of free discussion, the very birthright of 
Americans? Will you, in order that the adminis- 
trations of slavery may be concealed fi*om pubUc 
view, and that the capital of your republic may 
continue to be, as it now is, under the sanction of 
Congress, the great slavemart of the American con- 
tinent, consent that the general government, in ac- 
knowledged defiance of the Constitution and laws, 
shall appoint, throughout the length and breadth of 
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your land, ten ihousand censors of the press, each 
of whom shall have the right to inspeot every docu- 
ment jou may commit to the postoffice, and to sup- 
press eyeiy pamphlet and newspaper, whether reli- 
gious or iK)litical, which in his sovereign pleasure 
he may adjudge to contain an incendiary article? 
Surely we need not remind you that if you submit 
to such an encroachment on your Uberties, the days 
of our repubUc are numbered, and that although 
abolitionists may be the fii'st, they will not be the 
hist victims ofTered at the shrine of arbiti*ary power. 

"AUTUUn TAITAN. Piumideht. 
"JOHN BANKIN, Tbiusuubb. 
"WILLIAM JAY, Ssa Fob. Gob. 
«* ELIZUB WBIGHT, Jr., Sio. Don. Gob. 
"ABRAHAM L. COX, M. D.. Bsa Saa 
"LEWIS TAPPAN. 
"JOSHUA LEAVITT, 
"SAMUEL E. COUNISH, 
"SIMEON 8. JOCELYN. 
"THEODORE H. WRIGHT. 
"NBwYoBK,Sepi8, 1836." 

This year was distinguished, in the anti-slavery 
annals, more than any previous year, for the furor 
that possessed the public mind against the hated 
friends of fi-ccdom. They were gi'ossly insulted, 
their meetings were broken up, they were mis- 
represented and slandered, some of them suffered 
personal injury, and a reign of terror prevailed in 
many parts of the country. 

At the i)ro8ciit day few persons have a true idea 
of the insults heaped upon prominent abolitionists 
thuty-fivo years since; oven those who were con- 
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temporary with them have but a faint recollection 
of the numberless annoyances to which the anti- 
slavery people were subject. Continually watched ; 
their names opprobriously alluded to in the daily 
press, and sometimes jJaiccd upon the bulletins of 
newspaper offices ; misrepresentations of all sortfi in 
the mouths of the conmiunity ; caricatures and pas- 
quinades at every newspaper stand; followed not 
unfrequently by droves of boys even from places of 
public resort to their own doors ; their famiUes in- 
sulted by passers-by; their children shiumed at 
school; significant gestures of intended violence 
made by strangers as they were passed in the 
streets ; objects of real or affected aversion or ter- 
ror as they had occasion to call at hotels or private 
dwellings; sometimes hissed as they passed the 
exchange and other places of pubUc resort, and as 
they attempted to take a pai*t in meetings ; indeco- 
rously treated in assemblies of professing Chris- 
tians ; their principles and measures distorted and 
falsified, they were considered and treated as dis- 
turbers of the public peace, and as outlaws in the 
community. 

Is it asked, Wliat manifestations did Mr. Tappan 
exliibit under such provocations ? He preserved his 
equanimity, steadily pui-sucd his accustomed avoca- 
tions, attended regularly the anti-shivery meetings, 
and looked into the future with a serene and confi- 
dent trust that good would be evoked out of seeming 
evil, that the Almighty would protect the victims of 
oppression and prejuilice and their friends, and fulfil 
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the believing prayer of tbo psalmist: "Surely tlio 
wrntli of man shall praise Thee ; the remainder of 
wrath shalt thou restrain." 

At Nashville, Tonu., Amos Dresser, an amiable 
and pious young man, who went from Ohio to soil 
books, to enable him to pursue his theological stud- 
ies, was seized by some of the citizens, under the 
false charge of circulating incendiary publications, 
arraigned before a tumultuous assembly in the 
court-houHo, and scntoncod to bo publicly whipped. 
The punishment was inflicted in the public square 
in the presence of a largo assembly of people, the 
leading men in the place stimding by and directing 
the proceedings. 

A convention of anti-slavery men from different 
parts of the state of New York, to form a state anti- 
nlavory socicity, jissc^niblod at ITtica, and while peace- 
ably attending to the busmess in hand, in one of tho 
churches of tho place, were assailed by a mob of sev- 
eral hundreds of ruffians, headed by Samuel Beards- 
ley, a member of Congress, chairman of a committee 
of twenty-five leading citizens appointed at a meet- 
ing in the court-house. At Boston, the same day, 
a meeting of anti-slaveiy women was broken up, 
and WilUam Lloyd Garrison was dragged through 
the streets by an infuriated mob, at the peril of his 
life. The mob was said to have included men of 
" property and standing." 

At Brooklyn, N. Y., the residence of Mr. Tap- 
pan, threats of violence had been repeatedly made, 
and considorablo approhenHiou wtw felt by his 

11* 
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fiicuds that tlicy might bo earned into cxeeution. 
Mr. Georqe Hall, who was at tlio time mayor, do- 
termiued to exeii his iDflueneo and authority to pro- 
tect him, and save the place from the disgrace of 
an unlawful uproar. Though not at that time an 
abolitionist, he valued the idghts of i)eaceful citizens 
and the reputation of the city. 

Being apprised that on a certain night an at- 
tempt might be made to seize Mr. Tappan, he made 
arrangements with the commandant of the Navy- 
yard to have in readiness the marine force, to act, 
should their aid bo required. lie then stationed a 
relay of men from Mr. Tappan's rcsidt'.nco to the 
Navy-yard, at eonveniont dirttauiu^H, f.o convoy luH 
messages to the ollicer in command, while he walked 
back and forth before the house, unattended, during 
a great part of the night. This fact, so honorable 
to that unostentatious, but fearless magistrate, he 
never communicated to Mr. Tappan, who little 
thought that, while he was scekiug repose upon his 
pillow, such a vigilant and brave man was volunta- 
rily pei-forming the office of sentinel in front of his 
house. 

Mr. Leggett, as editor of the Evening Piist, and 
as editor of the Pluindcaler subsequently, boldly 
advocated the rights of man, including the negro 
and the abolitionist, in opposition to his political 
party and a servile press, and within a year or two 
became, as might have been expected, an avowed 
abolitionist. In an article in the Evening Post, of 
August 26, 1835, headed "EEWAra) for Artiiuu 
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Tappan," lie spoke of the wild fanaticism that pre- 
vailed at the South. "How else/' he exclaimed, 
" could Riicli a paper as the Charlcshm Patriot ad- 
vert, with tacit approbation, to the statement that a 
pui*se of twenty thousand dollars had been made up 
in New Orleans, as a reward for the audacious mis- 
creant who should dare to kidnap Arthur Tappan, 

and deliver him on the levee in that city Is 

the Cbarleslon Patriot so blinded by the peculiar 
circumstances in which the South is placed, as not 
to perceive that the proposed abduction of Arthur 
Tappan, oven if consumniatod by his murder, as 
doubtless is the object, would necessarily have a 
widely different effect from that of suppressing the 
Abolition Association, or in any wise diminishing its 
zeal and ardor?" 

He spoke ]VH became a true i)atriot, in suitable 
terms, of the extraordinary conduct of the Postmas- 
tin'-Goncral, Amos Kendall, in virtually sanctioning 
the rilling and destruction of the mails by post- 
masters, in defiance of their oaths of office and of 
the rights of their fellow-citizens throughout the 
United States. In alluding to the letter of Mr. 
Tai>pan and his associates to the mayor of New 
York, he said : 

" We have here, in the subjoined official address, 
signed with the names of men whom we believe too 
upright to he, and who certainly have shown that 
thoy are not afraid to speak the tnith, an exposition 
of the creed and practice of the Anti-Slavery Soci- 
ety. AVo have ah'eady said that, in our judgment, 
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tlio matters contained in this document, with a sin- 
gle exception, deserve a cordial approval Wo 

approve of the strenuous assertion of the right of 
free discussion, and, moreover, we admire the hero- 
ism which cannot be driven from its ground by the 
maniac and unsparing opposition which the aboli- 
tionists have encountered." 

This heroic political writer rendered great ser- 
vice to the cause of freedom, and Mr. Tappan and 
his associates held him in high esteem during his 
brief career. Li one of his articles he quoted some 
lines ascribed to Philip Van Avtavoldo, saying, 
" This is the sort of character we emulate.'* They 
are applicable to him, and wo think also to llio sub- 
ject of this narrative. 

'*AU my lifelong 
I have beheld with most respect the man 
Who knew himself, and knew the ways before him, 
And from amongst them chose considerately, 
With a clear foresight, not a blindfold courage ; 
And having chosen, with a steadfast mind 
Parsned his inirposes."® 

• Mr. William Leggett died in New York, May 24, 1839. A 
collection of his political writings was published the same year, in 
two Yolames, 12mo, selected and arranged with a Preface by The- 
odore Sedgwick, Jr., and copyright secured by William GuUen 
Bryant 
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XV. 

Hth eldest daughter has, during the preparntion 
of this sketch, sent some reminiscences of her father, 
that will interest his grandchildren if not others ; 
and they ore introduced here as they relate in part 
to matters of a prior date, but are not specially con- 
nected with any thing that follows. It is perhaps 
needless to say, that they were not penned with 
any special reference to publication, but rather to be 
interwoven, if it was thought best, in the narrative. 
They will also bo interesting to children, who dwell 
upon incidents relating to the early life of their 
l)avcut8, that may not bo esteemed of much value to 
other poraons. This daughter says : 

"My mother was a professing Christian several 
years before she married my father. Some of her 
friends objected to her marrying him, because he 
was at that time inclined to Unitarianism. He 
attended the Scotch church in Montreal, where she 
woi>iliii>pod, and there lii*st saw her. Ho after a 
time sought an introduction to her from a mutual 
friend. 

"When they temporarily resided in Boston in 
1814, previous to their removal to New York, my 
mother wont with him to hear Dr. Channing on 
Bubbatli nionnngs, and to the Old South clnircb in 
the aftoriioon. In this way she know what ho 
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heard, and tlioy conycrBcd about it at homo. Her 
hiflucuco WOH blo8sod to liim, and whou ihoy moved 
to New York in 1816, father took a pew in Dr. John 
M. Mason's church, and before long he became a 
member. 

''I recollect when father began extemporaneons 
family prayer, which ho kept up Uirongh liiH long 
life. Before prayer, he used to read in 'Scott's 
Bible,' the text and Practical Observations. On 
Sundays, my brother and mj'self learned a few 
verses from the Psalms, for which father rewarded 
us with a sixpenny piece, to be dropped into a 
inisHionaiy box, Uio contents of which wore for the 
support of two children in Tndia, named for us. Ho 
believed that we should thus learn early to take an 
interest in missions. It was his habit to distribute 
tracts and Bibles among the seamen, Sunday morn- 
ings, before the church service. 

" About the year 1819, my parents moved from 
Gold-street to \yhitehall-street, near the Battery. 
This was a delightful home. Every day when the 
weather permitted, we spent hours in that, then, 
pleasant park, under the old ti-ees, or picking up 
shells and seaweed on the beach at low tide. Fa- 
ther sometimes hired a boat and men to row it, and 
took us all to Staten Island, or Hoboken, where we 
wandered in the 'Nvild path by the river, or rested 
under the trees on the lawn in front of the old inn, 
the only house I remember there. 

"Wliitehall and State streets, and the Battery, 
were very different then from what they are at the 
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present tijne. Tlie Batteiy was kept in nice order, 
and was a place of daily resort for the families in 
the neighborhood, both parents, children and nurses. 
State-street, especially, was full of elegant houses 
overlooking the 13altery and harbor, and a beautiful 
street. There was mudi social and friendly jvisit-*- 
ing between the ncighboi'S. 

"When we were young children, we saw but little 
of father except on Sunday and holidays, as he was 
so much absorbed in business. But he supplied 
us with books, such as could be had at that time, 
'Manners and Customs of DifTerent Nations,* 'Life 
of Columbus,' 'Parents' Assistant,' by Miss Edge- 
worth, 'Bingley's Biography of Animals' in seTeral 
volumes; 'Pilgrim's Progress,' and 'Tokens for Chil- 
dren,' for Sundays. 

" WluMi wo woro old enough to go to school, wo 
sat up evenings with father and mother, listened to 
his reading aloud, usually some history, or he would 
hear us recite our lessons for next day at schooL 
During their whole married life our parents were 
.accustomed to play a game of chess evenings. They 
did so but a year before mother died, with as much 
interest as of old. We played draughts, the only 
game besides chess, we were allowed, and father 
taught us both games. 

"While we lived on Whitehall-street, father grat- 
ified our desire to have a garden and flowers. He 
lijul ImhIs made in the brick paved backyard, and 
took my brother and myself one morning early to 
Grant Thorbum's gi'cenhouse in the old Friends' 
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Meetinghouse, and filled the basket with annuals 
ready to transplant. He set tliem out and watclied 
their blooming, and watered them with as much 
pleasure as his children. 

"Afterwards we lived at No. 14 Broadway, oppo- 
site the Bowling Green. Here we resided about 
four years. From there wo moved in April, 1816, 
to No. 20 Beach-street, on the south side of St. 
John*s Park. On the opposite side of the park was 
Dr. Cox's church, which we attended. Here he 
Uved during a large part of his tumultuous anti- 
slaveiy life, when he was every where spoken evil 
of. Before he became so unpopular, his house was 
open to ministd'H, dologatcH of uociolioH, and mis- 
sionaries. My dear mother was always ready for 
them, with generous hospitality, and believed that 
their prayers would bring down a blessing on the 
family. Messrs. Temple and GorneUus were there 
for weeks. Bishop Chase of Ohio, Dr. N. W. Tay- ^ 
lor, and Dr. Bccchor wore there while the Now 
Haven Seminary was being organized, raising funds 
for it. Dr. Cornelius met them there. They were 
a genial trio. They seemed to love the children, 
and noticed them affectionately. Dr. Taylor, I 
recollect, used to draw pictures of horses and dogs, 
to amuse the little ones. Ho was very winning in 
his ways with them, and we all loved to have him 
visit us. As obseiTcrs we children had no reason to 
conclude that Christian ministers were an imhappy 
class of men, but on the contrary, the happiest 
and most cheerful. Mother was delighted to have 
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them together, and Dr. Cox, and Bey. Mr. Lnd- 
low, wore often at the table to meet her guests. 

"Dr. Cox was our pastor until my father thought 
it Ills duty to help the Bowery church, and attend 
on tho ministry of Rev. Mr. Chiistmas. We, how- 
over, often attended Dr. Cox's church with my 
mother, as she could not always go so far as the 
Bowery, where we went about a year, and then all 
returned to Dr. Cox's. He was very much beloved 
by us all, and a frequent and welcome visitor. He 
seldom came witliout teacliing us some facts in his- 
tory, wishing us to take notes with pencil and 
paper. He often repeated from his stores of mem- 
ory, 'pages from Cowper, Scott, and other poets. 
He also taught us from the Bible, making religion 
attractive to us. Three of my sistcra and myself 
woro inonibors of his cliurch. 

"Li 1828, father bought a house in Temple- 
slroot. Now Haven, next to Dr. Taylor's. It had a 
large garden. He had the grounds and greenhouse 
filled with rare and lovely plants, shrubs, and choice 
fruit. The house in New York was kept open, and 
he came up to New Haven every Saturday, and 
returned on Monday, now and then giving himself 
a longer vacation of a week or two. This was be- 
fore the day of railroads, when New Haven was 
comparatively a quiet and rural city. Father en- 
joyed his house there, as we all did; the new friends, 
the drives and oxcursious about tlio city, by laud 
and water, tho garden and flowei*s, and the rest he 
found fi'om his busy New York lifa 
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'' In August 1831, God took home our dear little 
sister Mary Lansing, eight years of age; a lovely, 
gentle child, and tenderly mourned by us all. Our 
brother Arthur died while we were at Love Lone, 
Now York, one year old, a bolovod little ono. 

"It was during these happy New Haven sum- 
mers, that feeling ran high against father on account 
of the part he took against slavery. Some who 
had been warm friends, grew cold, and shook their 
heads at him as a fanatic. He felt this keenly, but 
it did not deter him from doing what he felt was 
his duty to G(k1 and man. 

"I was at homo in 18B5, in Now Havon, I think, 
when ono ovoning about ton outlook, shouts- and 
loud cries were heard in the street before the house, 
and we feared violence, but the mob were content 
with abusive language, and the throwing of stones 
against the house. The next evening we watched 
with great anxiety, but were unmolested. Judge 
Jonas Flatt was making us a visit at the time. 
Tlieso were days of fearful anxiety for mother. 
Father was in New York. She could not prevail 
on him to leave. 

" Mother told me that when she was a little girl, 
she saw an old slave whipped by his master. She, 
with some other children were playing together on 
a back piazza of a house near the Battery in New 
York. The boys were making chips and litter, 
which the old man had to sweep up, and he asked 
them to try and be more careful. They complained 
of him, and tho master came out with a horsewhip, 
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and whipped him. Mother said the old slave never 
uttered a word, but the tears ran down his cheeks; 
and, said mother, 'I wept too.' It made a deep 
impression upon her and early enlisted her sympa- 
thy for the slaves. 

" While father was sitting with me, a freed slave 
came into the parlor to attend to the fire. He had 
escaped from Norfolk, Va., hid himself in the woods, 
and came North with a Union officer, as his ser- 
vant. Ho liad boon in several battles with him, 
and nursed him when wounded. I told father his 
stoiy. He rose at once and went to Gordon, took 
his hand, and said, 'I am pleased to see you; for 
thirty-five years I have worked for this day ; study 
hard, and learn all you can ; you can then rise and 
be any thing you choose.' Gordon stood looking 
into fatlicr's faco, quiet, ploiiHod, and gratified. I 
never saw any one so anxious to learn to read as he 
was; it was a pleasure to teach him. He carried 
his book in his pocket, and studied it every spare 
minute. 

** My mother's mother, it appears, was a Boman- 
ist. She was buried in St. Paul's churchyard. New 
York, and General and Mrs. Hamilton were moth- 
er's sponsors in baptism, which looks as if she 
became an Episcopalian, which agrees with what 
my mother told me, as I remember. 

" When mother expressed fears to have him re- 
turn to New York, ho smiled and said,* Trust in God.' 
He evidently felt *Li God have I put my trust; I 
not will bo afriiid what man can do unto me.' 
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Threats of assassination did not daunt him. From 
day to day, for months, mother did not know what 
news the mail might bring concerning him. God 
spared him to see the slaves sot free, and opposing 
friends then congratulated him. 

"Previous to residing in New Haven, wo Inul 
always spent most of the summer months out of 
New York city; sometimes we went with mother to 
Oriskany, N. Y., to revisit the old house where my 
parents were manied, then and now the residence 
of her dear brother and sister Lansing. Li front of 
their house was a green lawn shmlod with old troos, 
while a small river skirted the x)lace. Undo and 
aunt were dclightoil to wchiomo mother and hor 
children, and it was always a happy time. 

"We spent weeks often during the summer at 
Faterson, N. J., among mother's friends, Mr. Colt's 
family. One of them, who was then, and still is, 
a real missionary, writes to me, 'Some forty or more 
years since, your father used to send my mother, 
who is now ninety years old, boxes of books. Bibles, 
and tracts, to distribute among the Sunday and 
infant scholars, and in the neighboring villages. 
She remembers that in one instance a person was 
so much impressed with the truth contained in a 
tract, that she thinks was given by him, as to 
change his course of life altogether, and establish 
a 'Tract Society' among his actpiaintanccs. 

"Father took us also in summer, to Northamp- 
ton, to visit his parents. I rtcoUof.t his farli»>r and 
mother witli ploasuro. TUuy were very kiinl to rliu 



HIS DAUGHTER'S NARRATIVE. 261 

children. At one time we saw Polly there, who 
had lived with my grandparents and their daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Pierce, forty years. She told us that she 
used to take care of father when he was young, and 
slio aimiRod us childron by tolling us anecdotes of 
his childhood. Once, when she was ill, he would get 
up in the night rind go to the pump to get water 
for her in his Uttle tin cup, to allay her feverish 
thirst. 

" On one of these visits to Northampton, father 
took gi'andfather, mother, and myself in his car- 
riage to Amherst College, to call on President 
Humphrey. During the call. Dr. Humphrey sent 
for a number of Greek students to come to the 
parlor to speak with father, who had helped them 
in gottiiig au education. Ho had a tender afToction 
for both of his parents, and used to keep theu* 
engraved likenesses in his portfolio, and when he 
opened it to write, he would lay them out before 
him, even in his counting-room, so strong and con- 
stant was his love for them. 

" My father enjoyed getting away from business 
and cares into thQ country. He Uked to take his 
'carryall,' with old Syphax, the good liorae, noted 
for his great size and perfect form; and our two 
saddle horses, and with mother and two children, set 
off for a long excursion. These journeys were full 
of pleasure. Often father and one of his children 
would set off early in the morning, and ride on 
horsel)ack ten miles before breakfast. He made 
several journeys in this way with his wife and chil- 
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drcn. Ho seemed to gi*ow young imd light-lioarted, 
and throw off care; and such oxcui'sious prcptvrod 
him to return to the city and his varied duties. 

''Mother, at our request, would tell us of her 
early years. At the age of two, sho was loft an 
orphan. Her father, when he was dying, com- 
mitted her to the care of General and Mrs. Alexan- 
der Hamilton. When Gen. Hamilton was Secretary 
of the Treasury, and Gen. Washington, President of 
the United States, they lived opposite to each other 
in Philadelphia, and the children of the two fam- 
ilies wore together ovory day. Mrs. Washington 
took the Custis children, and Angelica Hamilton, 
and Fanny Antill, (my niothor,) in Iior carriage) to 
dancing-school twice a week. She stayed with them 
through the lesson and brought them home. 

'' Mother remembered Gen. Washington once sit- 
ting on a sofa in the room where the children were 
playing, and laying aside his newspaper, to watch 
them, and smile and encourage them to continue 
their frolic. Onco, on a reception evening, when 
the drawing-room in his house was filled with ladies 
and gentlemen, talking and laughing, and the chil- 
dren were amusing themselves in a corner, there 
was a sudden great stillness — and mother looked 
up with surprise and awe, and saw Gon. Washing- 
ton coming tlirough tho folding doors. 

"From the time mother was twelve years old, 
until she was married, she resided with her sister, 
Mrs. Lansing, who, with her husband, filled well the 
place of tho tendorost father and mother to her. 
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They had four children^ who were near her own 
age. • 

"Father liked to tell us of his first meeting 
mother in church. They sat opposite each other 
in a square pew. He said he was attracted by her 
bright black eyes, and choeiiul and animated ex- 
pression. She was naturally bright and cheerful, 
generous and unselfish. It was her constant aim 
to make a happy home for her husband and chil- 
dren — a home wliero friends were ever welcome, 
and the poor and soiTOwful found help and comfort. 
When father was absent, and there was not any 
guest to officiate, mother always led in prayer at 
family worship." 
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XVI. 

Southern merchants had become shy of tra- 
diug with Now York abolitiouibts, and were in many 
cases deterred from purchasing, as before, of a man 
80 obnoxious as Arthur Tappan. Some of them 
bought with fictitious names, and many employed 
other ways to circumvent their customera and the 
public in tlicir places of residence. It was a fortu- 
nate circumstance that the Southoiii trade fell ofT, 
as many New York nierchants who solicited that 
ti'ade, soma of them going so far as to proclaim 
that they were not abolitionists, found by woful ex- 
perience, on the failure of their Southern debtors, 
that in selling their principles with their goods they 
had made a gi'oat mistake. 

The most strenuous efforts wore made by slave- 
holders to injure the business, and molest in idl 
imaginable ways, those who professed anti-slavery 
principles ; and insults of various kinds were resort- 
ed to by many of them. Letters were often received 
by the friends of freedom of an insulting descrip- 
tion; sometimes enclosing a small specimen of tar 
and feathers, one enclosing the ear of a negro, and 
most of them written profanely and obscenely. Re- 
wards were offered for the abduction, or heads of 
leading abolitionists. Fifty thousands dollars had 
been offered for the head of Ai'thur Tappan. On 
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being informed of it he pleasantly remarked: ''If 
that sum is placed in the New York Bank, I may 
possibly think of sdvina myself up." 

SonLrn attoJLysbaig coUecting business for 
the firm, would roliuquish the prosocutiou of claims. 
But some of thom were too high-minded to do so. 
A certain attorney, belonging to the state of Geor- 
gia, who had sohcited business of the firm, and who 
had received from them a note for collection, after 
connncncing a suit, abandoned it, and wrote that ho 
could no longer act for them on account of Mr. Tap- 
pan's avowed hostility to slavery. Hearing of a 
high-minded lawyer from that state who was at the 
head of the Georgia delegation in Congress, (Colonel 
Foster,) the circumstances were stated to him and 
his advice asked in the premises. He magnani- 
nionsly replied: "I will undertake the trans^iction of 
any business you may have in my state; send an 
order to Uio altornoy to transfer the busuiess to my 
law-firm, and it will be faithfully attended to." But 
few were known to act so nobly. 

The anniversaries of the American Anti-slavery 
Society wore well attended. The places of meeting 
wore filled by those who took a deep interest in the 
movement, by many who were attracted by curiosi- 
tj', and by not a few who resorted to them from 
malicious motives, seeking for an opportunity to 
create a riot. Of course the meetings wore exci- 
ting. Now and then a newspaper would give its 
readera a fan* account of the proceedings, the prin- 
ciples avowed, the sentiments of the si>eakers, and 
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the resolutions adopted; but generally the whole 
was caricatured, either wittily or malignantly. Pol- 
iticians decried the agitators as those who alienated 
sonthem electors from their parties; merchants 
wore incensed because they feared trade would bo 
diverted from the city to other places; ministera of 
the gospel stood aloof lest their ccclcsii\stical associ- 
ations should be interfered with, their churches agi- 
tated, and sinners remain unconverted I Meantime 
the populace were stirred up occasionally to deeds 
of violence by a pro-slavery press, and the corrupt 
sentiment of persons of influence in the community. 
It was a gi*eat grief to Mr. Tappan that the be- 
nevolent societies, in which he had taken so deep 
an interest, shnink from the avowal of principles so 
dear as he believed to the Saviour; so much in har- 
mony with the Constitution of the country, and so 
conducive to the public weal. It gi'ieved him also 
that so many men with whom he had formerly asso- 
ciated in benevolent and Christian enterprises, with 
some of whom he had gone t() the house of God in 
company, and who in other respects, were men of 
principle and active piety, should ignore a cause of 
so much importance, one so conducive to strengthen 
all the precious institutions of the country, and raise 
the nation to a higher elevation as a moral and 
Christian people. Some merchants with whom he 
had been accustomed to act in benevolent societies, 
while avowing their hostility to slavery, were guilty 
of conduct that he could not help reprobating. 
When they had occasion to sue their dcUnquent 
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ciistoiiici*s iu the slave states, and slaves were levied 
upon as the pro2>crty of their masters, such New 
Yoik Dicrchauts, would sauctiou the proceedings, 
and soinetimcs attempt to justify them. 13nt few, it 
is believed, gave directions in advance that "slave 
property" should never bo taken iu satisfaction of 
judgments, and in cases Avhere it was levied upon, 
without the knowledge of the creditors, that it 
should be at once relinquished. 

He mounied over this state of things in secret, 
and spread his complaints before a just and holy 
God, who had promised to vindicate the cause of 
the oppressed, to make the wrath of man praise 
him, and to sustain all good causes and those who 
advocate them. As a Christian he bore his part 
in church meetiiigs, and though seldom address- 
ing i.]i(*ni would, jis occiision nupiirod, utter his 
thoughts, praying for the slave, for his deluded 
nuvstcr, for the peace of the church, the good order 
of society, and the extension of pure and undefiled 
religion, at home and abroad. Such prayers, espe- 
cially when the slave was mentioned, the sin of the 
nation in regard to slaveiy confessed, and the judg- 
ments of God upon a guilty people alluded to, were 
unacceptable, even in a lecture-room, at church 
meetings; and disi)leasure was often manifested by 
professors of religion, who, if they did not hate the 
jirinciples of abolition, and all who adopted them 
and rosolut<^ly carried them into practice, hated the 
introduction of them into religious assemblies, espe- 
cially in prayer meetings, conceiving that the har- 
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mony of sucli meetiDgs should not be distuibed by 
introducing, either in exhortations or prayers, "dis- 
puted topics." 

On one occasion, at a monthly concert of prayer, 
in the Fii'st Presbyterian church in Brooklyn, Mr. 
Tappan, being called upon to oflfer prayer, on his 
introducing into it the subject of the poor slaYO, 
there were such manifestations of disapprobation, 
on the part of a portion of the audience, that he felt 
the inteniiption and was induced quietly to take 
his seat. Boasts were afterwards made that he had 
been "scraped down." But it is believed that the 
pastor, and the best persons present, disapproved 
of the iridoconim. 

Strenuous efforts were made by many conserva- 
tive men to induce Mr. Tappan to relinquish anti- 
slavery agitation. Leading men, presidents of banks 
and insurance companies and others, took great 
pains to persuade him of the inutility of his efforts, 
and the efforts of those affiliating with him, to ac- 
complish the object they had in view. , He was 
entreated to forbear, out of regard to his own repu- 
tation and safety, for the sake of his family, his 
friends, and especially for his own credit's sake that 
was in imminent jeopardy. He was assured, that 
many of the dircctoi-s of banks declared they would 
not discount his paper, or the paper of any mer- 
chant having his name upon it. They conjured him, 
therefore, by all these considerations, to cease the 
advocacy of the anti-plavery cause; at least to be 
more quiet, to resign his office as president of the 
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American Anti-slavery Society, or to publish some 
disclaimer, something at any rate that would pacify 
the pubUc, restore tranquillity, and preserve his 
credit with the moneyed institutions. He was as- 
sured that such a procedure would oven increase his 
reputation in the community I He listened to what 
was said, but gave no assurance that he should alter 
his course. 

A deputation was soon sent to him m behalf of 
leading men connected with moneyed institutions, 
and ho was rcncwcdly appealed to, and the consid- 
erations bcforo urged were reiterated with such oth- 
ers as were deemed available. When it was said to 
him, "Should any disaster occur to you, it would be 
felt by your creditora, whom you are bound to pro- 
tect, and whose interests connected with your credit, 
you have no right to iiijuro," ho uooiiiod much ini- 
proBsod. Ho folt more for his crcditoiiJ than for 
hiiiiBolf. But ho said ]iothiug. His mind seemed 
to be deeply engaged in thought. It was evident 
that he felt a pecuUar responsibiUty, not only to his 
creditors, his partners, his family, but to his clients, 
the poor slaves, and above all to his God. At length 
he spoke, and with great seriousness and emphasis, 
said: "You demand that I shall cease my anti- 
slavery labors, give up my connection with the Anti- 
slavery Society, or make some apology or recanta- 
tion — ^I WILL BE HUNG FIRST !" 

A merchant who knew him well, said with refer- 
ence to his strong convictions of duty, his conscien- 
tious regard for the right, and the strength of his 
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religious principles, "Tliat man lias the spirit of a 
marfcjrrT 

Governors of states in their messages to legisla- 
tures joined in tlie hue and cry against those who 
thoy Bcenicul to think wore "tuming the world ui>- 
side down," and even the President of the United 
States did not think it beneath hisJiigh oflico, open- 
ly to assail and denounce the abolitionists. And at 
a crisis, when the public mind was much inflamed 
against their principles and measures; and when, 
from political motives or mercenary considerations, 
men did not refrain from unfounded misroproRenta- 
tions and calulnuies against those who were simply 
ongagod in rooonnnonding to tlio obm^rviuico %;f tho 
people tho soutimentH advanced by tho founders of 
our government, and the precepts of Christ. Presi- 
dent Jackson in his message to Congress seized the 
opportunity to increase the odium attached to the 
abolitionists, and to join in the cry for the destruc- 
tion of thoir ontci*iH*i80. Tlio executive connnitteo 
deemed it a fit occasion to enter a solemn tjiotest 
against the denunciations of the President. It was 
from the pen of one of their number, William Jay, 
who had cast in his lot with the "sect everywhere 
spoken against," and was never, before or after- 
wards, known to swerve from the cause indicated by 
an enlightoned conscience. Tlie protest, headed by 
Arthur Tappan, was ^widely circulated. The points 
were as follows : 

First: Bccauso in rciulcring that judgment officially, yon 
assumoil a iiowor not bclougiug to yoiu* oilico. 
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Sccomlbj : We protest against the pitblicity you have given 
to your accusation. 

Thirdly: We protest against your condemnation of as 
unlietxrcL 

FourlJily: Wo protest against the vaguenesg of your 
clmrpoj*. 

FifOdy: We protest against your charges, because they 
ore untrue. 

And the protest concludes in these words : 

We have addressed you, sir, on this occasion, with repnb- 
licnn ]>1ainues8, and OhhRtinn sincerity ; but with no desire 
to don>g:it(*. from tho roHiKHst that is duo to you, or 'Wiuitonly 
to ^ivo you pain. To r('|>ol your charp^it, and to disabtiso 
tho [>ublii*, wiiH u duty wo owixl to oui:ikUvoj<, to our children, 
and above all to the great and holy cause in which we are> 
engaged. That cause we believe is approved by our Maker ; 
and while we retain this belief, it is our intention, trusting 
to His direction and protection, to iwrscvcro in our endeav- 
ors to impress upon the minds and hearts of our countrymen 
tho sinfuhicss of claiming pro^icrty in human beings, and 
the duty and wisdom of immediately relinquishing it. 

When convinced that our endeavors are wrong, we shall 
abandon them, but such conviction must be produced by 
other arguments than vituperation, popular violence, or 
penal enactments. 

New Yobk, Deo. 26, 1836. 
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XVII. 

» 

On the niglit of December 16, 1835, a disAsh'ons 
iSre took place in New York. It swept over a dis- 
trict of fifty or more acres, the ohlcst part of tho 
city, where were the stores and warehouses of the 
principal merchants. It was a cold night, the mer- 
cury standing at zero, and the wind boisterous. A 
multitude of stores, dwelling-houses, and some pub- 
lic buildings wore destroyed. Strenuous exertions 
were nuulo by the fire department and the citizens 
to stay the progress of tho flames, and to preserve 
the property endangered, but it seemed in vain. 
The hydrants and hose were frozen, so that it was 
almost impossible to obtain water, and the people 
were put to their wit's end, and almost despaired of 
aiTcsting tho conflagi*ation. No one who witnessed 
the devouring flames will ever forget the scene. 

The Dutch Ilcformcd Church in Garden-street, 
and the Exchange building in Wall-street, were 
burnt. The fire left nearly all the buildings in the 
" burnt district," as it was called, a mass of brick, 
stone, and iron. The streets were obliterated, and 
it was not easy for the owners or occupants of build- 
ings to identify the lots upon which they had stood. 
The number of buildings destroyed was estimated 
at six hundred and forty-eight, and the personal 
property consumed amounted to over fifteen mill- 
ions of dollars. The fire commenced at a quarter 
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to nine o'clock on Wednesday evening, and burned 
until twelve o'clock on Tliuraday. It was stated 
afterwards that the niins were burning for five 
months. 

Mr. Tappan's store was not far from the build- 
ing where the fire commenced, No. 127 Pearl-street, 
and on the opposite side of the street. But the 
flames were diiven across the street, and caught the 
buildings as if they had been tinder. As his store 
was of granite, and unusually well built, it was 
hoped that it might be saved, and stay the progress 
of the five in that direction. 

It so happened that the executive committee of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society were in session at 
their rooms in Nassau- street, about half a mile from 
Hanover-square, where Mr. Tappan's store was sit- 
uated. Most of the menilM)i*H of the committee 
ticcompanicd Mr. Tappan to the i)lacc, when the 
alann was givcJi, and anivod on the ground to see 
that the flames were devouring the adjacent store. 
One of the partners, and several friends, among 
them a considerable number of colored men, wore 
already in the store, removing the goods. 

Tlicy were at fii*st thrown into a jiile in the cen- 
tre of the square, togetlier with goods taken fi'om 
other stores in the neighborhood; but the progress 
of the flames was so rapid that it was feared the 
goods thus deposited might be consumed, as they 
afterwards wore, and Mr. Tappan therefore directed 
that the remaining goods should be taken from the 
rear to a fiiend's store in the neighborhood. Had 

12* 
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it not been that his Btoro extended to the street in 
the rear, very few of the goods could have been saved. 
All hands were thus engaged until the flames burst 
into the store, and several persevered until tliey 
were driven away by the scorching lieat. In a 
short time the store, and a considerable part of the 
goods, were destroyed, the walls standing for a timo 
and then falling, as had the walls of the other build- 
ings over which the fire had passed. 

As the flames swept on, in the direction of the 
store where the goods saved had been deposited, it 
was thought best to remove them a second time. A 
vacant store, remote from the fire. No. 25 Boaver- 
stroct, was hired, to which the goods wore removed. 
Thus about two-thirds of the stock was saved, and 
the other third was either burned, stolen, or tram- 
pled under foot in the streets. But it was ascer- 
tained, the next day, that about twenty thousand 
dollars* worth of the goods thus twice moved, be- 
longed to neighbors. Tliey were, of course, resttned 
to those who could identify them, and this was tlie 
prevailing nde with all who had been so fortunate 
as to save their own goods, or the goods of others. 

A much larger amount of goods might have been 
saved by their owners, if, amid such bewilderment, 
they, and the people who volunteered their services, 
had not been somewhat under the dominion of a 
panic, that for the time almost deprived them of 
their judgment. For example, a person aiding in 
the removal of Mr. Tappan*s goods, was veiy care- 
fully unscrewing a timepiece, of the value of about 
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fifteen or twenty dollars, when he was called off and 
a parcel of costly goods was ihrotvn into his arms of 
ilio valuo of ai least a thousand dollars. 

In the store was a fireproof, closet, as it was 
supposed, and in the closet an iron safe, in which 
was kept the valuable papers of the firm, among 
them half a million dollars in value of notes receiva- 
ble. A short consultation was held by the partners, 
to determine whether the contents of the iron safe 
sliould 1)0 removed. Tiioy all believed tliat the fire 
could not invade them, but prudence seemed to m*go 
thou* removal. The notes were accordingly removed 
to the dwelling-house of one of the partners; and 
very fortunately, as it was found afterwards that all 
the papei-s left in the iron safe were so charred as 
to be almost worthless. 

A good providence was apparent in the above, 
and also in the fact that the colored friends drawn 
to the store by grateful feelings towards Mr. Tap- 
pan, worked all night with a will, and were instru- 
mental in saving a large amount of property. " The 
hand of Providence," says one of the former clerks, 
'* was also put forth in other respects. On the morn- 
ing of the day when the ih*o took i)lace, a largo 
quantity of India silk goods was received, and the 
porter was directed to hoist them to one of the 
lofts, but ho neglected to do it, a thing very unu- 
sual; and thus the whole, being in the basement, 
were saved. Another circumstance occuiTcd: A 
large invoice of French goods had been purchased, 
and all but two jiackages had been sold the after- 
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noon preceding the fire, and delivered to the pur- 
chaser beyond the limits of the bnmt district. It 
was proposed to delay the delivery of the goods to 
the next day, but the clerk remained until it was 
dark to see the goods sent away." 

After a night of great anxiety and personal labor, 
the partnoi*s assembled at breakfast at an early 
hour with some of the principal clerks. The ques- 
tion was put, "What is to be done next?" The 
response came from Mr. Arthur Tappan, "Bebuild 
immediately." A clerk was despatched to Samuel 
Thompson, the experienced builder of the burnt 
store, and in an hour or two a contract was made to 
erect a now store on the site of the old one "with all 
possible despatch." A notice was then inseiied in 
the papera of the day, as follows : 

0^ ARTHUR TAPPAN & CO. acknowledge with grati- 
tiido the elficicnt oxei'tious of their frioiulH and fcUow-citi- 
zons in .skiving (by the blessing of Ood) th(j largoat portion of 
thi'ir goods, all thtur booliH of acuroimt, and nK»st of th(4i* 
papeiu They give notice tliat they have t;dven the new and 
commodious warehonse, No. 25 Beaver-street, into which 
tlieir goods are moved, and where they will be aiTanged in 
a short time ; and where they will be happy to see their 
fnends and customers, nntil their store in Pearl-street shall 
be rebuilt, for which they have mode arrangements. 

The cflbct of such a oaiid was precisely what was 
anticipated. It greatly encouraged other merchants 
and owners of real estate, to bear up bravely, in a 
season of despondency; to rebuild, and not a few 
of them expressed their thanks for the prompt and 
encouraging notice. Great activity prevailed in the 



NEW STORE BUILT. 277 

mercantile community in "repairing damages/' and 
making preparations to rocommonce business at the 
old stands. Instead of real estate falling in yalue, 
it seemed to idse. A. Tappan <fe Co. were offered a 
hundred thousand dollars for their lot, with only 
the brick and stone remaining upon it. 

The firm had, as they supposed, fully insured 
their stock of goods, but in consequence of the fail- 

■ 

ure of several insurance offices, and the inabiUty of 
otlioi'S to pay the full amounts insured, resulting 
from losses by the fire, they found, on settling, that 
they liad lost forty thousand dollars. This amount 
would have been much larger had not paii; of the 
insurance been effected in other places. The mob 
spirit that had prevailed in Now York had led the 
firm to insure somewhat largely in Boston, and other 
citioH in Now England. 

A new store was erected, early in the ensuing 
yooi*, of granite from tlie same quarry in the state 
of Maine as the former store, and in the most sub- 
stantial manner, several thousand dollars being 
expended for iron shutters, and other fastenings, to 
secure the property against loss by mobs, should 
thoy ap;aiu occur. Other buildings were si^cedily 
erected, more convenient and substantial than the 
old ones, and ere long, as if by magic, the whole 
" burnt district " was covered by new and substan- 
tial stores, dwellings, and public buildings. A new 
impidso was given to trade, and with crippled means, 
but indomitable coui'age, merchants seemed to out- 
vie each other in extending their sales. 
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A man somewhat noted for his wiokedness, but 
who had been religiously educated, oceostod one of 
the fyia of A. Tappan & Co., and said : " I admire 
the spirit of your concern. You soar above all the 
Buirorora by the Tiro. You put your tnist in flod." 
But there wore those who indulged in very diirorout 
language, cursing the abolitionists and blaspheming 
Qod. Some of them expressed joy that the fire had 
not spared the store of Arthur Tappan, as it at one 
time threatened to do, while others lamented that he 
had suffered less than most of his neighbors. And 
there were not wanting men, even Christian profes- 
sors, who openly said, " He is now deprived of tlie 
means of extensive mischief." He might have said, 
OS did one of old, " Thoy that sit in the gale speak 
against me ; and I was the song of the drunkards." 

Hundreds of thieves, it was said, were arrested 
after the fire, and taken to the police office, but not 
one of them a man of color ! Several persons called 
at the new phvce of business, after the fire, for com- 
pensation for services said to have been rendered 
on that memorable night, but not a colored pei*son 
preferred any claim. Doubtless they felt that they 
had worked tor a benefactor. 

It was a man of color, who, by his thoughtfulness 
and bravery, arrested the fire, in one direction, as it 
throatonod to extend to Broadway, and possibly to 
the North river. Thomas Downing lived in Broad- 
street near Wall-street, and perceiving that the flames 
were fast extending fi-om the niins of the church 
already mentioned, in Garden-street, (nowExcliange- 
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fulace,) and miglii sweep awuj his promises and hun- 
dreds of other buihlings, set his wits to work to de- 
vise some method of anestiug the fire. Finding in 
a shed in the rear of the burned church edifice some 
barrels iillod with vinegar, lio wont to his house, 
brought pails, knocked in the heads of the barrels, 
bailed out the vinegar, and as fast as the flames 
caught the fence, dashed it on until the fire was 
subdued at the place, and a large amount of prop- 
erty saved. For this heroic act Mr." Downing receiv- 
ed the thanks of the merchants. 

A financial crisis was approaching. The expan- 
sion of trade much beyond the actual wants of the 
country, the extensive credits given by merchants, * 
the failure of Southeiii traders to fulfil their engage- 
ments; added to the severe losses by the fire, and 
other causes, were rapidly bringing on general bank- 
rui)tc.y, a calamity greater, perhaps, than the firo 
itself. Although Mr. Tai>pan had aimed to be pru- 
dent, selling for cash to a greater extent than most 
firms in the street, yet he began to feel the effects 
of the prevailing system of over-trading and long 
credits. All his resources, of capital and credit, 
wore roquirtMl to sustain his own business ; but sev- 
eral firms, that had been accustomed to receive aid 
from him, were now in straitened circumstances, and 
appealed to him, to sustain them. He did afford 
them much assistance, probably more than a pru- 
dent regard for self-preservation justified. 

Money became more and more scarce, the banks 
oould only extend partial relief, and the discount on 
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business paper sold in Wall-street was yerj great. 
Under tliese circumstances, appeals for loans were 
mode to the United States Bank, located in Phila- 
delphia, by numerous merchants. Not all of them 
oould famish adequate Rccuvity, and the applica- 
tions of many were rejected. Firm after firm siis- 
pendod, or became publicly insolvent. Great con- 
sternation provailcd in the mercantile community. 

Mr. Tappan made an appeal to Mr. Biddle, 
president of the United States Bank, and who was 
then considered a Napoleon (the first) in finance. 
His brother went to Philadelphia, and urpjed on 
Mr. Biddle the im\)ortanco of sustaining the finn^ 
and suggoHtod that any disastrous occuiTonco to it 
might involve the stoppage of several others. The 
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars was 
obtained on A. Tappan & Go.'s note, endorsed by 
the film >vith which they interchanged endorsements. 
Tliis substantial relief appeared to be sufficient, not 
only to keep the credit of Mr. Tappan's firm good, 
but to enable him to supi)ly the necessities of smaller 
concerns depending upon him. 

The financial condition of the country, however, 
not improving, and the debtors of Arthur Tappan 
& Co. failing, in all quarters, to fulfil then* engage- 
ments, the firm was put to gi'cat straits. They wore 
under the necessity of making another appeal to the 
United States Bank, but it was in vain. The presi- 
dent said it was with the utmost reluctance he felt 
obliged to deny the second appUeation of so respect- 
able a house, but the resources of the bank, and the 
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claims of other parties, absolutely forbade compli- 
auce. On liis brother's rctmii from Philadelphia, 
Mr. A. Tappan was at his desk anxiously waiting to 
hear the result of the application. 

When he saw his brother, he asked, " What suc- 
cess?" The reply was, "We cannot obtain the 
money." " What then is to be done ?" " Nothing, 
I suppose, but to suspend payment," was the obvi- 
ous reply. He bore the disappointment like a man 
who hod done all he could to avert a calamity, and 
when it came, resigned himself to the will of Qod. 
Ho felt dcepl}'' the necessity of adding to the gen- 
eral distrust, of delaying the payment of his debts 
to those who needed the money, of disappointing 
the hopes of parties that leaned upon him, of not 
continuing the stated sums he had engaged to pay 
for the Kupport of bonovcJont objocls, and the otlier 
contributions he was wont to make. 

He calmly and resolutely set about making need- 
ful arrangements to make the blow fall as hghtly as 
possible upon others, doing all he could for the ben- 
efit of his creditors, and to retrieve, if possible, his 
defeat. The suspension was publicly announced in 
May, 1837, and occasioned much sympathy on the 
part of many. After taking a full survey of liis posi- 
tion and means, he, with the full concuiTcnce of his 
partners, made a proposition to the creditors of the 
firm, to give new notes for existing ones, payable in 
six, twelve, and eighteen months, with interest. The 
whole amount of indebtedness was eleven hundred 
thousand dollai*s. 
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It was not au oasy thing to fnliil tliiH now cngago- 
xnent, as the credit of the firm was gi'oatly impaired^ 
and a necessity laid upon them to purchase hirgcly 
for cosh. Added to this was the fact that a few of 
the creditoi*s, who had refused " signing off,** had to 
be paid in full, at earlier periods than those who had 
readily acceded to the proposition, unmindful that, in 
the uncertainties of trade, they might be under the 
necessity of some time asking a similar favor of their 
creditors. The creditors generally compUed with the 
terms proposed, with full reUance that they were the 
best that could pnidently be offered. Within the 
time the whole amount of indebtedness, with the 
accruing interest, was paid, together with a milh'on 
and a half dollars for the purchase of new goods. 
The scarcity of money during tlie time bore heavily 
upon debtors, and Mr. Tappan had to pay tens of 
thousands of dollars for extra interest, to enable 
him to meet the notes given on retiring the previous 
notes. 

Tlio result was dconiod very creditable to his 
financial skill and laborious exertions. It raised 
him still higher in public estimation as an honorable 
merchant. He afterwards said, " The cause of our 
suspension was having a very heavy stock of goods 
at a time of gi-eat general financial embarrassment." 
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Mb. Seth B. Hunt, who was one of Mr. Tappan's 
clerks for several years, has furnislied the following 
naiTative, which may serve as an agreeable episode : 

At 122 Penrl-street, New York, Jirne, 1830, 1 first saw Mr. 
Arthur Tiippuii. Ho wiir Kittinp; at liis littlo clcftk in tlio mid- 
dlo of the warcliouso. I waiitoil a clcrksbq). Ho wanted an 
oldcT IHU'Ron ns Hnlcnnmn. Ho said I was too yonng. I told 
Lini tliat dinictiliy would daily grow loss. Ho smiled, and 
cugiigod mo at $150 j^er annum. 

Jaimary 1, 1831, I found my account credited at the rate 
of $450 per annum. I concluded he had made a mistake, and 
put down a 4 instead of a 1. I drew his attention to it, and 
he laughed, and said if I was satisfied he was. 

About that linu\ ]S[<vl)<>waIl nnulo his report about the 
Magdalen Asy him. It created a great excitement, and brought 
on Mr. Tappan and those who signed the re^wrt, gi'cat odi- 
um. Some of his friends biickod out of it, and loft him to 
bear the reproach and pay the bills. This he did — made no 
fuss about it, nor complained to any one, so far as I know. 

. . . . I do n*t quite remember the date, but the New York 
City Anti-Slavery Society was formed in the old Chatham- 
street Cha|)cl, and before the conclusion of the ceremonies a 
groat noise was heard oulsido. The mob was attemptbig to 
batter down the iron gate on Chatham-street It did not give 
way, but when it was unlocked in rushed the mob like mad- 
men. 

At the conclnsion of the short meeting, we all ran out a 
back way. I went back into the chapel to see the mob break 
every chaudolier, lamp, bench, and every other article break- 
able, Tlioy put a big black man in tho puljiit, and in puro 
derision held him there, while ho was addressed as chairman, 
and whilo tho stiuisliing was going on— hooting, screaming, 
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groaning, crowing, ydling; so began tko Now York Auii- 
Blavery Society 1 

Soon After come wbnt ore called tlio Abolition mobs. Mr. 
Artliur Tappan's store, 122 Pearl-street, was one of the prin- 
cipal objects. His bnsiness was suspended, tlie oldest clerks 
were pnt on gnard ; tbirty-six stand of arms wore bought at 
Hinton's, in Broadway, and five hundred ball cartridges. 
This looked like business. For several nights and days wo 
wore behind the dosed doors to defend Mr. Tai)iNui*s pr()i>- 
erty. The mob, one afternoon, biittei*ed the front door with 
an awning-post Eveiy window above the first story was 
broken by stones, there being no shutters above the first 
story. 

Some thirty or forty of us were ready behind the door, 
Mr. Arthur Tapxmn himself in command. Every moment 
we expected the door to give way. " Steady, boys," says Mr. « 
Tapimu. *'Firo low. Shoot them in tho logs, then they 
oau't run 1" 

Mr. Cornelius W. Lawrence was mayor of the dty at the 
time, and refused to send relief. Mr. Tappan was perfectly 
calm and composed. He certainly was as brcne a man as X 
ever saw. 

In after years I lived in Brooklyn his next-door neighbor, 
and so modest was ho that ho never alluded to these stirring 
scenes. Nothing seemed to annoy him more tlian to talk 
about himself. 

He had an innate modesty as delicate as a girPs. When 
he entered a prayer-meeting, he usually sat down witli the 
colored peoi)le near the door. He was not a ready speaker, 
nor what some would call gi/ied in pmycr. But the simi^le 
earnestness of his petitions, his deej) humility and reverence 
before Qod, never failed to make a lasting impression. 

Mr. Tai^pau made no i^rctcuco to superior mental endow- 
ments, but his monil nature was iKsrmeuted by a sense of jus- 
tice. He had in every respect an exalted virtue. No one 
could be much with him and not feel this to be true. His 
personal purity no one would question. I have seen him get 
initated at some trifle, and yet when the pi*ovidence of God 
luid stopped his business and seemed to have ruined him in 
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that respect, he was tbe most cheerful of any one of ns. 
Rarely did he indulge in jokes, bnt on that occasion he was 
in the mood of it, and got off not a few of them. 

In regard to his Gliristiun character, he appeared to be 
fnlly impressed with the great truths of Revelation, and daily 
doing liis duty under its awful sanctions. The simplicity of 
his faith, the purity of his life, the steadiness and constancy 
of liis pious efforts, the unqucntioning obedience with which 
ho walked forwanl in tlio path of duty, reminded one of a 
primitive Ghristian believei' ; and the charm of it all was, 
that when he had so done his duty and achieved a great act, 
he seemed totally unconscious of it himself. 

In 18:13 or '4, he booidcd with Mrs. Eleanor Wooils, 21 
Broadway. I also lK)ardod there. Ho hod one set of keys 
to the store ; I had a duplicate set It grew to bo a strifo 
which would be at the store earliest to open it. One morn- 
ing I went at six or half -post. Opening the door, I found 
Mr. Tappan sitting on a case of goods, behind the door. He 
smilcnl, and informed mo ho hiul got up, as it wiks light, and 
had, without looking at his watcli, come down, supposing it 
was day; but on looking, ho found it only half-past two 
o'clock — a bright moouliglit \ Ho tlicn tried to relock the 
door, but could not. Tlio fact was, there was a coi'tain 
spring you had to press with your fmger to lock the door, and 
having never locked it, he was unacquainted with it The 
watchman finding him there and the door open, and not able 
to lock his own store, threatened to take him to the police 
station. But neither of them being able to lock or other- 
wise s(>curo the door, there was no alternative but for him to 
sit 2)ati(Mitly behind the door and watch the watchman, and 
the watchman to watch him. In the evening I often had 
occasion to go to his room. His open Bible showed what 
book was his delight 

After he retired, and towards the close of his life, some 
of those who had been his clerks offered, if he needed, to 
buy for him an annuity. Ho sent word that "the voyage 
Wiis nearly over, the provisions on board just about sufficient 
to last out the voyage ; more were not needed." Nobl^ words 
of an heroic spiiit 1 
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The indictment against Socrates was, that he bronght into 
contempt tlio religion of the country and coiTiiptixl tlio youUi 
of Athens. A majority of his eleven jndgcs voted to oouviot 
him of these charges, and condemned him to drink the hem- 
lock. -Li the dehiy of liis execution, friontls ofTorcd to send 
him away to avoid death. BouiiiU^m douliuod their geuonnis 
offers. He well knew how utterly /fi/se were both the charges 
on which he was condemned, and calmly acceptcnl his fate, 
trusting that even Athens would do justice to his memory. 
So with Mr. Arthur Tappan. The opinions and approval of 
his fellow-men he valued. Kind actions or words also deeply 
affected him ; but the voice of his conscience ever produced 
on his part a ready obedience. His life woa pure ; his exam- 
ple influential for good ; his memory blessed. 

Nkw York, Nov. 27, ISCO. BRTH B. HUNT. 

At a lator dato Mi*; Hunt writes : 

At one time my firui purehiused a largo lot of ehildnMrH 
handkerchiefs at auction. Among them wore tho»e on the 
subjects of temperance, Sunday-schools, and abolition of sla- 
very. The latter were particularly striking— a negro kneel- 
ing and chained, with the motto, 

*'AM I NOT A MAN AND A BROTHER ?*' 

Some of those wore sold by the package and shipped South. 
The store of the 2)urchasur was t;ikou posHciH.si(>n of by the 
vigilance committee, and of coui'se a great stir was mtulo 
about the affair in the papers. 

The next season after that, I saw a ti\ll gentleman, blue 
coat, metal buttons, standing at the door looking in. I bade 
him good morning, and asked him to walk in. He declined, 
and said he believed we emi)loyed " nigger " clerks to wait on 
people. I assured him such was not the case, and he ap- 
peared greatly surprised. I asked him again to come iu, and 
gradually he hod got inside the door. Then turning very 
seriously to me, he said, ^ Before I consent to look at 3'our 
goods, you must tell me if you be really an abolitionist." 
•'Well,** said I, with equal scriousnass and concern, "before 
I consent to show you any goods, I must ask you cme ques- 
tion ; ai*e you, or are you not, a close-communion Baptist ?*' 
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'*WIiAt hns that got to do with jour showing me yonr 
^'(Kxlfl ?** " Exnctly ns mnch m your asking mo if we are 
abolitionists, before you consent to look nt our goods." 

This illustrntes the feelings which animated a majority of 
dealers from the South. How high this feeling ran, oven in 
New York, will be ilhistratod by the following anecdote : I 
boarded at the Merchants' Hotel, in Broad-street, kept by a 
man named Thurston, at the time of the riots. After break- 
fast, one morning, Mr. Thurston told me ho wished I would 
find another boarding-place. I asked the reason, or if I hod 
done any thing amiss. He said, *' No ; but the other board- 
ers dediirod tlic^y would not have a clerk of that d d 
abolitionist, Arthur Tappan, in the house." So he sent up to 
the top of the house for my trunk. I jmid my bill, and went 
to board at 21 Bromlway, with that gc)dly and noble woman. 
Mi's. Woods. 

I took a kind of boy's oath against slavery, and whatever 
I have since done or left undone, that oath has been fulfilled. 
I ciimo, when a hul, f rimi V erniout, thinking little, and at the 
time caring less, on the subject ; and yet here I was turned 
out of a hot<*l for being a c1(M'k t.o an abolitionist 1 In loiis 
tlian a week from that time, *' Jim," the colored waiter, and 
I holpful one slave to run off to Ganadiv. 

Mr. Arthur Tappan was sometimes rather ungracious in 
small afiairs, but always noble in important matters; for 
instance, in the end of 1835, 1 failed to arrange terms to stay 
with the firm of Arthur Tappan & Ck)., and parted with Mr. 
Tappan, as I thought, coolly. He certainly was not over- 
C(»urt.eous when wo parted. I feared I hatl in some way 
onTendod him. What was my surprise, one day, soon after 
my leaving him, when he stood at my desk, looking earnestly 
at me, and said, *' I thought you might need a bank endorser, 
and I came to say that we would go on your paper for twenty- 
five thousand dollars." Before I recovered from my surprise 
or had time to thank him, he was half way out of the store. 
Tlic^ euHt4>ni then was for UKU'chants to exdi^wgn paper to use 
in bank. I had no occw^ion to avail mys<^lf of the offer, but it 
illustrates one trait of his character. His motto seemed to bo, 

"DEEDS, NOT WOBD8." 
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XIX, 

The anti-slavery causo was steadily aclvanciiig. 
Cradled in storms, opposed in its infancy and youth 
by political and ecclesiastical bodies, it now, in vig- 
orous manhood, asserted its uncompromising pnn- 
ciples, maintained its ground, and pressed forward 
with energy and hope, trusting that, under the bless- 
ing of a Gk)d of freedom and righteousness, it would 
attain to a gloricms tonKunnnation. Some qnoHtions 
arose among abolilionists concerning the treatment 
due to colored ])oo[)l() by ilieir jn'ofesned friends, in 
the social circle and the walks of business; and 
respecting tbe obligation of keeping the cause free 
from entanglement with other mooted questions; 
and with reference to agitating tbe public mind with 
the ])()1iiical rolaiions ot the subject. 

The discussions of these questions, with the 
vehemence natural to those who were, par cxcdIencCf 
the friends and exponents of free discussion, made 
the enemies of the anti-slavery cause exult with 
anticipations of the speedy dissolution of the associ- 
ation for the dehverance of tlie slave. But these 
hopes of the conservative, time-serving, and fearful 
portions of the community were not destined to be 
fulfilled. The seed of freedom, widely sown by 
indefatigable agents, had struck deep root, and was 
to spring up and bear abundant fniit. The senti- 
ment of the renowned champion of freedom. Mil- 
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TON, was to have fresh corroboration : " Though all 
the winds of doctrine be let loose to play upon the 
earth, so truth be in the field, we do injuriously to 
doubt hor strength. Let her and falsehood grap- 
ple. Who ever knew tnith put to the worse by a 
free and open encounter?" 

The executive committee of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society issued new pubUcations ; they pub- 
lished an address to auxiliaiy societies, congratu- 
lating them upon the success of the caused urging 
them to renewed efforts, and advising to an increased 
supply of moans to cany on the work. Ai*ticlos favor- 
ing emancipation were inserted in the daily papers; 
and in various other ways the cause was urged for- 
ward with zeal and energy. No one felt a deeper 
interest in these measures than Arthub Tappan. 
Ilis pui'so, his prayci*s, his time, his influence wore 
consecrated to the cause; he never doubted its 
eventual success ; and he gloried in the opportunity 
offered him of being one of its leaders. He, in 
common with all his fellow-laborers, rejoiced in the 
emancipation of the slaves in the British West In- 
dies, eight hundred thousand in number, and in the 
tidings borne to these shores by so many witnesses 
of tlie success that had attended that gi*eat act of 
freedom, both as it respected the good conduct of 
the emancipated and the acquiescence of the princi- 
pal part of the planters. 

'llio nowH from the AVest Indies greatly cxliilara- 
tod the friends of the colored man in this country, 
as it add(5d weight to the arguments in favor of the 

13 



290 ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

safety as well as righteousness of immediate eman- 
cipation on the soil. 

A disastrous event in this our land showed them 
that men who would be true to the sacred cause of 
immediatism, must, hero as well i\a in other lands, 
wage this holy war at the risk of their Uves, and 
sometimes at tlio sacrifice of life. The intelligence 
of the death of Eluah P. Loyejot, of Alton, HI., 
November 7, 1837, murdered by a pro-slavery mob, 
filled th^ hearts of his friends with grief, and the 
friends of liberty with horror. A pubUc meeting 
was held at Broadway Tabernacle on Uie occasion, 
a funeral discourse was pronounced, and at a 
special mooting of the oxocntivo committoo of the 
society appropriate resolutions were adopted and 
widely published. Tliey recommended to all tlie 
auxiUary and other anti-slavery societies, and all 
friends of immediate emancipation, to hold solemn 
public meetings on the 22d of December, to com- 
memorate in a suitable manner the martyrdom of 
Mr. Lovejoy; enjoined it upon all agents of the 
society to make new and more vigorous efforts to 
enlighten the minds of the community respecting 
the doctrines and measures of the society, to secure 
funds for the increase of agents and the multiplica- 
tion of publications; called ui>on mhustora and oth- 
ers who had hitherto declined a public advocacy of 
the cause, now to stand forth and plead for the suf- 
fering and the dumb ; and directed that fifty thou- 
sand copies of the monthly newspaper, entitled 
Human Kiqiits, be published, in mourning, contain- 
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ing a biographical sketch of Mr. Lovejoy, the efforts 
luade by him in the cause of fi'eedom and other 
moral reforms, a history of the mob, etc., with an 
appeal to the American people and the civilized 
world. These resolutions wore signed by Arthur 
Tappan, chairman, and sent forth on the wings of 
the wind. 

There were abundant reasons for earnest activ- 
ity, in this as well as in other parts of the countiy ; 
for while the abolitionists were. all alive in promul- 
gating thoir sciitiinonts, and maintaining them at 
whatever cost, the friends and allies of the slave 
power were also alert and outspoken; men "who 
whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows 
to shoot their arrows, even bitter words; .... 
they commune of laying snares privily; they say, 
Who shall see them?" In a bow-window in the 
most public atrcot in the city of Now Ycu'k woro 
exhibited Bowie knives, with the inscription on the 
blade. Death to ABOLmoN. These weapons of 
assassination were, it was said, manufactured in 
England. If this were so, it was evident that they 
were intended and ordered for the American mar- 
ket; and the fact that about the same time a manu- 
facturer in the neighboring town of Newark, N. J., 
fabricated similar instruments, with the same motto, 
demonstrated the animus of opponents, while the 
measure was to the threatened party a vain terror. 

Men in high places continued, though less nu- 
merously than heretofore, to misrepresent and malign 
the men whose only offence was the assertion and 
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defence of right principles; and leading clergymen 
made strong efforts to suppress the agitation that 
prevailed; while Becorder Bikeb spoke of the dan- 
ger of "tui*ning loose " two millions of slaves. Amid 
all the agitation, the abolitionists scorned to bo the 
only sane portion of the community. 

By-aud-by, more favorable changes took i>laco 
in public sentiment. Monthly concerts of prayer 
for the enslaved were observed in many places, and 
anti-slavery societiea were formed in a large number 
of churches. The anniversaries of anti-slavery soci- 
eties were more hirgtily attondod, and statesmen 
began to feel the importance of guiding rightly the 
awakenod couHcioncoH of llio people. The oirocl of 
these measures was soon apparent in the commu- 
nity, as the following anecdote evinces : 

At a village in the state of New York, where at 
one time there had been but two abolitionists, one 
a Pi'esbyterian and the other i\ Methodist, and only 
a nicctiughouse of each denomination, the two 
resolved on hnving an anti-slavery lecture. Being 
unable to procure a suitable place, they advertised 
that, on such a day and hour, a lecturer would 
deliver an address at sxivh place as might be offered. 
The day arrived, and the lecturer came. " Where 
is the meeting to be held?" inquired he. "We do 
not know," replied the brethren, " no place has been 
offered us yet." At this moment they heard the 
Methodist bell strike, and a few seconds after the 
Presbyterian bell. Both houses were opened, and 
as the Presbyterian meetiughouso was the loigesti 
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the meeting was held there, and the whole village 
turned out to hear the lecturer. 

Another gratifying evidence of a change in sen- 
timent favorable to the anti-slavery cause, was tlie 
fact that business men, who had iniaghicd that the 
world was coming to an end, if the abolition heresy 
prevailed, were convalescent and nearly restored to 
their right minds. Before the great fire in 1835, 
Arthur Tappan & Co. were obliged to insure their 
stock of goods partly in Boston, because the best 
New York insurance companies could not take all 
that was wanted ; but this year the Boston compa- 
nies equalized their premiums on New York risks 
with the officers in the latter city. To the question, 
" Why did you not do so before ?" the answer was, 
" The diflferenco was for abdiiion risk" Thus it 
api)oared fhal risk was then considered at an cud. 

The annual meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society, 
Ma}', 18IJ8, wjis the lavgc^st that had ever been con- 
vened. Ai'thur Tappan presided. The services con- 
tinued about four" hours. Letters were read from 
several distinguished persons, and among othera, one 
from the Hon. John Quinoy Adams. Ho said : " It 
will not thorcfovo bo in my power to attend the 
meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society, but my best 
wishes will bo with them, that their institution may 
be blessed with the smile and approbation of Heaven 
for the promotion of the general cause of human 
liberty, and for the extermination from the face of 
the earth of the doctrine fit to have issued from the 
head of Caligula or the heart of Nero, that hmJatjc 
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is the appropriate corner-stone to the temple of free- 
dom" 

Other statesmen have been, by fits and starts, 
outspoken in denunciation of slavery, but who have 
not, like Mr. Adams, been the constant iulvocates of 
human freedom. Miss Martineau, in her "Retro- 
spect of Western Ti*avel," in mentioning President 
Madison, whom she visited, says : " Ho observed 
that the whole Bible is against slavery; but that 
the clergy do not preach this, and the people do not 
see it." 

It may be pertinently inquired why a statosman 
who uttered the above sontimcniH, and who long ])ro- 
viously avowed thorn in the eonvi^nlion lliat adciptod 
the constitution of his countiy, continued to uphold 
slavery by his own example, and left to his heirs a 
hundred or more persons in bondage, to be sold, as 
their necessities might require, at the auction block. 
With regard to his remark about the "clergy," the 
charge might have proceeded more appropriately 
from other li])s. The fact is, both statesmen and 
clergymen, prophets and priests, smothered their 
convictions, thus bringing to mind the declaration 
of ancient times: "A wonderful and honible thing 
is committed in the land; the prophets prophesy 
falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; 
and my people love to have it so: and what will ye 
do in the end thereof?" 

The revulsion in Mr. Tappan's mercantile affairs 
had given him poignant giief in many respects, as 
will naturally be supposed. But it was not so much 
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. ou bis own occonnt as for others that this grief was 
intensified. Siibinittiug without a murmar to the 
decree of au overruliug Providence, he could not 
but be grieved that the suspension of his mercantile 
firm necessarily deprived other fii*ms of the support 
he had cheerfully given them in his prosperity; that 
it increased the load under which his solvent cred- 
itoi-s were weighed down; that it obliged him to 
postpone or relinquish the aid he had encouraged 
benevolent and religious institutions to expect from 
him ; that it curtailed his expenditures for charita- 
ble objects, and especially for the anti-slavery cause. 
Still, with resolute courage and hopeCur effort, he 
buokled on the harness anew, relying upon his m- 
dustiy, perseverance, integrity, the good will of the 
commrmity, and above all, the sustaining grace of 
Cod. 

His business appeared to be gaining success, and 
there was a prospect of recovering the prosperity 
he had previously enjoyed. Others saw this as well 
as himself, and efforts were made to draw him into 
speculations of various kinds, some of them having 
connection with mercantile business. Hd listened 
to one or jnore of the schemes that were projected 
by men of considerable experience, but after fidl 
consideration, resolved not to engage in any other 
business than that he had so long pursued, for the 
present at least. Besides, his confidence in institu- 
tions that had formerly interested him was consid- 
erably lessened. " I do not," he said, " see the use 
of money as formerly. If I give it to a literary 
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institutiou it may be porvciicd. Holiness is wanted 
more than money or men. Oborlin seoms to bo 
doing some good, and also the Oneida Institute." 

In the course of eighteen months, the renewed 
notes, given after his suspension, for eleven hundred 
thousand dollars, were, as already said, all paid, 
though to effect this object the interest, with the 
sacrifices to raise money, amounted to more than a 
hundred thousand dollars. But his business was 
apparently prosperous, and continued so, while the 
sales were for cash or notes on a short time. He 
had made gi*oat efforts to eontiuuo his buHinoas on 
its fornior scale. To this end unusual risks wore 
taken, particularly in selling goods on credit to a 
dangerous extent. Northern customers were very 
slack in payments, while those at the South paid 
litUe or nothing. So great was the distress at the 
South, that a lawyer in Alabama wrote to a mer- 
chant in Now York: "There is at this time no 
money in circulation hero. A thousand dollars' 
worth of good real property, will not at this time 
[in 1840] command seventy-five dollars in cash." 

A fatal mistake was also made by Mr. Tappan in 
yielding his consent to the proposition of a friend, 
to be concerned in real estate operations, and ma- 
king himself responsible for the result. Business 
too suddenly fell off, money became very scarce, 
three per cent, a month being paid for interest, and 
failures taking place every day. Another suspen- 
sion seemed inevitable ; but in order to avoid it, the 
firm took up its paper by paying half the amount in 
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cash, and giving now notes for the other half. Not- 
withstanding those efforts, the peiplexitics of busi- 
ness increased, until he felt compelled to retire from 
the firm, his brother having previously dissolved his 
conneclion witli it, to engage in another pui*suit, at 
a time when the affaii*s of the copartnei*ship seemed 
prosperous. Mr. Aithur Tapptin went into bank- 
ruptcy, surrendered up all his property, and lost all 
but his honor. To use his own words : " We did a 
prosperous business, and paid up the whole, with 
interest, within the eighteen months stipulated. The 
second inteniiption to the business was because 1 
was unable to meet my engagements for land pur- 
chases made by Mr. P , with my responsibility, 

and I only of our firm failed. The business went 
on under a new fiim, and the debts of the firm were, 
willi some extensions, all paid with interest." Ho 
submitted to the misrortuno with cheerful resigna- 
tion, surrendered all liis property to the marshal of 
the district, took his watch from his pocket and 
sent it to the marshal to be sold with his furniture, 
went into the service of his former partners, and 
continued housekeeping on a scale suited to his 
altered circumstances. 

A merchant in New York, who had long known 
him in his days of prosperity, but had not sympa- 
thized with him in his anti-slavery enterprise, said : 
"It Arthur Tappan will allow his name to be put 
u}) on my store, and sit in an arm-chair in my count- 
ing room, I ^vill pay him $3,000 a year." 

Besides a consciousness that ho was acting as 

13* 
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became an honorable merchant, and a Christian, he 
set an example worthy of imitation by other mer- 
chants involved in bankruptcy, avoiding "the ap- 
pearance of evil " and having a conscience void of 
ofTouce. He did not, of coni-so, pretend to excuse 
himself for entering upon such a specidativo project. 
He aimed to benolit a friend, who luul not been for- 
tunate in his own business, relied upon tiiis friend's 
judgment rather than his own in the speculation, 
and was probably influenced also by a desire to re- 
trieve some of his own losses. It was an error, but, 
being iu, he made the best of it. His advances, 
though not sufficient to discharge the obligations, 
were equal to tlio sum his creditors luul paid for the 
property. 

Among other sympathizing friends of Mr. Tap- 
pan, was the world-renowned philanthropist Joseph 
Sturge of England, who, in his visits to New York, 
had boon gioaily iutcrostod in liis jmblic charactcjr, 
and felt for him a strong friendship. 

In Mr. Stttrge's work, entitled "A Visit to the 
United States in 1841," he states : 

I had miick pleasure and satisfaction in my iuterconrse 
here witli scvcml individuals distinguislicd in the anti-sla- 
very cauHO, some of wlioni I mot in 18^)7, during a short visit 
to Now York on my way to tlie West Indies. Among them 
ought ])articularly to bo mentioned the brothel's Aitriiuu and 
Lewis Tappan. The former was elected president of tho 
American Anti-slavoiy Society on its formation, and re- 
mained at its head nntil the division, which took place last 
year ; when he became president of the American and For- 
eign Anti-slavery Society. His name is not more a byword 
of reproach, than a watchword of alarm throughout the slave 
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Btntes, and the slaveholders have repeatedly set a liigh price 
ui)on his head by advertisement in the public papers. In 
tlie just estimation of the pro-slavery party, Abthub Tap- 
pan is AHOLiTioN lYcrsoiiified ; and truly the cause needs 
not to bo umIiuukhI of Oh rex>roseuttitivo, for a more deserv- 
edly honored and ostiuuiblo character it would bo diillcnlt to 
fiud. In personal deportment he is unobtrusive and silent ; 
his sterling qualities are veiled by reserve, and ore in them- 
selves such as make the lenat show — clearness and judgment, 
prudeuce and great decision. 

He is tlio head of an extensive mercantile establishment, 
and tlie high estimation iu which he is held by his fellow- 
citizons, notwithstanding the impopularity of his views on 
sliivc^ry, is the result of a long and uudcviating career of pub- 
lic spirit and private iutogrity, and of au uninterrupted suc- 
ccssiou of iu;ts of beuovoleuce. Duriug a series of years of 
commercial, prosperity, his revenues have been distributed 
with an unsparing hand through the various channels which 
promised benefit to his foUow-crcsituros ; and in this respect 
his gifts, though large and frequent, ore probably exceeded 
in uHofultioiw by the iuHucnco of his exanixilo as a miui and 
a Christian.* 

Tiie same friend expressed liis deep concern at 
the subsequent losses of Arthur Tappon, as was in- 
dicated in a letter to his brother dated — 

BiRMiNOHAM, Eno., 9mo. 17, 1842. 
My Deab Frisnd : . . . . The ways of Gk>d ore not as our 
ways, nor fU*o his thoughts as our thoughts. In his fatherly 
corrections he often sees meet to try us most closely upon 
those ]M)ints which we think most hard to bear, and to teach 
us there is such a thing as an unlawful desire for lawful 
things ; and perhaps thy noble and generous-hearted broth- 
er, who wished only for wealth to enable him to lessen the 
Huui of liuniiiu niisiTy, may bo pcnnittod to sec that neither 
his happiness nor his usefulness would have been promoted 
hod his desires in this respect been granted. 

o Boo Appendix 5, for statomout respecting Jomoico. 
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I Lopo and bolievo that the Divino blessing will aooom- 
pany him to his rotii'cmont, and should his day of ootivo labor 
be nearly closetl, may ho bo permitted the ossuniuco that his 
day's work has kept pace with tlie day, and that to him who 
feels that, through the boundless meroy of a crucified Re- 
deemer, he has a well-grounded hopo that ho shoU safely 
enter that city " whose walls are salvation, and whose gates 
are praise," it matters little whether ho be actually employed 
or belong to those of whom it is said — 

'*They alfto serve who only stand and wait" 

Please remember me affectionately to him. 
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At the seyenth annual meeting of the American 
Anti-slavery Society, May, 184:0, a division of the 
body took place. Causes had been in operation 
some time that weakened the bonds which held the 
iiioiiibcrs of the society together, and they at last 
culminated in a rupture that left each portion to 
pursue the course it deemed necessary to secure 
ultimate triumph over a common enemy. But as 
we are not writing a history of the anti-slavery en- 
teri)rise, no attempt will be made to state, at length, 
the cjiuscs of the division. 

The editor of the riiilanlhrojHsl said: "It is 
unnecessary to enter into an explanation of these 
causes, but they may bo ranged under the general 
heads of non-resistance — ^iiv'oman's rights — denunci- 
ation of the clergy — personal ambition — unavoida- 
ble sectarian affinities and prejudices."* To wliich 
may be added different views of the Constitution of 
the United States, as it respects the support or non- 
support given by it to slavery — also of the declara- 
tion of sentiment that accompanied the constitution 
of the Anti-slavery Society with respect to poUtical 
action. 

Neither portion had, at the time of separation, 
any idea of favoring any political party, although 

o Boe rtaiaiUhropist of Jnue IG, 1840. 
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the minority of those taking part in the proceedings 
at this annual meeting claimed that political action 
in some form was authorized by the convention that 
formed the National Anti-slavery Society, as appears 
by the following clause in the declaration of senti- 
ment: ''There are at the present time the highest 
obUgations resting upon the people of the free states 
to remove slavery by moral and political action as 
prescribed in the constitution of the United States.'* 
In accordance with this principle, the executive 
committee of the society had adopted the following 
resolution : 

OrviOH or thr Amkkiuan ANTi-8i.AVKnY SociMTr, ) 
143 NtuMuu-Btroot, Now York, f 

Ouiuhur 30, JM3H. 

At a special meeting of tlie executive committee of the 
Amerionn Anti-slavery Society it was uDonimousIy 

Resolved, Tliat this Committee, concurring in the senti- 
ment universally expressed by abolitionists throughout the 
country, that poliliad prtferenoes are to be sacrificed to the 
interests of humanity, are of opinion tlint the reply of Mr. 
Bnulish ontitUui liiin to the cordial supjiortof abolitionists at 
the approaching election, and tliiit on tho other hiuul tlio ro- 
plies of Mr. SoAvaixl and Governor Morcy show tliat tho cause 
of human rights has nothing to expect from the election of 
cither of them, and hence every vote which is given to either 
will be an injury to tliat cause. 

Resolved, That the friends of humanity throughout this 
state be earnestly requested to withhold tlieir votes from 
Messrs. Seward and l^Iurcy, and every other candidate who 
answera to the Kanio efroct or neglects to answer at idl. 

Piiblisheil by order of the committee. 

AUTliUU TAPPAN, CuAiuMiLM, 

E. Wrigut, Jk.,IIcc. Sec, pro tetn. 

This was as far as the society felt prepared to go 
at that time. In a year or tsvo, a stop or two was 
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made in advance. In the Naiiondl Intelligencer is a 
letter stating : '* There are aboUtionists belonging to 
both of the above named societies, who are in favor 
of independent anti-slavery nominations. . . Neither 
of the societies, as such, favors the plan of a distinct 
abolition political party. The new society, although 
it recognizes the rightful existence of human gov- 
ernment, will carefully abstain from all the machin- 
ery of party political aiTangements in effecting its 
object, and does not require a pledge to vote, as a 
condition of mcmbei'ship, yet will urge on all the 
duty of exorcising political power in behalf of tho 
slave. It will employ means which are of a moral, 
religious, and pacific character."* . 

The whole number attending this annual meeting 
was, as appeared by the recorded votes, 1,008, and in 
a lest vole 11 lo nuniboiH stood 657 against 4:51. Tho 
minority claimed that the majority was swelled by the 
attondauco of a large number of peinsons, esi>ccially 
women, who came from a single state, with the 
avowed purpose of controlling the votes of those 
who had been accustomed to attend the annual 
meetings. And this claim appeared to be correct 
as of tlioso attending the meeting no less than 464 
were from the state of Massachusetts. 

One of the fii'st items of business at the meeting 
was to choose a business committee. The acting 
l>vcsident, FuANCis Jackson, nominated a woman on 
this conuniltcc, associated with eleven men. This 
was objected to, but a majority constituted as already 

o Sco NatioiuU IideUigencer of Juue 1, 1840. 
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stated, BDpported the nominatioiL Several nomina- 
ted to serve on the committee, declined serving, in 
conseqoence of the act of the majority. They sta- 
ted that the innovation seemed to them repugnant to 
the constitotion of the society — ^that it was throwing 
a fire-brand into anti-slavery meetings — ^that it was 
contrary to the usages of the civilized world — and 
that it tended to destroy the efficiency of woman's 
antinslavery action. 

But, although the Anti-slavery Society spUt on 
the test vote mentioned, the question of ** woman's 
rights" was not the only matter of dilToronco, as 
has boon already intimated. It was thought that 
tlio tiiDo liiul conic for a soparation, and a now 
organization. A preliminary meeting was held to 
consider the subject, and after prayerful considera- 
tion, it was unanimously resolved that it was best 
to separate from the old society, and organize a new 
association. A general meeting was notificil, and 
numerously attended. About tlirco hundred mem- 
bers of tlie old society enrolled their names, and 
organized a convention, which held its sessions dur- 
ing three days. 

A new society was formed, named the AjCEmoAN 
AND Foreign Anti-siaveby SooiETy. As its constitu- 
tion contoniplatod enlarged action with reference to 
the slave-trade, especially co-ordinate with the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, the now asso- 
ciation introduced the word " foreign " iii its desig- 
nation. 

Wliatovor may have been thought by the aboli- 
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tioniata, or ibeir opponents, at the time of the sepa- 
ration, of the anti-slavery body it will be conced- 
ed now, it is believed, that the cause was greatly 
in'onioUnl by that niesisuvc. Like tlio diviKion of 
Ciiristians into different deuoiuinalions, the com- 
bined action being an increase of zeal and efficiency, 
the division of the abolitionists probably called out 
increased activity and liberality. 

Arthur Tappan was chosen president of the new 
society, and also chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, aftcn- having declined a re-election as head of 
the old society, over which he had presided since its 
formation. He preferred associating with those 
in whose views he sympathized, although cherish- 
ing feelings of regard for many of his foimer as- 
sociates. An address "to the friends of the anti- 
shivory cause throughout the Uiiitod States and the 
world," issued by the executive committee and bear- 
hig his signature, was widely published. It stated 
the ground of disagreement in the anti-slavery ranks, 
gave a history of the proceedings before and after 
the rupture, and stated the principles that would 
govern the new society. It ended as follows : 

Tho committco ciuriicsUy request tho prayers of Cliristinn 
abolitionists, tliat they may have wisdom from above, profit- 
able to direct, and they invite oil their fellow-citizens who 
pity the ensliwed, who desire to promote tho best interests 
of the slaveholder, who love their country, who respect the 
rights of man, and reverence the laws of Qod, to unite with 
tlie society in the gi*eat work of bringing about the extinc- 
tion of the slave trade, and slavery, in this land and through- 
out tho world. 

ARTHUR TArPAN, Phssuibht. 

8. W. Rknndiot, Uoo. Soo. 
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Among the members of the old society who were 
not present to take part in the discussion and vote 
that led to the separation were the writers of the 
following letters : 

Jndgo WiLiiiAM Jat, ono of tho vicc-pi'csidcuto of the 
now iSocicty, in u letter to tho recording socretiii'y of tlio old 
society, diited June 8, 1810, siiid : '*rorKnndcd as I am that 
the ROiuety nuder its present control is exerting an iuflneuco 
adverse to domestic order and happiness, inconsistent with 
the precepts of the gospel, and exceedingly injurious to the 
auti-slavciy cause, I deem it my duty to reqncst you to ci-aso 
my name from the roll of its members." 

John J. Wiitttibr, in a letter to Rev. Joshua Lcavitt, of 
Juuo p, 1810, Miiid : **Tlio an ti -slavery luKst hiis bi^iMi K0V4*nHl 
in twain. Tho thing which I have greatly feared has oomo 
np(m us. The original muso of the dinjeulty~-a diHiNiHititm 
to engraft foreign questions upon the simple stock of imme- 
diate emancipation, I early discovered, and labored to the 
extent of my ability to coimteiiiict. . . . But the separation 
has tixken place ; and I can now only hope that both parties 
will go forward, each in its own way, steadily and without 
turning aside to assail each other, to promote the great and 
good cause to Avhich they stand pledged before tho world." 

An ofHcial organ of tho new society was com- 
menced, styled the American and Foreign Aniisla- 
very lieporter. This publication, together with the 
published annual reports, exliibit the doings of tho 
society under Mr. Tappan's presidency. During the 
thirteen or more years ho acted in that capacity, 
ho presided at tho nicotings of tho oxccutivo com- 
mittee, and at the annual meetings, contributed to 
the funds according to his ability, and labored ear- 
nestly to promote the efficient action of the society. 

About this time a considerable number of aboli- 
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tiouists of both societies, chiefly, however, of those 
favorable to the new society, rinited in forming thie 
"Liberty Party," an anti-slavery political organiza- 
tion, and put in nomination their own candidates. 
Homo hoHilalod, who, at length, voted with their for- 
mer associates. Others declined voting at all. Not 
a few continued to vote with the parties to which 
they had long been attached, and some strenuously 
opposed the Liberty party. Mr. Garrison and his 
adhoronts were of the latter class. Mr. Tappan, 
most of the active pron)otci*s of the new society, and 
friends of the old committee, went for the Liberty 
party. 

The National Era, a weekly paper, was estab- 
lished at the city of Washington, by. the American 
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, under the edito- 
rial cam of Dr. (lamaliol L. Baili^y, former editor of 
the PInlatithrojmt at Cincinnati, January 7, 1847. 
It was sustained by the society until it was firmly 
established, when it was sold to the editor without 
loss to the Society. By him it was conducted, wise- 
ly and courteously, with much advantage to the 
cause of emancipation, imtil his lamented decease. 

The paper had a large circulation throughout 
the country; and together with the social weekly 
gatherings at the house of the editor, gained the 
good will of members of Congress of different views 
with regard to slavery, and gave a respectability to 
abolitioniKui in the eyes of the nation. Mr. Tappan 
was a true friend of the editor, who had his confi- 
dence and support. The present Chief Justice 



808 ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

Chasb was the personal friend of Dr. Boilej, ad- 
vised and otherwise aided him for a series of years, 
and was the means of introducing the paper to 
many distinguished persons. 

Mr. Tappan, also aided in an attempt to estab- 
lish another paper in Washington, called '' Der Na- 
tional Demokrat/' edited by Mr. Frederick Schmidt. 
It was to bo printed in the Qerman language, and 
to be circulated among the large and increasing 
portion of the inhabitants who speak or read that 
language. The Germans who emigrate to this coun- 
try have, as is well known, democratic tendencies, 
and on an'iving here very often affiliate with the 
democracy of this country, wholly unsuspicious tliat 
the name bemoorat does not always indicate the 
political character of those who bear it. To unde- 
ceive his deluded countrymen was the object of the 
editor, and it was a grief to Mr. Tappan and other 
friends that unpropitious events prevented the suc- 
cess of tlio paper. Other instrumentalities liavo 
been happily the moans of gaining the attention of 
a considerable portion of the German population to 
the true character of. American democracy as theo- 
rized and practised by political demagogues. 

Within this period, viz., Sex^tembcr 3, 1846, the 
Amrtuoan Mthhionahy Assooution was formed from 
four associations that had previously existed, in oil 
which he took a deep interest. These were the 
"Amistad Committee," the "Union Missionary 
Society," the "Western EvangeUcal Missionary 
Society," and the "Committee for the West India 
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Missions." These societies were largely composed 
of members of the anti-slavery societies, and when 
merged iu the new ivssociatiou formed an anti-sla- 
very body that carried on the work of emancipation 
as well as the work of missions. Mr. Tappan had 
been a member of the " Union Missionary Society," 
and now became chairman of the executive commit- 
tee of the "American Missionary Association." 

TJie FuarnvE Slave Bill, enacted by the Con- 
gross of the United States in 1850, and which 
astounded all true patriots and Christians by its 
atrocious provisions, was a source of very great 
grief to Mr. Tappan. He regretted the apostasy of 
the renowned Daniel Webster, the subserviency of 
Millard Fillmore, tlie time-serving conduct of other 
political men in and out of Congress, but especially 
did ho mourn over the inconsistency and folly of 
professing ChriHtians, including a considerable num- 
ber of preachei*s of different denominations, who 
attempted to justify the obnoxious bill from the 
Bible. His regret at such evidences of dereliction 
on the part of ministers and church-members did 
not, however, lead him to abandon the church, defame 
the clergy, or ccjise to uphold, so far as he could, by 
his constant attendance and means, the institutions 
of the gospel. He hoped and expected that the 
delusion would ere long pass away, and that recre- 
ant divines and clnirch-members would regain the 
confithince of consistent Cluistians and the favor of 
God. 

For himself, he made up his mind, deliberately ) 
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and in the fear of Ood, to disobey the requirements 
of the Fugitive Slave Bill.* CloriciU oxiHimuIoi-H of 
Scripture united with politicians in inculcating the 
duty of obeying the law. But he spumed the sla- 
vish doctrine. " I will submit to the penalty, if need 
be, but will not obey." Such was his feeling and 
his determination, and ho would have gone to the 
stake rather than act otherwise. The iron had en- 
tered the soul of every iuteUigent colored person 
throughout the country, and it had by sympathy 
entered the soul of Arthur Tappan. 

Tlie annual meeting of tlu) Ainerioan and For- 
eign Anti-Slavery Society, May, 1850, was a mem- 
orable Olio. A short time previous, the Fugitive 
Slave Bill had passed both houses of Congress, and 
been approved by President Fillmore, " a Northern 
man with Southern principles." And what excited 
the virtuous indignation of the friends of liberty 
beyond all this, Daniel Webster liiul, in the Senate, 
espoused the cause of the slaveholders in his speech 
in defence of the bill. The influence of Mr. Web- 
ster, though his moral sense had been evidently 
ebbing for some time, was so great that a considera- 
ble portion of the people, especially the aristocratic 
part, took open ground as supporters of the iniqui- 
tous measure. On the other hand, the anti-slavciy 

o In the (la3's of British oppresHioii, when the Piulinmont hnd 
enacted tin nibitravy and unconstitntionul bill, Mr. Tappau's iua- 
ternal grandfather was one of the Bostonians who refused to call 
it a LAW, and it was styled the Boston Pout Bill. By that nniue 
it was uuiversiUly called by the revolutionary patriots, and by the 
some it will go down on the page of history. 
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partj^ now become numerous and powerful, reso- 
lutely asserted the unconstitutionality of the' bill, 
and their determination to disobey it, "sink or 
swim." 

Under these circumstances the society hold its 
tenth annual meeting, in the Broadway Tabernacle, 
which was entirely filled. Addresses wore made by 
William Jay, Samuel Lewis, and Henry Ward 
Beecher, full of patriotic feeling. The correspond- 
ing secretary, as usual, presented an abstract of the 
annual report, and read a set of resolutions. When 
he commenced reading the one relating to Mr. Web- 
ster, it became evident that there were present many 
"sons^of Belial," who were resolved on making a 
disturbance. The resolution included two verses 
from a trenchant poem by Whittier, entitled "Ichor 
bod.*' The whole resolution was as follows : 

Resolved, That Danieti Wrustbii, by hi» cli8i*cgard of early 
profc8siou8, his treachery to hutnauity and freedom, and bis 
servility to the slave power, has forfeited tbe respect and 
confidence of bis constituents and country. 

*' Of all wo lovod and honored, nangbt 
Save power remains — 
A fallen angel's pride of thought 
Still strong in chains. 

**A11 else is gone ; from those great eyes 
The soul has fled : 
When faith is lost, when honor dies, 
The man is deadl" 

Amid vociferous noise and interruptions, it took 
some time to read the resolution ; but after several 
attempts the reader at length succeeded, and the 
vast tiudienco rocoivod it wilh acclamation. 
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At the uext anniversary, held also in the Broad- 
way Tabernacle, May 6, 1851, the chair was occu- 
pied by Mr. Tappan, the ninety-fourth psalm wns 
read by Rev. Dr. Lansing, a fervent prayer was 
offered by IloV. Charles W. Gardner, a coloroil 
brother of Philadelphia, an abstract of the annual 
report was road by the coiTcsponding socretaiy, the 
acceptance of which was moved by Bev. Samuel £. 
Cornish. The addresses were by Bev. Henry Ward 
Beecher, Bev. Dr. Willis of Canada, and Bev. C. Q. 
Finney. A set of resolutions was read, and enthu- 
siastically (ul()i>tod. 

Mr. Beecher was the principal speaker. At this 
time, and provionsly, most of the niiniHt(n*s had kept 
away from anti-slavery platforms, especially in the 
lafge cities. Mr. Beecher, who had recently been 
settled over the Congregational church in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., did not hesitate to throw his influence in favor 
of the anti-slavery question, and thereby gained a 
hold on the affections and respect of the progi*essive 
portion of the community that ho has never lost 
At this meeting an amusing scene occurred. While 
Mr. Beecher was making his eloquent address, a 
young man in the "rioters' comer" of the galleiy 
interrupted him with some outburst that excited a 
general laugh. Mr. Boochor asked, " Wlioro did you 
come from, pray?" The youth exclaimed, "I am 
from up the river." Mr. Beecher, with ready wit, 
said with a gesture indicating what was in his mind, 
"Sing 'Sing?** The laugh and cheers were now 
directed against the young man, who screamed out. 
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"No; I am from the South." The reply was, "I 
thought so." At this Mr. Beecher was loudly 
cheered, and resumed liis speech, while the audience 
were perfectly quiet, except that at a frequent burst 
of oloquouco thoy rapturously applauded. 

Despite of Congi*essional bills, framed in oppo- 
sition to the law of God and the claims of human- 
ity, and the arguments offered in some religious 
journals, Mr. Tappan was the early and persevering 
friond and helper of fugitive slaves. Ho aided them 
with his purse, advice, and sympathy; and when he 
learned that the objects of his benefactions had 
safely reached the Canadian provinces, he did not 
attempt to conceal his exultation. It has even been 
said that he, or one bearing his name, o\vned a 
horse somewhere near the Susquehannah river, that 
was often mounted by fugitives, while under the 
guidance of the north star and a superintending 
Providence thoy sped their flight to the land of free- 
dom. 

The last public anniversary that Mr. Tappan was 
able to attend, was held at the Broadway Taberna- 
cle, May 11, 1853. He presided both at the pubUc 
niocling and the business mooting of the society 
the ensuing day. Eev. A. N. Freeman, pastor of 
the Siloam (colored) Presbyterian church in Brook- 
lyn, read selections from the Scnptures and offered 
prayer; and a resolution suited to the times was 
read and adopted. An able and interesting address 
was made by Fredemck Douglass. He said in con- 
clusion: "It is not in the power of human law to 

14 
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make men entirely forget that the slave is a man* 
The freemen of the North can never be brought to 
look with the same feelings upon a man escaping 
from his claimants as upon a horse mnning from 
its oAviior. Tlie slave is a man, and no slave. Now, 
sir, I hail more to say on tlie onconraging asiYocts of 
tlio times, but tlio tiiuo fails mo. I will only say, lu 
conclusion, greater is He that is for us than thej 
that are against us; and though labor and peril 
beset the anti-slavery movements, so sure as a Gkxl 
of mercy and justice is enthroned above all created 
things, so sure will that cause gloriously tiiumph.'* 
(Great applause.) 

The deeply lamented Fi'osidont LtnooTiN, in after 
years^ hnd his heart lacerated in view of the recre- 
ancy of men of professed religious principles, some 
of them doubtless good but mistaken men, who op- 
posed the emancipation of the slaves, and strength- 
ened the hands of the oppressor. He who is " a 
God of knowledge," and by whom actions are 
weighed, witnessed throughout the anti-slavery con- 
test the enormous mistakes and even guilt of minis- 
ters of the gospel, elders and deacons of churches, 
officers of ecclesiastical bodies, editoi'S of religious 
newspapers, and leading laymen in the churches and 
on committees of benevolent and roh'gious societies, 
putting themselves in the scales with slavehoIdei*s 
to weigh down the poor slaves and their advocates. 

At a cabinet meeting immediately after the bat- 
tle of Antietam, and just prior to the issue of the 
September proclamation, says Chief-justice Chasb, 
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the President remarked: "I mode a solemn vow 
before God, that if General Lee was driven back 
from Pennsylvania, I wovdd crown the result by the 
declaration of freedom to the slaves." "When in- 
fonuod that ccrlain ministcra would not voto for his 
reflection to the presidency, he drew forth a pocket 
New Testament, and said, '* These men well know 
that I am for freedom in the territories, freedom 
everywhere, as free as the Constitution and laws 
will permit, and that my opponents ai*o for slavery. 
Th(7 know this; and yet, with this book in their 
hands, in the Ught of which human bondivge cannot 
Uve a moment, they are going to vote against me. I 
do not understand it at all." 

On the same authority it is stated that President 
Lincoln said with a trembling voice, and his cheek 
wot witn ioai-s: "I know there is a God, and that 
ho hates injustice and slavery. ... I know that I 
am right, because I know that liberty is right, for 
Christ teaches it, and Christ is God. I have told 
them that a house divided against itself cannot 
stand ; and Christ and reason say the same, and they 
will find it so. Douglass didn't care whether sla- 
very was voted up or down; but God cares, and 
humanity cares, and I care, and with God's help I 
shall not fail. I imiy ]iot see the cud; but it will 
come, and I shall be vindicated; and these men will 
find that they have not used their Bibles right." 

"Does it not appear strange," said President 
Lincoln, "that men can ignore the moral aspect of 
this contest ? A rovelaliou could not make it plainer 
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to me than that slavery or the government must be 
destroyed. Tlie fntiive would bo soiiielliing awfnl, 
as I look at it, but for this rock on which I stand, 
(aUuding to the New Testament which lie still held 
in his hand,) especially with a knowledge of how 
these ministers are going to vote. It seems as if 
God had borne with this tlnng (slavery) until the 
very teachers of religion had come to defend it from 
the Bible, and to claim for it a divine character and 
sanction ; and now the cup of iniquity is full, and 
the vials of wrath will be poured out."* 

It is true that all who thus voted, or threw their 
influence on the side of the oppressor, did not be- 
lieve in the divine right of sluvoholding; but those 
in the catalogue who did not go to this eltent 
threw their weight nevertheless in the scale of 
oppression against freedom. " He that is not with 
me is against me.*' 

o P. B. Carpoutcr, iu tho Indianapolis Journal, 
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XXL 

The formation of tlio American Missionart Asso- 
ciation, ill 1810, has boon already alhulcd to. It 
was at fii*st tho ally of the Amoiican and Foreign 
Anti-slaveiy Society, and when events seemed to 
render the active exertions of that society no longer 
necessary, it became its natural successor. Arthur 
Tappan was elected one of tho vice-presidents, was 
also a mond)or of the executive committee, contin- 
uing in tho oflico to the end of his days. During 
all this time he felt a deep interest in its affairs, and 
contributed to its funds according to his ability. 
He had also participated in the doings of most of 
the associations that preceded it, and which at its 
foruialiun were niorgod in it. A brief sketch of 
them will not be here inappropriate. 

1. Tho Amistad Committee. This committee, 
consisting of S. S. Jocelyn, Joshua Leavitt, and 
Lewis Tappan, were appointed at a meeting of 
tho friends of liberty, September, 1839, to procure 
legal counsel for the defence of forty or more native 
Africans, wlio had been seized tho preceding month 
by the United States authorities, on a charge of 
l)iracy and murder on tho high seas, and bound 
over for trial at the United States circuit court at 
Hartford, Conn. 

The facts were these: Buiz and Montez, two 
planters on the island of Cuba, had purchased these 
newly anived Africans, and were taking them, coast- 
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wise, in a Spanish schooner called L'Amistad, to 
thoir plantations, when Ciuqno the Ictulor and his 
countrymen rose upon the Spaniards, killed the 
captain and the cook, took possession of the vessel 
and ordered Buiz & Co. to steer for Africa. In 
the daytime they did so, but at night changed the 
coui'so of the vessel. By-and-by the Unitcul Statc^i 
coast was reached, and Lieut. Geduey, of the United 
States navy, in command of the brig Washington, 
captured the party, at the east end of Long Island. 
The committee employed counsel, made an appeal 
for funds, and earnestly contended for the freedom 
of the Africmis, in the district and circuit courts, for 
nearly two years; and on a fixuxl heaving before the 
supreme court of the United States, obtained a 
decree liberating the Africans, notwithstanding the 
efforts made by the Spanish minister, aided by the 
United States authorities, to procure their delivery 
to the Spanish claimants. The counsel for the 
Africans wove Messrs. Sedciwick, Staitj^^s, Baldwin, 
and the ox-presidont John Quinoy Adams. 

The Africans had been instructed at New Haven 
and Farmington, Conn., and the survivors, on being 
released, were sent to Africa, accompanied by two 
missionaries, with a view to establishmg a mission 
near the west coast. Tlie Mondi mission, as it was 
called, was subsequently taken in charge by the 
American Missionary Association, and is still under 
its care. 

2. The Union Missionaby Society. This was 
formed at Hartford, Conn., August 18, 1841, by a 
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conveniioD, to consider the subject of Missions to 
Africa, being chiefly people of color, from the states 
of Massachusetts, Bhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, and Penua)'lvauia, including five of the Ami- 
stiul Africans. The Ambsf^ul Commillcc soon after- 
wards became merged in this society. 

3. The Western Evangelioal Missionary Soci- 
ety. This society was formed in 1843, by the West- 
ern Beserve Association of Ohio. Its primary object 
was to prosecute missionary operations among the 
woHtoni Indians. It proposed to be in correspond- 
ence with the Unum Missionanj Society, The socieiy 
established a mission among the Ojibwa (or Chip- 
pewa) Indians in Minnesota Temtory, which they 
sustained till 1848, when it was merged in the 
American Missionary Association. 

4. CoMMirrKE FOR Wi':ht India Missions. Amis- 
sion w:is connnoncod among llio enian(*.i])atod peoplo 
of Jamaica. Vive Congregational ministoi'S sailed, 
from New York, in the fall of 1839, to join this 
mission, four of them with their wives. They went 
to Jamaica, in the expectation of receiving a plain 
support from the ex-slaves. Being disappointed in 
this, tlioy appealed to the churches in the United 
States for aid. Eleven individuals were appointed 
a conmiittee on behalf of the mission, of whom 
William Jackson, was chairman. The committee 
issued a letter-sheet, from time to time, in which 
wvxo published lottei*s from the missionaries, etc. 
The American Missionary Association being formed, 
the committee accepted a proposition from the exec- 
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utive committee of the new society to take charge 
of the mission. 

The origin of the Amebioan Mibsionabt Associa- 
tion was as follows: Early in 1846, a call wa9 
issnod for a convention of friends of Hiuija MissioNe^ 
at Syi'acuso, N. Y. An address pi-eiiared by llov. 
Amos A. PiiErj»s * of precious memory, was roiul, in 
which he spoke of the position of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, with 
regard to slavery, idolatry, polygamy, and caste. 
A committee was appointed to call a more general 
convention to consider the topics above mcnticuiod. 
This convciiti(m was held at Albany, SeptonilK)ry 
181G. Brethren attended from six or more states. 
llev. J. U. Payne of lUmois, {^resided. Two days 
and one evening were occupied in a free and har- 
monious discussion. A constitution of a new soci- 
ety was formed, ofHcers were chosen, an able ad- 
dvosH to tlie Cliristian public, written by Wiiliaiu 
GoodoU, vfixH prepared, and the four associations 
already described, were soon after iucoiporated into 
the new society. Hon. William Jackson of Massa- 
chusetts, was elected president, George Whipple 
of Ohio, corresponding secretary, and Lewis Tap- 
pan, treasurer. The executive committee were 
located in the city of New York. Tlie American 
Misdonary^ a monthly paper, took the place of the 
paper entitled, the Union Missiona}^, and after- 
wards, in addition to the paper, a monthly maga- 

^ He died nt Boxbnry, Mass., Jnly 30, 1847, greatly lamented 
by thoHu who approciutod his chnnictor luid sorvicos. 
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ziue of the same name and contents was issued, and 
both continue to this day.* 

The Amislad Comyruilce, before being merged in 
the Amencan Missionary Association, proposed to 
the American Board for Foreign Missions, to relin- 
quish all claim to their partially civilized and Chris- 
tianized clients, and the unexpended funds in their 
hands, the privilege of conveying them to their na- 
tive shores, and establishing a new mission in west- 
cm Afi'ica, to be in theu* hands, provided assurance 
was given thcd it should he an anti'Slavm/ mission, but 

• 

the Board, by its sccretaiy, Dr. Andcraon, declined 
this ovcrturo. It was made in good faith, and as 
the funds had been contributed by persons of anti- 
slavery sentiments of all denominations, the com- 
mittee felt obligated, from that consideration, as 
well as from principle, to make the tender with that 
condition. 

The duty of seizing such a favorable opportu- 
nity to establish a new mission in Africa, appeared 
to be imperative, though the Amistad Committee, 
and the founders of the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation who had but little experience in missionary 
affairs, shrank from the responsibility, and would 
gladly have waived all claim to a prosecution of the 
new enterprise, could it have been otherwise effect- 
ed on satisfactory terms. As it could not be, they 
undertook the work and the care of the West India 
mission with a reliance upon Divine aid. 

9 Sco Appendix 9, for records of tho Amorioan liissioimry 
Associatiou iu viow of the docooso of Mr. Tappan. 

14* 
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It was not an agrooablo thing for those who 
loved and honored the American Board, to appear 
to be in opposition to it, nor to be arrayed in 
anjAvise against the American Home Missionary 
Society, the American Tract Society, or any other 
benevolent institution. The American Missionaiy 
Association sprang into existence as '* a living pro- 
test against what was considered the complicity of 
the above societies with slavery." "Our American 
Christianity and our American slavery met, on the 
fields occupied by them, face to face, and the for- 
mer was vanquished by the latter. Tlio gosi)el, as 
proclaimed by them did not appear to be a match 
for slavcuy, aiid the church, as roproHoutod by thorn, 
seemed to have succumbed under the dreadful pres- 
sure of this dominant iniquity." 

Arthur Tappan, who had contributed so gener- 
ously, and labored so earnestly to advance the wel- 
fare of those bcnovolont institutiims, was exceed- 
ingly grieved at this reluctance to oppose, in all 
constitutional and legitimate ways, the "accursed 
system of slavery," to use an expression of William 
Wilberforce. Mr Tappan talked against the com- 
plicity, he wrote against it, influenced othcra to 
remonstrate against it, and fi*equently made it a 
subject of prayer. 

Some one prevailed on Mr. Tappan to write in 
favor of making or of accepting overtures for a 
union of the missionary bodies. Objections were 
suggested, and in reply, he wrote as follows to the 
compiler: 
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Nnr Hatkn, Nov. 2, 1867. 

TImnking you for taking the trouble to write me at so 
much length, your views respecting the omnlgamation of 
the missionniy societies, I miule the suggestion as one to be 
roiiHitl(>ro(l iiiiitiircly luid with much pniyor for divino (1ii*oo- 
tiou. Providence is hedging up our wny by withholding 
from us the cooperation of suitable men to sustain and carry 
forward the enterprise, and we appear to be making no prog- 
ress in enlisting the churches in our favor ; or in bringing 
them to our views respecting fcllowshippiug slaveholders and 
slaveholding churches. What can we expect from the al- 
most universal church, in this couutiy, that, even in the free 
states, grinds the face of the colored people with the denial 
of ov(*ry or nearly ovoi-y x)olitical and religions, civil and 
social privilege ? Even here, in orthodox Connectiout, they 
are driven to associate in separate churches, separate schools, 
and to lie in separate burt/ing-groutids, and are ignored in all 
their civil rights as citizens, except that of paying taxes to 
support magistrates whom they have no hand in choosing ; 
and a ])oor ])rivilogn thiH 1 If thoi'o is a bettor state of fed- 
iiig lowurdH Mioni in Ohio, it iniiy 1h3 betlcu* to tmnsfor to 
that stnt/^ the location of the main society, and have agencies 
at the ICikst. .... 

I am well pleased with the position given me in the 
Board of the American Missionary Association.* 

In the followiDg letter he speaks out the senti- 
ments buiDing within him, respecting the cmeltj 
of CASTE in our own land, and the backwardness of 
Christians in reproving what the excellent mission- 
aiy, Perkins justly denominated "Oub Country's 
Sin." 

Nkw HA.TBN, Nov. 11, 1857. 

.... I have seen and conversed with our hearty friend 
Townsend. He thinks there is yet but very little chance of 
our getting any of the ministers here to favor our society. 
His time is entirely engrossed by his bank, but his feelings 

^ Alluding to his appointment as a Yioe-president 
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nro all alive for iho slave. I fear tliero are but few kindred 
spirits 1101*0. Hu says TlioniiMon succcciIihI hero in goiiiiif^ 
access to, and interesting many in this city, and would do 
well again at a proper time. There is now so much distress 
in the largo towns aa to make it comparatively an nnfavor- 
able field of effort for getting money, but it is a good time 
to sow the seed for future reaping, as tlie evenings are long, 
and people have leisure to hoar and read. 

I wish wo could got some one to write extensively for the 
papers and other periodicals, in a Deacon Giles or Beecher 
style, and with a heart profoundly and vividly alive to the 
great sin of our land, in the free states — ^I mean the sin 
that pervades not only the world, but the ohuroh, the sin of 
prejudice against color, the sin that few professing Ohristions 
are without, and the odiousnoss of which in tho sight of 
Ood, will flash upon such Gliristians, when they shall moot 
tlioir colored brnthron at tho bur of OliriHt If Hiich a writtu* 
Giiu Im) found uud ongim;od in tho work, I will givo ouo 
hundred dollars towiu*ds the expenses incurred, and would 
give much more, if I had it to give. Will you look out 
for the right pen for the purpose ? Whether male or female 
is immaterial 

It was a constant gi-iof to lum that tho Amoii- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
gave a quasi support to American slavery in several 
respects, and especially by withholding their judg- 
ment upon the national transgression, when they 
had, in former years, expressed their disapprobation 
of other moral transgressions. Although ho desired 
to be cautious in pronouncing an opinion unfavor- 
able to the Christian character of all slaveholders 
he felt that thoy should not be recognized as 
Christians in good and regular standing while they 
held that relation. 

He maintained also that while slaveholders were 
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admitted to churches by missionaries in our own 
country, unreproved by Missionary Boards, it would 
be difficult to attain to much success in foreign 
hinds, as intelligent men in heathen countries must 
see that slaveholding was contrary to the spirit of 
the Gospel. The following extract from one of his 
letters expresses his views on the subject: 

Nxw Havkn, Janaary 16, 1868. 

.... I Icani from Boston that no new instmotions have 
bcou given to the missionaries of the Choctaw and Cliero' 
kee missions, who write that 'no slaveholders are admitted 
to their churches, or have been for a long period, nor have 
any been excommunicated v>1io gave evidence qf (JIvrMan 
charadcrP 

.... I shall not be able to get a public meeting in behalf 
of our society (the American Missionary Association) at 
present, and what is done here must bo by private solicita- 
tion. If a gooil agent can bo found to canvass this city, I 
will i>Jiy his expenses while hero. ^ly rocommendaiion, 
with that of others I could get, would effect more than my 
personal applications, for to most I am not personally known, 
and I have not health and time for a thorough work. My 
headache troubles me much. 

The opposition to the American Tract Executive Com- 
mittee is working well here, and as the same principle is 
involved, this will help the missionary cause. Their secre- 
tary (American Tract Society) will not be admitted to the 
chiirehes, nor is ho counU'iuuiC/Cd by the niiiURters. 

In the subjoined letter ho alluded to the remark- 
able success of a ilouiestic missionary, in the con- 
version of a number of persons in Brooklyn, N.T., as 
related at a prayer meeting in the Plymouth Church. 
It also alludes to the interest he felt in the contro- 
vcray in the American Tract Society, between those 
who favored the publication of tracts on the sinfid- 
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ness of slavery, and those who objected to it Had 
ho visited New York at the time, his old friends 
in the Society would have seen four brothers, all 
friends of the tract cause, and some of them de- 
voted and liberal supporters of tlie Society, stand- 
ing up at the public meeting in the church in La- 
fayette place, to oppose the action of the Society 
on the slavery question, as they felt bound to do 
by their allegiance to Christ : 

New Haven, May S, 1858. 

.... Your ocGoimt of the conversion is very wonderfoL 
That ''plain man/' tlio toachor of the Bible-class, mnst havo 

u raro tact for tlio work I send you a printed loiter 

to the secretaries of the American Tract Society. It is tlio 
one that was prepared some time sinco, and in which I 
referred in my letters to you. I have sent about one hun- 
dred and fifty of them to individuals, Life Members and 
Life Directors .... and have about the some number pre- 
pared with single wrappers and postoffice stamps, for which 
I have failed to get names of good men and true. If you can 
use them, and will write to me immedicUdy^ I will send thom 
to you by express. 

If you think I can be of service in New York, in prepar- 
ing for the conflict with the Tract Society, will you say so, 

nud I will put on my harness and go down at once If 

this separation is effected by the withdrawal of the South, 
we shall soon find these timid abolitionists on the gi*ound 
we now occupy, while we should be shooting ahead. 

Mr. EvARTS, secretary of the "American Board 
of Cominissionci"s for Foreign Missions," had taken 
open and decided ground against the action of the 
state of Georgia, and the Federal government, in 
the removal of the Indians, saying: "We are not 
bound to conceal our opinion ; on the contrary, we 
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Ai*o bound to declare it plainly, at least once." He 
said also, '*We do not think we con stand acquitted 
before God, or posterity, unless we bear a testimony 
against this course of proceedings." Noble words I 
worthy of that enlightened, independent, Christian 
reformer. 

Foreign missionaries had frequently written home 
that CASTE and siayeby, as they existed in this coun- 
try, were powerful obstructions to the conversion of 
the heathen. And yet with seeming indifference, 
the Board refused to bear its testimony against 
caste and slavery in their own country, and consid- 
ered those members of the Board intermeddlers, 
who persisted in asking that the rule applied to 
the tormentors of the Indians, should bo applied to 
the tormentors of Americans called Afiicans. 

Tho " Aniorican Iloino Missionary Society," com- 
posed also of wise and good men, as it respected 
most HubjoclK, poi*sovorod for a long time, in sus- 
taining missionaries in slave states who preached an 
emasculated gospel, without disciplining slavehold- 
er or pronouncing an opinion against slavery. 

Tho "American Bible Society," after authori- 
zing tho publication, on the platform of the "British 
and Foreign Bible Society," in London, that all the 
families in tho United States who were willing to 
receive a copy of the Scriptures, had been supplied 
with a copy of the Bible, made no decided efforts to 
roach a sixth part of the inhabitants, in the persons 
of tho slaves, but on the contrary, seemed to ignore 
thoir existence. 
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The "American Tract Society," after issuing 
tracts on the evils of Intemperance, Licentiousness, 
and Sabbath-breaking, and even Dancing, utterly 
refused to bear its testimony against a system that 
inohided ail these practices, with a hundred fold ad- 
ditional atrocities. 

The American Board, the oldest, the wealthiest, 
and the most influential of the benevolent societies 
of the counti-y, did not only refrain from giving ex- 
pression of hostility to slavery ; it seemed to coun- 
tenance it in various ways. 

He did not expect or wish to have these societies 
become anti-slavciy societies, still he desired, and 
lie ili()Uf<;1ii lio hml good reasons for the dt^sire that 
these, founded in a gi*eat measure by New England 
men on gospel principles, and sustained by their 
donations and prayers, should bear a decided tes- 
timony against the sin of the country — ^American 
slavery. Ho liopcd that the influential men con- 
nected with these societies, when they saw many of 
their old associates contending against a giant evil, 
would aid the arduous eflfort by their sympathy 
at least, and bring the powerful influence of these 
societies in like manner to aid the cause of freedom. 

Arthur Tappan had been a liberal supporter of 
these institutions; he had devoted the best yeans of 
his life and his ample means to sustain them; they 
had enjoyed his cooperation and prayers, and the 
aid of many excellent men who were associated with 
iiim in the arduous work of opposing human bond- 
age. But notwithstanding the reiterated entreaties 
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aud remonstrances of these Christian aboUtiouists, 
who had been among the original founders and long- 
tried friends of these societies, these institutions re- 
mained dumb and poi-alyzod before the American 
Moloch I 

Mr. Tappan was fully aware of the excuses 
alleged for this silence and apparent apathy. He 
knew also of the violent opposition of a large por- 
tion of their friends to the anti-slavery cause, and 
that they said that the abolitionist body was large- 
ly composed of iiTclijj^ous men, some of tliem of 
iulidcl sentiments; that their pubUcations were 
couched in hainsh language; that the lecturers were 
intemperate in their speeches; that the measures of 
the society set pubUc opinion at defiance. These 
allegations were notoriously untrue, as it regarded 
a major part of the udvocaloH of llio anli-Hhivory 
reform, and with reference to the rest of them were 
much oxaggorated. And it is worthy of remark 
that when the division took place, and a portion of 
the aboUtionists, under Mr. Tappan*s lead, drew off 
and formed a separate society, endeavoring to adopt 
such language and such measures as Christian men 
could not reasonably object to, those who had been 
loudest in their opposition, and most offended with 
what they termed the unchristian spirit of the abo- 
litionists, kept aloof as well from the American and 
Foreign Anti-slaveiy Society of which Mr. Tappan 
was president, as they did from that of the Ameri- 
can Anti-slavery Society of which Mi*. Garidson was 
the head. 
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It was said, also, in excuse, tliat the Scriptures 
nowhere condemned slaveholding in express terms, 
and that the Old Testament particularly authorized 
it, or at least winked at it; that the Constitution 
of the United States guarantecil slaveiy; and that 
the founders of our government had made a com- 
promise with the South that the people of the North, 
for all time, were bound to respect. 

It was in vain that Mr. Tappan and his coadju- 
tors, refeiTed to the Constitution of the Anti-slavery 
Society, to its declaration of sentiments of contem- 
porary date, to its publications from tlio bc^giniiing 
of the controveray. It was in vain that they lissort- 
ed the Christian character of a majority of the 
founders and supporter of the society, to the accor- 
dance of its principles and measures with the Bible 
and the national constitution; to the obligation 
resting upon Christian men and Christian institu- 
tions to take the lead in efforts for moral reform, 
to nuiko coiitimiod aggressive niovcuicnts against 
national as well as individual sins, according to the 
example of Christ and his early followers. 

In May, 1852, an effort was made by the execu- 
tive committee of the American and Foreign Anti- 
slavery Society to arouse the attention of anti-sla- 
very peoi)le to the great interosls at Htuko. "An 
address to the Anti-slavery Christians of the United 
States" was prepared and extensively circulated. 
Politicians by the enactment of the Fugitive Slave- 
bill and other measures hostile to civil liberty, had 
moved the literary, business, and ecclesiastical por- 
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tions of the community to unusual hostilitj to the 
progress of the anti-slavery reform. It had been 
artfully promulgated that the refonners were hostile 
to the constitution of the country, and that their 
nioasurcs tended to the injury of all classes, and 
the subversion of tlie government. A large portion 
of the people seemed to be stupefied and hopeless in 
view of the downward career of the nation, the prev- 
alence of a pro-slavery sentiment, and the corrupt 
influence of men in power, aided by thousands of 
timid, conservative interested men, in all the vari- 
ous professions and ramifications of society. 

It was necessary to alarm and call forth men of 
principle, and induce them to stand up manfully for 
their own rights, and the liberties of the people. 
The objects of the society were fi-ankly and forcibly 
KlaUul, ajul the friends of righteousnesH, justice, and 
iiicri'.y W(»ro besought to enroll their names among 
its nioiiiboi's, and to contribute liberally to sustain 
its measures. This address was signed by forty-two 
prominent abolitionists, among whom were the fol- 
lowing persons, since deceased: David Thurston, 
Samuel Fessenden, Titus Hutchinson, Samuel Os- 
good, John Pierpont, Bancroft Fowler, William Jay, 
John Bankin, Arthur Tappan, 0. D. Cleveland, 
Charles Avery, T. B. Hudson, Joshua R. Giddings, 
Charles Durkee. 

It is believed that this efibrt of Mr. Tappan, and 
the other friends of the cause, did much to awaken 
the sleeping energies of the people, induce them to 
oppose erroneous doctiine, and stimulate tliem to 
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• 

renewed action on behalf of civil and religions lib- 
erty. 

The words of the Earl of Carlisle (Lord Mor- 
peth) in bis speech at the anniversary of the British 
and Foreign School Society, are i>crtiiicut to this 
subject : " Now I look upon it to be the mission — 
the tnio, obvious, and permanent mission, both of 
idi individual men and of all corporate bodies, to 
wage incessant war against those evils which still 
disturb and dcsohito our globe. To do so is the 
real vocation of Christian men and the supreme 
glory of Christian churches." 

Those matters are now referred to by way of 
explanation, and for tho justification of Ah*. Tappan 
in the course pursued by him in the contest he felt 
himself bound to wage against what he considered 
the injurious poUcy of men of influence and Chris- 
tian profession, with many of whom he hod labored 
in the cause of religion and philanthropy. He felt 
csiKJcially aggrieved at the refusid of tho "Amer- 
ican Tract Society " to bear its testimony against 
American slavery, and to issue tracts on the sinful- 
ness of slaveholding. 

He deemed the excuse offered, that "our consti- 
tution requires us to cu*culate only publications cal- 
culated to receive the a])probation of all evangelical 
Christians/' wholly insuiliciont and evasive. That 
clause he believed, referred to "doctrines," and not 
to "practices." All evangelical Christians did not 
accept the sentiments contained in the pubUcations 
of the society on other moral delinquencies, yet the 
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committeo on publications, composed of men of vari- 
ous denominations, had concurred in their issues. 
AVhy, then, thought this ohl ovaugclical friend of 
tho Tract Society, shouhl it not pubHsh tracts on 
our country's peculiar sin. IIo thought tlio coui'so 
pui*sued was unworthy of the society, coiTupting 
in its influence, and dishonoring to Christianity: 
and it is beUeved that this will be the judgment of 
posterity. . 

Is it asked what are the advantages of bringing 
up at this time, the errora, or even culpable negli- 
gences, of institutions that are so dear to the Iioarts 
of Christians, so beneficial in their general conduct, 
and so worthy of the patronage of the churches? Is 
it not best to let by-gones be by-gones? The an- 
swer is, it seems due to the memoiy of Mr. Tappan 
to present his views of tho delinquencies of theso 
societies, and his efforts in opposition to the evils 
coiiiplaiiKul of. No one who kjiew hiiu can doubt 
the sincerity and strength of his convictions on the 
subject. They continued to the end of his earthly 
career. And any attempt to portray his character 
would be incomplete that did not recognize his feel- 
ings and exertions, duiing successive years, to with- 
stand what was evil and injurious, and to strive for 
what was tiiie, and excellent, and imperious, in this 
regard. 

Mr. Tappan did not deny that the officers of the 
American Board and the directora of tho other be- 
nev<)l(*nt socic^lies in this country were good men; 
but he coiiseienlioiisly believed that, in not giving 
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thoir testimony against slavery, they made a groat 
mistake, and when the iniquitous system was al>ol- 
islied the Christian people of the country saw and 
lamented the fatal error. Considering the vast 
influence of the Board, he believed that by refrain- 
ing from all sanction of slavery, and openly avow- 
ing oppositi(m to it, the most beneficial results 
might be expected; that other benevolent socie- 
ties would imitate the example; that the eyes of 
the people would be opened to see its atrocities; 
that legislative bodies would be on the side of fi-ee- 
dom ; that the church would take action in opiK)si- 
tion to the sin; and thus the judgment of God upon 
a guilty nation be averted. 

That such men should have made so grievous a 
mistake was, he thought, a lesson to the church 
that should be deeply pondered, not only for humil- 
iation, but for caution. Other evils exist, other con- 
flicts are to be waged, and the church will be called 
upon to buckle on its armor, and fight the good fight 
of faith. Chattel slavery is abolished, but the idol- 
atry of riches, the anti-Christian feeling of caste, 
and the oppression of the poor still exist. Mam- 
mon lias many worshippera in the church ; and mul- 
titudes now, as heretofore, profess godUness, and yet 
"bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and 
lay them on men's shoulders, but they themselves 
will not move them with one of their fingera." 

Should not the church and posterity have the 
benefit of the lesson taught by the delinquency of 
influential men in their individual and associated 
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positions? And should not the facts in the case 
bo put on record that the benefit may be secured to 
those who follow? When an individual in private 
life makes a mistake, or commits a wrong, if he 
repents, we should forgive him, and let it pass into 
obUvion. But is not the case different when the 
mistake occurs on the part of officers of societies in 
their official capacity, and on the part of these soci- 
eties themselves ? 

Mr. Tappan, in his remonstrances and censures, 
. had in view the good of those who will be the suc- 
cessors of the good but erring men, whose conduct 
he could not justify or excuse. He was persuaded 
that as slavery was abolished, men would see more 
clearly the mistakes made by those who had op- 
posed the anti-slavery movement. He knew that 
I)(U*s()im at the head of bouovolout iiislitulions, liko 
mou at the head of colleges and other Utorary and 
cccloHiaslical bodies, are always in danger of being 
over-cautious, timid, conservative ;' and he desired 
to make every suitable allowance for such tenden- 
cies, while he did not cease to lament that golden 
opportunities had not been seized to discharge high 
and important duties to the church and to the great 
Head of the church, to the dovm-trodden and op- 
pressed countrymen in chains. 

Mr. Tappan rejoiced that slaveholding had come 
to an end, but he lamented that the spirit of slave- 
holding was still abroad in the community, and that 
it existed in the church. The eagerness of men to 
accumulate and hoard money to requu'O services for 
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inadequate compensation, to lord it over the depen- 
dent and poor, to widen the distance between tho 
laboring and affluent portions of the community^ 
and to establish unchristian and anti-republican 
aristocracies in society and iu tho church, wore evi- 
dences, he thought, that the animus of slavery still 
existed. 

He deprecated the fact that so many compass 
sea and land to make and hoard gain, and that 
members of churches often vie with the ungodly in 
such efforts; that clerks and sewing women were 
paid t\H h'tUo as possibk^, whilo their om])h)yoi'a wore 
getting iunncnsoly rich. Li view of tho common 
OHSoviion that tho law of c()in])elil.iou cvoatod this 
state of things he believed that if rich men felt 
right, they would see to it that all in their employ 
received ample payment for their services; that the 
wages of the employ^ should be somewhat in pro- 
portion to tho success of the employer, and would 
bo, if the slaveholders' spirit did not still prevail. 

Against this worldly and selfish spirit he thought 
all good men should combine; that especially pro- 
fessing Christians, churches, ecclesiastical bodies, 
and benevolent societies should bear an unequivo- 
cal and decided testimony until slavoholdiug, in 
spirit as well as in practice, should ceaao. To efft^ct 
this, he judged that the mistakes and delinquencies 
of the past should be confessed and repented of, 
and that the remembrance of them should serve as 
beacons for direction and security in time to come. 

Meantime he rejoiced in the termination of the 
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self-imposed silence of institutious he ever loved, on 
the slaverj question, and which had forfeited his 
coiiiidonce by a non-compliance with what he thought 
au obvious, and imperative duty, and which his 
allegiance to Christ forbade him to sanction. He 
thought he saw the dawn of better things, in several 
respects, and it was the language of his lips and his 
heart, Praise the Lobd. 
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XXII. 

A MEETING of Mr. Tappan's brothers and sistors 
was held June 1, 1848, in their native town, ivnd 
continued about a week. At some inconyenienoe, 
owing to distance and other impediments, they had 
resolved to meet for once, at least, to hold affection- 
ate converse, and to view the intevcmting mu^ncM of 
their childhood and youth. Mo8t of them wore ac- 
companipd by their companions. 

llooms were taken at the Mansion House hotel, 
where they had a parlor and a table to themselves. 
Northampton never appeared to better advantage. 
The weather was delightful. All were in good 
health and spirits. Much of the time was spent in- 
doors, being occupied in social chat, in reviews of 
individual and family histories, in gi'atoful rccolloo- 
tions. But the weather, the roads, the scenery, the 
views, tlie fields, the gardens, the rivers, invited to 
explorations abroad, and all felt young again. 

It is true that the village had greatly changed, 
and in some respects evidently for the better; there 
were many new and more tasteful dwellings, an in- 
creased number of shops and stores, and more evi- 
dences of general thrift. The old meeting-house, 
the court-house, and school-house, had given place 
to more spacious and elegant edifices. Instead of 
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one cliorch that accommodated aU the inhabitants, 
there were now five or more, of nearly as many denom- 
inations. The inhabitants, now treble in number, 
scorned also much changed. Formerly these broth- 
el's and sistoi'S know ovoiybody, but now, in their 
own native town, they seemed almost among stran- 
gers. It was only in the ancient burying-ground, 
where so many familiar names were seen, that they 
really appeared to be at home. 

]hit llio ti'oos wore there, especially tho venera- 
ble and umbrageous elms, tho glory of the place ; 
as were the meadows and the mountains, that gavo 
such a beauty and magnificence to the town and 
the surrounding country. These unfading scenes 
brought to mind the familiar and appropriate lines 
often repeated in youthful days : 

"Sweet Anbnml loYclio»t village of the plain, * 
Whoro health aiid plenty cheered the laboring swain, 
Where smiling spring its earliest visit paid, 
And parting summer's lingering blooms delayed. 
Dear lovely bower of innocence and ease, 
Seats of my yonth, when every sport could please, 
How often have I loitered o*er thy green. 
Where humble happiness endeared each scene ! " 

The brothers and sisters made a visit to the 
graves of their parents and youngest sister. Here 
they mingled their tears and rejoicings, while they 
recoimted the various incidents of family history. 
All dwelt, with sincere congratulations and thanks- 
givings, upon the characters of their deceased 
parcnls. Tho eldest brother made a short address, 
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in which he expressed the thought that the example 
of the parents hod influenced their chiklron iu at- 
tachment to each other during their whole liyea. 
At such a place, with such surroundings, with such 
remuiisconces, and such anticipations, how natural 
and appropriate the ejaculation : '' Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like 
hisi" 

The six brothers took a surrey of the old play- 
grounds, and the rivers and woods, and thought of 
the times when they bathed, and skated, slid down 
hill, played ball, tnmdled hoop, and gathered nuts. 
They also visited the old lot and orchard where in 
tlioir boyhood thoy hod "picked apples" and "mode 
hay." While here they thoughtof the old spring, how 
the water once slaked their thirst, and all expressed 
a desire to taste it again. Once it would have been 
easy enough; "every one could have bowed down 
upon his knoos to drink." In tho dilemma the old- 
est said to tho youngest, as in oldon times, "Bun and 
got a cup." It was soon brought, and never did 
pure cold water taste better. 

On the Lord's day the brothers and sisters re- 
paired to the house of worship, some to the old 
Congregational church, where their parents wor- 
shipped, and some to tho Edwards church, an off- 
shoot of the old church. How changed from earlier 
times I . Formerly instead of bemg seated as now, 
each family in their own slip, the occupants were 
seated by the selectmen. A list was annually pre- 
pared by "the fathera of the town," of all the house- 
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holders, single men and women, and youth of boih 
sexes, and they were assigned to their places accord- 
ing to some rule, suggested by the tax-lists, or the 
social standing of the parties. 

Tho heads of families wore arranged in the old 
square pews on the lower floor; the widows, single 
women, and old bachelors were put here and there, 
wherever there were vacancies; the old people oc- 
cn]iied the pews nearest the pulpit; and the little 
children had scats in tho aisles, and on the pulpit 
stairs. Tho deacons sat together on a seat beneath 
the pulpit, facing the congregation. One of them, 
it is recollected, who was looking forward to be a 
minister, employed the time in taking down the ser- 
mon, while another, who was very deaf, stood by 
the minister, with his trumpet at his ear. The seat- 
ing did nut always give satiKfaclion. There was 
ai-istocratic feeling and pride in those days as there 
is at ])roHont. Some thought Ihoy wore not seated 
m the best pews or with people of their choice, and 
the selectmen were accused of favoritism or injus- 
tice. Now and then a dissatisfied person would 
stay fi'om meeting awhile until resentment cooled 
oS. 

In the gallery the singers filled the first tier of 
Roats. All the young people who had good voices 
were expected to sit with the singers. There was 
no qvaridic or organ in those days, and the bass 
viol, haut-boy, and violin, were relied upon as 
accompaniments. The singing-master, with his 
pitch-pipe, and his /a, sd^ la^ mi^ led off, while, /or- 
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tiasiino! tho well-ilrilled choir did tLoir best It 
was singing never to bo forgotten I 

On both sides of the gallery were pews, in which 
the principal young men nnd yonng women were 
seated, separately, while tho youngHtoi'M, and those 
belonging to no particultvr family, sat on long scats. 
In winter, as the house was not heated by a fur- 
nace or stoves, there was usually no little noise 
among the urchins, and some of larger growth, in 
attempts to keep warm by shuffling and stamping, 
while their seniors, in the pews below, kept np 
a slam-bang, at tho close of tho prayoi-s, it lacing 
the custom for the whole oongi*egation to stand 
during those services, raise tho scats and lot them 
fall at the close. 

Foot stoves were often used in winter, and they 
were brought in sleighs, and carried into their 
parents' pews by the younger members of the fami- 
ly. The minister, in extreme weather, would preach 
in his gi*cat coat, and sometimes with his hands in 
mittons. Notwithstanding all those peculiarities it 
was a pleasant sight to see the inhabitants of so 
large a town, gathered in one place for public wor- 
ship. There were very few absentees in those days, 
and a large portion of the houses were closed during 
public sorrice. 

Tlio town scorned to tho brothers and sisters to 
be full of strangers. Formerly, at their separate 
visits to the place, they recognized almost every 
one, and when death had removed parents the chil- 
dren were known by family resemblance ; but now 
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the faces of a large proportion of the mhabitants 
were uuknown to the brothers and sisters. The 
inquiry was suggested, "Your fathers, where are 
thoy ? " A few old acquaintances stopped to shako 
hands after the services wore over, and several call- 
ed at the hotel to express their satisfaction at seein : 
so many of the family. 

It appeared to the people of the town quite ^ 
rare sight to see nine children of one family, nati^> 
bom, whoso ages ranged fi'om sixty to seventy 
seven, the average being about seventy, whose for- 
tunes had been so various, all meeting in healtli 
and harmony to visit their native place, the scenes 
of their youth, and the graves of their parents. 
And it was exceedingly gratifying to the brothers 
and sisters to take by the hand those who bore the 
names of honored prodcccssoi*s, and who were not 
unworthy of their ancestry. 

The visit seemed short, but extremely gratify- 
ing. Nothing unpleasant occurred to mar the joy- 
ful intercourse, excepting an accident to the eldest 
sister that deprived the rest of her society for some 
days. Each day the Scriptures were read, and 
prayer offered. No intoxicating beverages were 
drank, nor was the "filthy weed" used by any one. 
With cordial embraces the brothers and sisters at 
length separated to return to their different families 
and dwellings, thankful for the opportunity with 
which a kind Providence had indidged them of thus 
meeting, and with increased love to each other. 
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Home of our ohildhood ! how affeetioii dingfl 
And hoTen round thee with her eerai^ winf^s ! 
Dearer thy hilla, though clod in antnmn brown, 
Than fidreat siinimitB which the cedars crown I 
Sweeter the fragrance of thy summer breeze. 
Than all Arabia breathes along the soas I 
Tlic straiigor's golo wofla homo tlic oxilo*8 sigh. 
For the heart's temple is its own blue sky!" 



THE MERCANTILE AGENCY. 345 



XXIIL 

In Iho year 1849, Mi\ Tappan pnrcliasod a 
moiety of tlio ostablishmeut called the Mercantile 
AdKNCY, au institution that had been founded, as an 
individual enterprise, to obtain and record, for the 
benefit of merchants who patronized it, the stand- 
ing of merchants throughout the country, for the 
use of those who might sell to them on credit. 
This bn8in()s.s gave him moderate cm])l()yment, ena- 
bled him to support his family, and furnished the 
means of contributing to charitable objects. He 
was successful in the prosecution of this business, 
and the profits enabled him to pay the purchase 
money, and buy an estate on the banks of the 
Pjissaic river, in New Jeraoy, where his family 
resided, and from which ho camo to tlie city daily. 
The years thus spent were, in many respects, among 
the most pleasant of his life. 

The following extract is from a letter to his 
daughter, Mrs. M . 

CuxsTNUT Qrotb, N. J.» Jan. 1, 1866. 

**....! wish yon a happy new year. My headache of 
the worst type has again recurred, and I am kept at home 

to-day by it Dr. W has prescribed some medicine, 

and I have consented, at your mother's request, to take it, 
though I have but little faith in it I am determined to let 
tho doctor make a few experiments, and to give him all the 
credit if it does me any good. .... 

I feel that we have much to be grateful ior to our Heav- 
enly Parent, for giving us such affectionate children and 

15* 
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gmudchildren. My earnest pmyer la that onr Lappinesa, 
begun hero, may be consummated in heaven, witli our chil- 
dren and grandchildren. With much loye to all, 

Tour afifeotionate father, 

ABTHUR TAPPAN. 

He had contracted to leave the concern of the 
Mercantile Agency at the end of five years, and he 
did so, but not without a vexatious suit with his 
partner, who claimed that he had been paid more 
than his share of the profits. An arbitration was 
agreed upon, which resulted in an award in his 
favor of twelve thousand dollars. In reply to the 
communication made to him of the decision of the 
referees, ho wi-oto to his brother, as follows: 

Your letter of the 22d of November, has been received. 
I am, OS you anticipated, disappointed, but as the result is 
not AS good as my hopeSf so it is not as bad as my fear& I 
am thankful for what I get, and feel much indebted for it 
to yonr great effort in my behalf, without which I sliould 
probably have got nothing. My chief regret arises from my 
iliiuiniHhed ubih' ' to contvibnto to i*oligiou8 and l>onevo1out 
objects ; but 1^ 1 do what I can, and this I trust will meet 
Divine accepto e, though it will not be equally grateful to 
my feelings. 

After tl Bcontinuance of the co-partnership, 

ho continu reside at Belleville, N. J.; and here 

finding the care of his garden, of which he was 

very fond, aot give him sufficient occupation, 

he entered the iron business, in Newark, a few 

miles from residence, and rode daily to that 

place and L managing the office business of the 

concern, j oved an unfortunate undertaking. 

An abused, aps a misplaced confidence in the 
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reprcsoutations that had been made to hun resulted 
iu the loss of a large sum that went, not to the sup- 
port of the busmess, but to the payment of old 
debts of liis partner. Ho had much trouble and 
vexation m contending against the claims of per- 
sons who had obtained the obligations of the firm 
for the individual prior engagements of his associ- 
ate in business. 

On closing up the business, he sold his estate in 
Now Jersey, and repaired to Now Haven, whore, 
witli property belonging to his wife, ho purchased a 
houso near his former residence. Hero, in society 
congenial to himself and family, after an absence of 
eighteen years, he took up his abode for the re- 
mainder of his earthly career. 

He would have been pleased had a wider field 
bc^eu opened to him of useful activity, and if ho 
had possessed the means to do good as in earlier 
parts of his life. Inaction had always been irksome 
to him, and it was a new experience to be restricted 
in his charities, having realized so long that ''it is 
more blessed to give than to receive." 

In the following extracts from his letters to his 
brother, he alludes to his wife with affectionate 
solicitude : 

Clahrndon BmiNas, Vt., Angiwt 7, 1857. 
.... My stay hero is prolonged by tlio evident though 
slow improvement of my wife's beolth. She hns stiU bat 
very UtUe ap])etite, and I wont to see a more radical change 

in this rcsiHJct I hail an intomow with Judge K of 

this state I asked him liow extensively the clergy of 

this st-ato are of the opinion that slavohohling is a Bin])€r m. 
IIo rcplioil, "Thoy luro, I think, very gonondly of that son- 
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tiincut." It oconi's to mo tbat this makes it importiuii ibot 
tho American Missionary Association should roll ni> tho liall 
in Vermont, then east and sontli, until the church is thor- 
oughly indoctrinated. Now when a revival spirit so exten- 
sively prevails in the community, it is a favorable time for 
tho ofTort. If tho VcniioiU Chronicle could bo mmlc use of, 
and other good agencies Qmploycd, you and I may yet sco 
slavery receive its death-blow. 

Ho occupied himself in reading, correspondence^ 
social mtercourse, visits to tlie poor, the distribu- 
tion of tracts, daily visits to the reading-room, and 
occasional excursions to other places. The people 
of color wore not forgotten by him. With many col- 
ored persons ho often convened, affording thoso in 
want a liclping hand. During tho war ho also 
visited the United States' soldiers at the encamp- 
ment in the south part of the city, and where some 
of them were sick. 

While thus gliding down the stream of life, not 
unmindful of tho life to come, he was soon impres- 
sively reminded of the lesson often taught to him 
and others, that thoro is no defence against sick- 
ness and bereavement; that this world is not our 
home, or the place of unmixed enjoyment; that, in 
the language of Scripture, we have here "no con- 
tinuing city," but are "strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth." 

It pleased their heavenly Father to come veiy 
near to Mr. and Mrs. Tappan, by a bereaving prov- 
idence, taking from them and her family, a darling 
child, one in whom their fondest hopes rested, and 
who was the ornament of her home, and the circle 
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and cliarch with which she was connected. Mrs. 
Frances Antill Seymour, wife of John F. Seymour, 
Esq., of Utica, N. T., died September 5, 1860. 

Her parents were warmly attached to this aflfec- 
tionate daughter, and her fond father was accus- 
tomed to call her the ''morning star." She had 
boon pccuUai'ly and tenderly beloved by him. Pleas- 
ing in person, attractive in her manners and dis- 
position, with a heart full of kindness, she was 
greatly beloved by her numerous fiionds. 

The gi'audparents had keenly felt the death of 
a sweet and endeared daughter of Mi*, and Mrs. 
Seymour, and this reiterated bereavement pierced 
them to the heart; but the character of the child, 
and the piety of the mother, and above all, the 
firm trust they had in divine Providence, made 
llioiu resigned to the separation for a tune fi'om 
those so near and dear to them. 

The following letter of Mi*s. Tappan to her 
eldest daughter, then residing in one of the Eastern 
states, evinces her maternal sohcitude and tender 
affection, as well as her patriotic sentiments, dur- 
ing the national struggle then in progress: 

Nbw IIavkn, July 22, 1861. 

Mt Dbab Dauohtbb : I am sorry you havo been disap- 
pointed iu not seeing your son as soon as you cxi>ectod. If 
ho comes here first, I vfiW try to take good care of him. 
The young folks are expecting fine times this week, I be- 
lieve. 

There was a great battle, yesterday, Sunday, between the 

rebels and the government troops. We cannot rely upon 

<ill that is said, but we pray that the rigJiieous cause may pro- 
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vaiL .... Bring to mind the honesty, candor, upriglitnoss^ 
moral and religions principle of Abbaham LimooiiN 

The knowing ones Uiink the Sontli tiro i>crfocUy nwarc% 
that if they cannot destroy the Union, slavery is doomed ^ 
and so far as we can judge they are in rather a sad predica- 
ment Let ns hope for the best, that slavery will I>o al»ol- 
ished, and the slaves sing for joy. Oh how Widv/riemls will 
sing pnuses to their and onr God when the yoke is broken. 
Then the husband can claim and hold his wife, and the wifo 
her husband, and the children their own parents. Oh, 
happy, happy day ! 

I have lately read for the third time, I think, of the 
emancipation of the slaves in Anti£^a. How affecting ! In- 
stead of carousing and doing all manner of evil on that day 
of days to them, they dressed themselves and went to tho 
houMO of God to xmiy and jiroiso fur tlio mercy mauifcuUHl 
towards them. .... 

You have been told of your brother's approach to Wash- 
ington. I do aim to commend him to the protection and 
tender mercy of onr God. My love to my dear grand- 
daughter. I am, as ever, your own mother, 

PRANCES TAPPAN. 

Mr. Tappan wroto, July 18, 1861: "My sou's 
wifo writes mo on tho 12th iiist. that hor hiisbaiul 
was just starting to join the army at Washington. 
If slavery is to be abolished by the war, I think it 
is to last some years, and that the North as well 
as the South must be humbled by it." 

They soon hoard of tho death of their only son 
in one of tho Western states, after a lingering ill- 
ness. Mi*s. Tappan's health was a£focted by this 
bereavement, and the various vicissitudes of life, 
though she was sustained by a Christian hope, and 
tho sympathies of her family, and the circle of her 
friends. Her husband had ever been warmly at- 
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tached to lier, and amidst all the scenes of a busy 
life, in prosperity and adversity, in joy and sorrow, 
had been attentive, solicitous, and devoted. It 
might be tnily said: "The heart of her husband 
doth safely trust in her." 

On the twenty-j&rst day of July, 1863, he was 
parted from his beloved companion. She had grad- 
ually declined in health, and after acute su£fering8, 
was happily released by the messenger of death. 
For fif ty-tliree yeara they had been in the marriage 
relation, and his attachment to her seemed to in- 
crease with increasing years. In a letter written to 
a beloved niece shortly before her dismissal, she 
said : " I will send you a photograph of your uncle, 
not groat, but good; a kinder and more devoted 
husband no woman was ever blessed with; a bride 
could scarcely receive more devotion and tenderness 
than I am daily and hourly receiving.'* 

llor roiiiains were consigned to the grave, in the 
family lot of the cemetery, where a headstone was 
placed commemorative of her, a space being left to 
insert the name, etc., of her partner in life, when- 
ever it should please God to summon him away. 

The followuig was published in the Independent, 
September, 1863, said to be written by Mrs. Tap- 
pan's esteemed fiiend. Prof. Thacher, of Yale Col- 
lege: 

OBrruARY. 

l^Iiis. Frances AnthjIi Tappan, wife of Arthur Tappan, 
Esq. , for many years mi cmiucnt merchant iu tills city, died 
at Jior liomo iu Now Haven, Conn., on the 2l8t of July last 
ilor grandfather, Edward An till, Esci., a native of Now York, 
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was the son of Edward Aniill of BicLmond, in ilio county of 
Surroy, England, who was Rcnt as a bearer of desimtchcs 
from the borne government to the New World, and remain- 
ing, became a resident of this city. His son Edward mar- 
ried the danghter of Governor Morris of New Jersey, and 
resided in Piseataway, in that stivtc, where his son, lixlwarcl, 
the father of Mi-s. Tappan, was born in the year 1742. The 
last named Edward Antill was educated at King's (now 
Columbia) Oollogo, where ho was gituluatcd in the year 17G2. 
He subsequently spent some time in Montreal, Oanado, 
where he married a lady of French descent. When the war 
broke out between the colonies and Qreat Britain, he was 
called to a colonelcy in the revolutionary army, and became 
the intimate associate of some of the most eminent of Wash- 
ington's subordinates in the council and in the field. 

Mrs. Tappan was bom May 4, 1785, in Bi*ooklyn, Long 
Island. During the early yojira of her childhooil hIio was 
brought familiarly into tho society in which Washington 
spent much of his time, and was herself the playmate of 
Mrs. Washington's grandchildren ; but after the marriage of 
her sister with Col. Lansing of Albany, she was withdrawn 
to more retired scenes. She was educated in the family of 
this tenderly-loved sister, of whose gentle kindness she 
retained tho liveliest recollections to the end of her days. 

When she was visiting some of her relatives in Montreal, 
more than fifty years ago, she became acquainted with Mr. 
Arthur Tappan, whom she soon after married, and returned 
with him to New York. Prom that time her history of 
course has been that of her husband. She sympathized with 
him in all his love for the oppressed and all his efforts to 
call attention to their degraded condition. Indeed she shed 
tears for the slave long before she became acquainted with 
the man who was for many yeai*8 honored with the abuse of 
those who thought more of successful trade than of human- 
ity. Throughout his yeai*s of prosperity she was his loving 
and busy co-worker in acts of varied charity and benevo- 
lence. She evinced her love to her divine Master by imita- 
ting humbly his Ufe of love to others. Her hand was open 
to the needy, and her door was open to those to whom she 
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could give a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple. 
She wns given io hospitality. 

Nor dill adversity work any change in this spirit of gentle 
love. There remained only the sweet graces of a heavenly 
soul, Unit was permitted still to dwell on the earth, that oven 
iu weakness it might give strength to those who seemed 
stronger than she. She was the light of the dwelling. She 
was the guide of the household. 

There were years of suffering which she was caUed to 
endure, and her delicate frame was attenuated and bowed 
under it But the expression that remains in the memory 
of survivors is the bright though geutlo expression of the 
kindliest, swoct(>st love. Deiith ciUlcd away a daughter who, 
had she HvchI to f>ld age, would only have ropojited all that 
was loveliest in the mother, and soon after, it took from her 
an only son ; but though her heart was swelled witli sorrow, 
she was still serene — her faith looked up. 

Witli her final sickness came an entire deliverance from 
tlie fear of death — nay, she longed for deatli, saying, "For 
IO he givcth his beloved sleep." She desired her friends to 
pray that she "might have perfect rcKignutiou to the will of 
Qod." And amid all her sufferings she found support and 
rouHolation in those "faithful sayings" of the divine word, 
which from generation to generation ever give strength to 
the souls of God's saints. The Lord was her Shepherd. 
The Lord was merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy. She took delight in these assurances, 
and in having them read to her. In the strength of them 
she passed through the valley of the shadow of death, fearing 
no evil. 

It was a great pleasure to Mrs. Tappan to return to New 
Haven, as she did some years smce, that she might there 
spend the evening of her life among the friends whom she 
had learned to love, when, in earlier years she had resorted 
thither for the education of her children. Dr. Taylor and 
Prof. Goodrich wcto there to welcx>me her return. But ago 
and il^ inrirniities, whii'h soon ronioved them, hiis now borne 
her away to follow them to a more blessed home, to the com- 
pany of the saints and the presence of the Lord, the Lamb. 
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To a nieco a few weeks after the death of liis 
wife, Mr. Tappau ^vrote the following reply to licr 
letter of condolence : 

New Hayxn, Sept. 3, *G3. 

My Dbab NisoB : It wns yctj kind iu you to scud mo so 
swoct au expression of your sympathy iu my deep afllictioii. 
It is liard psuliug with those wo lovo after a brief ocqiuunt- 
aiice, but ho>v much more so when our alTection for them luis 
been cemented by the most tender and sacred interconrse of 
over fifty years. I feel that the separation will be brief, and 
I have much to be thankful for in having loving children 
with me to share my grief and administer to my comfort. 

We have just had a short, but very pleasant visit from 
your paronU ou their return homo in, an they ihouglit, iiii- 
provinl luuilth. I would gladly have detained them longer, 
but eould not 

Yoiu: ri;ligi()UH rcflecliuus are very pi*oeiouH and find u 
response in my own experience. **The Lord is indeed 
good, and his tender mercies are over all his works/' as I 
know by precious exi)erience. Praying that yon may have 
largely a similar experience, I am, very affectionately, yonr 
uncle, 

ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

The following is from a letter dated 

New Uavkn, Oct. U, 'G3. 
DsAB Brotheb : I have received a letter from Mr. Whip- 
ple wishing mo to preside at the annual meeting at Hopkin- 
ton, Mass., and I have replied to him that my family is so 
situated as to make it difllcult for me to leave home, were 
I otherwise disposed. . . . Your affectionate 

ARTITUR. 

He attended the meeting and presided during 
part of the proceedings, but it was evident that he 
was much enfeebled. 
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Soon after liis return to New Haven, to spend 
the remainder of his days, he united with the Centre 
Congi'egational church in that city, then under the 
pastoral care of Rev. Leonard Bacon, D. D., and 
had much satisfaction in attending the regular week- 
day religious meetings, in that parish, as his health 
permitted. Ho also greatly piized the friendship 
and pastond attention of Dr. Bacon. In former 
times he had differed from him on the colonization 
and anti-slavery questions, but he was not a man to 
break the chain of friendship in consequence of dif- 
forciicoH of o])inion. He flattered hiiiiKclf also that 
the views of his pastor were, in the course of events, 
more and more assimulated to those ho hod long 
cherished. 

He also took much deUght in reUgious reading, 
especially in daily "searching the Scriptures." He 
felt that his health was gradually giving way, that 
it bocaino him to bo watchful and prayerful in view 
of the transition that awaited him, and he kept in 
remembrance the words of Moses the man of God : 
" The days of our yeara are threescore and ten ; and 
if by reason of stiength they be fourscore years, yet 
is there strength, labor, and sorrow ; for it is soon cut 
off, and we lly away." Although he felt dillidoiit 
about his Chrisliim state, and thought much of his 
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shortcomings, jet he had a firm reliance npon the 
mercy of God through the atoning sacrific^o of tho 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was not afraid to die. The 
death of his beloved companion of half a century, 
had lessened his desire to live, while his infii-miticH 
were loosening his hold on life. Ho felt tliat he hud 
no claim to heaven on ac^>oiint of any services ho 
had rendered either to God or his fellow-men. His 
self-abnegation in the sight of God was remarkable, 
and no one ever listened to his prayers without 
being impressed with the belief that he who offered 
them was exceedingly humble before his Maker. If 
asked about his hope of salvation, ho might have 
said, as is reported of the aged Bev. Dr. Emmons, 
" I see nothing in my life that merits eternal bless^ 
edness, and I often think I may after all, be a cast- 
away." Perceiving the astonishment depicted in 
the countenance of his friend, the interrogator, he 
beckoned him back as unwilling that he should go 
away under a wrong impression, and feebly said : 
" If I know another man who was just like myself, I 
should have much hope of him !*' 

Several letters of a miscellaneous character, to 
his brother in New York, will now be inserted, ac- 
cording to their dates : 

Nkw Uavkn, May 15, 1857. 

.... I see by the paper that yon were not present at tho 
Abolition public-meeting, and fear yon are still unwell. A/i 
I have not much to do here, if I can aid you at the mission- 
ary rooms or otherwise, let me know, and I will cheerfullj 
do so. 
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Nsw Hatxn, Oct 30, 1867. 

I Jittve been accused of mnking a speech in public, but it 
is not quite true, the occasion was the Tisit to this city of 
abont 700 East Haniptoncrs, mostly my friend WilHston's 
cMuphiyoM, wlio WHS also prcsc^nt Tlioy came in twelve care 
on an excursion, and after they had been welcomed by the 
mayor and one or two others, I was urged to say something, 
which I did briefly. I suppose my name was put into the 
newspaper from a false notion that it would add something 
to the eflfect, and not because I said anything to any pur* 
pose. I shall probably never bo so (mis)roprcsented again. 

Nbw IIaten, March 13, 1859. 
I liavo yours of the 11th inst, and learn from it, for the 
first time, that you have been unwelL Why have you allowed 
mo to be kept in ignorance of that which so nearly concerns 
my happiness ? and why have you not taken me at my word 
and sent for me to aid you at the missionary rooms ? Ton 
do not now say how well you are, and whether you are able 
to be out If you are still confined at home, do let me know, 
and come to your a/wistanco. 

Ho had a dno approciation of tlio talonts and 
f earlossiioss of tlie distinguished minister mentioned 
in the annexed note, nor did he much heed the ac- 
cusation of his enemies, as they were ready to ex- 
claim: "Thou art beside thyself; much learning 
doth make thee mad." 

New IIavkn, Nov. 38, 1869. 
.... Dr. Oheever's sermon in Friday's TSHbttne^ is a cap- 
ital one, and will I think do great good. I wish it may be 
read by every doughface professing ChrisUan in our land. 

Nbw Havsn, Jannary 13, 1861. 
. . . Rev. H. T. writes me that there will be a con- 
vention of the Ohristinn friends of the church Anti-slavery 
Society soon in New York, and asks for a communication 
from nio to ha read upon the occttsion, Hjis this measiu'o your 
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approbation ? Regiirtling, as I do, Uio present agitation in 
our country as the answer of Go<l*to the pmycrs of the 
friends of the idave for their deliyeranoe, I think onr policy 
should be to stand stiU and wait for His manifestations 
before we make any further movement The anti-slaveiy 
cause is evidently gaining ground with politicians in tlio 
free states, and they are doing a good work for us at Wash- 
ington. I fear that anytliing we may do now will excite 
their fear of being identiiicil with us and sLicken their zotiL 
I therefore hope that the proposed convention will be post- 
poned. 

In February, 1861, lie writes as follows: 

I regret to see the falling off of receipts from the Ameri- 
can MiHNioiiiiry AHHOc.iutioii. Tlio pn»HjMM!t oi the curtiul- 

meut of roceipt8 from obligiui nio to huMlNUid my nieaiiH^ 

or I would Hond you more. As it is I can hai'dly restiiiin my 
inclination to do so, and feel that I am wanting in faith iu 
the kind providence that has hitherto so bountifully pro- 
vided for me and mine. If there is suflfeiing with our mis- 
sionaries for the money due them, I tliink it should be so 
stated iu the American Missionary, and for one I will respond 
to it if I have to give my last dollar ; for this is a debt tliat 
ought to be paid, if it takes the last cent from those who sent 
them forth. 

Again he says : 

I see by the last American Missionary that the society is 
doing at St. Louis among the colored people similar labor 
to that of the Christian Commission among our wounded 
soldiers. We have recently had a public meeting here of the 
Christian Commission, and nothing has so much moved the 
syniputhicB of our active Oliriutiuus. 

The hope of being instrumented in saving the souls of 
those who are poriling their lives for our country is cidcula- 
ted to draw liberal contributions from those wlio appreciate 
the value of the soul, if any thing can, and^ nothing will give 
so much credit to our society as the fact that we are doing a 
similar or rather the same work among the colored soldiers. 
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Nbw Hatxn, April 2C, 18C1. 

.... I regret to Icai-Ji that the rcccipU* of the American 
Missiouary Association aro so small. Is there not a large 
amount of bequests not yet used ? particularly of that at 
PitUshiirgh ? I fwir othtu's as well as mysc^lf an^ so impressed, 
if it is not so, and that your receipts arc alTected by it Would 
it not be well to publish an explanation for the satisfaction 
of the friends of tlio association ? In consequence of our 
national difficulties, my receipts are cut off enUrdy for the 
time being, and till peace dawns upon us, I have got to hus- 
band what I haye and deny myself the great pleasure of giv- 
ing freely. . . . 

I fear we shall have a protracted war, and it is difficult to 
predict what the result will be. If there were a Uutrough 
anti-slaveiy feeling x^eiTading the free states, I woidd hope 
that the skive states might be conquered and the slave be set 
free, but we are yet too pro-slavery for this, and I fear are to 
share more deeply, for our share in the national sin, tlie just 
judgments of heaven. 

.... You have I suppose seen the statement that Qcn. 
Ihilhu* oJTorcd to rocjqiture Konie runaAvay slaves in MarylaniL 
Encrlosed is the expression of the righteous indignation of 
our frit'ud Townsend at such hear(.h»HH tr(»jich(»ry to liberty. 
I can haixUy believe it true, and hope to see it contradicted. 
I would have made the journey to New York to have wit- 
nessed the humiliation of the Journal (f Commerce, I learn 
that the editor told a New Haven gentleman that it was a 
bitter pill. 

Uo took a warm intorost iu Iho movoinonts of 
the "American Missionary Association" with refer- 
ence to the freedmen. Its appeals for funds for the 
estabUshment of schools among them, for the build- 
ing of school-houses, the employment of teachers, 
and lh(> succ(\ss aitondin*^ sncli a])i)oalaand outlays, 
contiibntcd much to liis cnjoj'ment during his last 
days. Ho coutiibutod according to his abiUty for 
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the promotion of the object; also to the "Sanitary 
Commission/' and the '' Christian Commission " the 
objects of which were precious in his estimation. 
His interest in these beneyolent enterprises and in 
all matters connected with the temblo conflict in 
which the nation was inyolved, wore apparent in his 
conyersation, letters, and prayers. 

Nsw Haykn, May 90, 1881. 

I thank yon for your long letter of the 13th, and the ofll- 
cial document, which I now retom. I am glad it was aent 
to Batler, though from hia reply, he seems to be justified. 

I am much taken with the Ruggnstion of our Mondi mia* 
sioniiric^s to have an oHtiibliHhiiient at Shorl>ro iHhiiid ti> |»nH 
mote the cultivation of cotton in that port of Africa. What 
do your committee tliink of it ? Why not have a company 
formed at once for the purpose, with a sufficient ci^ital to 
carry it out ? Let colored men be interested, and as they 
become qualified, take the whole management and owner- 
ship if they choose. It would I think, aid very much in 
promoting civilization and might be a source of great profit 
to those engaged in it There should be a good store opened 
there and a vessel or vessels to send the cotton to market — 
owned by the concern. I would engage in the undertaking 
myself if younger, and even now, if better men cannot be 
found for it Let me know what you think of it I hope 
the South wiU insisi on ''their rights " till slavery is abolished. 
It is our only hope of getting rid of slavery. There can be 
no permanent peace till slavery is abolislied. Dr. Tyng 
acta nobly. 

Ntw IIavkn, Jnoo 20, 1801. 

I am glad yon are now so well accommodated as to the 
office. I wish I had a few thousands to help you to keep the 
wheels in motion. *' The Lord reigns, and his ways are not 
as our ways." It may be the time for us to stand and be- 
hold the wonderful workings of His providenoa 
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Nbw Havbn, Oct. 31, 1801. 
.... We were mucli gratified with oar attendance at the 
anniversary, and think it was admirably managed and sus- 
tained in all its parts. I hope soon to see it photographed in 
print, and doubt not it will do the society much good, if well 
prostMiUul. If the whole oliurcJi couhl have boon present to 
hear the speeches it would have been advanced a whole gen- 
eration in its progress millennium-ward. 

Nbw IIayen, Ang. 1, 18C2. 

I am sorry you are a sufferer from headache. ThU 

is an old complaint of mine, and I have rarely a day's free- 
dom from it, and yet have never allowed it to debar mo from 

the duties of life, though it has often curtailed its pleasures. 

t Nkw Haven, Jan. 31 , 1BG3. 

I acquiesce in your wish in respect to the donation in 
your hands, but would prefer not to have the recipient know 
whence it comes. Should the war lost over a year or two 
longer, I have the prospect of having my ability to contrib- 
ute to objects of benevolence much abiidgcd, as my future 
resources are chiefly in Virginia, where it will I suppose be 
difliciilt to opomto while flic war loKffl. 

April 18, 18C3. 

Death is fast weakening our ties to this world and admon- 
ishing us that the time of our departure also is at hand. Let 
ns, my dear brother, keep our lamps trimmed and burning, 
while we do with our might whatever our hands find to do 
in advancing the cause of righteousness on the earth. 

FROM A LETTEB TO HIS SLDK8T DAUGHTEB. 

Nbw Uavbn, Oct. 3, 1863. 
You have brought me so much in your debt by your two 
l6ug and valued letters that I despair of extricating myself, 
but I know you will value tidings from the paternal roof even 
thongh brief and otherwise not very interesting. . . . Let us, 
my dear daughter, look to our heavenly Father for a contin- 
uance of the Idnd care we have hitherto experienced, and 
with grateful hearts submit without repining to the trials of 
lifo, and may tlioy servo to weaken our Jiold o\\ time and 
ripoii ns for (.lio (Mij*\v"i<^nt"S of hoaven. With much love to 

F and Ij . your iiiTectioniito father, 

ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

IG 
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He loYcd to resort to the cemetery, inhere reposes 
the dust of so many of his valued fi*ieuds, and the 
friends of God and man. Especially was he drawn to 
tlie grave of his beloved wife, the centre of his earthly 
affections while sojourning in this vale of tears, and 
the object of his meditations in the bright world to 
which ho had so gooil reason to boliuvo she hiul 
departed. He would ruminate also upon the ])laco 
by her side, whore ho expected soon to rest Tliis 
was not, however, a gloomy reflection, for he knew 
in whom he believed, and anticipated with some 
satisfaction the time when he should be united to 
his wife, his departed children, his parents, the 
fnoiuls with whom ho had been ussociatiul iu be- 
nevolent enterprises, those for whom he hod labored 
so much, and *' to the general assembly and church 
of the first-bom, which are written in heaven, and 
to Qod the Judge of all, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect; and to Jesus the Mediator of the 
new covenant." 

He loved his surviving children and grand-chil- 
dren, and other relations ; he took much interest in 
passing events, and especially in the great conflict in 
which the country was involved. On the triumph 
of our forces depended the liberties of the slave, 
and the welfare of the nation. Ho looked forward 
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\rifch confident expectation, to the time when the 
Southern Confederacy would bo broken up, the en- 
slaved set free, and the triumph of free institutions 
complete and glorious. His confidence was founded, 
not so much in the prowess of our arms, splendid as 
they were, as in the righteousness of our cause, and 
tlie promises of the Almighty. He knew full well 
that the North had been wickedly in a political 
league with the South in oppressing the man of 
color, and by its connivances, apologies, state and 
national enactments, its preaching, its literature, its 
fellowship with slaveholders, in church and state, 
and in benevolent and ecclesiastical associations 
without rebuke. 

He believed that the free states were guilty, in 
the sight of heaven and earth, for their alliance with 
the slavo stati'^s in }H)Iilical and religious adilialiuns, 
and deserved the punishment inflicted nixni them in 
the loto of life and trciisure. Uo believed also that 
God, in his retributive justice, had brought desola- 
tion and destruction upon the South for its flagitious 
cruelty to the colored man. Still, he anticipated 
that order would be brought out of confusion, that 
liberation would be given to the slave, and that 
]H>ace and prosperity would revisit the land, in ful- 
filment of the prediction : " Sm-ely the wrath of man 
shall praise thee ; and the remainder of wrath shalt 
thou restrain." 

The following lettoi*s, addressed to his eldest 
ilaup;htor, who then ri^sided in a distant stiitc, evince 
ilio di'op interest he took in her welfaie, and that 
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of her fatherless children. Tlioy ore inserted with- 
out abridguiont, as a specimen of the oIToctiou ho 
manifested towards them in their trials, as well as 
the pleasant retrospect he took of the scenes of his 
earlier life : 

Nkw Havkn, October 9, 18GS. 

I liavo iu;kno\v1(Hlg(ul your liiHt lotUu* to mo, but I tvivc I 
failed to express suflicicntly Low much pleosuro yonr letters 
give me. I assure you I prize them highly, and shall be 
glad to have them often, and only regret that I am able to 
make you no better return in the same way. You must find 
your happiness increased by having your sister with you. I 
hope you may both derive gi*cat benefit from the waters, as 
I doubt not you will from tho iiloasiint comiNUiy usually mot 
with at Simitoga. 

I liavo spout much pleasant time tlioro, with your mother, 
in days gone by, and have witnessed a wonderful improve- 
ment in her health in a short time. Once I took her there 
and to Lake George, when so feeble that she was scarcely 
able to sit on a horse. At first, I got her on a gentle one, 
and only walked him a short distance, increasing tlie distance 
and tho quality of tho animal oacli day. Tlio second wo(*.k wo 
went on hoi'8cb:ick to Luke George, being two days on tlie 
way. There we spent another week, riding, and sailing on 
that beautiful lake, and then her health was so much better, 
that we rode the eighteen miles to Saratoga without alight- 
ing, and the next day left for home, her health being quite 

restored. I hope you and dear K may be equally favored, 

as your mother was, in the attainment of tlie blessing of 
health, without which all other temporal blessings seem of 
little value. 

E is now my housekeeper, and we get along very 

pleasantly. I am sony you have cause for so much anxiety 

on W *s account, and rejoice with you that he has in 

Alfred E *s family such kind friends near him. 

Witli much love to yourself, Fanny, Lizzy, and to dear 
Catharine, Your father, 

AUTHUU TAPPAN. 
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Nktt Haven, Oct. 27, 1863. 

I must write yon a few lines to thank you for your long 
and good letter of the 22d. I am glad to learn that yonr 
health continues to improve, and that yon have the prospect 
of a comfortable winter with your dear children in the Amer- 
ican Babylon. JjiiHt week I was from homo about four days, 
attending the anniversary of the American Missionaiy Asso- 
ciation at Hoi^kinton, Mass. We hod a very interesting meet- 
ing. As I was within twenty or tliirty miles of Boston, I was 
strongly inclined to accompany brother XiCwis and his wife 
there, and make a short visit to brothers John and Charles, 
but WHS deterred by regard to Eliza*s loneliness at homo. 

I think you have the promise of a very hax^py winter, and 
I rejoice at it, and I hopo that your spiritual blessings will 
bo also greatly multiplied. 

I rejoice to learn from you that K appears to be 

pretty well, and is likely to return home with improved health. 
Yon must have had a very pleasant time together. 

E and I get along vci-y pleasantly. She takes to 

housekeeping with a zest, and evci-ything goes on well. I 

was absent when F 's birthday anniversary occuiTod, but 

learn she had a little i)arty to celebrate it, H being tlio 

beau in geiKMid. 

I feel that we have all great cause for gratitude to our 
Heavenly Parent for his unnuml>ered blessings, and I am 
truly thankful to him that so many of my dear children and 
grandchildren have hearts to appreciate his goodness. Oh, 
how much it would add to my happiness to be able to feel 
that all of them were in good earnest, seeking the salvation 
of their souls. 

With mucli lovo to K and to P and L , 

Your aiTectionate father, 

AUTIIUU TAITAN. 

New Haven, Deo. 0, 1863. 

You remind mo through E that I am in your debt. 

Now lUH I love to be "in debt" \o my children when I think 
they love me, you furnish me with a reason for fwi< writing. 
But I will not take advant-oge from it, and would gl:idly fill n 
sheet if I hud topics that would interest you. You must 
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roiiunubm* that you m*o in tlio London of our conntiy, Avlioro 
evcfy gi'uiit ii)tcr(!8t centres, and tho air U^lmum with nuw.s from 
the four quarUii'8 of tho worUl. 

My life is a very quiet one. Home is precious to me, for 
here every thing reminds me of the dear departed, whose 

image is ever present to me. E is ever busy in endeaiv- 

oring to make home i)Ieasant, and succcods very well. I 
enjoy reading, and have just finished Irving's Washington, 
four volumes Lirge octavo, borrowinl of our kind neighUtr 
Goodrich. I have read it now for the iii-st time, and with 
great interest. It is written in a style worthy of the theme, 
and has much that was noAv to me. I ho\ie to have much 
interesting reading from our neighbor, Avho kindly offers his 

boolis to us. Continue, my doar , to enliven my lono- 

lincsH by ti'lling me all Mi:it int<M'(\st.s you, and d4> n(»t dt-lay 
writing becauKO I am in your debt, for I love to be so to my 
dear (thihb'en. 

My rli(MnnaLi.sm is soniewhat abattnl. J walk with perfect 
ease, and rest well at night My ap2>etite is good, and I am 
very well except the pain in my spine and hii>s when sitting 
or stooping. 

.With much love to each one, your father, 

ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

Tho following were adclrcsscd to his brother, the 
corapilor : 

Nkw ITavkn, Dec. 22, l!<i;:i. 
It is a grout Sixtisfaetion to me, and must also be to all who 
have been your and my co-workoi*s for the slave, to see the 
change that is going on. I have felt from the beginning of 
tho war that God had tidvon our cause in hand, and would 
work it out in his own time and manner. We may stand still 
and witness his glorious man ifost-iit ions. 

In the following letter he refers to some extracts 
from the Scrii)tiires received from an elder brother, 
and to the rei)ly of the celebrated Dr. -Abemethy of 
London to a person who had applied to him to know 
if ho could cure the rheumatism : 
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Nxw Haten, July 26, 1864. 

.... J want them or a copy in my portfolio, to be a oon- 
Btont monitor and qiiickener in my pilgrimage. I retain no 
copy, and will thank yon for one, or tlie originaL . . . 

i am RatiHfuHl yon aro corroci, that there is no cnro for the 
rhiMiiiiiitisni but *' pationco and (lannol.** I have ti'iod, I 
bolicvo, every oilier prt»jic;ribod rcmeily, and am no bettor, 
and nt)\v look for relief only from vfuxm. weather. Ab an 
aggravation, I have the cramp in one of my legs most of the 
night, and find no eHectnai remedy. Can you tell me of 
one ? I am thankfnl my health was spared to me wliile my 
dear wife was with me. A kind Providence so ordered it, 
and is now, I think, preparing me to follow her. 

Evor vigilant; to noUco and coudoini) 

"The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely," 

he wrote the annexed letter to the same, to call 
attention to the report of a glaring instance of vil- 
lany peq)etrated upon a friend of the slave in a dis- 
tant state, published in tho Ncio York I'libunc : 

Nrw Uaven, Jaly 22, ISGi. 
Ton have or will doubtless read tho account in to-day's 
Tribmie. I think that tliis and similar developments of the 
fiendish chai*actcr of slavery should at this time be spread 
broiidcaHt over the free states. We are in danger of having 
a peace with the South which will leave the hydra-headed 
monster alive ngaiin to curse our country. My object in 
writing to you now is to inquire what you and I can do tow- 
aitls averting so great a calamity. No time is to be lost 
Will yon give it your immediate attention, that we may, if 
possible, avert the evil, and have the satisfaction to reflect 
that we have done our duty ? H money is wanted, I will do 
what I can, and try to influence others. Do you know, and 
if not, will 3'ou ascertain how Mr. F is situated pecuni- 
arily ? The hearts of thousands will be open to secure him 
the comforts he has been so long deprived of. Give me his 
residence if you cavn. 
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Work was Iiia oloment ; not that he loved it for 
the emohiment it often brings, but for its own sako, 
" the labor itself being a pleasure," and because he 
could aid others in their chosen employments. In 
the AmciHcan Mmiimai-y AsfitHuafion ho felt a pecu- 
liar interest. It had his pecuniary offciings to as 
groat an extent as his means aiTordcd, and it luul 
his best wishes, amd abovo all else, his prayers. He 
desired to contribute in addition his personal labors 
in furtherance of its objects. His ambition was not 
to occupy a position, but to contribute substantial 
help, and he would therefore have been willing, if 
the opportunity occun-ed, to fill any station, how- 
ever subordinate, that would give him plenty of 
work in a good cause. Surrounded as he was in his 
chosen retreat with an afifectionate family, and with 
cultivated and refined society, he often felt, not 
ennui, but dissatisfaction that he could labor so lit- 
tle in the cause of reforms. He seemed to think 
slightly of past laboi-s, and panted, as it were, to 
engage in new moral conflicts, forgetting that his 
powei*s of body and mind wore enfeebled by ad- 
vanced life. 

He was continually watching for opportunities to 
help the olRcers of the association, whenever they 
were providentially absent from the missionary 
rooms, or disabled by illness. Wo have had evi- 
dence of this in his frequent letters to the treasurer, 
and he gave many other proofs of his desire to be 
useful in a cause he loved so well. Besides, he 
knew that exercising his faculties strengthened them. 
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This year several of his former clerks addressed 
a letter to him that gave him much gratificatiou : 

Neiv Yukk, Thauksgiviiig Daiy, Nov, 24, 1864. 
To AitTiiun TAPrA^v, E«q. : 

Vkneiiaiilb ITiuBND : Tlio question of tho abolition of 
Blavei*y, vre think, has been yirtuolly decided in the recent 
prcsideutinl election, and the cause of JHstico has trinmphed. 
Slavery on this cu>utinent is to die. Wo who subscrilH) to 
this letter were formerly clerks in your employment, and we 
beg leave to offer yon our hearty congratulations. 

Wo boar witness to your fidelity to tho great oauso of 
human freedom, ycai-s ago, when it cost much to bo faithful. 
You put reputation, time, talents, money, all you had at stake 
for this cause. Your store was mobbed, and nttomiits were 
made to injure your business ; your former friends forsook 
you ; but you did not flinch. 

Your heroic example deeply impressed the minds of the 
young men by whom you were surrounded, the most of whom 
have emulated your example, and now remain faithful to the 
good (!aiiK0. 

Now, in tho evening of your days, you behold almost 
aecompliHhe<l tho liberation of the slavcMi ; and we sincerely 
trust that tho kiiul Providence which has watched over yoit 
hitherto may grant in his mercy, that when your eyes close 
on the scene of your labor in this world, yon may have the 
joy to know that not one slave remains to be freed on the 
American continent, and when you open them in that better 
and brighter world you may receive the plaudit of, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant." 

SETII B. UUNT, TIIEODORK M'NAMEB. 

HENRY C. BOWBN, REUBEN TOWNB, 

W. E. WHITING, - WALTER P. DOE, 

ANTHONY LANE, EDWIN WILLCOX, 

CHARLES DURFEE, HEZEKIAH D. 8HARPB. 

Ho made tlie following reply : 

Nkw Uavkn, Dec. C, 1804, 
Smf B. Hunt, Esq. 

Drau Siu : I havo tho communication from yom-srlf and 
other ostcemod frieudB, whom I rocoguize as onco in my 

16* 
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employ, And for whom I ciitcrtniii a lively rogiml. TIiuiiUh 
to a kiii(l.Provi(l(!iico, my warfare against skivory was niiiulu- 
gled with self-interest, and tliat I have a prospect, althoug^h 
in my seventy-ninth year, of living to see the hydra-headed 
monster expelled from onr beloved conntry. 

From the timor of the x)apcr yon have sent me, I am led 
to infer that all the signers sympathize with me in the hope 
of a blessed eternity. This ad(hi in my cstimaticm greatly to 
its value. I shall bo happy to renew my acqntuntimce, should 
Providence at any time throw either yourself or the other 
signiers in my way 

Please let the other signers read this, and to each I send 
my kind regards. 

Very tnily yours, 

Aimmii TAvrAhT. 

Mr. Tlioocloro D. Wold, somo timo boforo Mr. 
Tappau*B docoiiHO, rolunicd Bcvoml lottoi's lio luul 
in past years received from him; and in an acoom- 
ponying note to one of his daughters expressed a 
wish that a memoir might be written of his life. In 
his letter Mr. Weld says : 

You may well say of your father that his life will spi^ik 
for him. It has and does, and ever will. Such integrity, 
conscientious fidelity, and tnie independence ; such siinple, 
unwavering directness in duty ; such sincerity, exact ti'uth, 
absence of all self-seeking ; a benevolence most prodigiil in 
its outlay, yet wholly unostentatious ; a moral courage that 
withheld no jot of utterance or action thi-ough fear of oblo- 
quy, and yet ever quiet and nndeflant ; with a sense of jus- 
tice so quick and intcMise, that it seemed equally a princii>le 
and a passion. 

The pre'cniiucut traits of your father's clmractor so im- 
pressed mo during the yeara of our mutual coopcraticm, that 
I have ever since felt as though the world would be rtjbbed 
of its own, if not furnished with a record of liis life by some 
one who knew him best and can adequately appreciate his 
worth. 
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The war, its causes, and its probable results 
occupied much of his thoughts. He was fond of 
peace, aud much as he hated slavery he had never 
desired that the slaves should gain their freedom by 
the effusion of blood. The Anti-Slavery Society, at 
its formation, in 1833, inserted in its constitution a 
clause to this effect : " But this society will never, in 
any way, countenance the oppressed in vindicating 
their rights by resorting to physical force." 

Its founders were men of peace, and they be- 
lieved in the potency of moral suasion, relying also 
upon both the promises and warnings of the Al- 
mighty llulcr of nations. They boliovod that preju- 
dice would wear away; that tlio bonoiicial workings 
of cnuuicipalion in the West Indies would open the 
eyes of our slaveholders to see the unprofitableness 
of slave compared with free labor; that Congress 
would ere long abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia ; that as slaveiy was rapidly disappearing 
under other governments, their example would influ- 
ence our own to cany out the evident expectations 
of the foundoi'S of oui* goveiiimcnt ; and that self- 
interest, wiser counsels, political considerations, and 
other motives would ere long lead to the abolition 
of American slavery. 

There were sagacious men, among the theoretical 
and practical aboUtionists who thought differently. 



372 ABTHUB TAPPAN. 

The former, in view of the character of Southom 
men, and the dififusion of intelligence among the 
Blaves, thought, if they did not desire it, that 
"powder and ball" were the only arguments that 
would be effectual with the slaveocrats of the South- 
0111 states. The latter included those who, while 
acknowledging the influence of moral suasion, bo- 
lieved that the retributive justice of Gk>d required 
the condign punishment of slaveholders. They 
reasoned thus : The Almighty has never permitted 
nations to trample upon the rights of mankind witli- 
out inflicting upon them severe chautisoments. BoUi 
sacred and profane history bear evidence of this. 
Now, as nations are punislied in this world for tlioir 
evil doiugs, while men in their individnal character 
are judged in the future, it is certain that a nation 
persisting in transgression will meet with Divine 
chastisement. This being the case the viols of 
God*s wrath will surely be poured out upon a people 
hke slaveholdiug America. 

Among the wise and good men who embruccd 
the anti-slaveiy doctrines, and believed in the duty 
of moral suasion while they expected the judgment 
of God upon our guilty nation, was Kev. Dr. John 
Black of Pennsylvania. In answer to the question 
put to him, thirty years or more, since, " What will 
be the result of slaveholdiug in the United States?" 
he unhesitatingly replied, "I believe that it will end 
in blood ; God*s retiibutive justice seems to require 
it." But probably neither Thomas Jeffei*son nor 
John Black ever imagined that the North would 
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su£fer equally with the South in the overthrow of 
slavery. The late war had not been long waged, 
however, before abolitionists generally, Christian 
and unchristian, recognized the arm of Divine Jus- 
tice wioldhig the avonguig sword for tlio punislniiont 
of a NATION, North and South, that had so long, 
as slaveholders, or the abettors of slaveholding, 
trampled upon human rights, defying the arrows of 
the Almighty. 

The early abohtionists, including the founders of 
tlio llopublic and those who established the more 
recent anti-slavery societies, believed that argument 
and persuasion, and the progress of peaceful events, 
would lead to the discontinuance of human bondage 
in this land. Like Melancthon, who, when a young 
man, had such confidence in the power of truth, that 
ho exultantly said to his older and more oxi)crionccd 
brother, Martin Luther, "Let me go abroad, pro- 
claiming the glorious doctrine of the Ileformation, 
and in six months aU Germany wiU embrace it." so 
they anticipated the speedy triumph of freedom. 
The sagacious reformer did not like to extinguish 
the hopes or dampen the courage of his youthful 
associate and therefore replied, "Go, my brother, 
and see what you can do." It is said, that within a 
year, the amiable and disappointed Melancthon 
returned. "What success have you had?" inquh-ed 
Doctor Luther. "Ah," said he, " I found old Adam 
too strong for young Melancthon !" 

Such was the experience of the abolitionists. 
The slaveholders, with few exceptions, were deaf to 
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their arguments and expostulations; a large major- 
ity of the merchants, manufacturers, and yaiious 
tribes of business men throughout the country, be- 
lieved that emancipation would bring ruin, instead 
of prosperity; politicians, including the newspaper 
interest, derided; ministers of the gospel, so called, 
not only at the South but at the North, attempted 
to justify slaveholding from the Scriptures, at least 
apologizing for the system, if not defending it. 

Thus the deluded people put their fingers in 
their ears, and rushed forward. The God of the op- 
pressed, wearied with the obstinacy of the qation, 
commiserating the sufferings of the enslaved, His 
patience and long-suflforing exhausted, ponnittod a 
civil war, such as no previous age had ever witness- 
ed. And while the scales of justice were for a long 
time held in poise, and doubts were felt as to the 
possibihty of subduing the rebellion, the adminis- 
tration, perceiving that all was lost unless slavery 
was abolished, proclaimed liberty to the four mill- 
ions in bondage. They did not at fii*st design to 
abolish the iniquitous system, but did it at length 
to save the govei-nment. It was* not, therefore, an 
act of humanity so much as of political necessity. 

When the determination of President Lincoln 
and his cabinet became known there was a general 
acquiescence. Abolitionists, as well as others, ajv 
plauded the act, and were willing to accomplish the 
object in view, at whatever cost. God seemed to 
look with jiity upon a reformed, if not a penitent 
jieople, and gave peace to the country. 
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No man, it is believed, felt greater interest in 
public affuira at this eventful period, than did Mr. 
Tappan. From a journal kept by his eldest daugh- 
ter the following extracts are made : 

From his quiofc homo iu Now IIuvcii, futlior wutclicd tlio 
great ovcuts of tho war, aud with 8pecial interest every indi- 
cation that freedom would be proclaimed to the slave. He 
walked to the reading-room and the postoffice every morn- 
ing, and had always a Tribime or THmes, to read aloud at 
home ; and his comments were always interesting. When 
word came of tho election of AnRAHAM LingoijN as Pix^sident 
of tho Unit<Ml StatcH, he said, with a trembling voice, "Let 
us thank God." At family worship, that morning, ho piiiyed 
as usual for oiu: countiy, aud thanked God that he had not 
deserted us on account of our sins. He prayed that we might 
now have men in office, who would fear God, walk humbly 
before him, and do justly. He prayed that tho coimtry 
might be no longer a hissing and a byword among the nations, 
but a model nation to all the world ; that through us ChriKt*8 
kingdom might bo advanced throughout the eartli. 

July, 18012. Opinions are very divei-se about tho general- 
ship of th(^ war. Wo asked father what he thought on tlio sub- 
jiHjt. " Sti-atcgy, strategy," sfiid he, " that is all wo can say, 
when we do n't want to condemn ; all this delay is helping 
the Southerners, giving them time to mise troops and 
strengthen themselves." But he added, "The best way is, 
not to condemn, but to wait patiently, and trust in Provi- 
dence. I flnnly believe that God will put an end to slaveiy 
by this war. Ho is the Great General" "But, father, "said 
we, " think of the thousands of young men, who are dying 
of f(^v(*r in the swamps aud camps, who have not the satisfac- 
tion of feeling that they are dying for theii* country." Ho 
replied : "They give their example of being loyal men, will- 
ing t^ fipfht aud die for their country. If I were a young 
nuin," (llii:i ln'ss»id very earnestly,) "I woiJJii>wjr*riiNOiiY lay 

l>OWN MY IJJ'K IP I COULD IIBLF FBKB MY COUNTRY FROM 

HLAVKUY ; brltcu* lose half tho men iu it, than not have slave- 
ry abolished." 
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One of ns said : " Father, \7l1en yon began to work to have 
the slaves froed, yon didn't expect to live to see it?** Ho 
said: "No," and pointing up to the sky, he added: '*It was 
like looking up there, to see where heaven is — it seemed so 
far off, but it was there." 

After the proclamation of emancipation, a friend said to 
him, "Mr. Tappan, you have lived to see a great day." He 
replied with emphasis: "Yes, I am satisfiod now." But 
later ho expressed fears that the colored x)coplo would not get 
the right of suffrage ; and he gncvcd over every account be 
read of their wrongs and ill-treatment. 

One of us said to him, "How heai*t-rending are those 
accounts from our impiisoned soldiers." He replied: "Yes, 
they are horrible, but Qod allows this to show to the world 
the hideouHuoiw of slavery. It will bo piinUMl and go down 
to the latest generation, to show what slavery can do. It was 
a gixjiit power, and needed a gieat revolution to break it up, 
such as man, without GoiVs help, could not bring al>out." 
And he said to us: " We shall not probably have much more 
time to meet in this world; in five years I shall be of the age 
when my father died, and most of his family also ;" and then 
he brought out a genealogical chart, with the names of his 
ancestors in order, several generations back, a long list, most 
of them having died with a good hope in Christ 

AritiL, 18G5. After the murder of President Lincoln, 
one of us said to father, " Wlmt a calamity has come ujion 
us." His reply was, "I don't know that it will be a calam- 
ity, but it is a horrible thing that has been done. Qod will 
overrule it for the good of our country. He has our countiy 
in hand, and will bring it out all right. He saw that wo 
needed tliis. Lincoln would have been willing to die, could 
he have hccu that it was best for the country. This is tho 
fruit of slavery. It was a kind Providence that his death was 
so easy. He probably died without pain." 

When in tlie meridian of bis days, he made what 
he thought might be his last Will and Testament 
Tho writer of this nanative, to whom it was shown. 
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Well remembers some of its proyisions. He, at that 
time, was considered a rich man, and believed him- 
self that his means were quite ample. His beqaests 
and l(»^aci<'S woro such as a CliriHiian Kliould inako. 
The provision for his family and for the education 
of his children, was amply sufficient, but the largest 
part of his wealth was given to benevolent objects. 

That will became of no value, when he found by 
experience that riches certainly make themselves 
wings and "fly away as an caglo toward heaven." 

During the last year of his life ho had some cor- 
respondence with his brother and former partner 
about making a will, and ho seemed at the time to 
rehnquish the idea. He possessed but Uttle proper- 
ty in addition to the house and lot left by their moth- 
er, at her decease, to two of his daughters, and believ- 
ed that his other childn^i would have suflicicnt 
property of their own. What he had ho concluded 
to bequeath to them. It would seem that at tho 
date he supposed himself to be worth more than he 
actually was.* 

In June, 1865, he addressed the following letter 
to his brother in Brooklyn : 

Nxir IIavkn, Juno 8, '05. 
Dbah BnoTiiBii IjKwir : It is qnito time that I ackiiowl- 
e<lp;(^l yoiii'H of t.1)(>22il uU.. J luu agi\iii in p;(mh1 lionllli ilianks 
to a kind rrovidoiicc. Yesterday wc were highly gratified by 
a very nnexpected visit from Brother John and his invala- 
able wife. He sent on his baggage and thus, i*elieved of oU 

* Tlie will 18 dated Mny 31, 1805, and the executors named 
were llcv. (Jlmunccy Goodiich, Henry D. "NVliite, Esq., and William 
L. Kuigslcy, Emi- 
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cnro, WAS able to moke us a yisit of several hoan, leaving in 
the evening train, expecting to sleep in Boston. I was highly 
pleased at so nnexpecteil a visit from one so dear to me, and 
to whom I owe, under Providence, all I am and have been 
for tliis world.* I was glad to find hb health better than I 
hod snppoRctl it was, and that it cost him le»8 olTort to walk. 
I think ho is likely to live some ycairs yet and wish I could 
see more of him than I*can expect to. 

I feel that my travelling days are over, and that if I aoe 
my brothers it must be at my own home, where they and 
theirs will be always welcome. But we shall soon, I tmsti 
be gathered in heaven where precious re-unions await na. 

What is to be the future of our country is known only to 
the Most High, but I have from tlie beginning of the war 
felt that Go<l would ovcnnilo all the seeming evils of it to his 
g1(»ry, and the ultinuito gcMMl f>f our nation and tliu world. 
With much love to your loved ones at home, 

Your aiTectionato brother, AirriiinL 

Nbw Havkn, Jaly 6, 18G6. 

DsAB Bbothbb : I have yours of the 4tli, and thank yon 
for your kind attention to my business, which, as you say 
truly, under like circumstances it will ever give me pleasure 
to recii)rocato. 

I agree with you in rejoicing to see the day of universal 

freedom in our countiy, and feel ready to say now, ** Lord, let 

thy servant depart in peace, for I have seen the Divine blcss- 

ing resting on the oiTorts of thy servants for the iMM»r shivciu.'* 

With much love, A. TAPPAN. 

Mit. Lkwis Taitan, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

To his brother in Boston he wrote the following, 
not long before his death, supposed to be the. lost 
lottor writton by him: 

* Ilis bi-othcr John, to whom this letter wns shown, protests 
against this oiTectiouate exnggerution of what he has done for his 
brother Arthur, and supposes that he only nllndes to pecnuiary 
matters, as his moral and reUgious training was principally by his 
sainted mother, to whom, under God, all the children are so 
largely indebted. 
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Nsw Haven, July 12, 18G5. 

Deab Chari^es : I thank you for your inyitation to visit 
yoiL At present I have no expectation of leaving home this 
summer. My health is very good, and I am very hap^iy with 
mj children ; but indeed I feel that my travelling days ore over. 

I am gliul that ynu have a daughter too, to lovt^ you, and 
care for you, in your old age. Our dear children will soon 
know us no more in this life, and it will l>e a source of hap- 
[)ine8s to them, when we are gone, to be able to reflect that 
they did all they could to make our last days happy. In tlie 
mean time we must repay their love to us now in every pos- 
sible way. With lovo to your daughter, 

Your afiectionato brotlior, ARTHUR. 

Mr. CiiAni.KR Taitan, RoHtoii. 

Tlio follo^viug is tbe conclusion of liis eldest 
daugliterjs non^ative: 

Mat 3. Father has had a serious illness, from a heavy 
cold, with fever, and has kept his bed several days. He said 
to us : "This sickness reminds me I shall not be long here. 
\Vn niimt lovo ciu^li oMior ; brfom long wo. hIimII ari'ivr, J 1io[k\ 
at a good port, where we shall not be separated any more. It 
will 1)0 a go(Hl one if wo choose to have it so. For over with 
Uie Lord, we hope." 

He was attacked with a bowel complaint and fever on the 
15th of July, 1865, and from the first his brain sympathized, 
and his mind wandered at intei'vals. He repeated part of 
the hymn his motlier taught him, " When all thy mercies, O 
my Qod." He suffered but little pain, and it required much 
l)orsuasion to keep him in bed. On Friday ho could not swal- 
low, but his lips were moistened. On Saturday he was con- 
scious, when roused and spoken to. An hour before his 
death — Bablmlh morning— ho looked upwiu'd, and an inde- 
scribable expression of awe came over him, as if he saw glo- 
ries hidden to us. Thus he passed pexicefuUy to his eternal 
rest 

Another daughter, Mrs. M , has furnished 

the following memoranda dining the progress of this 



r 



380 ABTHUR TAPPAN. 

narratiye. Tbe paper was not written for pubUea- 
tion, but for hints to tbe compiler, who does not 
like to abridge it essentially or withhold it, as the 
incidents, like the Ughts and shades of a picture, 
however minute in themselves, are necessary to give 
a faithful portraiture of the deceased. His children 
have submitted the papers they have sevei-ally writ- 
ten to tlie discretion of the compiler, and he desires 
to show their affectionate attachment to their father, 
and to use their pencil sketches to illustrate more 
fully his domestic character. Mrs. M says : 

I wish somctliiug might bo said of fatlicr's lovo for sister 
Faiiiiy Seymour, and of licr beautiful re.ligions cbaniotcry 
tbnt won bis bivo. IIo used to cull bor tbo " Morning Star.'* 
IIiis undo spokon of fatbcr'a fcarlossuoss at tbo time tbo mob 
attookeil bis bouse in Bose-street, and bow be went amonc^ 
tbem disguised in some way ? I bave beard bim say tbat 
some invisible power seemed to bold tbem back, and prevent 
tbem from doing wbat tbey appear to have designed. Also 
of bis going to tbo wbarf at ten o'clock at nigbt, to wait for 
tbo Now IXuveu boat, at tbo time a vohhi^I was said to bo wait- 
ing in tbo harbor for bim, after a x)rico bod beon oiTorod for 
bis bead ? 

Fatbcr was vciy plain in bis tast<e ; be disliked jewelry 
and otber ornaments for mere sbow. He also disapproved 
of wearing jnourning apparel, and for tliis reason among 
otbcrs, because tbe poor often loin in debt to obtain it. 

He bad no fears of deatb ; so be told my motber-in-law 
during ber lost sickness. Sbo said, **I wish I could feel as 
bo does." Ho roi)liod, **I could go at onco joyfully, if sum- 
moned." 

He preferred bonic and my motber's society to tbat of any 
company. Ho would say, ** I ougbt never to bave been mar- 
ried, for my beadacbcs make me so unsocial and unable to 
odd to tbe Imppiness of my family." 

Fatbcr*s feoliugu wore so strong for tbo homo missionarioBy 
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that \7l10n I retarned from oar socioty and read to him the 
letters brought from them, telling of their privations and 
needs, he would express so much for tlicm, and desire so to 
help them more tluui he conld afford to do, that I at List 
desisted from lotting him know their appeals. So of old Mr. 
Butler, a colored man who worked for us at times. He 
insisted upon giving to this worthy old man his drawers and 
other flannel that he needed for his own use. Also of an old 
coloi*cd man who was blind, and a beggar on the streets of 
New Haven. My father would never pass him without giv- 
ing him money ; and it was the same when the poor blind 
man followed him to the door. 

In his last sickness he was ill only one week. I had the 
privilege of sx)onding the last evening with him that ho was 
down stairs. He was very cheerful, and went to bed as well 
as usual apparently, so that we were surprised the next morn- 
ing that he did not rise. Dr. Charles L. Ives was called in, 
but father's symptoms did not give way under his treatment. 
On Wednesday, just before snusut, ho took up the Now York 
Trihitne, deliberately put on his glasses, which were lying by 
him on the bod, and turned to a short article in lino print 
about sonic colored pei*Hcms. Ho asked mo to lot him road it 
aloud. I oxproKHod sonio aiixioty at Hooiiig him reading n 
newspai>cr in his weak state, as ho was unable to sit up in 
bed ; so he read the article to himself. 

As I was reading to him, he said, with his usual thought- 
fulness, *'Don't read any longer ; as the light is fading, you 
will strain yonr eyes." This was Wednesday, at or near six 
o'cl(M*.k, and ho died on the following Sabbath, at 7 o'(?lock, 
A. i\. Uncle Lewis camo to mu) him on Friday aftcn'uoon. I 
remember his saying to father, " I hope the Saviour's arms 
arc undornojith you, and that he will support you." Father 
bowed' his head, as it was the only reply ho coidd make ; but 
his bow and manner were such — so solemn and significant — 
that I felt sure he understood just what his situation was. It 
was as if ho had said : " I know that I am going to die, and I 
feel ready to go, if it be the will of God." 

The next morning he seemed veiy comfortable, and ex- 
prcKHiHl muoJi pleasure respecting the kind attentions of Mr. 
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Brown, who took care of Lim tlirougli the night. Bnt After- 
wiu'ils, Mr. Brown tokl mo, ho had rofiUKHl any further nciiiiv 
iahmont. Immediately I prepared some light food, and goiug^ 
, to the side of the bed, endeavored very gently to arouse bim 
from the lethargy into which he had fallen. 

As I said, ** Fatlior, yon will take it from mo ; yon knoir 
me ?*' at once his whole face lighted up with such a look of 
arTiHitioii as I Hhall nevor f(>i*g()t. Ho niovinl Iiih liim Hovc^nil 
times quickly, as if he would express his fecUugs, but he 
oould not speak. It was the last recognition. 

On Sunday moraing early Mr. Brown told me that taj 
fatlier could not live more than an hour or two. I sent at 
once for my kind friend, almost brother, Bev. Chauucej 
Qooilrich, and ho remainiul with us until all wuh c»vcr. I li:ul 
drawn near to fathor to K[MMik to him, hoping lit) would ixh?o^- 
nisso mo. His eyes woro o[>ou, and it so(nn(Hl hn if ho wc^ro 
gazing intently on some Biiono Ixtforo him, uucoiiwtiouH of all 
about him, and looking into the far-off land. Never before 
had I been so impressed with the majesty of doatli. 

The f aneral took place on the 25tli of July, ISCS, 
at the late residence of the deceased, No. 84 Wall- 
street, Now Haven. It was commencement week, 
and therefore several friends of the family, who had 
come to attend the exercises in Yide College, had 
the opportunity to unite with the neighbor and 
fiiends in attending the funeral. Among those pres- 
ent were the venerable ex-President Day, then in 
his ninety-second year, and Eev. Dr. Massie, of 
England. A considerable number of colored per- 
sons also attended, to pay their respects to the mem- 
ory of one who for forty years had been the friend 
and advocate of their people. 

All the ari-angements were made with the sim- 
plicity the deceased luul always approved. His 
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countenance did not indicate that the king of ter- 
ror had been near to trouble him. On the con- 
trary, it might have been said by one who did not 
know what had occurred: "Ho is not dead, but 
slcepoth." One who had known him for many 
years, on viewing the cahn and expressive counte- 
nance, said to a fidend: "Look at that mouth and 
chin ; what a determined will !" But there was also 
an expression of peace and triumph. 

llov. Dr. Bacon conducted the funeral services, 
and on the ouHuing Sabbath proiiched a funorjd dis- 

COUl'SO. 

Professor Chauncey Goodrich had charge of the 
funeral. 

The following gentlemen officiated as pall-bear- 
ers: Rev. S. S. Jocclyn, Amos Townsciid, William 
IS. Whiting, William Johnson, Henry White, Esq., 
Professor James M. Hoppin, Professor Thomas H. 
Thacher, and Eev. F. L. Cardozo.* 

The procession moved to the cemetery, where 
the remains were deposited in a grave by the side 
of his beloved wife, who had died two years pre- 
viously. 

^ See Appendix 14. 

f Mr. Ginlozo in a native of CbarlcAton, S. 0., and at the time 
was pafltor of the colored (3ongrcgiitional chnrch in New Ilavon. 
He has since been secretary of state for South Carolina. 
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XXVII. 

In these pages the peculiar traits of Mr. Tap- 
pan's character have been incidentally mentioned, 
but it is resei*ved for the closing chapter to moke a 
more full portraiture. This will not be attempted 
solely from the recollection of the compiler. The 
remembrances of others who knew him in private 
and public life, will supply deficiencies, and qualify 
any exaggerations affection may have suggested. 

The object has been to present a tnithful pic- 
ture, not only in testimony of a beloved relative, but 
in honor of a man of God, who, according to his 
ability and opportunities, consulted the best inter- 
ests of liis fellow-men and the kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in all his labors and offerings. 

ITo novor thought of hiuiHolf inoro highly than 
he ought to think, or sought to win public favor by 
deeds of benevolence. Conscious of his imiKjrfec- 
tions, and lamenting them, he cast himself upon 
Divine mercy for forgiveness. Let us view him then 
in several aspects, as he was known in domestic life 
and among his fellow-men. 

His ivvlhfnluv^sH, ITis mother's remark, when ho 
was leaving his parents* roof for the perils and temp- 
tations of a city life, will be recollected : " I never 
knew him tell a lie." During his whole career, it 
was the testimony of others, both friends and oppo- 
nents, tliat liis veracity was unquestionable. No 
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falsehood was ever fastened upon him, or imputed 
to liim, by any one worthy of the slightest confi- 
dence. Not only so, but equivocation or evasion 
wore foreign to his character. Ho dosked to obey 
the Groat Teacher: "Lot your conmiimication bo 
Yea, yea ; Nay, nay ; for whatsoever is more than 
these Cometh of evil." 

This trait, or rather principle, led him to have 
but one price for his goods; and when he went into 
tlio market as a purchaser, which he usually did in 
the earlier yoai*s of his business, if he found that a 
merchant had two prices, ho would turn away and 
leave his store. 

He was solicitous also to have his clerks scru- 
pulously refrain from all exaggerated statements 
respecting the quality of goods. One of them has 
recently said : " Soon after I went into Mr. Tappan's 
employment he observed to me, 'One thing that I 
wish to impress upon your mind as a salesman is, 
never, under any circumstances, recommend an 
article of merchandise for any more than its actual 
value, so that those who buy of you can have the 
fullest confidence in your representations.' *' It has 
been said of some one that his word was as much 
relied on as if he always felt that he was under the 
solemnity of an oath to speak the truth. The same 
might truly be said of Arthur Tappan. 

His wkgrily. No man ever justly accused him 
of wronging any one of a cent. The numerous 
clerks in his employ, and the large number of per- 
sons with whom he dealt, were witnesses of this. 

17 
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He would not soil his hands, nor inflict a wound 
upon his conscience, by unjust gains. If he htul, 
peradventure, taken anything from any man wrong- 
fully, he would rather restore to him fourfold. 

Tlio clerk alluded to above, says: "1 recollect 
numerous instances, while the anti-slavery excite- 
ment continued, of pei*sons living in the Soutlioi-n 
states, who came to our store to purchase goods, 
remarking: *I do not come here to buy gooils 
because I Uke you. I detest your principles, but I 
believe that Mr. Tappan is an honest man, and will 
deal fairly with mo. That is the only reason for my 
coming to his store.' " This clerk adds: "As I was 
about terminating my engagement, and going into 
business, Mr. Tappan took me aside, and said: 
* Never deceive any one ; tell the exact truth to every- 
body ; it is the surest way to prosper.' " 

Another clerk has remarked: "I inquired of a 
gentleman what he thought of Mr. Tappan, and he 
replied: *He is a man of generous impulses, of 
great probity, and cannot be turaed from a principle 
any sooner than you can turn the East from the 
West. He is always courteous and kind, m his 
treatment of others, though he may differ from them 
in opinion. I have found him so, though I am an 
owniiv of ftlavos, wliilo he is an abolitionist.'" 

After his suspension, in 18IJ7, the largest number 
of his creditors received his assurances that he had 
stopped payment fiom sheer necessity, that if he 
had gone on longer it would have been at the sacri- 
fice of their property as well as his own, and that in 
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asking for an extension he named the shortest time 
possible; and they believed him when he said, 
" Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all." 
At, ov before the time stipulated, ho did pay all, 
with interest, at a sacrilioe of tens of thousands of 
dollars in extra interest. He thought it only com- 
mon honesty to pay his debts, as promptly as he 
could, meantime living prudently, in order to avoid 
the appearance of evil. 

His mlttdry. Throughout his whole life he was 
a busy man. No one ever saw him idle. And ho 
labored as diligently for others, whether individuals 
or societies, as he did for himself. When necessity 
required it, he was up early and late, setting a good 
example to those in his employ, and fulfilling the 
direction, "Be diligent in business." 

Ilis jicr.scvcramv. This was a remarkable trait 
in his character. It seemed that nothing could dis- 
courage him. It was evinced when he lost nearly, 
if not quite all he possessed in Canada, by the war 
with England, in 1812, and his commencing busi- 
ness in New York, as soon as the conflict was ended ; 
by his change of business from British to India 
goods, and from the credit to the cash business 
when his importations had been attended with such 
heavy losses in 1816 ; by his contract with a builder 
to erect a new store, the day succeeding the disas- 
trous fire of 1835 ; and by numberless facts connect- 
ed with his history duruig his long and eventful 
life. Ho had confidence in a Superior power, to 
bless lawfid enterprise, but he believed also that 
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" God helps those who help themselves,*' and there- 
fore, relying upon Divine aid, he was no soonor 
defeated in one enterprise than he entered upon 
another, nothing doubting. 

His views of stctoardship. He never foi*got his 
accountability, as a steward of the Lord. It never 
entered his mind that liis gains wei*e his own. He 
loved business, he was pleased with prosperity, he 
delighted in handling goods and money, he was 
gratified with domestic comforts and surrounded 
his family with them, yet he ever felt that he was 
after all but a stewaiu); that what he had, or could 
lawfully gain, was not his, but belonged to his 
Master; that ho had no right to expend his go<Mhi 
in luxurious living, in vain show, or waste them in 
any way; that he had no right to lavish them upon 
himself or family ; that he was to give an account 
of the deeds done in the body, at the Gbeat Assizb. 
He therefore aimed to bo, both from a sense of 
duty and from inclination, a "faithful and wise 
steward." 

His religion. As a Christian he was devoid of 
ostentation and pretence. With a firm belief in the 
evangelical faith, he relied upon the mercy of God 
through the atoning sacrifice of the Saviour, dis- 
carding all thoughts of his good deeds as meriting 
reward in another life, although he firmly believed 
that as evidences of piety tliey were essential 

He had much humility and reverence. This was 
evinced in his prayers and deportment. He was 
regular in family devotions, and in attendance on 
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public worship; and it is believed that he was 
constant in the devotions of the closet. A friend, 
who knew him intimately, observed that his prayers 
wore romarkablo for thoir childlike simplicity and 
tondomcss. Ho daily pcinisod the Scriptures and 
meditated upon them. Every one associated with 
him believed that ho had communion with God and 
endeavored to lead a holy life. 

Another clerk brings to recollection the fact that 
'^on the third floor of the store was a small room, 
carpeted, that we called the Bethel, where any one 
connected with the establishment could retire, for 
devotion, if he wished." It was used in this way by 
many connected with the store, especially during 
revivals of rehgion that prevailed in 1831, and sub- 
sequently. 

The imsclfislnwss that ever distinguished him is 
worthy of special romombranco, as constituting an 
element of his religious character. Ho felt that all 
he had, his time and money, his energy and his in- 
fluence, belonged not to him, but to the Lord, to be 
used in promoting his glory, and the good of man- 
kind. This was the rrvoT on which his actions 
turned. It constituted his governing principle, and 
led to tliat active and diffusive benevolence, that 
shone so brightly during his whole cai'eer. What 
better evidence could there be of his possessing gen- 
uine piety ? A man whoso aim it is to be benevo- 
lent, as the mahispring of his character, from Chris- 
tian motives, and who is unselfish in his feelings and 
actions, though he may have imperfections, must 
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have the spirit of Jesns Christ, and be accepted of 
him. 

He did not see'that it was his duty to withdraw 
himself from attending public worship because his 
minister and a majority of his fellow-mombcrs in the 
church refused to come out decidedly in opposition 
to slavery, and otlicr oniniuitica. Noitlicr did lu> 
presume to censure those who could not conscien- 
tiously continue in such connections. "Who art 
thou that judgest another man's servant? To his 
own master he standeth or falleth." At the same 
time, when ho saw how niinistci-s of the gos|Kil, luid 
members of tlieir churches treated the great moral 
questions of the day, the people of color, and the 
advocates of unpopular causes, he could not but 
think them greatly deficient in duty and culpable in 
the sight of God and man. 

His attendance on public worship and meetings 
of the cliurch was constant. Ho sometimes felt that 
the minister was timid and vacillating, that most of 
the cliurch members lacked sympatliy witli him, and 
some were violent in opposition, that the poor colored 
brethren were obliged to sit apart from their white 
brothers and sisters, in their Father's house, still ho 
held on, earnestly hoping and praying for a better 
state of tilings. In this lio was not disappointed, 
for he lived to see the commencement of a beneficial 
change, both in sentiment and practice.* 

* It was marvellous that a "Christian" assembly should eTer 
have overlooked the injunction of the Apostle James : <*My breth- 
ren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with respect of persons. For if there come unto your a»- 
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He did not fear death, and when the summons 
came, it found him ready to depart. Though he 
did not have strength to bear much testimony in his 
dyinjj; lionrs, lio yc^t loft a doop conviction on the 
minds of thoso around him, that ho loaned on an 
Almighty arm, and knew in whom he had believed. 
Dying testimony is valuable, but, after all, the life 
is the thing. He was diffident of his own piety, but 
no one ever questioned that he was a child of God 
and an inheritor of the promises. 

Ho was taciturn, somewhat severe in manner, 
occasionally rigid, sometimes abrupt and impatient, 
but had within a kind heart. What was said of 
another miglit have been applied to him: "His 
sternness is all outside; he is like one of the pears 
wo often SCO, rather tough in the skin, but if you cut 
into it, you will ihul it quilo swout and juicy." Uo 
was also rather undemonstrative. All this may be 
allowed ; but those who knew him most, knew that 
his peculiarities arose, not altogether from natural 
disposition, but chiefly from a daily headache. This 
was not an occasional trouble, as he probably never 
passed a day without feeling more or less pain in 
liis head. No business or recreation enabled him 
to throw it oiF. It was chronic, and literally his 
thorn in the ilosh. 

Persons who saw him in the busy scenes of mer- 

somUy" ft rich man and a poor man, "and ye have respect to 
him that weareth the gay clothing, and Bay nnto him, Sit thon 
hero in a good place, and Ray to the poor. Stand thou there, or sit 
horo nmlor my footshHtl, arc yo not llicu partial in yourselves, and 
arc become judges of ovil Uionghts, * etc. 
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cantile life, or among strangora, or who witnossod 
his self-possession and gravity when presiding at 
pubUc meetings, would hardly believe that a person 
under such self-control and firmness, could evince 
so much tondcmess of heart as ho not unfroquoutly 
manifested, both in domestic life, and among the 
poor and afflicted. Notwithstanding the infirmity 
alluded to, he could be, when fi^ee from harassing 
cares, anxiety, and the absorption occasioned by a 
press of business, affable, and even playful, mani- 
festing an affectionate concern for those around him. 
It was remarked tliat if ho hurt the feelings of any 
one, by undue severity, ho was quick to express 
regret. This ho would do ovon to children, tiud 
sometimes with tears in his eyes. 

There were other traits in his character worthy 
of notice. He was neat and simple in dress; a 
lover of simplicity in everything; imusually abste- 
mious in eating and drinking; frugal,yet hospitable. 
He was noted for punctuality in keeping all his 
engagements; strict in adherence to rules ; avoiding 
circumlocution, and never practising it, or liking it 
in others; never in a flurry, however multifarious, 
perplexing, or pressing was the business in hand. 

It was true that he seldom joked, and was not 
pleased with being made the subject of joking; that 
he sometimes appeared unsocial ; that now and then 
lie was the victim of misplaced confidence in trust- 
ing to the professions of men rather than to evi- 
dences of their religious and moral principles ; that 
ho was not free from errors of judgment with refer- 
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ence to business and other matters. These things, 
so far as they were faults, he lamented, and strove 
against them. If any one thinks he was too exact- 
ing or strict, it should bo rcmcmbored that ho was 
always more severe with himself than with his fel- 
low-men. 

His moral coui*age was well-known, and on more 
than one occasion he gave evidence that he possess- 
ed uncommon physical courage. It was owing to 
hiH unHoKiHlincsH, his love of the right, and his trust 
in a superior power. Ho was scmpulous in dis- 
charging all the duties he owed to society as a citi- 
zen and a neighbor. One who knew him well in 
tliese relations has said : " He was a man of great 
worth of character, of gi'cat efficiency and great per- 
sistency, and has left his mark on the age in which 
he Kvcd." 

Already has it been stated that he was more 
severe toward himself than toward others. This 
trait in connection with his remarkable self-posses- 
sion on all occasions, and his consideration for those 
in his employment, was shown about the time he 
suspended payment, in 1837, when all his faculties 
were intensely exerted in efforts to raise money to 
meet his engagements. One of the youngest clerks, 
who had been sent to the bank to deposit a sum of 
money to meet the payments of the day, returned 
just before the close of bank hours, and said, '*I 
have been robbed I" It was ascertained that some 
adroit rogue had contrived, while the lad was wait- 
ing for his turn in the bank, to withdraw from the 

17* 



394 ARTHUR TAPPAN. 

deposit-book, part of the money, viz., thirty-five 
hundred dollars. Great as the disappoiiitnieut was 
to lose such a sum, at such a time, Mr. Tappan 
preserved his equanimity. He listened to the young 
clerk's story, and was silent, probably thinking that 
it had been injudicious to intrust so young a per- 
son with a largo sum of money. The clerk was 
continued in his place unrebuked, although after 
this excused from making deposits of money. 

Another instance that was trjring to a merchant 
making extraordinary efforts to preserve his credit, 
at a time when money was difficult to be procured 
at even two or three per cent, a month, was in this 
wise: for mutual convenience he had exchanged 
notes, amounting to twenty thousand dollars, with 
a neighboring merchant, who had solicited the favor, 
to be discounted at the bank. Both notes fell due 
the same day, and each party was, of course, to 
take up his own paper. Mr. Tai)pan paid his note, 
and learned, to his suiprise and disappointment, 
that the other note had not been paid, so that the 
next day he was obliged to pay it himself. The 
neighbor with whom he had exchanged notes, and- 
who was the endorser, had relied upon the promisor, 
a merchant of another city, to pay the note at the 
bank, and in default of his doing so, found himself 
unable to do it. Mr. Tappan's own payments were 
daily so large that it required, as he thought, his 
utmost exertion to meet them ; but he managed to 
pay this additional sum also, at considerable sacri- 
iice, but without a tremor, or a word of censure. 
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There is an anecdote connected with the maker 
of the above note, that deserves record, as an illus- 
tration of the character of an upright merchant, 
and his opposite. The person who signed the note 
and had transferred it to the merchant who ex- 
changed it for Mr. Tappan's note, had boasted of 
of making him his model, both as a merchant and a 
Ohnstian. He lived in a very humble way, dressed 
with quaker-like simplicity, and gave away many 
pious books. ''The Lord has prospered Arthur 
Tappan," he said, "and if I do as he did. He will 
doubtless prosper me also." Not succeeding as he 
anticipated, he became tired, entered into specula- 
tions, moved into a stylish house, threw off his 
plain attire, and united with a fashionable church. 
After a time he professed to be unable to meet his 
engagements, but continued to live in his usual 
stylo. 

Mr. Tappan's neighbor, whose name was on the 
note, and who acted honorably in the case, said, "I 
am able to pay half of that note, and can do no 
more; you can collect the other half of the other 
party." On being applied to, this person asserted 
that he was utterly unable to pay; that if he were 
sued it would do no good, and only injure him and 
his family. His attorney corroborated this state- 
ment. The suit was suspended, once and again, 
and renewed because of the positive assurance of 
Mi\ Tappan's attorney that the refusal to pay, and 
the denial of having property, was all a pretence. 
At length, judgment was obtained, on execution 
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issued, real estate levied upon and advertised by 
the sheriff. Even then, and np to the hour of sale, 
the debtor and his attorney persisted in declaring 
that the suit was a cruel and heartless measure, 
and would not yield any thing. But at the last 
moment, the debtor paid the amount, with interest 
and costs. Ho is not the only man who has sup- 
posed ^'that gain is godliness." 

Mr. Tappan took much pleasure in aiding un- 
popular causes; the more unpopular they were the 
more they secured his patronage, provided they 
were deserving. His natural inclination led him 
to this course of action, and having, by one or more 
acts of this nature, jeoparded his reputation, ho folt 
willing, after an illustrious example, to make him- 
self ''of no reputation,*' drawing a proper distinc- 
tion between character — what a man is — and repiUa" 
tion — what men say he is. It was his desire to 
have an irreproachable cliariujter in the sight of 
God, but for reputation, in the light of the above 
definition, ho had no especial regard. In fact, he 
believed that a desire to preserve a good reputa- 
tion often leads to a dereliction of duty, making 
cowards of men who might otherwise achieve great 
things for humanity ; and that the loss of reputa- 
tion was often the moans of extensive usefulness, 
leading to an abnegation of one's self in the prose- 
cution of noble deeds. 

There was another trait in his character that 
deserves notice. In giving to good objects he 
studied to do it in a way to call fortli the bone- 
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factions of others, and in this way he could say, 
"Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds." But 
he was never known to make a subscription with 
the calculation that the condition on which it was 
made would defeat the object in view, and thus 
gain to himself the credit of a generous act, while 
it cost him nothing. If the object was a deserving 
one, he took' pleasure in affording it all the aid he 
consistently could, but having some knowledge of 
human nature, and its workings even in good men, 
ho considered its tendencies, and acted in such 
matters with reference to them. 

No man was more indifibrent to applause than 
himself, in consequence of any subscription he made 
to a meritorious object, though he was not goner- 
ally studious to conceal his benefactions, especially 
when his example might operate to stimulate others. 
At the Hanio limo ho rofraiiUMl from all publication 
of his gifts, direct or indirect, and in his private 
character, was not disobedient to the injunction, 
"When thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth." And the satisfaction 
derived from a consciousness of having done right, 
was a sufficient and never failing reward, both for 
Uie amount expended and the time employed; verify- 
ing the remark of a distinguished preacher: "There 
is no person in the world that so uniformly takes 
his pay as ho goes along, as he who does good at 
the expense of his o\vn comfort and convenience."* 

If he had hoarded money, instead of using it as 
o lley. Henry Ward Beecher. 
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it was earned, he might have amassed groat wcaltli. 
But he had no ambition of the kind ; through divine 
grace he laid, up treasure in heaven by constant 
offices of benevolence on earth. Had he acted 
otherwise, no one in the city probably had a better 
opportunity than he to become a rich man. He 
considered it more blessed to give than to receive 
and hoard, and experienced the truth of the Ohris- 
tion paradox, constantly giving to good objects is 
constantly receiving. He relied on the Divine prom- 
ise, that those who seek first the kingdom of God, 
who consocrato thomKolvcH and thoir gaiuH and 
time for the advanconiont of llio llodconior'H cuuho 
and the good of mankind, shall have tlio life that 
now is, and that which is to come. 

According to the above statements Abthxjb Taf- 
PAN was a happy man, happy in regard to this life, 
and happy in view of a glorious immortality — his con- 
stitutional infirmities, his bufietings, notwithstand- 
ing. Like his divine Lord and Master, he "endured 
the cross, despising the shame," striving manfully 
and bravely for the right. He has thus left to his 
family a priceless inheritance — a good name; and 
is, we doubt not, in a better world : " There the tinck- 
ed cease from troiihling, and the toeary are at rest . . . 
Yea, snllh the Sjnrit, that they may rest from their 
labors; and their toorks dofdloxo them.** 
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The following letter wiis received by his clnngliter, some 

months after her father's death, from William Lloyd Ghu:- 

rison. 

Boston, January 25, 186G. 

Mt Draii Mtss Tappan : Yonr very kind letter enclosing 
n i)h()t()gni])h of yonr i-ovcrcd father, gives nie inexpressible 
pleasure. This likeness better reveals his features to my 
recollection than the one he had the kindness to send me, 
thongh that is highly prized. Be assured I shall carefully 
preserve them both in my collection of portraits of friends, 
the most cherished and beloved — not merely because he was 
my liberator from the Baltimore prison in 1830, and among 
my earliest coadjutors in the then persecuted but now trium- 
phant CJUise of the down-trodden slave, but for his Christian 
graces and virtues, making his character illustrious and prov- 
ing his love for God by his love for man withont regoi'd to 
cotnph^xion, ]*ace, or clime. 

He was the embodiment of integrity and justice, of 
world-wide philanthropy and genuine piety, of true modesty 
and utter self-abnegation. He had a solid understanding, a 
great conscience, and a warm heart. No man was ever more 
faithful to his convictions of duty, lead where it might, 
through the flood or through the fire. 

At all tinier "ready to be offered" in tlie service of God, 
and the cause of suffering humanity, he was serene in the 
midst of fiery trials and imminent |)erils, being cmcified to 
''that fear of man which bringeth a snare," and having his 
life "hid with Christ in God." 

There are many forms of martyrdom besides being liter- 
ally burnt to ashes, requiring as much courage and fortitude, 
and as great a heart and will, as the stoke. Some of the 
most trying of those he hail to confront for a long period 
in the rabid pro-slavery cily of New York, but who ever 
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knew him to slirink from Uio cross ? Ho conid noitlior bo 
appalled by mob violence nor setlnccd by Mrorldly iiiicrcBt. 
As a merchant natnrollj desiring customers, and a wide 
market, and having an immense bosiness at stoke, ho hod 
the most powerful temptation to avoid on espousal of so 
nnpopnlar a cause as that of abolition, but in the spirit of 
his Master, he said, ''Get thee behind me, Satan." Though 
not so conspicuously identified with the anti-slavery strug- 
gle for some years past as formerly, his interest in it never 
lessened ; and now that the nation has decreed universal 
emancipation, I doubt not that he is cognizant of the glori- 
ous event, and with the Uberated millions rendering praise 
and thanksgiving to Qod. 

Wliere or what I should have been without his benevo- 
lent interposition to relooso mo from my Bidtimoro imprison- 
ment, it is in vain for me to conjecture. My deep indebted- 
ness I shall never forgot. 

Your much obliged friend, 

WM. LLOTD GARRISON. 

The following letters were addressed to the compiler : 

FBOM HON. QXBBIT SMITH. 

FnvBBOBO', Jannsry S7, 1870. 

Mt Dear Friend: ... It gratifies me to learn that you 
are sketching the life of your brother Arthur. I held him in 
very high esteem. He was, in my view, a remarkably ear- 
nest, sincere, solemn and holy man. ... I hod but few inter- 
views with him. Once, when breakfasting at his house, we 
conversed on the subject of caste. I can never forget the 
deep feeling he disclosed. He said that repentance on the 
part of those who indulge this wicked spirit, would wet their 
cheeks with *' scalding tears." How often have I recalled 
tlioso words, *'scftldiug tears I" . . . 

Here and there, a man like Bartlct of Massachusetts, had 

given largely to some one object, but Arthur Tappan was the 

first man among us to make large gifts to various objects. 

No other man in the land made a use of money, at once so 

sacred and so generous. With affectionate regard, 

I remain your friend, 

GBRRIT SMirn. 
Lewis Taitan, Esq. 
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FBOM AMOS T0WN8BND, ESQ. 

Nbw Hatbn, Nov. 16, 1869. 

My Dbab Brother : . . . About the "new cemetery" of 
which yon speak, and the colored people, I am unable to in- 
form you, but the cemetery in Grovo-stret^t where the remiiins 
of your brother now rest, has witnessed the change to which 
you r<*fer. Originally the colored i)eople were assigned a 
|)06ition on the extrene western side of the ground. In the 
ayengings of time and of blindfolded justice, this spot has been 
surrounded by the graves of the rich, the great and the 
noble, and their humble grayestones are encompassed by the 
costly and splendid monuments of tlio honored dead of the 
BniM>ri()r nice. 

So ** the ih-st shall bo last, and the last shall be llrst." If 
we, in our time, seek to be on the side of right and truth, 
and of Christ and humanity, we cannot but be safe, and 
bide our time ; but if we proudly seek preeminence over the 
poor and the despised little (mcs of God, his rightt^ous provi- 
dence will avenge their cause, and we, or our memories, will 
l>e at the bottom. 

IIe4irtily wishing you grace, mercy and peace from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Yours in Christian fraternity, 

AMOS TOWNSEND. 

Lbwis Tapfan, Esq. 

FROM A HIBOB OF ABTHI7B TAPPAK. 

My recollections of Uncle Artliur in my childhood are of 
a grave chanicter. I was often at his house to play with his 
children, but he was absent all day, and often returned with 
a headache. I remember, that we were then told to be very 
still, and that I would sttind silently looking at him, awed by 
a sense of his suffering, as he sat upright on the sofa, with his 
handkerchief thrown over his head. 

Afterwards, I remember a brief visit that we had fi-om 
him at our summer retreat in 1835, in a village in Connecti- 
cut. Ho was travelling i)icoff. from New Haven to New York, 
It was a vezy tender visit. A price was set upon his head by 
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tlioso at a distance who little knew what a man and a Ohria- 
tiim ho ^vas, and chuly thn^iU and atteni])tH worn made 
against tho life of my dear faithcr whom ho ciiuio to sco. 

I remember, not more than a year or two after this, un- 
dertaking to raise a sum of money for the relief of a doacrv- 
ing woman. Wcoricil and somewhat diMOonniged by XMuriitil 
snccess, I ventured to address a note to Uncle Arthur, asking 
a donation for this object I did this reluctantly, because I 
knew how intensely occupied he was, and how many simihir 
applications he was constantly receiving. I was agreeably 
suiimsed by the promptness of his reply and the generous 
sam that he enclosed, not only, but by the warm interest 
that he expressed in my Uttle undertaking. From that time 
I felt that my Uncle Ai'tliur had a very tender as well as a 
very lairgo lieurt. 

In tlic summer of 18^7, he was not as well as iisiuU, and I 
was ouo of a gi'onp of youngor relatives avIio acc«Hii]>anitHl 
him to the KOOHhoro, liopijig lliut the cliangn would iH^nelit 
him. Those were days of enjoyment to him. He left all 
care behind, and gave himself up to that delight in nature 
whicli only one of her true children could have. He seemed 
like a lovely happy child, and one at least of that group felt 
drawn to him by ties of more than ordinary sweetness ever 
af lor wards. 

It was at this time that ho spoke of his life-long attniction 
to ngriciiltural pursuits, and to life in the country, and men- 
tioned a walk that he took on Uoxbury neck, one fine morn- 
ing in his early manhood, and the decision that he then 
reluctantly made, as he stood and looked at the beautifid 
hills and fields in one direction, and at the city in another, 
to return to the latter and continue in business there. " I 
went," said he, **conti*ary to my instincts. I always feel, 
when HO free from hoad)u;he as I have been on tliis journey, 
that I should have escaped a great deid of suflering if I had 
decided that morning for agricultural pursuits." 

My latest remembrance of Uncle Arthur, aside from his 
occasional letters, is his last visit to us on his return from 
Washington in IHGi, I said to him, "I suppose you and 
Uncle called to see Mr. Lincoln?" **No," was tho 
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cliarocterlsiic reply, "we were too obsonre men to take any 
of the time that belonged to the nation." 

I thonp;ht that, in singleness of motive and humility, he 
was a brother spirit to Abraham Lincoln, and that it would 
have Im^cu refreshing to the hitter to have taken the hand of 
Arthur Tapiwiu ; but I did not reply. I was too deeply im- 
pressed by the bcautifid uucousciousuoss of the speaker. 

BY BBV. WIIiMAH H. HALIiOOK, D. D. 

Tlie following was published in the ** American Messen^ 
ger^** soon after the decease of Mr. Tappnn, and afterwords 
OS a tract, No. G77, in the series of the publications of the 
American Tract Society. 

Airmun tattan. 
On one act of this merchant prince turned the Tract 
operations of this country. Near the close of 1824, the Tract 
Societies at New York and Boston were negotiating for tlie 
formation of a truly national inntitution, in which all tho 
tract .socirti(»a of tlio country miglit be united, when Arthur 
Tapi»an iit Now York wuit word to. William A. IlnlhH^k, thou 
AH8iHt4int H<UMetjiry of tho Society at lioHton, that if he would 
yiHJt N(nv York, and money was wanting, it nhould be forth- 
coming. The viHit was miule, and after many prayerful con- 
sultations of Christian brethren, Mr. Tappan one evening, at 
his own house, said to Mr. Hallock, "What do you want? 
what kind of a building? how large must it be?" "That 
must depend on the extent of the Society's operations," was 
the reply ; " we might have the printing in the fourth story, 
tho binding in the. third, tlie geuend depoaitiu*y in the sec- 
ond, a store in the first to accommodate New York, and the 
rest of the first story and the basement might be rented to 
pay the debt, if any was incurred." "Well, I have deter- 
mined to give $5,000 to it," was the immediate response. 
Within a few hours three other men, Moses Allen, now Treas- 
urer, Uiehard T. Haines, Chainnau of the Finance Commit- 
tee, and W. W. Chesttu', gave $5,000 .more ; $20,000 was 
was raised, and soon increased to $25,000 ; the present site 
ot the Tract House in Nassau-street was purchased ; the niv- 
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tioual Society was nnanimoiisly organized by delegates from 
tract societies in all parts of tlio country ; Uie building wiia 
erected ; and the work entered on and prosocuted >vith an 
energy and success rarely equalled. For eleven yenrs Mr. 
Tappan was Chairman of the Finance Committee, and gave 
the Society not only bis continued liberal contributions, but 
his wise practical counsels and untiling and efficient personal 
labors. His heart was with the destitute and perishing ; he 
was an active tract distributor, mlding charities for the binly 
to food for the soul ; calling in active Chnstian coox><»iiitioii, 
and superintending and encouraging tbe labors of many. Jn 
a meeting of gentlemen in tbe Tract House to raise funds 
for supplying the destitutions of the great West, Mr. Tap- 
pan very characteristically said, " I want to give two tracts 
to every family in the valley of the Mississippi, so that none 
shall be passed by. I will give $1,000 for this object." 

We believe that in the earlier years of this (iinitury there 
was a sacreduess in the benevolent movements wliicb then 
took their rise, and in the evidences of the true oonversiou 
of a soul to Ood, which many of the young can now perhaps 
hardly appreciate. The cburcbes, after a long and fatal 
slumber, bad awoke anew to the truth that except a man be 
"born again" by the power of the Holy Spirit, be mnst 
perish, and to the duty of seeking the personal salvation of 
"every creature." This gave rise to the formation, in 1810, 
of the American Board of Foreign Missions, in 1816 the 
Bible Society, in 182^ the Sunday-school Union, in 1825 the 
National Tract Society, and contemporaneously many other 
kindred institutions. Few men felt this inspiring impulse 
more deei)ly than Mr. Tappan. Born in 1786, in Nortli- 
ampton, Mass., and passing seven yeai*s as clerk in a store at 
Boston, his youth was spent in a dark period of the church. 
Ho liiul a godly niothiu*, Surah Honies, a descendant of the 
eminent William Homes, and intimate with the missionary 
Mayhews of Martha's Vineyard — as she was also a relative of 
the celebrated Benjamin Franklin ; but though her son's 
moral character was spotless, we have no evidence of his con- 
version to God until, when at about the age of thii*fy, he 
joined the church of the Rev. Dr. John M. Mason. Then, 
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"redeeming the time,*' be consecrated himself, body and 
son], his power to occnmnlate wealth, his personal toils and 
prayers, all he had and all he was, in unreserved devotion to 
Him who gave himself a sacrifico for pcrishiug mcu. Ho 
mode princely gifts for many noble objects ; for founding 
Auburn, Lane, and other theological seminaries; aiding 
young men in preparing for the ministry, and strengthening 
weak churches ; he was himself a hard-worker in Sabbath- 
soliools ; his heart bled for the suffering and oppressed ; 
there seemed no limit to his constant giftd or personal 
labors, though his business as a merchant was for many 
years as absorbing as that perhaps of any other man, in any 
hmd. 

Mr. Tappan conmK^ncod business in Portland, Maine ; 
was for a time in Montreal till the war of 1812 ; and in 1816 
established himself in New York, where in 1817, in Hanover- 
square, he entered on that successful career as a silk mer- 
chant which mode him for nearly twenty years one of the most 
prosperous and distinguished merchants of the city, having 
the confidence of all in his unbending integrity, and liis 
busiuoss extending throughout the whole (uiuntry. In the 
great commercial crisis of 1837 he sufTcrcd immense losses ; 
and not long aftiu* turned his att^Miticni t-o other and nioro 
retired occupations, by which he obtained a comfortable sub- 
sistence for his family, and the ability still to contribute, 
though on a greatly diminished scale, throughout his pro- 
tracted life. 

"Our great system of benevolent institutions," says an 
able writer who knew him well, "owes its expansion and 
[>ower in n great degree, to his influence. His example 
inspired the merchants of New York with the principle of 
enlarged benevolence, leading them to give their hundreds 
and thousands and tens of thousands where .before they 
were accustomed to think it a great matter if they gave their 
tens or fifties. His wise counsels and energetic determina- 
tion and nuniiricent donations decided the formation and 
destiny <»f tlic^ Aniori(*an Tnict Society, and gave it the strong 
and sl-oiwly carcMT on which it liiis advanctMl for so many 
years. His thoughtful mind pluuucd the great enterprise of 
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tlio Amorirau Bible Socicfy of giTiDg a Biblo to oyery laimfly 
iu tliu United Bkitcs, and his pledge of ti*u tlicHiKsmd dolkirs 
rendered it impossible bat that the work should be nuder- 
token — and done. Many otiiers might be named of the 
great social movements of the last forty years, which owed 
their being or their power to his comprehensireness of Yision, 
sagacity of forethought, or hirgeuess of libondity. Hardly 
any one can bi^ nanuul which did not liccome what it waa, at 
least in ixirt, through his agency and iuHneuce. It was a 
large heart, gifted with most extensive foresight, guiding a 
singiihirly effective will.'* 

In 1827 he established, at the expense of tens of thonsanda 
of dollars, an able daily commercial newspaper which rested on 
the Sabbath, refrained from advertising theatrical liccutiouH 
oxIiibitioiiH and iiitoxi(*4itiiig liquont, and coiitiiin(*s tolnt |mt- 
lu4>H the iirat connncrcial paiMtr in the country. l<*roni IH^tO 
till his death in New Haven, July 22), ]K()5, in his cif^liUcith 
year, he devoted his energies prominently to removing from 
this land the curse of slaveiy. 

And when it appeared that pious young men were hin- 
dered from coming to Yale College for wiuit of means, he 
assumed, in 1826, the responsibility of paying for the tuition 
of all beneficiaries in the college till the number shoiUd be 
more than a hundred. 

In 1830, an event occurred which seems to have given a 
new direction to the mnin cuiTent of Mr. Tappan's futnre 
life. Mr. Gariison was then in prison at Baltimoi-e for the 
non-payment of a fine imposed on liim for an alleged libel as 
to the domestic slave-trade, and this being known to Mr. 
Tappan, he *' promptly paid the fine and set him at liberty, 
getting the start of Henry Clay who was taking measures to 
do the same thing." This led Mr. Chirrison to spend a week 
in Mr. Tappan's family, mildly and ably laying before him 
all liis views of tlie abominations of slavery ; and from this 
time onward tlie destruction of that system was evidently 
prominent in all Mr. Tappan's plans and efforts. 

A most competent witness says of him . *' As a business 
nmn ho exercised a paternal regard for the welfiu'e of the 
\\ivjn) number of clerks in his employ. Wliile he avoided 
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every thing obtrusive, lie insisted that they shonld bonrd in 
resi^ectabie families, regularly attend church on the Sabbath, 
abstain from sinful amusements, and shun vicious compan- 
ions. He was unostentatious, simple in his habits, and hos- 
pitable. Ho had a profound reverence of Ood, and was n 
lover of good men of every denomination. He was an exem- 
plary Christian, and looked forward to death as an introduc- 
tion to an endless life of happiness, placing no reliance on 
any good deeds, but resting solely on the mercy of God 
through the atoning socnflce of the Lord Jesus Christ His 
prayers were peculiarly characterized by profound humility, 
tenderness, and child-like simplicity. Tn his lost letter to 
one of his brothoi-s ho wrot<% *I (v.v\ that I win say, Lord, 
now lelt<»Ht thou tliy servant d(»part in poju^e, for mine eyes 
have seen thy solvation, and the emancipation of the poor 
colored people. * " 

After fifty years of faithful service for Christ and the souls 
of men, Mr. Tappan, in his eightieth year, July 23, 1865, at 
his residence in New Haven, peacefully and thankfully enter- 
ed into rest 

AUnUllN TllROUXIIOiLTj BKMlNAllY. 

From the address of Prof. Hopkins of Auburn Tlicologi- 
cal Seminary, to the class graduating in May, 18GG. 

... At the opening of the year 1823, this seminary, then 
just beginning its career, was in a condition of peril threat- 
ening its immediate dissolution. It was a newborn cliild for 
which no nourishment or next to none, had been provided. 
Three profcssoi-s indeed wore on the ground : part of the 
present seminary building had been erected : two cliisses of 
students had entered. But there were no funds for the sup- 
port of the professors : tliere was only a small library of 
second-hand books, and the trustees were already several 
thousand doUars in debt for current expenses. Efforts to 
raise money were almost wholly fruitless. To go on very 
long in this way was phiinly impossible. The question had 
to be considered whether, for the tiqie at least, the semina- 
ry' must not be dosed, tlio (Masses disbanded, and Professors 
Mills and Perrino dismiKsed again to the pastoral work. 
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In this ci-iais Dr. Lansing, pnstor of the First Presl»yfe- 
riiin chnrdi, who wixh also pn>fi^HHor of sacrocl rhotoric in tho 
seminary, visited New York city with some fiiint hope of 
securing assistance. Among other persons he called on Mr. 
Arthur Tappan, a young and enterprising Christian mer- 
chant doing business in Pciu'l-stroct. As tho result of this 
interview he was led to hope that Mr. Tappan would perhaps 
endow a scholarship of $2,000 in the seminary: and this was 
all the encouragement he brought bock from this visit 

But better things were in store for us. The Lord did not 
mean that this infant institution, founded with the most de- 
liberate and prayerful regard to the wonts of the church 
should perish so prematurely. From the address of Rev. 
John Keep at the installation of Dr. Richards, Oct 23. 1828, 
I take the following statement of the change in its prospects : 

'* Although the friends of this seminary have not wit- 
nessed the pillar of cloud and of fire as a guide to their 
oourne, tlioy bcliovo that tlio 'still small voice' of Divino 
Providence has bidden them go forward. With mingled 
emotions of fear and hope, they still watch its infant strag- 
gles : and tliey are cheered as they already descry increasing 
light breaking in upon them from the retreating clouds. The 
circumstances under which we are convened are connected 
with tho most pleasing hopes and associations. Es|)cciaUly 
should wo bo devoutly thankful in view of tho recent inter- 
position of Divine Providence which has laid the foundation 
for another profcssorahip in this seminary. During tlie post 
season an unknown Fbiend in the city of New York has with 
a princely liberality made on endowment for the support of 
a professor of Chnstiun theology. On this foundation the 
board of commLBsioners have duly elected the Rev. James 
Richards, D. D., as professor in this deimrtmcnt : and ho 
having accepted the appointment has been now inducted 
into olBco in the form presciibed by the ordinances of the 
institution.*' 

This ** unknown Friend" continued for many years after 
to bo equally unkno^vn to all but a very few persons con- 
nected with the seminaiy. Witli a Christian humility quite 
roniurkablo ho refused to permit his name to bo associated iu 
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any manner with his benefaction. He expressed his wish 
that Dr. Bichords should be the incumbent of the chair of 
theology : and that it shotdd be known as the " Richards 
professorship." The donation of $15,000, and all the ar- 
ranp:cnient8 connected witli it, were earned on through the 
nio<1iiini of the laUy I'iloivzar Lord of No.w York. 

I am not aware by what means it finally transpired that 
this friend in need was Arthur Tappon, a name afterwards 
widely known for Christian phiktnthropy and for heroic 
fidelity to convictions of duty. For thirty years he was the 
mark for every weapon of insult and abuse oppression could 
wi<*ld. Tlio man who but named him (at least if ho was a 
Bouthcrn slaveholder or a Northern sympathizer) at once 
dismissed all mercy from his li^is, and sneered and hissed ; 
" thief," "hypocrite," "incendiary," "fanatic," etc. — we all 
remember the vocabulary of abuse to which slavery accus- 
tomed us — were the epithets he was wont to be pelted with. 

Since the last anniversary of this seminary Arthur Tap- 
pan has died. He had outlived his strength, his fortunes, 
his contemporaries : but he had also, tliank God I outlived 
that diMiioniacid iniquity which so long poHSosscd this coun- 
try, and which in going out has rent us with such an awful 
convulsion. Ho lived long enough to have the government 
and the North come over to his side, and to see half a mill- 
ion of men in arms champion his ideas to a successful issue. 
His eyes had seen the salvation of the Lord : and he was, no 
doubt, quite ready to say, Domine — ntmc dimiUist 

It is well-known that Mr. Tappan, while still in the prime 
of life, was overwhelmed by commercial disaster from which 
ho never recovered. His fortune was swept away. But, a 
part of it he had secured beyond tlie reach of mischance. 
What ho kept ho lost : what he gave, he saved. The $15,000 
which endowed the "Bichards xirofessorship of Christian 
theology" — not a great sum indeed when compared with the 
splendid charities of far richer men at the present day, but 
for that time, and for a young business man to spare from 
his capital, truly " princely" — this $15,000, he had anchored 
s:vfoly where none of the blasts that wreck mercantile ven- 
tures cotdd reach it — so carefully was the trust guarded that 

18 
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not only has not a dollar been lost down to the present time, 
bnt it would seem well nigli impossible it ever should be lost. 

With equal core the trust was guarded against theological 
perversion. The founder declared it to be *' his intention 
and design in granting the said sum that the interest or in- 
come of said ciipital fund should be annually applieil to the 
support of a in'ofessor of Christian theology holding tho theo- 
logical sentiments and faith which are required by the onli- 
uauc(*H of tho sominai'y now in force ; and if at any tinio lioix)- 
afU'.r any professor on this foundation shall in any important 
article differ from the said system of faith, and especially if 
such professor shall not fully believe and teach the true and 
pro];>er divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, the personality of 
tlie Holy Spirit, the total depravity of man in his natural 
state, and tlie eUu'ual punishnient of the wickod, thtni tho 
founder of tliiH pr()fo88oi>ihip reserves to himself, his hoirs, 
exccutoi's, and assigns, the right to reclaim and receive back 
the ciqiital fund hereby gmnted,*' etc. 

This benefaction marked the turning point in the fortunes 
of the seminary. . . . Friends plucked up courage : one good 
deed is apt to produce numerous echoes ; and this one re- 
X)eated itself in welcome though lesser benefactions : students 
began to flock in. The next class that entered consisted of 
forty-eight members; many of whom have preached the 
gospel with eminent success, and left their impress deep in 
the religions chaviicter of this and the Western states. 

For forty years and more Mr. Tappan was permitted to 
witness such and similar fruits of his judicious liberality. 
Forty classes of students for the ministry drew their vievrs 
of tho system of divine truth from the chair he o^tablLshed, 
before he entered into his rest : happy above most other men 
in tliis, that in the prime of life and in the midst of his 
l)r<).spority, he had laid up a good foundation lor the time to 
come. It is at the request of the prudential committee and 
the faculty of tliis seminary, that I lay this chaplet on the 
tomb of Arthur Tappan.* 

o 8ee Appendix 10, for resolations of the trustees, on death of 
Mr. Tappan. 
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I. 
GENEALOGICAL NOTICE. 

Abraham Toppan, anccntor of Arthnr Tnppnn, ci\me io Amer- 
ica from Ynrmouih, Norfolk county, Euglnnd, October, 1637. 
Tlio iinnio was onKiimlly Topliam, taken from tlio iinmo of a place 
in Yoi'kKliiro, meaning npiior hamlet or village. Tlic )>odigree, so 
far back as we have traced it, commonccil with llobert Topliam, 
who rcKiiled at Linton, near Palely bridge, snpposed to be in the 
West riding of Yorkshire. He made his will in January, 1550. 

His second son, Thomas Topham, was of Amcliffe, near Lin- 
ton. He died in 1589. Edward Topham alias Toppan, eldest son 
of Tliomas, was of Aiglctliorpe, near Linton, and his pedigree is 
nM'.(»rdod in tli(^ C<»ll<?go of Anus with armorial bearings. One of 
his sons wius a lioutonant-colonol in the service of Charles Lt nnd 
was killed at MarsUm Moor in 1044. 

William Toppan, fourth sou of Edward Toppan, of Aigle- 
tliorpe, lived for some time at Calbridge, where bis son Abraham 
was baptized. April 10, 1606. The family still exists in England, 
are now of Middleham, in the north part of Yorkshire, on the 
river Ouse. The crest is a Maltese cross. 

As early as 1G37. Abraham Toppan resided at Yarmouth. His 
wife was Susanna Taylor, a daughter of a Mr. Taylor and his wife 
Eii/.abe(h. After the death of Mr. Taylor, the widow Elizabetli 
murried a Mr. Goodale ; and after the deiith of Mr. Goodale she 
cuine to Newbury, whore she died April 8, liWl. One of her 
daughters was Susanna, the wife of Abraham Toppan. 

Among the records in London, where emigrants were obliged 
to register their names, and obtain permission to leave the coun- 
try, is tlie following : 

**May 10, I(J:I7. The exaniinatitm ofAbrahjiiu Toppan of Ynr^ 
mouth, aged Ul years, and Susanna his wife, aged 30 years, with 
two cliildrcn. Tctcr and Elizabeth, and cue mayd servant, Anne 
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Goodwin, aged 18 yearis, are demrous to passo to New England to 
iulmbit" 

In tliu firat volame of the fourth serioa of the pnblicaUouB of 
the MosBaohusetts Historical Society, pp. 98 and 99, is the fol* 
lowing : 

** A register of the names of snch persons, who are 21 years 
and upward, mid huvo license to passe into forniigne parts froui 
^ March, 1G37, to tho 29th of September, by virtue of a Gomniissioii 
of Mr. Thoniiis Miiyhow, Qontloman," contains, among others, 
these: ** Abraham Toppan, Oooper, aged 31, Susanna his wife 
aged 31, with their children Peter and Elizabeth, and one mayd 
servant, Anne Gk>odwin, aged 18 years, sailed fh>m Tarmouth 
10 May, 1637, in the ship Bose of Yarmouth, Wm. Andrews, 
Master." 

In October, 1637, as appears by the following extract from the 
town records of <*Ould Newbiiry," Essex county, Mass., Abraham 
Tuppau was admitted to citizouKhip : 

** Abraham Toppan, being licensed by John Endicott, Esq., to 
live iu his jurisdiction was received iuto tho town of Newbury as 
an inhabitant thereof, and hath here promised under his hand 
to be subject to every lawftil order, that shall be made by the 
towue. " Abbjlham Toppan.** 

The following year he was chosen one of the selectmen. He 
carried on his trade, and also engaged in merchandise. 

Abraham and Susanna Toppan had eight children, the fourth 
of whom, Samxtei., born 5th June, 167U, was a farmer, who settled 
at Newbury, and married AoiGAiii Wiooubswobth in 1702. Her 
father was minister of Maiden, Mass., and her brother Edward 
was professor of divinity iu Harvard College. They had ten chil- 
dren, of whom Brnjamin was the ninth. He was hoxu in 1720, 
graduated at Harvard Ck)llege ; manied Elizabeth Mabsh of 
Haverhill, Mass. ; was settled in the ministry at Manchester, Es- 
sex county, in 1745, where he died, aged 70, greatly, lamented. 
They had twelve children. The oldest, Benjamin, was bom Octo- 
ber 21st, "Old Stylo," equivalent to November Ist. "Now Stylo.* 
lie w»s apprenticed to Wiluam Homes, Esq,, the "honest gold- 
smith," as he was called, in Ann-street, Boston, and married his 
daughter Sarah Homks, October 22d, "Old Style," 1770. 

After the death of Kev. Benjamin Toppan, in 1790, his children, 
at a family meeting, agreed to change the spelling to Tappan, at 
the suggestion of tho eldest son, who had for sometime adopted 
that way of wi'itiug it. 
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The Homes family originated in the north of Ireland. Kev. 
William Homes, great grandfather of Mrs. Tappan, was a Presby- 
terian minister there, emigrated to this country early in the 
eighteenth century; and was iusbilled pastor of tlie church at Ghil- 
mark, Martha's Vineyard, Mass., in 1715 or 17 IG. He was the 
author of HovonU publications, and was highly vonorato<l by his 
contemporaries. 

Bobort Homes, his son, was master of a vessel that traded 
from lk>ston to Philiulolphia. He married Mary Franklin, sister 
of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, who makes mention of him in his auto- 
biography. He left two children, the oldest of whom was Will- 
iam, the father of Mrs. Tappan. He was bom January 16, 171(1, 
in Boston, whore ho scrvcMl an appronticcsliip in the goldsmith 
business, and afterwards, on his son*s a.ssumiug the business, en- 
tered into trade, as a flour and iron merchant His store was 
burned during the Bevolutionary war. He then bought a farm in 
Norton, Mass., where he lived a short time, and died in Boston, 
July, 1785, in his seventieth year. He was buried with his wife in 
the Chapel burying-ground, Tremont-street, Boston. 

Sarah Tappan was bom January 2d, 1748, and died March 2(1, 
1826. Benjamin Tappan was bom November 1, 1747, and died 
January n(\ lK:il. Tlic^y IivimI to^otlior iifty-nino yniii's, honoriMl 
in their day and generation. They had cluven children, seven 
sons and four daughters, and nine children survived them. Their 
grandchildren numbered seventy-two. 



THE CREDIT SYSTEM 

Thb following is extracted from a pamphlet published by Lewis 
Tappan, in 180!), entitled, "Is it lliglit tobe Rich?" 

** A. few words with regard to the a'CilU system that so generally 
prevails among men of business. The supposed gains, under this 
system, are very fallacious, while the net gains in the long run, 
under the ctLsh system^ would be much more lucrntivo to the indi- 
vidual and more beueficLil tx> tlie community. Besides it is not 
easy to determine what one*B income or actual gain really is, when 
the credit system so generally prevails. Tliis uncertainty affords 
a pretext too often for giving as little as possible to the cause of 
Qod or man. If the cash system were generally adopted, more 
money would be paid into the Lord's treasury, and it would bo a 
great restraint upon the feverish and almost insane spirit of spec* 
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Illation, interchange of indorsements, bazardons risks and wild 
expanRion of biiHinoss tliiit lianuM biiRincsa men, leaul to liank- 
ruptcy, to uogluct of funiilics, to uuglcct of tlicir own soiiIh iukI the 
souls of others, and often to the min of body and souL A nier- 
ohiiut of remarkable industry and carefulness, now deceased, in- 
formed the writer that, daring the thirty years ho was in Uio 
wholesale importing and jobbing business in New York, ns a dry- 
goods merchant, he had made a fortune of eight hundred thou- 
sand dollars on his books; but owing to bad debts, the Aiiionnt 
had been reduced to so small a sum that he gave np tnulc, pur- 
chased a farm in the country, and, not succeeding very well, his 
sons are now clerks in New York. So much for the credit sys- 
tem." 

The following statement of ficu^ts illustrative of the effects of 
the credit system, is wortliy of cousidcration : 

AlMiut the yair W.\% Uov. Daivid Ni^lsoii, M. D., HuliKoqnent- 
ly uutlior of tlio luliiiiniblu work ]iul>liHlicd by thu Anicrioiui 
Tnict Society, entitled 'Chiiho and Guru of Inluhility,' cstuiio to 
New York, to Kolicit aid to OKtablmh a oollo^^o iu MinkouH. ]Iu 
wished to borrow the sum of $20,000 for the purchase of land, 
giving security therefor. After much inquiry imd powerful effort* 
with the aid of a friend in the city» he succeeded in obtaining a 
loan for ten years, with annual interest at seven per cent The 
money was borrowed from Isaac Buonson, Esq., one of the 
shrewdest flnnnciul men in the country. lie required, 1. ThAt 
the trustocH of the college should mortgage to him the huid 
to be purchased of the United Stjites ns security to their bond ; 
2. That the forty murcluints in New York who hiul exprossod a 
willingness to loan their names to the amount of $500 each should 
unite iu a guaranty ; 3. That five of the number, whose names 
he selected, should give a bond equivalent to indorsing the re- 
sponsibility of the forty persons ; 4. That the friend who had 
negotiated the loan on behalf of Dr. Nelson, should give his obliga- 
tion to hold Mr. lironsoji harmless at all events. Having tliis four- 
fold security the money was advanced. It seemed stmngo that so 
much security should bo required, but the far-seeing lender judged 
it necessaiy, and as will be seen acted with singular foresight in 
view of takmg security of men engaged in the credit system. 

When the ten years had expired and the trustees had proved 
U'responsible, No. 4 was applied to for payment lie acknowl- 
edged the obligation, but Wi\s pecuniarily unable to respond. No. 
3 wci-c then applied to, and four of them had become insolvent! 
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Tlie only solvent person among them endeAvored to collect their 
qnota of the second clnss, bat found that a large portion of them 
hnd nlso fiiilod ! He wfis therefore under the necessity of settling 
with Mr. Bronson, which he did in an honorable manner. This 
gciillcninn was Mr. Riohakd T. Haimxs. When the loan was ef- 
fiH'U^d, IhoKo in Iho No. 2 lint were all'ln pro8(>crouR circumsbmces, 
and each of the No. 3 list was rich. And yet, such are the nncer- 
tnintics of trade, especially on the credit system, that in less than 
ten years nearly all these merchants became bankrupts. 

3. 

JOUBNAL OF COMMEBOB. 

In the Memoirs of David Hale, by Bev. Joseph P. Thompson, 
it is stated : 

*'Iu 1827, Mr. Arthur Tappan, with his princely liberality and 
zealous regard for the public good, resolved to establish in New 
York a commercial newspaper, to be conducted upon principles of 
sound morality and true independence, and with a scrupulous 
regard for the Sabbath. Some friends of Mr. Hale, learning of 
the movement, recommended him to Mr. Tappan as a suitable 
INM'Koii (4> iiikn rlmr^o (»r tho r(niiniorciiil and busiiKiHS doparltnont 
or Hid pap(*r, lo wliirh poHt liu wim accord iii^^ly iiiviUMi Ho on- 
torcd \i{wm his dutioH iit tho conuncnccHi(*nt of tho outorprisc, 
R4*pto.nilMT J, 1827; W. Maxwell, limi., of Norfolk, Va., a gontlo- 
luau of high literary reputation, being associated with him as the 
literary editor. The Journal of Oommeree (as the newspaper was 
called) was then about the size of the New York Tribune, or one 
half its own present dimensions ; and its daily circulation was 
only a few hundred copies— in fact much of its circulation the first 
year was gj'atuitous. Its editorials were generally upon literary 
subjects ; but its columns were principally devoted to business 
and news, tho latter being diversified every few weeks by the ar- 
riviil of a vessel from Liverpool, Havre, or New Orleans. 

"Such was the expensiveness, that towards the close of the 
fii-st year, Mr. Arthur Tappan, who had already advanced upon 
the Journal thirty thousand doUars, determined to abandon it ; and 
to rid hiniKolf of further rcflponsibility ho prencnted tho entire 
oKljiMiHliinrnl to h'w broihor, Mr. Lowis Tappan, whom ho had 
juKt nsKociatcd with himself in business. Scvend clmnges follow- 
ed this arrangcmcnL Mr. Maxwell retired from tho editorsliip, 
and Mr. Horace Dushnoll (now Bev. Dr. Boslmell, of Hartford)^ 
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who already oVinced much of his pecnliar spirit and power as a 
writer, and who hod been an assistant of Mr. Maxwell — wiis em- 
ployed 801I1U moulliH lis editor, while Mr. Hide, in wlume luuuo 
the Journal was published, continued to manage the busineas de- 
partment The paper was under the general direction of Mr. Liewis 
Tapjmn, who thus announced the principles on which it should be 
conducted : 

It will be a primary object to render the Joamal a first rate oomm br- 
oiAL paper, worUiy of tUw city. To tliis end au extciuuvo corrcApond- 
onco will bo maintained, tlio most ably conducted pcriodicaki will be 
taken, and no pains nor oxpcnitu will bo Bpurod to procure uuUiciitiu 
rovicws of the niarkcU, prices current, etc. It will be necessary alao to 
maintain a boat estaolisumknt for the collection of marine news ; and 
this must be dono at our individual cost, as the public and our establish- 
ment will be benefited by a competition, and as it will be contrary to 
the principles of this paper, to bo associated with similar establishments 
which iluvolo SundiiyH to tliu ctinoutin;; or nows. liy a viK«*nMiM coiii|»o- 
tition wc expect to prevent uny delicieucy arising from an obscrvanoo of 
tlio Subbatii, by which wo mean the hours coiiMecruted as holy time by 
the geiienil unngo or (/MiriHtians in this city, namely: kkom twki.vm 

o'clock on BatUUUAY NKJUT to TWBLVK o'clock TUM MIUUT SUOOKKO- 
INO. 

We shall avoid all participation in the gain of tlioso fashionable vices 
which sap the foundations of morality and religion, on which the besi 
Interests of the nation depend. We profess to be friends of Christianity; 
not entliusiasts nor sectarians — and by a liberal and firm support of the 
moral and religious institutions of the country, we shall hope to merit 
tlio patronage of all good citizens. Nor sliall wo fear, for the Journal, 
the sneering inipiiUition of its being a iiKi.iuiuus newspaper, because it 
will refuse to derive emolument from advertisements that are at war 
with the innocence, integrity, and moral weal of the community ; nor 
because it will seek to promote the purity and elevation of public sen- 
timent. 

In short, it will bo our endeavor to pursue an independent, oourteoos, 
and honorable competition ; to comb out plainly against moral delin- 
quencies ; while wo hope to Airnish a paper, which will instruct and 
. gratiry tlie merchant, the politician, the literary reader, and Uio moral 
and patriotic of all callings and professions. On the cooperation of such 
wo coufldeiitly rely. TiOt the oxporimoiit be fairly made, and who can 
doubt that, in the nietropolirt of tliis great nation, a daily paper, striving 
to excel its contemporaries by a digniiled discussion of all the leading 
topics of public interest, excluding vice in all its forms, will be extensive* 
ly patronized.* 

**Snch," says Mr. Thompson, '*was the original plan of the 
Journal of 0ommerc6t oh devised by Mr. Tappan. . . . The attempt 

* Journal of Commerce, September 1, 1828. 
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to establish a paper on imch a basis excited the opposition and 
oontempt of mere men of tbe world. ... As it was not the wish of 
Mr. Lewis Tappan to retain the control of the paper, he endeavor- 
ed to procnre an editor to be i)ermancntly associated with Mr. 
Hiilo. In a fmv months an arranRonicnt wiui nmdo by which Mr. 
Halo uixl (lonird Iliilhu'.k, Ksq., tlion odilor (tf tho Neio York Ob' 
server^ became joint proprietors and editors of the Journal of Com' 
merce. A gnaranteo fund of twenty thousand dollars was sub- 
scribed by several gentlemen for the support of the paper, and the 
editors were allowed two years to determine npon purchasing the 
property by returning principal and interest This they subse- 
quently did, and thus the Journal was established on a safe and 
indo|N)nd(iiit baHiH." 

NOTR. 

The "expensiveness** was not the only reason my brother had 
for desiring to be rid of the concern. He was disappointed in re- 
gard to the expectations he had formed of the usefulness of the 
paper. It was more literary than commercial, and the moral 
effect had not been so great as had been anticipated. Besides, a 
large part of the editorial labor bad been performed by two or 
three assistant editors, the office of chief editor being almost a 
sinecure — and that a very cxixsnsive one. At the same time the 
subscription list and advertising receipts wore not increasing. 

My brother felt that ho had advanced as much money as it was 
convenient and proper for him to do, and he determined in the 
montli of August to free himself from the necessity of sustaining 
the paper any longer than the expiration of the first year. Accord- 
ingly he informed me that he should not make any more advances 
after Ist September, and that the publication must then stop. I 
urged him not to sacrifice the property, and he replied, **I will 
then give it to you, on condition that yon will examine into tho 
concern, and put it on a right footing." I accepted the proposi- 
tion, took leave of my mercantile business for a Cime, dispensed 
with the H<Tviccs of tho chief editor, and, with tho able assistimce 
of Mr. Bushnell, assumed the editorship of the paper. 

After several attempts, by correspondence and journeys, to pro- 
cnre a suit4iblo person to succeed Mr. Maxwell, several gentlemen, 
at my invitation, supposed to bo friendly to the enterprise, met at 
the Tract House to oonsuU on the affairs of the Jounial. Several 
of them attoiulod. Messrs. Gerard llallock and David Hale, to 
Vfhom a pro^iositiou had been made, wore also invited to tho con- 

18* 
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forciioo. I mndo a Torlinl stntemoiit of ttio oonoom— ibi ntimUon 
on the Ist September ; the efforts siuce made to sostiun it ; the 
present income and disbursements ; and stated that if the sub- 
scription and adyertising patronage continued as they had done 
for the past six weeks the income would at least equal the ex- 
penses. The pro|x>Hition to Ilalo and llallock and their willing- 
ness to accept it were laid before the meeting. Included iu the 
proposition was a condition that a stated sum should be pledged 
to carry on the business for two years, and to allow Hale and 
Hallock to elect to purchase at the termination of that period or 
sooner. The gentlemen present spoke favorably of the paper, said 
it ought not to be discontinued, and that means for its support 
must be furnished. A subscription was opened, a considerable 
sum was subscribed, and after much painstaking the full amount 
was eventually obtained. At the end. of two years Hole and 
IluUock decided to consummate the purchase ; Uie advances of the 
Irionds were repaid ; and six thousand dollars, the estimated voluo 
of tlie fixtures, type, presses, etc., on the Ist September, paid to 
Arthur Tuppiui. Altliuiigh uiy brulhur uckuowliHlgcMl the nbiljty 
and industry of the now proprietors, he did not approve the man- 
ner in which they conducted the paper, as it respected its 
political influence, and the stand it took on the anti-slavexy 
question. Its pecuniary success has been very great 

It WAS demonstrated by the proprietors of the Jovmal of Cbm- 
merce tlmt a daily paper could bo sustained in the city of New 
York ^vitllout any dcsocrutiou of the Lord's day. If succossAil 
then, it could bo bo now ; and therefore thei*e is no valid excuse 
for infringing on Hiicrod time. There are multitudes of readers of 
such papers, many uf them moral and religious men, who have it 
iu til ell' power to restrain such violation of the Sabbath. If they 
would refmin from purchasing a Monday's paper that is printed 
on the Lordv's day, as many of them are, a check would be held 
over such issues, and the result would be that proprietors would 
find it for their interest to abstain from desecrating holy time. 
Editora, and all the cniployds, would doubtluMS bo gmtcfiil for 
such actH uf self-duiiial on the part of readers. Isnola patron oj a 
Monday's papei\ on which work is done on Vie Sabbaih, as culpable as 
the editor or proprietor t 
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COLONIZATION SOCIETY— RUM TBADE IN TJm?.TtTA 

What the cargoes of Teasels trading to Liberia were mode up 
nf limy bo scou by the following advertisements, from the LSberUi 
Jlernid : 



No. 1. March 22, 1832. 

C. M. Waring and F. Taylor 
ofTor for sale the cargo of the 
schooner Olive from Liverpool : 

500 kegs of powder, 
600 muskets, 
150 cutlasses, 
10 bags shot, 
10 puncheons rum, 
2 do. brandy, 
20 casks ale, 
10 do. brown stout, 
etc., etc. 



No. 2. .September 7, 1832. 
C. M. Waring offers for sale the 
cargo of the schooner Olive of 
Liverpool : 

60 doz. blk. handled spear-pointed 

knives, 
10.000 best musket flints, 
354 bunches dark straw beads, 
223 pounds black pound do. 
245 do. white do. 

1,197 gallons of rum, 
350 kegs of powder, 
140 muskets. 



BUTINO THS aOOD WILL OF THB MATZYXS. 

The terms of one of the contracts may be seen in the society's 
oleventb report : 

4lli. Tlio American Colonization Society shall have tlie right, in oon- 
sidcr Alien of five liundred bars of tobacco, three barrels of rum, five casks 
of powder, five pieces of long baft, five boxes of pipes, ten guns, five 
uiiibrollus, ten iron polH and ten pairs of shoes, immediately to enter into 
possession of tlio tract of unoccupied land, bounded toward the West by 
Stockton creek, and on the North by St. PauPs river, etc. 

The Sesters territory was perpetually leased to the Colonization 
Society on the 27th October, 1825, by King Freeman, " in con- 
siderntion of one hogshead of tobacco, one puncheon qf rwn, six 
boxes of pipes, to be paid and delivered to [him] yearly, every 
year, the first to commence from the date of these presents,*' etc. 



6. 
JOSEPH STUBQE'S STATEMENT. 

Whsn Mr. Stnrge visited New York, in 1841, on his retom 
to Enp;land from his second visit to the West Indies, he mode the 
folluwiii^ Htiitoiucut : 

** In Jamaica a proprietor told him that it was considered A 
good day*s work for a slave to clear seventy to eighty coffee trees 
of weeds, with a hoe, but by paying task work under the appren- 
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tieeahip ajBtem, a man and woman deared dye hondied trees in a 
daj, and a boy two hondred and fifty treea in one instance ! So 
much for the free orer alaTe labor. 

** lir. Stnrge said that daring his stay in the West Indies, he 
did not see a single negro intoxicated, and a practitioner of medi- 
cine told him that daring all his practice he had neTer seen anegro 
woman drank. 

** In Jamaica the negroes oontribated £3,000 carrency, towards 
baildiug a meetinghoose. On one occasion, the preacher told 
his cougrcgaliou tlint if any of them wore inclined to oontribnto 
towards repairing the chapel, they might leare their contribations 
in the yestry, and as he supposed that they had not come prepar- 
ed, he wonld not send around the collection-boxes. A sam eqoal 
to £50 steriing was immediately left in the Testry." 

6. 
YICE-PIIESIDEKT CJOLPAX'S LETTER. 

WAsniHQTON, Fob. 25, 1870. 
Mt Dkab Sib : I remember yery well going in 1835. when I 
was twelve years of age, to see the resolts of a mob attack on your 
property in Bose-street, caused by your anti-slayeiy principles ; 
and I remember also that it made me prejadiced, eyen then, 
against the ** institution of slayery," whose supposed interests 
caused that attack. I have no doubt that that early adverse 
impression caused me afterwards to range myself with the anti- 
slavery wing of the Whig party, though I remained connected with 
that party while it existed. 

Yours yeiy truly, 

BCHUTLER COLFAX. 
Lswxs TArPAN, Esq. 

7. 

OBERLIN COLLEGE. 

Tns following resolution was uutuiimously adopted by tlio 
board of trustees of Oberlin Ck)Uege at its regular annual meeting 
in August, 18ti5, and ordered to be entered upon its records. 

Artliur Tappan one of tlic oldest and muniftcent patrons of Oberlin 
College having departed this lire, Ihererore, resolved, that in his death 
the college han reason to deplore the loss of one of its truest and noblest, 
and most valued ft-lcnds. Yet, on the other hand, to rejoice that his great 
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lifo was woll dono, and Uiat ro ripo in years and rich in mnniflconco and 
toil, ho has at lengtli entered upon his gloriona rest. Under tho blessed 
influence of such a lire, and such a death, we are quiclccned to fresh en- 
deavor to follow him in the Rimplicity of his consecration to God and 
humanity, and in his steadfast devotion to tlio great principles of Christian 
bcncvolonoe. 

The foregoing is a trao copy of Uio rccordH. 

GE0R6B KINNEY, Sao. 

a 

LETTEB FBOM REV. 0. G. FINNEY. 

In a letter to the compiler from Mr. Finney, of a recent date, 
he says : " I regard Arthur Tnppan as one of the best men I oyer 
knew. He was as modest as he was good. I am happy to hear 
that yon are preparing a sketch of his lifo. Will yon lay aside all 
fear of being nccnsed of too highly appreciating a brother, and let 
the chnrch have the whole portrait ? Tell ns all about his appropria- 
tions for Christ and humanity, and the opposition he met with on 
that account Do you know that he paid the expense of getting 
up and running Sabbath-schools, by tho students that left Lane 
Seminary? Mr. Streeter, one of them, mentioned the fact here at 
a public nioct.iii{{ two years ago, and said that until Mr. Tnppan's 
death, tlio matter wuh, by his rcquost, kcjit secret Mr. Strcotor 
spoke of the amount given as considerable. You are aware that 
just before I was invited to Oberlin, he was urging me to come 
West long enough to take that class through a course of theology. 
To furnish rooms and whatever was requisite, and he would defray 
the expense. . . . Many have since 'given much of their abun- 
dance,' but who among them as privately and of course as unosten- 
tatiously pledged ;his whole income for church and humanity. 
Tho magnificent donations of Feabody and others do not compare 
rdaiivdy with Arthur Tnppau's. I see that Joshua Lcavitt is re- 
quested to write a history of the anti-slavery movement He will 
do as well as any man unacquainted with the influence of Oberlin 
on the whole Northwest The fact is that Oberlin turned the scale 
in all of the Northwest No man can tell the story right unless he 
knows this. Although Arthur Tappan failed to do for Oberlin all 
that ho intended, yet his promise was tlie condition of tho existence 
of Oborliu as U Juts been, Qod bless you. 

" 0. 0. FINNEY." 
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9. 
AMEEIOAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 

Ths following record of the ezeontiTe oommittee was trans- 
mitted to the daughters of Mr. Arthur Tappan, after his decease. 

Nbw York. Ang. 12, 18G5. 
Mt Dkab Fbtkhds : By order of the oxecntiTe committee of the 
American Missionary Association, I send yon the following extract 
from the miiiutos of the last session : 

Tlio cxociUivo comniittoo of iho Amorican Mitwionary Association, 
haying learned of the decease of oar esteemed Christian brother Arthur 
Tappan, the early tried and faithful advocate of the fk^edom of the slave, 
and tlie friend of the poor, for many years a member of our executive 
oommittee, and, sinoe his removal ttom New York, a vice-president of 
the association, desire to place on record, and to express to his bereaved 
family and relatives, our high appreciation of his consistent OliriMtian 
clmriiclur, hi:* (liMtiiigiiixhod libonilily, and liis earnoMt luborM, and sacri- 
flees, fur the freedom of tlio slave, and the welfare of tlio oppressed, ilia 
benevolence, ChrlHt-likc, know no distinction of race, clime, condition, or 
culur, but was freely. Joyfully, extended, wherever the Itodecmor'a king- 
dom or individual want indicated. 

In bis departure this assooUtion, the church of Christ, and the poor 
among men, as well as his bereaved fiunily, have lost an earnest ftiend 
and 'aithfbl counsellor. 

But while we record our sense of this great loss, we would humbly 
and gratefully express our thanks to Almighty God, tliat he was so long 
spared to his friends and tlio world, and permitted, before entering the 
heavenly rest, to witness with exultation and praise to God, tlie down- 
full of tlie accursed system, against which he had so long striven. And 
we would unite our prayers with those of his family, that even this so 
great aftliction may bo sanctified to their and cor good, and that of the 
cause he so much loved. 

A true copy from the minutes of the exeontiTe oommittee. 

GEORGB WHIPPLE, Clssk. 



10. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE TRUSTEES OP THE 
AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

Whereas^ It has pleased divine Providence, since the last reg- 
ular meeting of this board, to remoTS by death Arthur Tappan, 
Esq., formerly of the city of New York, one of the earliest and 
most liberal benefactors of this institution :* therefore, 



APPENDIX. 423 

Resoiuedy That the tnistees feel called upon to place on record 
their gratefnl sense of the wise Christian beneficence of Mr. Tap- 
pnn« and especially to praise Qo<l that he was led in the time of 
his worldly prosperity to endow by a donation of fifteen thousand 
dollai*R, tho proresKorHliip of Christian tlioology, by this act giving 
life to llin iiiHliliitioii in its feublo infancy, encouraging otlicr en- 
dowments, and securing for its first theological teacher, that wise, 
devout and faithful man of God. Rev. James Kichards, D. D. 

Resoloed, That this act of Mr. Tappan furnishes a most instruc- 
tive example of the wisdom of seasonable beneficence by Christian 
men, instead of postponing their charities till the time of their 
death, when the fluctuations of business may have stripped them 
of UuMr Hirans of doing good. 

UMolue(U That wo record with devout gratitude the fact that 
Mr. Tappan was permitted, during the long period of more than 
forty years, to witness the fruits of his judicious charity in a suc- 
cession of able and faithful teachers in the chair of Christian the- 
ology in this seminary, and in the education of so many hundreds 
of ministers of the gospel who have gone to all parts of our own 
and to heathen lands. 

11. 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERT SOCIETY. 

Wb extract the following from the London Anii-Slavery Reporier 
of September, 18G5 : 

The American papers announce the death in his eightieth year of Mr. 
Arthur Tappan (brother of Lewis Tappan) widely known for his benevo- 
lence and for the generous zeal with which he always advocated and 
supported any measures for the benefit of his fellow-men. 

He was one of the early abolitionists, and cheerfully took a large 
share of tho obloquy and persecution which were visited upon tliat de- 
spised class in its darkest days. When Garrison was imprisoned in Dal- 
tiinore for an article in his paper upon the domestic slave trade, Mr. 
Tappan paid tho flno and rodoomcd him from Jail,nnd his name from that 
tiiuo forward wiiH i\» notorious and almost as mucli hated at tlie South as 
Garri^ion's own. 

Like most of the class to which he was known to belong, his whole 
fifo gave the lio to the assertion that the abolitionists were " men of one 
idoa/* for thoro was no charitable work or pious purpose to which ho did 
not give Uic benefit of his great executive ability, and the support of his 
hcnrty and untiring devotion. Nor did old age cool his ardor, to the end 
or 1ii.«4 d:iyM, W\n iutornHt in good works never (lagged, and for him cer- 
tainly awaits tiio award, " Well done, good aud faiUiful servant.*' 
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12. 

LBTIKB FROM WIL LLOTD GABBISOK. 

BosTOK, Mmrch S, 1870. 
DKim Sot : I am mora than gratified to learn that yon hare 
prepared a idcetch of the life of your lamented brother Arthur, for 
paUication in a Toloma He well doaerroa all that yon or any 
othen may aay in his praise. With a aoond understanding, a 
great conscience to the dictated of which he was inflexibly true, a 
genuine humility that did not wish the left hand to know what the 
right hand perfonned, a m<»al courage that could look any re- 
proach or peril aerendy in the £ioe in the discharge of what seem- 
ed to be an imperatiTe duty, a sense of rectitude commensurate 
with the golden rule, a qpiiit of philanthropy as comprehensiTe 
and uniTersal as the '*one blood*" of all nations of men, a liberal- 
ity rarely parnllelod in the ccmaecration of his means to ddiTer the 
oppriMMMl aud to nslicvu KuiToriiig hnmauily in all its mnlliriiri(>iui 
aspects, and a piety that proved its depth and genuinouoss by the 
fniite it iMiro, liia oxamplo is to mo to lie hdd up for imitation to 
the hitest posterity. 

The applications for his charitable assistance were legion ; but, 
notwithstanding his immense business, he gare no scope to an 
impuldve bencTolence, but endearored to examine each case upon 
its merits, and dispose of it upon principle. While always cour- 
teous, was there ever one who was leas **a respecter of persons" 
than himself? No rabbi could command his attention moru tlum 
tho bc^ir in r.igs. But it is not for mo to rocito to yon cither his 
cxccUunt traits or noblo dooilM. Thoso you will roconl without 
fliittory or osteuhiUoii, but solely iu justico to his memory, aud as 
incentiTes to well-doing on the part of such as may thus be made 
acquainted with his remarkable career. . . . The biography of your 
brother will be Tery timely. 

Yours, to sing the song of jubilee, 

WM. LLOTD QARRISOlf . 
Lrwis Tappan. 

13. 
DEATH OP AUTHUR TAPPAN. 

The following tribute, by Rev. Joshua Leavitt, D. D., was pub- 
lished in the New York Independent : 

'*Tho vcncmblo ChriHtiaui philauthrox)ist, whose name haa 
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been, at one time, a word of power to all who love Ohrist's cntise, 
and, at another, the song of the negro-haters throughout the coun- 
try, as the representative of justice and mercy to the oppressed, 
has been gathered to his fathers in peace and honor at the ripe 
ago of fourscore. Mr. l^ippan died at Now Ilavcn, on Kunday, 
Jul}' 2:1, and was buried on Tuesday, in the ccnu^tory of that place. 
ItcHcrviiig for anoUier occasion the fuller account which we hopo 
to give of his life, and the services he rendered to his generation 
and to the cause of Christ in the world, wo now only express the 
first emotions that arise at the event when we say that this world 
has parted with one of the truest Christians it ever knew. 8in« 
cerity as pure as crystal, and integrity as true as the beams of the 
morning, were the leading traits of his character. What ho said, 
he believed ; and what he saw to be right, he did. Those who 
differed from him most widely, and those who were most displeas- 
ed by his action, felt and confessed that he was conscientious in 
his opinions, and honest in his conduct, to a degree never sur- 
passed. He had no classification of principles or duties, by their 
times or relations. His piety was for every day, and his religion 
controlled his bargains as it did his devotions. A Christian in- 
deed, he was a Christian everywhere, and in all his relations. He 
would no more wrong his closet in devotion than he would cheat 
a cuRtoTiier in trade. lie believed the evaiigclic^d system of doc- 
trine as honestly as the decalogue, and practised the duties of the 
second tible as diligently as the first Ho was a good man in 
whatever circumstances you tried him, and from whatever point 
of view you observed him. His character honored alike his pro- 
fession as a Christian, his calling as a merchant, his position as a 
member of society. He was thought to be severe in judgment, but 
it was only because he judged others as he did himself, and he 
could not modify the decision, because he knew the law could not 
bend. He could not compromise in duty, because he could not 
alter the truth, which he believed because it was true. His whole 
life was eminently uniform and consistent, because it was wholly 
and always governed by one principle— the law of GoiL The life 
of such a mim is a profitable study for all survivors, and its his- 
tory needs to be written by one who is in full sympathy with the 
principles which governed him, and the objects for which he lived. 
J lis life consiMlud in what he boliovod and what ho did — not in loud 
sentiments or florid imaginations. It had no lack of the essentials 
of fiuth and action, and he never sought for it the adornments of 
tancy or the excitements of overwrought emotion. Uudoubtiug 
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belief, nnhesitaiing submission, unremitting obedience, made np 
A religion which ho was rosolvccl to live by, nnil which he was not 
afniid to die by. The life of which it could Ihi sidd iu youth thui 
he never told a lie is completed and rounded out with a consist- 
ency AS perfect as the circle of the sky. 

*< There is, probAbly, no mAu living whose influence upon the 
destinies of the country is equAl to his. Our great system of be- 
nevolent institutions owes its expAUsion And power, iu a great 
degree, to his influence. His exAmple inspired the merchants of 
New York with the principle of enlarged benevolouce, Iciuliug 
thom to give their hundreds, And thousAiids, And tens of thousands 
where before they were accustomed to think it a great matter if 
they gave their tens or fifties. His wise counsels and energetic 
determination. And munificent douAtion of five or six thousAud 
dollars in 1825, decided the fonuAtion And destiny of the American 
Tract Society, and gave it the strong and steady career on which 
it has advanced for so many years. His thoughtful mind planned 
the great enteq^rise of the American Bible Society, of giving a 
Dihlu to ovcry family iu the UniUfd StiUoH, and his pliMl^^u <if U)n 
thousand dollars rendered it impossible but that the work should 
be undertaken — and done. Many others might be named of the 
great sociai movements of the last forty years, which owed their 
being or their power to his comprehensiveness of vision, sagacity 
of forethought, or largeness of liberality. Hardly any one can be 
named which did not become what it was through his agency and 
influunoo. It wan a largo heart, gifted with most oxtcnsivo fore- 
sight, guiding a Kingulurly ulToctivo will. 

**In the Klavcry agitiition, its beginning, its extent, its irawer, 
its rcsulttt, it may be said, without a question, that Arthur Tapimu 
was the pivotal centre of the whole movement. He supported the 
Colonization Society for some years, because he believed it would 
aid in the overthrow of slavery, and only abandoned it when he 
bcc \n)0 fully convinced that it wiui fonncil and was managcil nmin- 
ly in the interest of slavery, and for the purpose of strengthening 
the HyKtoni by removing its chief dangeiu Ilis decision and gene- 
rosity released Mr. Garrison from his imprisonment at Baltimore, 
and placed him iu a position to commence the publication of the 
Liberator. The formation of the Anti-Slavery Society in New 
York, to be guided by those principles of religion and patriotism 
to which his own soul held glad allegiance, hinged upon him, both 
for its conception and execution. For years his contributions to iti 
treasury were its main reliance, amounting for successive years to 
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at least one-fonrtli of its yearly income. His generous response at 
that Tory jnnctnre saved the Uhwoim from pending and instant 
suppression. And, in addition, he gaye money and stirred np 
men to effort, rif;ht and left, to an extent which no earthly regis- 
try liiui recorded. In the darkest honrs of raolM, and obloqny, 
and thrcatinicHl nsHiiKHiiiaUon, ho never qiiuilod nor chan((cd his 
conrse, nor doubted as to duties or results, but pressed right on, 
with steady step, toward the end which he was sure must come. 
For seven years he was the hinge on which a great nation turned 
to its new destiny. And he never let go, nor relaxed his energy, 
until he had seen the country so thoroughly aroused and so far 
permeated in all its ranks with the anti-slavery spirit as to make 
the fintd issue no lonp;cr donbtfitl, except as a question of time. 
JIo hiiM bctni ({niciouKly poniiittod to roniain among us until the 
great abomination has received its death-blow, and then departed 
in p<Mico, to enter into the joy of his LonL Well done, good and 
faithful servant ! Thou hast been faithful above many, be thou 
ruler over higher interests in a world yet more exalted 1 

14. 

EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON PREACHED IN THE FIRST 
CUURCU IN NEW HAVEN, JULY 30, 18G5. BY REV. 
LEONARD BACON, D. D. 

" With long lire will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation." — 
Psalm 01 : IG. 

A WBEK ago this morning, a venerable member of this church, 
who had seen almost fourscore years, dosed his eyes in death. 
He was one to whom the promise, **With long life will I satisfy 
him, and show him my salvation," had been literally fulfilled. 
There was much in his character and history which it may be 
proH table for us to remember. 

Arthur Tappan was bom at Northampton, Mass., in 1786. . . . 
When he was fourteen years old he wits sent from home to learn 

that which was to be his business for life At twenty-one 

years of nge, he commenced business on his own account, with a 
partner, at Portland, Maine ; but, not long afterward, they remov- 
ed to Montreal The commencement of the war between 

Great Britain and the United States, in 1812, made it necessary 
for them either to become British subjects or to close their busi- 
ness at a sacrifice, and return to their own country. His partner 
being liko-miudcd with himself ou that quostiou, they ilid not 
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hesitotA. Though his judgment and ajmptdideB as a citizen, and 
his personal iutercsls, were adverse to the war, ho loved his 
coQutiy, and woukl not be separated from it 

At the end of the war, in 1815, he removed to the city of New 
ToriL, and commenced business there, as an importing merchout 
The gains of the first year were more than bahuiood by tlie lofsoH 
of the second and third, and a change in his arrangements became 
necessary. With a reduced c^tal, bat with an unimpaired com- 
mercial character, he commenced, in the year 1817, the business 
in which he was, fur about twenty years, eminently sucoessfnl. 
Traders finom all parts of the Union became his customers ; his 
gains were steady and sure ; he was rapidly accumulatiug a great 
fortune, and at the same time dispensing with exemplary liber- 
ality, when the commercial revulsion of 1837 produced, suddenly, 
an almost universal suspension of payments, and spread bank- 
ruptcy through all parts of the country. . . . Unable to obtain what 
was due to him finom lus customers, he was compelled to throw him- 
self on the forbearance of his creditors ; and, though the debts 
of tlie lioiuio wore more tliaii $1,100,000, ho sncoooded in making 
full payment within the time conceded to him. .... At the age 
of fifty-six, with nothing but his experience in business and his 
integrity, he began anew to earn a support for himself and his 
fiunily. A few years of diligence and carefiilness were sufficient 
to obtain by the favor of God's providence, a limited yet oomfort- 
able provision for his old age. Having lived here and worsliipped 
in this cougrcgiitiou in his most prob-perons chiys, from 18:S8 to 
1835, he returned to this city about eight years ago, and became 
a member of tliis church. .... 

Such is the outline of his life, with its leading dates, its labors 
and vicissitudes, its successes and disappointments, its domestio 
joys and sorrows. In all this there is little that is extraordinary ; 
and if this were all that ought to be said about what Arthur Tap- 
pau has been and what he has done, and what he has seen and 
experienced, I might not have felt myself called to speak of him 
by iiiiiiiu, or to dcKcrilio his clumicter. But, onolosoil witliiu this 
ontliuo of his life, there is a story of self-consecration to the ser- 
%ice of God, of earnest endeavor in the cause of truth and justice, 
of pertinacious symimthy with the poor and the wronged, of mu- 
nificence, of conflict, of martyrdom, and of victory, which ought 
to be distinctly told, not for his sake but for ours. 

. . . When he began to be prosperous in business, he began to 
show a libomlity in giving, which was siugnhir at that time^ and 
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therefore memorablei and which is rarely equalled among Ohris- 

iian merchants even now In the year 1825, he was foremost 

among tlie founders of the American Tract Society, at New York. 
.... In 1827, a series of articles from the pen of Professor Morse 
directed public attention to the need of a daily commercial news- 
paiMsr in Now York, which rIiouM not bo dcdlod with theatrical 
oclvortisements, and laudatory diflsertations upon half-naked 
actresses ; and such a newspaper was established at his expense. 
A year or two later, ho gave a now impulse to tho work of tho Amer- 
ican Bible Society, by proposing in its board of managers that it 
should undertake to supply every family in the United States, 
within a limited time, with a copy of the Scriptures, and offering 
$10,000 OS his contribution to the entori^riso. llo was, all this 
while, a free and constant giver to foreign and home missions, and 
to the American Educivtion Society, then in tho full tide of its 
greatest uscfulnoss. And when it appeared that the young men, 
aided by that Society, were hindered from coming to Yale College, 
because there was at that time no fund, as at other colleges, for 
the payment of their tuition-bills, he assumed in 1828, the respon- 
sibility of paying for tho tuition of all bencflciarics hero till the 
number should be more than a hundred. Who can toll how much 
has been done for CliriHt by thuso whom ho thus encouraged and 
helped on their way to the miniHtry of tho go8i)el7 

His New England principles and tiiulitions ; tho nurture of his 
childluNNl whon tho revolutionary entliUHioMm for liberty had not 
yet subsided ; the keen sense of justice which predominated in 
his moral nature ; his ready sympathy with the wronged and suf- 
fering ; his religious belief that God hath made of one blood all 
nations of men, and the lesson which Christ had taught him in 
the story of the good Samaritan, caused him, from the beginning 
of his OhriHtinn course, to toko a lively interest in efforts for the 
roliof and eniancipaliou of tho Arrican race, and OHpociidly for 
removing from our country tho curse and shame of slavery. 
In common with otlier Christian and philanthropic men, he 
hiul favored tho enterprise of tho American Colonization Society. 
.... But in 1830, a young man who has since become famous, 
and who was then connected with a most uncompromising anti- 
slavery journal that had long been published without interference, 
in (ho iMoli-^ovtM'ned ei(.y of Buliinioro, was thrown into prison 
there, by the sentence of a court, in default of the payment of a 
fine impoHcd upon him for an alleged libel on the good name of a 
slavc-tiader. Mr. Tappan . . . promptly paid tho fine, and eei 
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at libaty, gettiBg tfie iteii of Haoiy GUy, who was takiiig 
ires to do the mw thing. .... Then begun the nigo of Uie 
Sonthem p^oy^ egaiwit Northem fireeiloai of opinimi, and of utter- 
anee, eoaeaning afaiwy ; and manya daataidly attempt waa made 
by Nocthen bmb to propitiate Soathem foiy by the aacrlAoe of 
MeKd riglilL 

A meeting waa called in the city of New Toik, in the antnmn 
of ISSS, to funn a city anti<flUTeiy aodety, which ehoold act on 
public opinion for the abolitioo of siaTery — a aociety to exist and 
operate by the aune right by which simiUr aocietiea had operated 
nnder the guidance of patriota like Jay and Franklin, in the daya 
of Waahington and Jellenon. At the demand and instigation of 
Sonthera men then preeent in the city, a mob was raised to defeat 
the porpoae of the meeting. A few persona, howcTer, assembled 
at a different piaoe, and the proposed organisation was effected. 
Thus was inangnratod the era of shamdiMi sonrility to tlie arro- 
gance of the idaTeholdiug and slavetnuliug iiitorost— the era of 
mobs for the sapproanon of all printing or speech agiunat MkiTOTy. 
Before the duso of that year, an Amcritaui aiiiiiUjivury Mocioty had 
come into being and began its work, defying the riolenoe of moba, 
trampling on every popular prqadioe that was aaj^iosed to faTor 
aUvery, thriring on persecotion. 

From that time onward, Arthur Tappan was identified with 

the Agitiition agninst slavery Of course his name in CTery 

port of the country, was associntcd with all terms of opprobrium. 
.... Yot nothing conld move liiin from liia conmo, for lie was 
sustaiuod by his own conscience, stimulated by his liatred of iujiia- 
tice and his pity for the wciik and wronged, and Rtrongthciiod by 
his coiifidcuce iu God. The memorublo iinti-aliolilion riots in the 
city of New York, more than thirty years ago, raged with special 
fury aguinst him, but no riolence conld move him from the course 
wliich ho hiid delibcnitcly bdceu iu Uie fear of (Uui One night, 
the mob wiis in great force before his warehouse iu Pearl-street, 
threntoning to plunder and destroy it .... A gentleman, who waa 
at that time a clerk in the establishment, and who was one of the 
few who stood within the door with loaded muskets in their hands, 
waiting for it to be forced open, while the mob was thundering 
witliout — de8cril)ed to me, many years afterward, Mr. "Tappan's 
charocteriHtic quietness and firmness in that terrible excitement^ 
and how cnlnily and thoughtfully he directed the defenders how 
to firo at the right moment, so as to repel the assailants most 
eil'cctnuily, and yet to spare their lives. Fortunately a mmor 
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went tbrongh the crowd, that a box or two of masketfl had been 
carried into the bnilding that day. One by one the rioters began 
to care for their safety in what might be a dangerous undertaking ; 
and the mob was gradually dispersed. 

In all the intensity of his zeal against slavery, ho noTcr lost his 
(Christian syin|)atliifis. Though brought into cx>i)i>oration with 
men whose riews of Christ, of the church, and of the Bible, were 
widely different from his own, he was never carried into the dan- 
gerous current of their thinking 

Tear by year it became more manifest that the churches of the 
North, and their ministry, whether right or wrong in their judg- 
lurnt concerning particular measures and cxpodionts, wore not 
ajMrnbiU) from Christ ; and that the iK^ople of the Nortli, howoYor 
they might have been misled, and whatever sacrifices they had 
been willing to make fbr the Union, were not false to liberty. All 
this our venerable friend observed with growing thankfulness, till 
at last, when the slaveholding power in its madness had made war 
on the Union, he saw *'the uprising of a great people'* for union 
and liberty thenceforth inseparable. 

I need not say in what steadfastness of love to his countiy, of 
confidence in Ood, and in the ultimate victory of righteousness, 
ho has wailed tlirongh tlicHO years of bloody conflict Keenly 
seiiKitive to the sorrows and the horrors of the war, he has never- 
theless seen the presence of God in it, and his faiitli has constantly 
foreseen the end, and the consequent openings for the progress of 
Christ's peaceful and spiritual kingdom. It was a joy to him that 
he saw in this house, last autumn, the annual assembly of the 
American Missionary Association, which had been instituted al- 
most twenty years ago to receive the contributions of those who 
thought that older missionary societies were deficient in zeal 
against slavery, and which had found at last its predestined work 
in the millions of frccdmcn, and had been connnendcd to that 
work by the coinnion consent of the churches. And when tlie 
war was ended in the restoration of the national government to its 
Hnproinu(*y, in the vindication of constitutional liberty, and in the 
sure and complete extinction of slavery, his joy was full. God 
had given him that for which he had prayed and longed, for which 
he had labored, for which he had endured so much of obloquy 
and hatred, and encountered so much of personal danger. Well 
nii^ht he say, "Now lettcst thou thy servant depart in peace, for 
niino eyes have scon thy salvation." 

The hist time that he was present here was at our Tuesday 



43S APPBKDIX* 
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ia the ■Bppciy pathi efyoath 
With hecJteai eleiit I taa, 
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Aad aAcr death, la diitaat worUi, 



•'Through all etcndty to thea 
A Joyfol aoag 1 11 raise ; 
For ob, eternity *■ too ihort 
To utter aU thy prabel " 

With SQch thongfata, peaceful and thankfiil he passed away. 
God bad satisfied bim, and shown bim his salvation. 
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